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Master of Arts in Military History
Online

Explore the framework through which
important military events are understood.

Since 1819, Norwich University has played an important role in military
history: as the birthplace of ROTC, as an institution whose graduates
have fought in every war since its founding, and as the leader among
military schools in racial integration and the integration of women into

its corps of cadets. What better place to study military history?

Unique online format

» a dynamic, interactive educational environment
- a manageable pace for busy adults

« coursework can be completed in 18 months

» dedicated 24/7 support

A
g% NORWICH Please visit www.militaryhistorydegree.com/ww2

J1819 UNIVERSITY" or call 1.800.460.5597 ext. 3372 for more information

School of Graduate Studies

on this unique online degree.
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Col. Jack Jacobs was awarded
the Medal of Honor for his
battlefield heroics. But his
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;, }f story transcends this single
;“f act of bravery and reveals an
N »_ exceptional man in both
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war and peace.

Before the legendary action
of Patton and the 101"
Airborne at the Battle of the
Bulge, an unsung group of
American soldiers took a
bloody stand against
impossible odds.

“Wild Bill” Guarnere and
“Babe” Heffron became
the heart and soul of the
original Band of Brothers.
Now they tell their heart-
stopping true story of war,
friendship and courage.

BERKLEY/NAL
CALIBER

Members of Penguin Group (USA)
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Editorial AWM HISTORY

The remains of three USS Oklahoma L o
sailors have been inden‘tiﬁed. Editorial Director, Founder

MICHAEL E. HASKEW

WHEN THE UNITED STATES WAS PLUNGED INTO WORLD WAR II AT PEARL Editor
Harbor on December 7, 1941, the largest loss of life occurred with the catastrophic explosion LAURA CLEVELAND
aboard the battleship USS Arizona. More than 1,100 sailors and Marines were killed in the Managing Editor
blast. However, a few yards along Battleship Row, another tragedy was unfolding even before

SAMANTHA DETULLEO

the destruction of the Arizona.

A second World War I-era battleship, the USS Oklahoma, had already been mortally
wounded. Moored outboard of the USS Maryland, the Oklahoma was the focus of numerous KEVIN HYMEL
Japanese torpedo bombers, taking three direct hits and quickly gushing oil from its fuel bunkers. Research Director
As the battleship heeled over, two more torpedoes slammed into her hull. During the first seven
minutes of the attack, the five torpedoes had sealed the fate of the Oklahoma. The 29,000-ton
battleship took on water and began to capsize. Within 12 minutes, she had listed 150 degrees,
her superstructure mired in the shallow water of the harbor and hundreds of her crew trapped

Art Director

CONTRIBUTORS:
Eric T. Baker, Robert F. Dorr, Michael D.
Hull, David Alan Johnson, Victor J.

below deck. ) ) ) Kamenir,Christopher Miskimon, Eric
Some Oklahoma sailors were blown overboard by the force of the torpedo explosions. Still Niderost, John W. Osborn, Jr., John Perry,
others who were fortunate to have been topside swam to the nearby Maryland or to Ford Mason B. Webb, Flint Whitlock

Island. For 429 of the Oklahoma’s crew, the hull became a temporary tomb. Some were res-
cued by workers cutting through the overturned steel of the ship’s hull with acetylene torches.
Others tapped on the hull for several days, hoping for rescue although none came.

On March 8, 1943, as part of a massive salvage operation at Pearl Harbor, 21 winches
placed on Ford Island began the process of righting the Oklahoma. When the warship was once JEFF KlGl'!T

: ioht. th : f f her dead d. Sub dfor 1S hs. th Advertising Director

again upright, the remains of many of her dead were recovered. Submerged for 15 months, the (570) 322.7848, ext, 117
bodies were badly decomposed. The fateful Sunday morning of the attack had been during ’
peacetime, and the sailors were not required to wear their dogtags, which made identification BEN BOYLES
extremely difficult. Account Executive

As a result, many sets of remains were buried in mass graves marked simply “unknown.” beni (570) 322-1848, ext. 130

i a / enjaminb@sovhomestead.com

The Oklahoma was deemed too heavily damaged for repair and return to service. In Septem-

ADVERTISING OFFICE:

ber 1944, the battleship was decommissioned, and two years later its hulk was sold for scrap. MARK HINTZ
En route to San Francisco under tow on May 17, 1947, it sank in heavy seas about 500 miles Vice President & Publisher
from Pearl Harbor. The dead were buried. The United States and its allies prevailed in the TINA POUST
Pacific War. For some, the story had come to an end. Comptroller

Half a century later, Ray Emory, a Pearl Harbor veteran of the cruiser USS Honolulu, vis-
ited the Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, popularly known as the Punchbowl. Located on KATHY PAULHAMUS
the island of Oahu in the crater of an extinct volcano, the cemetery contains 600 graves of MARY NOLAN
unknown casualties of the Pearl Harbor attack. Emory was deeply moved by the realization SANDRAHILLYARD

. L . . . Subscription Customer Services
that so many of the dead had not been identified. He decided to do something about it. (800) 219-1187

Although the identification of individuals and the notification of families has been an ardu-
ous process, the effort has proven worthwhile. Last September, the remains of three USS Okla- KEN FORNWALT
homa crew members were positively identified through DNA analysis. Sixty-seven years after Data Processing Director
they died, Fireman 2nd Class Lawrence Boxrucker of Dorchester, Wisconsin, Ensign Irvin A.R. CURTIS CIRCULATION COMPANY
Thompson of Hudson County, New Jersey, and Ensign Eldon Wyman of Portland, Oregon, WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION
were unknown no more.

For nearly 20 years, Emory has worked to identify the remains of the unknown dead of SOVEREIGN MEDIA COMPANY, INC.
Pearl Harbor. When he gathers enough information, he contacts the Joint POW/MIA Account- 453 Carlisle Drive, Herndon, VA 20120
ing Cpmmand (JPAC), which %s responsible for efforts to identify the remains of unknown SUBSCRIPTION CUSTOMER SERVICE
American dead in all of the nation’s wars. Today, those numbers total more than 80,000. AND BUSINESS OFFICE:

From World War II alone, thousands of names line the walls of “gardens of the missing.” 1000 Commerce Park Drive, Suite 300
Many of these will never be found, and their remains will always be unidentified. However, Williamsport, PA 17701
thanks to Emory and the efforts of JPAC some families are finally bringing loved ones home. (800) 219-1181

Michael E. Haskew PRINTED IN THE U.S.A.
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DUTY AND DESTINY

NEW FROM THE ABERJONA PRESS

Victory Was Beyond Their Grasp

With the 272nd Volks-Grenadier

Division from the Hirtgen Forest to the Heart of the Reich
by Douglas E. Nash

As the Allies arrived at the frontiers of Germany itself in the last autumn of
WWII, the Germans responded with a variety of initiatives designed to regain
the strategic advantage. While the Wonder Weapons such as the V-2 missile are
widely recognized, the Volks-Grenadier Divisions (VGDs) are practically
unknown. Often confused with the Volkssturm, the Home Guard militia, VGDs
have suffered the undeserved reputation as second-rate formations, filled with
young boys and old men suited to serve only as cannon fodder. This ground-
breaking book shows that VGDs were actually conceived as a new, elite corps
loyal to the National Socialist Party and equipped with the finest weapons
available. After delving into a trove of recently discovered documents from the
272nd VGD’s Fisilier Company, author Doug Nash has deftly woven the
company and division history with the first-hand accounts of its soldiers. Follow
the fiisiliers from their first battles in the Huertgen Forest to their final defeat in
the Harz Mountains, learn the enormous potential of VGDs, and feel their

soldiers” heartbreak at their failure.
410 pages. 22 maps. 50+ photos. Paperbound. $24.95*

With New Preface!

Victims, Victors: From Nazi

Occupation to the Conquest

of Germany as Seen by a Red

Army Solider

by Roman Kravchenko-Berezhnoy

“A remarkable document, casting light on

events little understood. It should be

required reading for any student of World

War I1 and modern Russian history.”
—Waiter S. Dunn,
Journal of Military History

240 pages. Maps. Photos. Paperbound. $19.95%

Black Edelweiss: A Memoir of
Combat and Conscience by a
Soldier of the Waffen-SS
by Johann Voss
“A fascinating and unique contribution to our
knowledge of the motivations of the men
who comprised not only the Waffen-S8, but
much of the rest of the German armed
forces in the Second World War. . . . Itis
highly recommended.”

—Journal of Military History
236 pages. 8 maps. 23 photos. Paperbound. §19.95%

The Good Soldier Five Years, Four Fronts

by Alfred Novotny by Georg Grossjohann

160 pages. 62 photos. Paperbound. §14.95% 224 pages. 28 maps. 30 photos. Paperbound. $14.95%
NEW! Audiobook of The Good Soldier

read by the author

Set of 6 compact discs. $29.95% Odyssey of a Philippine Scout

Fighting, Escaping, and Evading
the Japanese, 1941-1944

by Arthur Kendal Whitehead
304 pages. 6 maps. 20 photos. Paperbound. §19.95*

Into the Mountains Dark
by Frank Gurley
256 pages. T maps. 40 photos, Paperbound. §14.95%

VICTORY WAS
BEYOND THEIR
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WiTH THE 272ND VOLKS-GRENADIER
DivisioN FROM THE HURTGEN FOREST
TO THE HEART OF THE REICH

(OMING FOR WINTER 2009

Swedes at War: Willing Warriors of a
Neutral Nation, 1914-1945

by Lars Gyllenhaal and Lennart Westberg
In Swedes at War, highly accomplished and
acclaimed authors Lars Gyllenhaal and
Lennart Westberg tell the stories of their
Swedish countrymen who served in the
ranks of the Red Army, the Waffen-SS,
the US Army, the French Foreign Legion
and a dozen other armies. More than
23,000 not-so-neutral Swedes served in
foreign armies between 1914 and 1945,
volunteering and fighting across a broad
swath of battlefields, motivated by a wide
variety of causes and reasons. Enter their
worlds in the pages of Swedes at War, and
follow them from the No Man’s Lands of
World War I to the hedgerows of
Normandy and the frozen steppes and
taiga of the Soviet Union.

Approx. 300 pages. Maps. Photos. Paperbound.

THE ABERJONA PRESS www.aberjonapress.com

*Plus shipping: U.5.: $4.00 for the first book, $1.00 for each
additional book. International: please contact us for shipping P.O. Box 629, Bedford, PA 15522
prices. E-mail: aegis @bedford.net
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Dispatches

Pearl Harbor Revenge

Dear Editor:

David Alan Johnson’s article, “Pearl Harbor
Revenge” (December 2008 issue) was interesting
to read, as most books and articles on the Battle
of Leyte Gulf focus primarily on Taffy 3’s escort
carriers, destroyers, and destroyer escorts trying to
hold off Admiral Kurita’s Center Force.

I found it ironic that one of the Japanese war-
ships sunk was the destroyer, I[JN Yamagumo,
which sank the submarine USS Sculpin in the
Gilbert Islands, just prior to the start of Operation
Galvanic, on Nov. 19, 1943.

In his book, Pigboats, Theodore Roscoe
describes the action by which Sculpin was depth-
charged while attacking a Japanese convoy. Badly
damaged, Sculpin battle-surfaced to shoot it out
with the destroyer. With mounting casualties and
taking numerous hits, the diving officer, Lieu-
tenant G.E. Brown who had succeeded to com-
mand when the skipper, Commander Fred Conn-
away was killed, ordered her scuttled. Forty-two
of Sculpin’s crew got over the side and were taken
prisoner by the destroyer. One of them was
immediately thrown back into the sea by his cap-
tors because he was badly wounded.

So the sinking of Yamagumo at Surigao Strait
might be considered revenge for the crew of
Sculpin.

Wallis R. Chapin
Kirkland, Washington

POW Escape in Arizona

Dear Editor:

“Escape into Arizona’s Desert,” (Top Secret, Dec.
2008) is very familiar to me. I have been a mem-
ber of the “Papago Trackers” (PT) historical group
for about 20 years. PT was founded to research
and record the many uses of this huge municipal
park which is in both Phoenix and Tempe, Arizona,
and which abuts Scottsdale along much of its east-
ern boundary. For about a year, I have been the
official spokesman for the PT as regards the POW
escape. I have spoken to many groups, with audi-
ences ranging from 50 to over 200; most are vet-
erans' organizations, but I also tell many other
organizations about the escape. I have all of the
research material, pictures, interviews with escapees
and notes taken by Lloyd Clark, a retired reporter
for the Phoenix Gazette. Lloyd was the PT
spokesman for many years and wrote about the
escape as it happened. He traveled to Germany
seeking more information, meeting with and
befriending the leader of the escape, Jurgen Wat-
tenberg. He became very well versed about the
entire escapade and is the person primarily respon-
sible for the reunion mentioned in the article.

WWIIHISTORY  JANUARY 2009

Unfortunately, I must also
pointout some errors in this
article: The earlier, major use
of the park was as a Civil-
ian Conservation Corps
(CCC) camp from the early
1930s until 1942, when it
was deactivated due to WW
II. Asakid, I was all over
the area—my father was the
CCC camp commander in
1937 and again from Janu-
ary, 1941 until he was
involved with the closing in
1942. After a short hiatus, the CCC camp
became the POW camp. Although it was
enlarged for its POW function, much of the nec-
essary infrastructure was already there and ready
for use.

The picture on page 32, purporting to be of the
entrance to the tunnel, is actually the exit. The
entrance was next to a coal bin inside the camp
and had no plant growth around it—only dirt,
pieces of coal and coal dust. (I have a picture of
it.)After exiting the tunnel, the escapees slipped
into the nearby Crosscut canal and waded south
about three quarters of a mile to an area where
they could change into civilian clothes and bury
their muddy prison clothes. (Wading in the canal
also left no tracks to be followed.) Only then did
22 of the 25 strike out across the desert toward
the Salt, Gila, and Colorado Rivers.The others
went into the hills Northwest of the camp and
stayed in a cave.

It is unfortunate that the author and/or your
editors did not devote more space to this story and
less to “Breaking Down the Door,” which was
interesting, but 12 pages in length and too long.
There are many more interesting aspects to the
“Escape”—too bad they were not a part of the
story. (They are well documented in the book
Faustball Tunnel, which the author obviously
used for research and in the material given to me
by Lloyd Clark.)

Sorry to have to take you to task again, but this
time some of the errors hit really close to home.

Lou Linxwiler
Mesa, Arizona

Spitfire Misidentification

Dear Editor,

The aircraft in the painting at the top of page 10
for the Ordnance article “The Superb Superma-
rine Spitfire” (December 2008 issue) is not a Spit-
fire. It is a Dewoitine 520 fighter built by the
French and entered into service in January 1940.
It was the latest French design and closely

L 7nfr »

matched the Hurricane and Bf-109 in perfor-
mance. It continued to fly with the Vichy French
in 1941 and 42. Besides the profile of the aircraft
in the painting identifying it as French, it has the
French roundels of (in to out) blue-white-red,
whereas the British roundels were red-white-blue.
Frank R. Shirer (US Army Retired)

Ft. Washington, Maryland

Dear Editor:

I really enjoy reading WWII History—good writ-
ing, diverse topics & fine graphics. Every once in
a while, though, a clanger creeps in.

The December issue has a nice piece on the Spit-
fire by Sam McGowan, but someone has led him
astray. Above the lead, there’s an image that’s
identified as a British Spitfire, but in fact it’s a
French Dewoitine D.520. There are differences in
contours to be sure, but the main giveaway is easy:
the airplane is marked with blue-centered French
cocardes, rather than the red-centered cocardes
used by the RAE.

George Cully
Montgomery Alabama

We got over 30 letters pointing out our mistake in
identifying the the plane in the above painting as
a Spitfire. The source misidentified the plane and
we didn’t catch the error. Sam McGowan is is no
way responsible; if he had seen the painting he
would have set us straight. Thank you all for keep-
ing us honest. We'll try to do better in the future.

Note: Opinions expressed in “Dispatches” do not
represent those of the writers, editors, or staff of
WWII History or Sovereign Media. WWII His-
tory welcomes your letters which must be signed
and include a telephone number for verification.
Letters must be brief and of general interest to our
readership. Write to: WWII History, 453 B
Carlisle Drive, Herndon, VA 20170; fax to 703-
964-0366, or e-mail: dispatch @uwuwii history-
magagzine.com.



D1scOVERED: THREE KINGS’ SILVER
CoIN FROM THE TIME OF JESUS’ BIRTH

+

Imagine holding in the palm of your hand an ancient silver coin
minted by one of the three kings who sent their emissaries to
witness the birth of the baby Jesus. Imagine owning a coin that
was touched by the people who walked among Jesus during

his years on earth. Today, through an exclusive release by
GovMint.com you can own an authentic silver Drachma,

saved from destruction and preserved for over 2,000 years —
just in time to celebrate Christ’s birth!

MIiracuLOUS FIND GARNERS WORLDWIDE ATTENTION
Finding an ancient Silver Drachma coin anywhere in the world

is a noteworthy event. Finding one issued by one of the “Three
Kings” of the Bible, a coin produced by the King of Persia from
35 BC to 5 AD and used throughout the life of Jesus Christ, is
cause for true excitement. Intricately designed, it is a miniature
work of art. In ancient times the Silver Drachma was struck by
hand, one at a time, so no two are exactly
alike. This was a coin that could have easi-
ly been used to purchase the gifts presented WiLL

to the Christ Child and has been historically [R3MMBIAEHIY
proven to have circulated in Jesus’ lifetime.

A GIFT THAT

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST DRACHMA

The Silver Drachma was a coin well known to Jesus and his
followers. In one of his parables Jesus says, “Or what woman,
having ten drachmas, if she loses one, does not light a candle and
sweep the house and look diligently till she finds it? And after she
has found it, she calls in her friends and says, Rejoice with me, for
I have found the drachma that I lost” (Luke 15:8-9).

A PRECIOUS CHRISTMAS GIFT

Your Silver “Kings” Drachma from the time of Christ will arrive
housed in a deluxe presentation album together with historical
information detailing this coin’s amazing journey. A signed
Certificate of Authenticity guarantees the coin is from the time
of Christ and is sure to be cherished by friends and family.

Note: Quantity strictly limited at this price. Orders filled on a first-come, first-served
basis. This offer is subject to change without prior notice. Sold out orders will be
promptly refunded.

Certified to be
Authentic and
Dated between
35BCto5AD

VERY LIMITED AT THIS Low PRICE —

This special offer of Ancient Silver Drachmas from the time of
Christ is made possible by a recent discovery. The quantity is
strictly limited and once they are gone, there is no telling when, or
if, any more will ever be found. This coin has sold nationally for
$135, but while our supply lasts
you can own this Ancient Silver
“Three Kings” Drachma for just
$49.95. Additional savings are
available for multiple coin orders
(see details).

SPECIFICATIONS

YEARS OF Issug: 35 BC — 5 AD
COMPOSITION: SILVER

DESIGN: KING AZEs 1T ON HORSEBACK
‘WEIGHT: 2 GRAMS (APPROX.)
DIAMETER: 15 MM

MONEY-BACK SATISFACTION GUARANTEE
Purchase your Ancient Silver “King’s” Drachma for a full
month risk-free. You must be 100% satisfied or simply return
it within 30 days via insured mail for a prompt refund of the

purchase price.
Ancient Silver “King’s” Drachma Coin Just $49.95 each pius S&H

BuY MORE AND SAVE

FREE ancient Biblical bronze coin from the Holy Land with
any order of 3 or more Drachmas!

THREE Ancient Silver “King’s” Drachma Coins

Just $44.95 each pius S&H Save $5 per coin!

FIVE or MORE Ancient Silver “King’s” Drachma Coins
Just $39.95 each pius s&¢H Save $10 per coin!

Toll-Free 24 hours a day 1-888-870-8548

Promotional Code ASD127

Please mention this code when you call.

We can also accept your check by phone. To order by mail call for details.

GOVMINT.COM

YOUR ONE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. ASD127, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.govmint.com
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The Beast of Burden
in war Mules served in large numbers with

U.S. Army forces during World War I1.

IN THEWORDS OF AVETERAN OF THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER, RETIRED
Technical Sergeant Edward Rock Jr., [they] “served without a word of complaint or lack of
courage. They transported artillery, ammunition, food, and medicine, and under enemy fire
transported the wounded. Many of the CBI veterans are here today because a mule stopped a
bullet or a piece of shrapnel meant for the GI. Mules fell in battle, mortally wounded, and we
shed tears for them.”

Pack mules indeed performed yeoman service in Asia and other theaters during World War I,
hauling weapons and equipment as well as saving lives by carrying wounded off the front lines.
They took the same risks as their human masters and too often they paid the ultimate price. A
report on April 4, 1944, from one of the units of Merrill’s Marauders described
their sacrifice in detail: Japanese artillery fire had killed or wounded most of the
unit’s mules. The stench of the dead animals was so intense that the troops would

Mules bred in Missouri, each
loaded with four cartons of

| By Christopher Miskimon |

hardy pack animals were vital to the troops
fighting in the jungles of Asia and the moun-
tains of Italy, and the soldiers loved them, par-
ticularly the mule skinners, those soldiers
trained to use and care for the animals. The
German army also made widespread use of
horses and mules for transport. The Allies,
however, had access to the vast automotive pro-
duction capability of the United States, so their
use of pack animals was on a relatively smaller
scale. This vast supply of trucks was a major
advantage. The war, however, was not limited
to terrain accessible by motorized transport.
When it came down to it, the mule was akin to
a piece of equipment, like a 21x-ton truck,
needed to take supplies into places no truck or
even jeep could go.

Though mechanization was widespread, the
past military use of animals was recent enough
that there still existed men and a body of knowl-
edge to gather and deliver the mules to where
they were needed. At the start of the war, there
were still a number of mule-equipped pack
artillery and quartermaster units in the U.S.
Army, along with the logistical facilities needed
to provide animals to those units still using them.
The Army Quartermaster Corps operated sev-
eral remount depots at facilities such as Fort
Reno, Oklahoma; Fort Robinson, Nebraska;
and Front Royal, Virginia, to provide the mules,
horses, and even dogs the Army required.

Mules entered military service at the remount
depots and received training, initially for a
period of about four months, although this was
shortened during the war. Prospective mule
skinners also received training at these depots.
Once training was complete, the mules were
ready for shipment overseas. Accompanied by
groups of mule skinners, the animals were sent
via train to a transshipment point at Westwego,
Louisiana. There, they were loaded aboard ships
dedicated to transporting animals. These ships,
called “floating barns,” carried the mules, han-
dlers, and a three-month supply of fodder and
water for the voyage to the combat zone.

One such ship was the converted Dutch
freighter Tjinegara. It could carry 460 mules
per voyage. The animals would be led up a
loading ramp and taken to stalls below decks in
the ship’s holds. Stalls were
seven feet long and two and a
half feet wide, complete with

not put the wounded ones out of their misery for fear of increasing it. The remain- gunpowder, trek cautiously water bucket and straw spread
ing animals also blocked enemy fire with their very bodies, one mule having 26 BT R L LW on the deck. Movable stalls
holes from a Japanese machine gun. IR L L LR CR U were secured on the ship’s top

Mules are often mentioned as having been used by Allied forces for transport Panama Canal. deck. These were placed on the
in difficult terrain, but rarely are the full details of their employment laid out. The (© Huiton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS) dock by crane and the mules
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Loaded with supplies for the U.S. 475th Infantry Regiment, mules and their drivers await orders
to move out from an dirfield in Burma on January 11, 1945. (i National Archives)

loaded directly into them; then the entire stall
was lifted onto the ship. Normally, about Sper-
cent of the available stalls were set aside to iso-
late sick animals from healthy ones. All care of
the mules was provided by the accompanying
mule skinners.

At sea, the mules were subject to the same
problems humans faced. They needed to get
their “sea legs” just as a person learned to deal
with the motion of a ship upon the open sea.
Seasickness was also a common problem
although the animals usually recovered with no
trouble. The skinners would regularly move the
animals to give them some exercise and relief
from the ship’s motion. In rough seas the hap-
less beasts would be tossed around in their
stalls, suffering concussions, broken bones, and
bruises. Veterinarians aboard ship treated the
mules as best they could; those that died from
sickness or injury were buried at sea.

Upon arrival at their destination, the mules
would be offloaded. The animals often became
uneasy about being led down the ramp, partic-
ularly if the ship was moving. A bell mare, a
lead animal with a bell around its neck to make
the other animals in a string follow it, would be
used to guide them down the ramp. Unfortu-
nately, some offloading sites were undeveloped,
with no docks. In these cases, the ship would
get as close to shore as possible before using
winches to lower the mules to just above the
waterline before dropping them into the water.
From there the mules could simply swim the
short distance to the beach, instinctively head-
ing toward it. The mule skinners would then
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return to the United States for another voyage.

Tjinegara made a number of such voyages to
Calcutta, India, to deliver its cargo of pack
mules for the China-Burma-India Theater. On
July 25, 1942, she was taking a load of horses
to New Caledonia when the Japanese subma-
rine I-169 torpedoed and sank her. Other ships
nearby rescued the crew, but her entire cargo of
animals was lost. One other animal transport
vessel, the Jose Navarro, was lost in the Indian
Ocean on December 7, 1943. Five hundred
mules went to the bottom with her.

After delivery to the combat zones, the mules
were loaded onto trains and sent to units at the
front. Once there, two primary users took
advantage of them. The first was the Quarter-
master Corps, organized into pack troops that
used the mules to carry all manner of supplies
to support frontline forces. The nature of fight-
ing in places such as Burma often lacked defin-
itive lines, meaning support units were often
under fire themselves.

The second main employer of the mules was
the pack artillery battalion. The M-1 series
75mm pack howitzer, developed during the late
1920s, was designed to be broken down into
six loads, each light enough to be carried by one
mule. Pack artillery units saw service on virtu-
ally all fronts during the war, but they are best
known for their service in Italy, the Pacific, and
the CBI. Last, mules were issued to individual
formations that were serving in terrain where
the mule was vital for transporting supplies.

The first American pack artillery units to see
combat in World War II were those in the

Philippines; they came under attack by the
Japanese in the opening days of the conflict.
The doomed U.S. and Philippine troops were
soon forced to eat their hapless animals, and
they finished the campaign fighting as infantry.
The 97th Field Artillery Battalion (Pack) also
saw early service, sent to New Caledonia in
March 1942. Unfortunately, the unit was told
that its mules would be furnished at its desti-
nation. When they arrived, there were no mules
to be found. Eventually 350 animals arrived,
carried by the Tjinegara. Almost a third of them
were practically untrained, leaving the unit to
break the mules in themselves. The 97th later
went to Guadalcanal with their mules.

The mules really proved their value in the
CBI with both British and American units fight-
ing there. The famous British Brigadier Orde

Soldiers adjust the straps that secure a machine
gun to the back of a mule for transport. Often,
the mule was the most reliable method of
resupply and evacuation of dead and wounded.

Wingate used large numbers of mules to supply
his Chindit Brigade. Wingate’s operations
involved deep forays into enemy-held territory
through terrain devoid of road networks. The
mules proved ideal for carrying supplies in this
environment. Often, these mules had their
vocal cords cut to prevent them from braying
and exposing British positions. During the sec-
ond Chindit expedition in the spring of 1944,
about 1,400 mules were delivered by gliders in
order to carry supplies brought in by air.

The most famous American unit of the CBI
was the 5307th Composite Unit, also known as
“Merrill’s Marauders.” Undertaking operations
similar to those of the Chindits, it used large
numbers of mules. Six Quartermaster pack
troops were part of the unit, and mules were lib-
erally issued to the rest of the unit as well to
transport their own equipment and supplies.
Each troop had about 300 mules and 75 men.
Since conditions required that a soldier lead each
mule, the pack troops kept about 70 mules and
spread the rest to the rifle battalions. Each rifle
company got 42 mules, 10 for the headquarters
and weapons platoons, the rest to the rifle pla-
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toons. The battalion headquarters company used
its mules to transport the heavy weapons, radios,
and other gear it needed. Ten mules were set
aside for the evacuation of casualties.

It took four mules to carry a heavy machine
gun or mortar, one for the weapon itself, and
the other three for ammunition. Efforts were
made to take only necessary equipment to
lighten the mules’ loads as much as possible,
and each mule generally carried spare horse-
shoes and a day’s supply of grain. The animals
also ate bamboo or banana leaves.

During campaigns the mules proved their
worth time and again. Don L. Thrapp served
with the Marauders and later wrote of his expe-
riences with the pack mules during the fighting
at Tonkwa against the Japanese. “They were
zeroed in on our bivouac area at a river crossing,
and their fire caused us some casualties in men
and animals. One tree burst accounted for seven
animals. Another shell cut between two mules
... and burst about eight feet behind them, but
injured neither.”

The Japanese soon fell back, and Thrapp’s
unit moved near the abandoned positions.
From there, the mules were used to pack sup-
plies up to the forward areas, but efforts were
made to keep them out of enemy artillery range
since there was no way to replace lost animals.
Chinese troops captured some pack animals
from the Japanese and eagerly traded them to
the Americans for various goods they could sell
back home.

When the fighting in Burma ended, the mules
and horses that had served there were ordered
disposed of. Some were sick after their service in
the fetid jungles of Southeast Asia and had to be
destroyed. A farewell volley was fired for them.
Others were sent to remount stations and
shipped to Eastern Europe and the Balkans as
part of the Lend-Lease Program. Others were
sent to farms in the Philippines or China. More
still went to the Chinese Army. Several years
later, during the Korean War, a Chinese mule
captured by American troops north of Seoul in
May 1951 had its old U.S. Army brand still
apparent.

The mountainous terrain of Italy also
required the mule’s services. For example, an
infantry regiment needed 250 animals per day
to keep it supplied. Many of the mules were
obtained locally and were usually smaller than
American-bred animals. Often this required
modification to the pack equipment in order to
fit the local animals or, instead, the equipment
would be acquired locally. Remount depots
were established on the Italian mainland and
took these animals into service. Prices originally
started at $80 for a mule but later rose to $250
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Moving through the friendly Kachin village of Nama in Burma on January 15, 1945,
mules are laden with much-needed supplies for the 475th Infantry.

on account of the high demand. Occasionally
the need was so great that a mule might be
bought even though it was only good for a sin-
gle trip to the front with supplies.

One soldier of the U.S. 45th Infantry Divi-
sion recalled driving up and down Italian roads
commandeering every mule his detail came
across. The Italian owner would be given a
voucher he could redeem with the U.S. Army
for later payment and the mule would be
loaded aboard a truck and carried off whether
the owner liked it or not. The soldiers later lived
alongside these mules as they carried supplies to
the troops at the front.

Normal army policy forbade the purchase of
light-colored animals because enemy observers
might spot them too easily. The extreme need,
however, forced their commitment into service
with disastrous results. German troops happily
observed the too visible animals’ movements and
used them as references for artillery and mortar
fire. To solve the problem, the Remount Service
used a solution of potassium permanganate
sprayed on the mules to dull their coats. The
treatment remained effective for up to two
months.

Remount Service troops also went forward
and gathered captured enemy animals, putting
them into Allied service if they were still healthy
enough. German forces tended to use more
horses than mules, but small numbers were
recovered. The animals were concentrated at an
Italian cavalry school at San Martino De Spino.
Here, American troops became angry over the
number of animals brought in with burns to
either their hindquarters or their faces and

necks. It was apparent to the soldiers that the
Germans, in their haste to retreat and unwilling
to leave their wagons to the advancing Allies,
had simply set them on fire. The animals pulling
the wagons or being led along behind them had
not been freed first. U.S. troops quickly ended
the poor creatures’ suffering,

The Allies also made use of nine pack mule
companies of the Italian Army after the Italian
surrender. Goumiers, French colonial troops
from Morocco that served in Italy, used mules
extensively, and many photographs of these
African warriors show pack-laden mules in the
background. It was in Italy that the mules
received perhaps their greatest compliment
when Bill Mauldin featured them affectionately
in several of his Willie and Joe cartoons. With
the end of the war in Italy, the mules on hand
were distributed to those Italians who had
fought with or otherwise helped the Allies and
to local farmers in general.

Mules filled an important niche in the Allied
logistics network, particularly in areas where
poor road systems limited wheeled transport.
Many soldiers came to have great affection for
them. Certainly they were relied upon heavily.
After the war, mechanization eclipsed the mules
and their accomplishments. Only a very few
pack units were retained after the war. Despite
some use in Korea, the last pack mule-equipped
units in the U.S. Army were deactivated on
December 15, 1956. 0

Christopher Miskimon has served in both the
infantry and field artillery branches of the U.S.
Army. He resides in Denver, Colorado.
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Profiles

Saint in a Feldwebel’s
Uniform |

Sergeant Anton Schmid gave his life
providing aid to the Jews of Vilnius.

AFTER THE GERMAN ARMY’S INVASION OF RUSSIA IN JUNE 1941 AND THE
capture of the historic Lithuanian city of Vilnius late that month, Abba Kovner and a group of
friends took refuge in a Dominican convent on the city’s outskirts.

Born in Sevastopol, Russia, Kovner had attended a Hebrew secondary school in Vilnius, a center
of Jewish culture known as the “Jerusalem of Lithuania.” When he learned that the Germans were
murdering Lithuanian Jews, Kovner, then aged 23, quickly formed a group of Jewish partisans.

Repeated short bursts of gunfire were heard coming from the village of Ponary, eight kilome-
ters south of Vilnius. “Sometimes they would go on for hours, or sometimes it would be rounds
of machine-gun fire,” reported Jozef Mackiewicz, a Polish writer who lived in Vilnius. “This hap-
pened on different days, almost always in broad daylight. Sometimes on several days in a row,
usually near dusk or morning.”

Mackiewicz knew that mass slaughter was occurring, and he concluded that Ponary was “one
of the biggest Jewish slaughterhouses in Europe.” It was said that all Gestapo roads led to Ponary.

When Wehrmacht troops seized Vilnius on June 24, 1941, two days after the massive Nazi
invasion of the Soviet Union, they found about 57,000 Jews living in the city—a third of the pop-
ulation. Six months later, there would be only 20,000 left. The killings in Lithuania were carried
out by so-called action groups of Einsatzkommando 3, led by SS Colonel Karl Jager and supported
by Lithuanian troops, from July 2, 1941, onward. Einsatzgruppen were
mobile killing squads responsible for carrying out the liquidation of non-
Aryan peoples considered inferior by the Nazis in the occupied countries. The
brutality of the Lithuanian troops toward the Jews matched that of the Nazis.
Of the 57,000 Jews in Vilnius, only 16,500 were still alive by the beginning
of December 1941. In six months, an estimated 38,000 Jews were extermi-
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This street scene from the Polish ghetto
in the city of Vilnius belies the tension
that existed with the occupying Nazis.

Vilnius had been a center of rabbinical
learning in Europe before World War II.
(© Jewish Chronicle Ltd./HIP/The Image Works)

| By Michael D. Hull |

nated while another 5,000 fled into the forests.
By the end of 1941, more than half a million
Jews had been slaughtered in the Baltic, White
Russia, eastern Poland, and the Ukraine.

Colonel Jager reported to his superiors on
December 1, “Today I can confirm that our
objective to solve the Jewish problem for
Lithuania has been achieved by EK 3. In
Lithuania there are no more Jews, apart from
Jewish workers and their families.... I consider
the Jewish action more or less terminated as far
as Einsatzkommando 3 is concerned. Those
working Jews and Jewesses still available are
needed urgently, and I can envisage that after
the winter, this workforce will be required even
more urgently.

“I am of the view that the sterilization pro-
gram of the male worker Jews should be started
immediately so that reproduction is prevented.
If, despite sterilization, a Jewess becomes preg-
nant, she will be liquidated.”

Kovner, who would later become a well-
known poet in the new state of Israel after the
war, recognized earlier than his friends that
the massacres by the SS Einsatzgruppen were
part of the systematic Nazi extermination
plan—the so-called “Final Solution of the Jew-
ish Question”—to rid
Europe of Jews and other
non-Aryans, and he was
the first to call for armed
resistance. On December
31, 1941, as a resistance
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group commander, he read
aloud a manifesto in one of
the partisan camps: “Hitler
plans to kill all the Jews of
Europe. The Jews of Lithua-
nia are the first in line. Let us
not go like sheep to the
slaughter. We may be weak
and defenseless, but the only
possible answer to the
enemy is resistance!” Criti-
cal of the older generations
of Jews who had submitted
meekly to the Nazis without
a struggle, Kovner and his
young comrades agreed, “It
is better to die fighting like
free men than to live at the
mercy of the murderers.”
On September 6, 1941,
the remaining Jewish popu-
lation of Vilnius had been
herded into two ghettos.
Those considered capable of
work or possessing useful skills were sent to
one ghetto, and the rest to the other. The two
groups were issued different identity cards.
After a series of “selections” was made in the
second ghetto, the victims were taken by truck

ABOVE: Sergeant Anton Schmid of the
German Army gave his life to help the
Jews of the Vilnius ghetto. RIGHT: SS
Colonel Karl Jager led killing squads that
committed numerous atrocities.

(ullstein-bild)

or train to a wooded area
beside the railroad tracks
in Ponary. There, they
were shot.
' Meanwhile, a large num-
ber of Jews from the first
ghetto in Vilnius were put
to work by the German
occupiers. Near the city’s
main railroad station was
a camp where German
Army replacements and
stragglers awaited reas-

signment to new units. In the camp there were
upholstering, tailoring, locksmithing, and shoe-
mending workshops, and the Jews were assigned
to labor duties in them.

In charge of the camp was an obscure yet

remarkable man, quite unlike his hard, ruthless
Wehrmacht comrades. He was mild, mustached
Feldwebel (Sergeant) Anton Schmid of Com-
pany 2 of Landeschutzen-Bataillon 898. Born
in modest circumstances on January 9, 1900, in
Vienna, where his father was a postal worker,
Schmid was trained as an electrician. He was
drafted into the Austrian Army in July 1918,
the last year of World War I, but was granted
permanent leave a few months later.

He married a young woman named
Stephanie, and they had a daughter, Grete. In
1928, Schmid opened a small radio and elec-
trical appliance store in Vienna. After the Ger-
man annexation of Austria in 1938, Schmid, a
devout Roman Catholic sensitive to the suffer-
ings of others, helped several Viennese Jews
escape from Nazism to Czechoslovakia. In
1939, when World War II broke out, he
received another draft notice, this time from
Adolf Hitler’s Wehrmacht.

But Schmid was almost 40 years old, so he
was not sent to the front lines. He regarded him-
self not as a career soldier, but as “a civilian in
uniform.” After bidding farewell to his wife and
daughter, he was assigned to German Army sup-
port units in rear areas, first in Poland and later
in the Soviet Union after the German invasion on
June 22, 1941. By now a sergeant, Schmid
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arrived in Vilnius in the autumn of 1941.

Founded in the 10th century and made the
capital of Lithuania in 1323, Vilnius is a com-
mercial city with a railroad junction, industrial
plants, and a dozen 17th-century churches. It is
the seat of Roman Catholic and Eastern Ortho-
dox archbishoprics. Confirmed as Polish by the
League of Nations in 1923, Vilnius was
restored to Lithuania in 1939 and occupied by
Soviet troops that year.

Schmid was shocked by what he learned of
the mass killings in Ponary and was moved by
the plight of the Jews in the Vilnius ghetto.
He decided to secretly assist them. In a letter to
his wife, he wrote, “You know how it is with
my soft heart. I could not think, and had to
help them.”

He befriended a number of the Jewish parti-
sans and the laborers in his workshops, includ-
ing Kovner and writer Hermann Adler and his
wife, Anita. Kovner expressed amazement at
meeting a soldier in the German Army who was
willing to aid Jews. Schmid hid the Adlers in
the Wehrmacht building where he worked, and
they acted as go-betweens, enabling the Ger-
man sergeant to cooperate with the Jewish
underground. Adler later testified to Schmid’s
heroic rescue efforts.

The former Vienna electrician quickly gained
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Shown in the back row wearing dark clothing,

Abha Kovner stands among members of the
Nekama partisan group in the Vilnius ghetto.

the affection and confidence of the Jews, and,
at great personal risk, slipped regularly into the
ghetto. He smuggled food to starving families
and carried bottles of milk in his pockets to give
to mothers for their babies. He knew that thou-
sands of Jews were hiding elsewhere in the Vil-
nius area and acted as a courier between them
and their friends in the ghetto.

He carried bread, messages, and what drugs
he could find, and even dared to steal German
weapons for the resistance fighters. As Nazi
hunter Simon Wiesenthal reported later, the
mild sergeant became “a secret one-man relief
organization.” A survivor told Wiesenthal, “He
did it out of the goodness of his heart. To us in
the ghetto, the frail, quiet man in his feldwebel’s
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uniform was a sort of saint.” Schmid never
took any payment for his clandestine efforts.

A writer named Purpur, whom Schmid hid
in his living quarters, asked him one day, “Isn’t
it reckless, risking your life like this?” Schmid
replied, “We’re all going to croak sometime.
But if I get to choose between croaking as some-
one who killed people or someone who helped
them, then I’d rather go out as a helper.”

The sergeant aided the Jews for several tense
months, from October 1941 to February 1942.
He concealed many in the cellars of three houses
in Vilnius that were under his supervision, often
keeping more than 20 overnight at a time. Some
of the Jewish partisans slept in Schmid’s home
and planned their activities there.

He saved the lives of 350 Jews by issuing
them false yellow identification cards that indi-
cated they were skilled in trades useful to the
German occupiers. He also maintained contacts
with members of the Jewish underground that
was preparing for an uprising in the infamous
Warsaw ghetto. He managed to release Jewish
captives capable of work from the notorious
Lakishki Prison and cooperated with leading
figures in the underground, such as the color-
ful, audacious Mordecai Tenenbaum, who led
Jewish resistance fighters in the northeastern
Polish city of Bialystok. Schmid also sent Jews
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to ghettos that were more secure at the time—
in Voronovo, Lida, and Grodno.

Hermann Adler reported that Schmid, with
the aid of some German comrades he could
trust, drove groups of Jews over long distances
in his truck to Warsaw, where he was officially
supposed to deliver German soldiers who had
become separated from their units.

But it was only a matter of time before
Sergeant Schmid’s superiors were alerted to his
humanitarian activities. The Gestapo became
aware of the presence of many Jews from Vil-
nius in the Lida ghetto, and when some of them
were arrested and tortured they revealed that
they had arrived there with the sergeant’s assis-
tance. Schmid was speedily tried by the war
court of the office of the Vilnius field com-
mander and was sentenced to death on Febru-
ary 25, 1942.

The court files and judgment did not survive
the war, but the formal charge was accepting
bribes and also probably involved providing aid
and comfort to the “enemy.” Stephanie Schmid
in Vienna was notified of the death sentence.
She demanded information from the court but
was fobbed off with formalities.

After the sentencing, Schmid wrote a
poignant farewell letter to his beloved wife and
daughter: “I must tell you what fate awaits me,

but please, be strong when you read on....
have just been sentenced to death by a court-
martial. There is nothing one can do except
appeal for mercy, which I've done. It won’t be
decided until noon, but I believe it will be
turned down. But, my dears, cheer up. I am
resigned to my fate. It has been decided from
Above—by our dear Lord—and nothing can be
done about it.

“I am so quiet that I can hardly believe it
myself. Our dear God willed it that way, and
He made me strong. I hope He will give you
strength, too. I must tell you how it happened.
There were so many Jews here who were dri-
ven together by the Lithuanian soldiers and
were shot in a meadow outside the city—from
2,000 to 3,000 people at one time. They always
picked up the small children and smashed their
heads against trees—can you imagine that?

“I had orders (though I didn’t like it) to take
over the soldiers’ retrieval unit ... where 140
Jews worked. They asked me to get them away
from here. I let myself be persuaded—you know
I have a soft heart. I couldn’t think it over. I
helped them, which was very bad, according to
my judges. It will be hard for you ... but forgive
me: I acted as a human being, and didn’t want
to hurt anyone. When you read this letter, T will
no longer be on this earth. I won’t be able to

write you anymore. But be sure that we shall
meet again in a better world with our Lord.”

Sergeant Schmid was executed by a firing
squad on Monday, April 13, 1942, shortly after
penning one more letter to his wife: “My dear
Steffi. I could not change anything, otherwise I
would have spared you and Grete all this. All I
did was to save people, who were admittedly
Jews, from the fate that now awaits me, and
that was my death. Just as in life I gave up
everything for others.... Now I close my last
lines, the last I can write to you, and send you
my love.

“I kiss you both, and another kiss to you,
Steffi, you are everything to me in this world and
the next, where soon I will be in God’s hand.
Many kisses, love forever from your Toni.”
Anton Schmid was buried at the German mili-
tary cemetery in the Anatol district of Vilnius.

The first public recognition of Anton
Schmid’s sacrifice came in 1945 when Her-
mann Adler, who owed his life to him, pub-
lished a volume of poetry, Songs from the City
of Death. In the preface, he wrote, “I remem-
ber also an obscure sergeant from Vienna,
Anton Schmid, who was sentenced to death by
firing squad by a German military court
because he saved those who were being perse-
cuted, and who now rests under a simple
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wooden cross at the edge of the German sol-
diers’ cemetery in Vilna [Vilnius].”

Although Adler’s poems, written mostly in
the Vilnius ghetto, received a prize from the lit-
erature commission of the city of Zurich,
Switzerland, the saga of Sergeant Schmid did
not enter the public consciousness in Germany
for many years. The same held true of another
book of poems by Adler, entitled Ostra Brama
(the name of a church in Vilnius), in the eighth
section of which he commemorated Schmid
under the title, “A Friend’s Sure Hand.”

Eventually, Germans began to come to grips
with the facts of their history during World War
[I—the bloody trampling of neutral nations, the
enslavement of millions, the widespread geno-
cide, and also the deeds of heroes who had
resisted Nazi tyranny. In the 1960s, Adler was
commissioned to write scripts about the tragic
sergeant for a German television documentary
and a radio program. Israel honored Schmid in
1967 as a “righteous Gentile” for sacrificing
his life during the World War Il genocide. A tree
dedicated to him was planted on the grounds of
the Yad Vashem memorial garden in Jerusalem,
accompanied by an inconspicuous stone tablet
inscribed “Anton Schmid—Austria.” His
widow was awarded a “Righteous Among the
Nations” medal bearing the inscription, “Who-
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Partisan Abba Kovner stands

hand after the city of Vilnius has been occupied
by the Soviet Red Army.

ever saves one life—saves the world entire.”
Nazi hunter Wiesenthal interviewed people

who had been rescued by the gentle sergeant

from Vienna and concluded, “Schmid was not

the drill-sergeant type. He was a quiet man who
did a lot of thinking and said very little; he had
few friends among his army buddies.” Of the
only known portrait of Schmid, Wiesenthal
observed, “It shows a thoughtful face, with
soft, sad eyes, dark hair, and a small mustache.”
He was, said Wiesenthal, “a devout Catholic
who suffered deeply when he saw other people
suffer. He was a man of exceptional courage.”

Finally, almost six decades after his heroic
actions, Anton Schmid received official recog-
nition in Germany. On May 8, 2000, the 55th
anniversary of the end of the war in Europe,
the German Army base in the Schleswig-Hol-
stein town of Rendsburg, which had been
named for General Gunther Rudel, a veteran
of both world wars, was renamed Feldwebel
Anton Schmid Kaserne. At the dedication cer-
emony, Defense Minister Rudolf Scharping
declared, “We are not free to choose our his-
tory, but we can choose the examples we take
from that history. Too many bowed to the
threats and temptations of the dictator, and too
few found the strength to resist. But Sergeant
Anton Schmid did resist....” o

Michael D. Hull is a frequent contributor to
WWII History Magazine. He resides in Enfield,
Connecticut.
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Underwater Peril at
Pe arl Ensign Kazvo Sakamaki failed as a midget

submarine commander at Pearl Harbor but

lived to tell the tale.

DURING THE EARLY HOURS OF DECEMBER 1, 1941, FIVE
midget submarinesof the Imperial Japanese Navy waited to enter Pearl
Harbor, the anchorage of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Their mission was to
complement the attack of naval aircraft in dealing a crippling blow
to the American naval presence in the Pacific. This ambitious plan
failed. Only one craft survived, HA-19, along with one member of
its two-man crew, Ensign Kazuo Sakamaki, who became “Prisoner
No. 1” of the United States in World War IL.

Sakamaki grew up in a tradition-bound Japanese culture that showed
deep reverence for family, teachers, and Emperor Hirohito. He later
explained, “We were taught, and we came to believe, that the most
important thing for us was to die manfully on the battlefield—as the
petals of the cherry blossoms fall to the ground—and that in war there
is only victory and no retreat.” So, he applied for admission to the
Japanese Naval Academy at Etajima and became one of 300 chosen
from 6,000 applicants. After graduation, he spent a year at sea, then was
promoted to ensign and ordered in April 1941 to report to the Chiy-
oda, a converted seaplane tender, at the Kure naval shipyard.
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By John Perry

Sakamaki had been chosen to take part in the
development of a secret weapon, the midget sub-
marine, and would join an elite group called the
Special Attack Naval Unit. Cadets received train-
ing on the island of Ohurazaki, along with a the-
oretical education at the Torpedo Experimental
Division of the Kure Navy Yard. Classes were
also held on the tug Kure Maru and seaplane
tenders Chiyoda and Nisshin. This intense train-
ing program, which was observed and moni-
tored, caused some cadets to drop out and oth-
ers to commit suicide. Only the finest survived.

Sakamaki and his fellow crewman, Warrant
Officer Kiyoshi Inagaki, learned the ins and outs
of their special craft. Each sub held two crewmen
because of cramped space. The only entrance
was through a 16-inch hatch in the conning
tower. The Imperial Japanese Navy called these
minisubs Ko-Hyoteki, but those attached to
units used the mother sub’s name, such as I-24’s
midget. Paul J. Kemp says in Midget Submarines
that these were “perhaps the most advanced
midget submarines in service with any navy dur-
ing the Second World War.”

Built in 1938, these cigar-shaped minisubs
stretched nearly 80 feet with batteries arranged
along each side. They could travel at a speed of
23 knots surfaced and 19 knots submerged, but
battery charges lasted only 55 minutes. None of
the craft carried generators, so they required
recharging by a tender or mother submarine.
The torpedo room housed two 18-inch torpe-
does, each with around 1,000 pounds of explo-
sives in the warhead. The Japan Optical Man-
ufacturing Company perfected a specialized
10-foot-long miniaturized periscope in secrecy.

In fact, great secrecy shrouded the
entire project. The Japanese eventu-
ally produced over 400 vessels of four
types in a special factory near Kure.
Of these, around 60 Type A sub-
marines, the type commanded by
Sakamaki, were built. Only key com-
manders knew details. Dispatches
called the craft Special Submarine
Boats Koryu (dragon with scales) and
other creative names to avoid reveal-
ing the true nature of the machines.

When the subs first arrived, one
seaman recalled, “After we secured,
a barge came alongside each subma-
rine. The barges were carrying
strange objects heavily screened by
black cloth and guarded by armed
sailors and police. The objects were
hoisted onto the casing and secured
in the cradles—still wreathed in their



The Fifth C?

“The color and clarity of
DiamondAura® rivals that of a

flawless D-colored diamond.”

—Steven Rozensky

ed jewelry expert

‘ s Receive these scintillating
DiamondAura® Classique
sterling silver stud

earrings

Cut, Color, Carat, Clarity...Chemistry?

s it possible that the mind of a scientist

can create more beauty and romance

than Mother Nature? The laboratories
at DiamondAura® were created with one
mission in mind: Create brilliant cut jewelry
that allows everyone to experience more
clarity, more scintillation and larger carat
weights than they have ever experienced. So,
we've taken 2 %4 carats of our lab-created
DiamondAura® and set them in the most
classic setting—the result is our most stun-
ning, fiery, faceted design yet! In purely
scientific measurement terms, the refractory
index of the DiamondAura is very high,
and the color dispersion is actually
superior to mined diamonds.

Perfection from the laboratory.
We named our brilliant cut stones
DiamondAura, because, “they dazzle just
like natural diamonds but without the
outrageous cost.” We will not bore you
with the incredible details of the scientific

CoMPARE FOR YOURSELF AT 2 4 CARATS

Mined FlawlessDiamondAwra

Diamond Compares to:

Hardness Cuts Glass  Cuts Glass

Cut (58 facets) Brilliant Brilliant

Color “D" Colorless “D” Colorless
Clarity 1B Clear
Dispersion/Fire  0.044 0.066
22 c.tw. ring $60,000+ $145

process, but will only say that it involves
the use of rare minerals heated to an incred-
ibly high temperature of over 5000°F. This
can only be accomplished inside some very
modern and expensive laboratory equip-
ment. After several additional steps, scien-
tists finally created a clear marvel that
looks even better than the vast majority of
mined diamonds. According to the book
Jewelry and Gems—the Buying Guide, the

Place one of your own rings on top of one of the ¢ifour ring
cle diagrams. Your ring size is the circle that g
matches the inside diameter of your ring. If your

ring falls between sizes, order the next larger saze

WOMEN'S SIZES

oD

technique used in DiamondAura offers,
“The best diamond simulation to date, and
even some jewelers have mistaken these
stones for mined diamonds.”

The 4 C’s. Our DiamondAura 3-Stone
Classique Ring retains every jeweler’s
specification: color, clarity, cut, and carat
weight. The transparent color and clarity
of DiamondAura emulate the most per-
fect diamonds—D Flawless, and both are

so hard they will cut glass. The brilliant
cut maximizes the fire and radiance of the
stone so that the light disperses into an
exquisite rainbow of colors.

Rock solid guarantee. This .925 sterling
silver ring is prong-set with a 1 '% carat
DiamondAuwura round brilliant in the center,
showcased between two DiamondAura
round brilliants of ' carats each.

Adding to your 4 C’s, we will include the
DiamondAura stud earrings for FREE! Try
the DiamondAura 3-Stone Classique Ring
for 30 days. If for any reason you are not
satisfied with your purchase, simply return
it to us for a full refund of the purchase
price and keep the stud earrings as our gift.

Not Available in Stores
DiamondAura® 3-Stone Classique Ring
(2% ctw) » $145 + s&H

FREE stud earrings with purchase of
Classique Ring—a $59.95 value!

Available in ring sizes 5-10

Call to order toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

1-888-201-7095

Promotional Code DAR435-02

Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DAR435-02,

Burnsville, Minnesora 55337
www.slauer.com

Stauer

HeriTAGE 0F AnT & Sciexce



26

= e ;

coverings. We, the ship’s company, were not
informed what the objects were. It was only
when we proceeded to sea for trials in the Sea
of Aki that we learned what we were carrying.
The morale on the submarine was incredible.”

In mid-October 1941, maneuvers around
islands in the Inland Sea shifted from mid-ocean
strategies to invading narrow inlets at night.
“When Captain Harada told us to pay particu-
lar attention to Pearl Harbor and Singapore,”
Sakamaki recalled, “we thought that one group
would probably be used against Pearl Harbor
and another group against Singapore.” After
crewmen graduated and received a 10-day leave,
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, commander of the
Imperial Japanese Navy’s Combined Fleet, spoke
to them aboard the battleship Nagaro and
emphasized the importance of their secret mis-
sion against Pearl Harbor.

Five submarines, I-16, I-18, I-20, I-22, and
[-24, were to carry midget submarines behind
their coming towers. Each minisub would
travel piggybacked to the large submarine’s
pressure hull with steel belts and was to be
released while the mother ship was submerged,
enabling it to avoid exposure to the enemy.
Some officers opposed the daring plan to use
midget submarines to attack American ships in
the narrow confines of Pearl Harbor. Captain
Hanku Sasaki, commander of the First Sub-
marine Division, wondered if the big sub-
marines could handle so much weight. “There
was too much hurry, hurry, hurry,” he criticized
after the war.

Commander Mitsuo Fuchida, who led the air
attack against Pearl Harbor, scoffed at the
entire plan. Others thought the midget sub-
marines rolled and pitched too much. Their
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Beached on the island of Oahu on the morning of the Pearl Harbor attack, Ensign Kazuo Sakamaki’s
midget submarine was to become a war prize. The Japanese planned to attack Pearl Harbor
with five midget submarines launched from the decks of large fleet submarines. Only one of the midget
subs is known to have penetrated the defenses of the harbor.
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conning towers were exposed, and they
depended on mother ships for equipment and
maintenance. Besides, the element of surprise,
which was essential to the success of the air
attack, might be compromised if the midget
submarines were discovered.

Sakamaki’s minisub was strapped to subma-
rine [-24, which was a long-range reconnais-
sance type, 348 feet long with a 30-foot beam.
Nine thousand horsepower enabled them to
reach a surface speed of 22 knots. A telephone
line from HA-19’s conning tower connected the
two craft, and an attached cylinder between the
boats allowed crewmen to stock supplies and
make periodic equipment checks en route. On
November 18, 1941, Sakamaki wrote home, “I
am now leaving. I owe you, my parents, a debt
I shall never be able to repay. Whatever may
happen to me, it is in the service of our coun-
try that I go. Words cannot express my grati-
tude for the privilege of fighting for the cause
of peace and justice.”

The five I-class mother ships and their Special
Attack Force minisubs left Kure and headed
across the North Pacific to Pearl Harbor on a
moonless night. They traveled slowly because
of cargo and rough weather, running sub-
merged during the day to avoid detection and
surfaced during the evening, maintaining a dis-
tance of about 20 miles from each other. Com-
mander Mochitsura Hashimoto, skipper of I-
24, remembered many troubles during the
ocean trip to Hawaii, including clogged pumps,
defective valves, and gear malfunctions.

Once [-24 nearly sank because of a stuck
blow-valve, which was freed at the last
moment. After surfacing, the crew found a
crushed torpedo on Sakamaki’s midget sub and

worked all night to replace it with a spare.
Hashimoto later said, “This operation may
sound easy enough, but in fact, it was far from
simple. The lack of space on the narrow upper
deck made transporting something weighing
over a ton to the after-end of the boat no mean
task, say nothing of having to dispose of the
damaged torpedo quietly over the side.”

The five midget submarines were to be
launched off the coast of Oahu where they were
to quietly enter Pearl Harbor, navigate around
Ford Island counterclockwise, and strike the
U.S. battleships moored in the shallow water
of the harbor. The minisubs were initially
expected to attack between the first and second
waves of the air attack. When the American
battleships attempted to get underway and
escape to the open sea, they might be crippled
and clog the mouth of the harbor. “I was aston-
ished and felt as if suddenly petrified,” Saka-
maki remembered of the moment the details of
the plan were revealed to him. “The effect was
like a sudden magic blow.”

Although the plan called for the midget sub-
mariners to rendezvous with their mother subs
to be recovered on December 8, 1941, about
eight miles west of the island of Lanai, Saka-
maki realized that the mission was suicidal.
The midget submarines lacked battery power
to travel such a distance after the assault.

Sakamaki said, “We were members of a sui-
cide squadron. We did not know how we could
ever come back.” Rear Admiral Hisashi Mito,
who commanded a division of submarine ten-
ders, also remarked after the war that all minisub
crewmen “were prepared for death and not
expected to return alive.” The name “Special
Naval Attack Unit” was a euphemism for suicide
attack in the Japanese language. These sub-
mariners predated later kamikaze attack units.

By the night of December 6, the mother ships
neared Hawaii, and the flickering lights along
Oahu’s Waikiki Beach were visible. Landing
lights at Hickam Field on Ford Island blazed.
Jazz music floated from radios and bars.
Everything appeared calm. The large subs
fanned out within 10 nautical miles of Pearl
Harbor’s mouth and waited for the moment to
launch their midget submarines.

Shortly before the launch, Sakamaki wrote a
farewell note to his father, made a will, and cut
the traditional fingernail clippings and lock of
hair for the family altar. Then, he put on his uni-
form, a cotton fundishi (breech-cloth), leather
jacket, and a white hachimaki headband. He and
Inagaki also sprayed themselves with perfume of
cherry blossoms, and both were now ready to
die honorably according to the Bushido code of
conduct for Japanese warriors.
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After loading their midget sub with everything
from charts to tools and chocolate, Sakamaki
scrawled in his log that the two sailors would go
naked instead of wearing uniforms. He also
wrote, “Today, I will shoulder one important
mission, and diving into Pearl Harbor, will sink
the enemy’s warships. I was born a man in our
country and the present daring enterprise is really
the peak of joy. Disregarding the hardships and
bitter dangers of the past year, I have trained and
the time has come when I will test my ability
here. These tubes [submarines] are the pick of
our navy. Moreover, they are the result of the
wisdom and skill of several tens of thousands of
Japanese. In the present operation, the strength
of the crew is even more prepared than the tor-
pedoes and certainly we are all completely
affected by a feeling of self-sacrifice.”

A final test before launching, however,
uncovered a gyro failure on the minisub. Ina-
gaki made a frantic attempt to repair it—with-
out success. So Sakamaki decided to steer by
memory, use a magnetic compass, and rely on
periscope checks for location, all foolish but
heroic choices. When asked if he wanted to
back out, he replied, “On to Pearl Harbor!”

Around 3 AM on December 6, Sakamaki and
Inagaki squeezed into their black-hulled craft
through the attached cylinder. Theirs was the last

sub launched. Telephone lines were cut. Heavy
steel clamps released. The sailors moved toward
Pearl under their own battery power, but trou-
ble shadowed their midget sub from the start.

During the launch, HA-19 took a nose dive
and nearly stood on its head. Sakamaki
reversed the engines to slow down the descent,
while Inagaki shifted ballast around and filled
tanks with water to correct the trim. HA-19’
thin pressure hull would crack below 100 feet.
It took hours to fix things, which set the nerves
of both men on edge. Afterward, they ate rice
balls and drank grape wine before raising the
ship to check its location through the periscope.
They had gone 90 degrees off course and were
heading back out to sea.

“My hands were wet with cold sweat,” Saka-
maki recalled. “I changed the direction three or
four times, hoping against hope that somehow
the ship would get going where I wanted to
go.” But the tube would not head toward the
harbor all night.

The sun rose on Sunday, December 7, and
HA-19 still remained outside the harbor’s
entrance. Looking through the periscope, Saka-
maki saw several U.S. destroyers moving back
and forth across the entrance to Pearl. He
decided to run the gauntlet, but the sonar
aboard the destroyer USS Ward, which had

sunk one of the midget subs earlier in the morn-
ing, picked up Sakamaki’s HA-19 and dropped
depth charges that shook it violently. Sakamaki
lost his balance, hit the side of the conning
tower, and lost consciousness.

“I came to myself in a short while and saw
white smoke in my submarine,” he later wrote
in his memoir I Attacked Pearl Harbor. “1
changed the speed to half gear and turned the
ship around. I wanted to see if any damage had
been done to the ship. My aide was all right.
The two torpedoes were all right. So I got ready
to try again to break through the destroyers.”
HA-19 shot ahead. More depth charges came
from the Ward. Sakamaki ordered another dive.

When Sakamaki later brought the minisub up
to periscope depth, he saw columns of black
smoke rising from inside the harbor. Ships were
burning. The air attack had succeeded. This
prompted him to head straight for the harbor,
but the sub went aground on a coral reef, its bow
lifting out of the water, propellers spinning in
reverse. Most accounts say that the destroyer USS
Helm fired shots at HA-19, which missed but
knocked the sub loose, damaging one of its tor-
pedoes. Sakamaki, however, said he was told later
that a destroyer fired on the minisub, but he “did-
n’t hear any loud explosions at all at the time.”

The situation worsened. Gas leaks from the
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batteries made both Sakamaki and Inagaki sick
and dizzy. They had to move 11-pound ballast
pigs from front to rear on the slippery flooded
floor, suffering electric shocks and becoming
exhausted from the hot and foul atmosphere.
Temperatures reached around 135 degrees
inside. They finally freed the minisub but found
its torpedo-firing mechanism defective, which
now left them weaponless.

Sakamaki wept at the thought of failure and
decided to ram a battleship, turning HA-19 into
amanned torpedo. “I had set out for Pearl Har-
bor with the purpose of sinking a battleship,”
he later explained to a U.S. Navy intelligence
officer. “Although we were able to reach the
mouth of the harbor by creeping underneath
your bombs falling like rain, our accident was
fatal to the submarine. So we determined to
proceed without hesitation on the surface of the
water, dash into the harbor and climb the (USS
Pennsylvania’s) gangway ladder. We hoped to
leap onto the deck and die simultaneously with
blowing up the enemy warship.”

But this fanciful plan also backfired. Depth
charges had disabled the tube’s steering ability,
and it spun around erratically. Interior air pres-
sure rose to above 40 pounds. The sailors choked
and gasped. Their eyes burned. Lurching made
them dazed and weakened. Both seamen finally
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collapsed, and the craft drifted out to sea.

When Sakamaki finally awoke, he opened the
hatch to get fresh air from the cool breeze and
saw land. Initially, he thought he had reached
the rendezvous point off Lanai. Instead, he was
near Bellows Field on the eastern shoreline of
Oahu. He tried to start the sub, but its batteries
sputtered and went dead. HA-19 then ran
aground. The two Japanese sailors decided to set
off an explosive charge in the after battery room
and swim for it. Sakamaki lit the detonator fuse,
and both jumped overboard.

“The water was cold,” Sakamaki later wrote.
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“The waves were big. I could not move freely
and I swallowed salt water. One minute. Two
minutes. No explosion. I began to worry about
the ship. The midget submarine had to be
destroyed. I wanted to go back, but there was
no strength left in me. Neither my aide nor I
could shout to each other. Strength gradually
went out of me. Then I saw my aide no more.
He was swallowed up by the giant waves. I lost
consciousness.” U.S. soldiers later found Ina-
gaki’s body.

Before dawn on December 8, Lieutenant
P.C. Plybon and Corporal D.M. Akui, serving
beach duty near Bellows Field about 15 miles
east of Pearl Harbor, saw someone swimming
toward shore.

“At first we thought it was a big turtle, and
then we could see his arms moving as he
swam,” said the lieutenant. Corporal Akui fired
arifle shot over the figure’s head. Then Plybon
waded into the water and seized Sakamaki,
who was wearing only an undershirt and a g-
string with 15 cents in Japanese currency sewn
into a prayer belt. He dragged the dazed, 127-
pound Japanese sailor to shore with the help of
Corporal Akui. The Americans shackled his
hands and feet, rolled him in an army blanket,
and tied him up. Taken to a detention station
and interrogated, Sakamaki became “Prisoner
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No. 17 of the Pacific War.

The humiliated Sakamaki asked only to com-
mit suicide. “My honor as a soldier has fallen
to the ground,” he told American intelligence
officers. “Due entirely to my inexpert naviga-
tion and strategy, I betrayed the expectations
of our 100 million people and became a sad
prisoner of war disloyal to my country.”

Around 8:45 am, lookouts spotted Saka-
maki’s submarine from an observation tower.
It was beached on a reef about a mile from
shore. A reconnaissance plane with two offi-
cers from the 86th Observation Squadron
aboard flew out and made a sketch of the
midget sub, which they gave to the squadron
commander. Several Navy planes then dropped
bombs around HA-19 in an attempt to dislodge
it from the coral reef. The commanding officer
at Bellows Field contacted the Navy submarine
depot, requesting that salvage specialists inves-
tigate the situation.

On the rainy morning of December 10, a crew
from Pearl Harbor arrived to salvage the dis-
abled minisub, eventually towing it to shore by
attaching a cable to its conning tower. A young
radioman named Charles L. Jackson was told
by his chief to strip down, swim out the few
yards, and take a look: “I didn’t argue,” he com-
mented. “I quickly backed away, then swam to
the side of the sub and pulled myself up near the
conning tower. [ looked back at the chief and he
motioned to me to enter the boat. I opened the
hatch and nearly fell off the side. The stench was
so great, I took a few deep breaths, then climbed
on top of the tower to let myself into the small
opening of the hatch ... As I looked around the
darkened interior, I saw the communication gear
on the starboard side, a navigation chart and
instruments were on the port side.”

Several others joined Jackson on the midget
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sub. “As I worked on dismantling the radio,
the officer crawled forward to examine the tor-
pedoes while the chief went aft into the battery
compartment to examine the batteries and
propulsion gear,” he said.

During the search, Jackson found an official
U.S. Navy chart of Pearl Harbor penciled in
with positions of warships. This chart led a
board of inquiry to believe that Sakamaki’s
midget submarine had actually entered the har-
bor and traveled around Ford Island before the
attack. The theory was later discarded because
ideographs gave no sense of the time element,
notations seemed too neat and organized, and
such a route presented execution problems.

Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, commander of
the U.S. Pacific Fleet at the time of the attack,
also reasoned, “It didn’t make sense. They could
see from the hills, so why risk a submarine going
in there?... I would strongly discount anything
except the most positive evidence that the Japan-
ese were stupid enough to send a submarine in
there merely for the purposes of observing.”

Although experts first hoped to examine HA-
19 on land at Bellows Field, they decided to dis-
mantle the vessel into three sections and exam-
ine it at Pearl Harbor. A year later, on November
30, 1942, a bronze plaque on a stone base was
placed in front of the post headquarters at Bel-
lows Field to honor those men who helped cap-
ture Sakamaki and the Japanese minisub.

The curious tale of midget sub HA-19 contin-
ued. Although it had suffered damage to the rud-
ders, torpedoes, propellers, and bow net cutter,
the vessel still remained in good condition and
was outfitted as a traveling exhibit without
periscope, motor, and most of its original equip-
ment. Damaged parts were repaired with parts
from a midget sub rammed in Pearl Harbor by
the destroyer USS Monaghan. Electrical fixtures

were installed, dummy batteries and motor
added, and 22 small windows cut in the hull.

During the war, HA-19 toured 41 states on
a trailer, draped in red, white, and blue bunting,
promoting the slogan “Remember Pearl Har-
bor.” Millions bought war bonds and stamps
to get a glimpse of the vessel and look inside.
Even President Franklin D. Roosevelt inspected
it at Mare Island. The traveling HA-19 raised
enough money to repair all the ships damaged
at Pearl Harbor during the brutal attack.

After the war, HA-19 sat rusting at the Navy
Pier in Chicago. It was later sent to a museum
in Key West, Florida, and is now on display at
the National Museum of the Pacific War in
Fredericksburg, Texas.

The Japanese high command spread propa-
ganda that one of the midget subs had sunk the
battleship USS Arizona, which had actually
been destroyed from the air. One book praised,
“Dashing courageously into Pearl Harbor, they
completed their task and then calmly awaited
death. It came, and they faced it with smiles on
their faces. When our thoughts dwell on their
gallant deed and we recall their great act of sac-
rifice, how can we help but become overcome
with the deepest feeling of emotion?”

Paintings and postcards romanticized the
midget submarine sailors who lost their lives at
Pear] Harbor, but Sakamaki is excluded from
any mention. His image is not present in memo-
rial artwork. The Japanese were aware that
HA-19 and Sakamaki had both been captured.
Having failed in his mission and lived, Saka-
maki had become an outcast.

Throughout the war in the Pacific, Japanese
midget subs made meager contributions. The
Pearl Harbor plan had apparently failed.
Around 40 more minisubs failed to achieve any
notable success at Guadalcanal, the Aleutians,
the Philippines, Saipan, Okinawa, or Sydney,
Australia. One, however, nearly made history
when its torpedo narrowly missed the cruiser
USS Boise in the strait between Negros and
Siquijor Islands. Aboard the ship at the time
was General Douglas MacArthur, commander
of Allied forces in the South Pacific.

After the war, Kazuo Sakamaki married,
wrote his memoirs, and eventually rose to
become Production Chief of Toyota’s Export
Division in Nagoya. He later became president
of Toyota in Brazil. He died on November 29,
1999, still remembered as “Prisoner No. 1” of
the Pacific War. o

Dr. John Perry is a professor of English, Speech
Communication, and Communication Arts at
the University of the Incarnate Word in San
Antonio, Texas.
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Top Secret

Nomads of War

The Long Range Desert Group became legend while
fighting a powerful enemy in an unforgiving climate.

“THE PROBLEM,” A MEMBER SAID, “IS TO MAKE YOURSELF SO MUCH MASTER
over the appalling difficulties of nature—heat, thirst, cold, rain, fatigue—that, overcoming these
you yet have physical energy and mental resilience to deal with the greater object, the winning of
the war.”

The men of the Long Range Desert Group (LRDG) in the Middle East in World War II did this,
and more. The LRDG had been variously described as “arguably the most dashing and success-
ful irregular formation on either side in the entire war,” and “probably one of
the most cost-effective special forces in the history of warfare.” It carried out
some 200 missions across a desert the size of India, then through the Mediter-
ranean, the Balkans, and the Adriatic; in five years of existence, there were only
five months when an LRDG patrol was not on an operation.

The Long Range Desert Group was created, literally, by accident. A collision in

A contingent of the British LRDG
sets off on a perilous mission
behind Axis lines in North
Africa. The steel mats were
used to extricate tires from

soft sand, while the cylinders

| By JohnW. Osborn, Jr. |

From 1925 to 1935, Bagnold had explored
the Great Libyan Desert, 1,100 miles east to
west, 1,000 miles north to south, as part of an
international group that included the future
central character of the novel and film The Eng-
lish Patient, Hungarian Count Laszlo Almasy.
“Never in our peacetime travels had we imag-
ined that war could ever reach the enormous
empty solitudes of the inner desert, wailed off
by sheer distance, lack of water and impassable
seas of sand dunes,” Bagnold remembered.
“Little did we dream that any of the special
equipment and techniques we had evolved for
very long distance travel, and for navigation,
would ever be put to serious use.”

A notice about Bagnold in an Egyptian news-
paper led to him being sent for by the British
commander in chief of the Middle East, Sir
Archibald Wavell. Bagnold recalled how Wavell
“sat me in an armchair, and I told him what I
thought was wrong. ‘We ought to have some
mobile ground scouting force, even a very small
scouting force, to be able to penetrate the desert
to the west of Egypt, to see what was going on.
Because we had no information on what the
Italians might be doing.” (The Germans had not
yet intervened in North Africa.) He said, ‘What
if you find that the Italians are not doing any-
thing in the interior at all?’ I replied without
thinking. ‘How about some piracy on the high
desert?” His rather stern face broke into a broad
grin, ‘Can you be ready in six weeks?””

Bagnold was ready in just five weeks. For
vehicles he chose Chevrolet trucks for their
proven durability in the desert, though they got
only six miles to the gallon out there. For equip-
ment, he used a sun compass he had designed
and army radios with a skip range of 1,200
miles. For his men he rejected death or glory
daredevils and instead contacted old desert
hands and recruited 150 New Zealanders (200
eventually served) for their toughness, even
temperament, and being used to repairing
trucks on their farms.

In its first operation, in August-September
1940, the Long Range Desert Group proved its
worth and routed the skeptics as two units, one
led by Bagnold, crossed 4,000 miles undetected,
scouted and attacked Italian
outposts, survived the paralyz-
ing heat of the day and freez-
ing cold of the night, then suc-
cessfully rendezvoused. From
then on until the end of the

a British convoy in the Mediterranean Sea forced a troopship to dock at Alexan- at the sides collected water campaign at least one LRDG
dria, Egypt, for repairs. Among those deposited there was Major Ralph Bagnold should the radiator boil over. unit was always out on patrol.
of the British Army’s Royal Engineers en route to a posting in East Africa. (Library of Congress) An average LRDG patrol was
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ABOVE: On patrol in the desert in March 1941, a truck of the Long Range Desert Group traverses

-

a sand dune. One LRDG trooper is manning the weapon of choice, a Vickers machine gun. RIGHT: Keeping
alert to report enemy movements, a two-man LRDG team remains concealed behind Axis lines.

(Above: Australian War Memorial / Right: Imperial War Museum)

composed of 40 men in 10 vehicles (most of
them carrying fuel, water, ammunition, spare
tires, and food), lasted three weeks, and cov-
ered 2,000 miles. “The men of the LRDG
patrols were quite a sight on their return to
Cairo from a month’s trip to Libya,” wrote Saul
Kelly in The Last Oasis. “Unwashed (for the
water ration did not allow it), bearded, burnt
brown by the sun and clad in ragged shirts,
shorts, and sandals, they had the air about them
of a bunch of wild-eyed Biblical hermits emerg-
ing from their sojourn in the Wilderness.”

Survival depended daily on concealment.
Trucks were camouflaged with scrub or nets.
Then it was found that painting the trucks rose
pink and olive green made them almost invisi-
ble from the air Patrols could simply stop at the
sound of approaching aircraft and let them pass
over.

Survival in crisis depended on ingenuity and
sheer will. A cracked crankcase was repaired
with a mixture of sand and chewing gum.

WWII HISTORY

When patrols did come under air attack, they
would drive into sandstorms and even into the
dust clouds kicked up by the exploding bombs
being dropped on them. Trooper R.]. Morse,
wounded and separated from his patrol,
walked 210 miles until he was picked up.

But the heat was as dangerous an adversary
as the Germans and Italians; the men of the
LRDG had to endure temperatures of 120
degrees in the shade on just six pints of water
a day. “You don’t merely feel hot, you don’t
merely feel tired, you feel as if every bit of
energy had left you, as if your brain was thrust-
ing its way to the top of your head and you
want to lie in a stupor until the accursed sun has
gone down,” an officer said.

Like explorers, the men of the LRDG had to
find a way or make one. One of Bagnold’s old
desert hands, Captain William Kennedy Shaw,
said, “You were in another world. A treeless,
plantless, waterless, nameless world, almost
featureless.” Progress could be as little as four

miles a day, tires deflated to keep the trucks
from bogging down in sand. One of the few
maps the LRDG had was captured from the
Italians. “The mountains were all high, as
became the dignity of Fascist Italy. Making our
way anxiously toward an obviously impassable
range of hills, we would find we had driven
over it without feeling the bump,” an LRDG
officer said.

The Long Range Desert Group’s operating
three R’s were reconnaissance, road-watching,
and raiding. Underlying them was a fourth R.
As military historian Brigadier Julian Thomp-
son wrote, “They were utterly reliable. If they
said they would arrive at an exact spot in the
desert 1,000 miles away at a certain time, they
almost invariably did.”

General Bernard L. Montgomery, the hero of
El Alamein, said that, but for the LRDG’s prob-
ing of the Mareth Line in Tunisia, his attack
“would have been a leap in the dark.” The head
of military intelligence in the Middle East con-
sidered the LRDG’s surveillance of the Tripoli-
Benghazi road—confirming intelligence reports
of the strength of Field Marshal Erwin Rom-
mel’s Afrika Korps—to be its single most
important contribution to the campaign. Of
those nerve-wracking vigils, concealed and not
daring to move, an LRDG man wrote, “You
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look at your watch at 11:00 and look again
four hours later and it’s 11:15.”

The LRDG planted mines, ambushed con-
voys, and roared out of the night onto enemy
bases and runways, machine guns blazing and
blowing up fuel depots and aircraft, sometimes
destroying or damaging dozens of planes in a
single raid. “To the Italians, the raiders seemed
to appear from nowhere, as if from a fourth
dimension, and to disappear as rapidly,” wrote
Bagnold. One unit had simply driven up the
open road to their objective past enemy vehi-
cles. Since the Germans and Italians utilized
captured British trucks no one paid them any
attention!

The Germans conceded, “The LRDG plays
an extremely important part in the enemy sab-
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otage operation,” and paid it the compliment of
forming its own version led by Bagnold’s old
desert colleague Count Lazslo Almasy. Despite
the curious use of his real name, the depiction
of Almasy in The English Patient is entirely fic-
titious. He was an active Nazi who also hap-
pened to be homosexual. He died, not horrifi-
cally burned in an abandoned Italian villa in
19435, but of dysentery in Innsbruck, Austria, in
1951. In his memoirs, Bagnold only mentions
Almasy as “a Hungarian desert enthusiast who
had lately served on Rommel’s staff.”

The LRDG also guided other forces to their
objectives, rendezvoused, then brought them
out. It took Free French troops over 500 miles
into the central Libyan desert to capture the
Koufrah Oasis in January 1941, and it worked
with the Special Air Service (SAS) on many
operations, including leading them 1,200 miles
to raid Tobruk in September 1942. One secret
group the LRDG led to its objective was com-
posed of German Jewish refugees from Pales-
tine in Afrika Korps uniforms along with a sup-
posedly defecting German prisoner. The
mission ended in disaster. Only one survivor
reached the rendezvous to report the German
POW had betrayed the mission.

Driving out of the desert for the last time at
the end of the Middle East campaign, an LRDG
man said, “It’s like saying goodbye to an old
schoolmaster, who was very severe and fright-
ening, but whom one knew one was very fond
of.” But the Long Range Desert Group’s heav-
iest fighting and losses lay ahead.

Operating mainly as a commando unit, the
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Following a successful foray behind enemy
lines in the North African desert, members of the

Long Range Desert Group pose for a photographer
in Murch 1941 « (Australian War Memorial)

LRDG went on to see action in Italy, Yugoslavia,
Albania, and the Dalmatian islands. In a throw-
back to its surveillance role, it performed valu-
able coast watching as it searched for German
convoys along the Aegean and Adriatic coasts;
one patrol spent 17 days on the Greek island of
Naxos evading a 650-man German garrison to
report on German shipping in the harbor for the
Royal Air Force to attack.

The LRDG killed 50 Germans at a road-
block ambush in Greece, 80 at another in
Albania. But while the force had lost 16 killed
and 24 missing and captured in the whole
Middle East campaign, it had 41 killed in a
raid on the Greek island of Levitas in October
1943, and a month later Bagnold’s successor
as LRDG commander, Jake Easonsmith, was
killed and 50 were captured on the nearby
island of Leros.

With the end of the war against Nazi Ger-
many, most of the LRDG, though eligible for
demobilization, volunteered for the Pacific.
However, the offer was refused and the Long
Range Desert Group was disbanded in August
1945. Ralph Bagnold continued his desert
research, once having an uncomfortable meet-
ing with Count Almasy at an experts’ confer-
ence in Cairo. Bagnold lived to see the work
that had been used for war put to another pur-
pose. His study of desert sand was used by
NASA in designing its Mars landing probe. o

John W. Osborn, Jr., is a resident of Laguna
Niguel, California. He previously wrote for
WWII History on the Spanish Blue Division.

WORLD WAR Ii
IN EUROPE

D-DAY and the Battle of Normandy
Bastogne to Berlin

Eight Departures, 2009, with Experienced Historians

For a detailed brochure with dates

and prices, please contact:

MATTERHORN TRAVEL

3419 Hidden River View, Annapolis, MD 21403
(800) 638-9150 or (410) 224-2230

www.matterhorntravel.com
holidays @ matterhorntravel.com

MATTERHORN TRAVEL
Established 1966

42 years of successful

Tuskegee Thunder
Robert Bailey « 23" x 16” - $160.00

% Vimginia Bader 3=

'FRAMED AVIATION

| ORODER YOURS TODAY! 800.233.0345 ]

o \:‘;‘;‘r Jol ‘ Reach For The Skies!
‘- end % ot Over 1,000 Prints In Stock
we

Call to find out more about our complete selection
of framed and un-framed prints!

S
ol CALL TODAY TOLL FREE: 800.233.0345
Virginia Bader [ " bta@aol.com web site: virginiabader.com

TANGMERE PRODUCTIONS

19531 Campus Dr., Suite-19, Santa Ana, CA 92707 U.S.A.

Threatening Skies
Richard Taylor » 24” x 16” - $160.00

JANUARY 2009 WWII HISTORY

31



Buck Compton, the storied 31-«4 f

-

leader, tells of his wartime andspe

BY FLINT WHITLOCK

Thanks to the late historian Stephen Ambrose, his book Band ;
of Brothers, and the HBO series of the same title, the leg- - el
endary, extraordinary exploits of Easy Company, 506th Para- - '
chute Infantry Regiment (PIR), 101st Airborne Division, have
become well known to a whole new generation. ~

And one of the most extraordinary men who served with -

that outfit is Lynn “Buck” Compton. His life story would -
make a great film or TV series ‘.’ -

in its own right. It has made for -
a great recently released book, . -
Call of Duty: My Life Before, ’ - - 1\ o
During, and After the Band of 4 =y
Brothers, written with Marcus ~ . ® R %
-

5

Brotherton and including a “- +
foreword by John McCain. : f

To begin at the beginning, ' ™ T
Compton was born in Los 4 —
Angeles, California, on New “. -
Year’s Eve 1921. As might be 4
expected, the young man hated
his first name. “My mother’s
father was from Lynn, Massa-
chusetts,” he said, “and named Lyndley in honor of the town,
so that’s where my name came from. But to me, Lynn was a
girl’s name and always will be.”

He resolved to change it. Always a baseball fan, his favorite
team was the L.A. Angels, a minor-league team in south Los
Angeles. The team had a player named Truck Hannah, whose
real name was James Harrison Hannah. Compton, at an early
age, thought: “If he could have a nickname, why couldn’t I?
One day in grammar school, I rolled around in my head the
name—Truck Compton. Sounded tough, but I also sounded
like a copycat. How about Buck? That was close enough for
jazz. It was settled—Buck Compton was my new name. [
informed all my friends that Buck was the only name I’d
answer to. That was OK by them—nobody wanted a friend
who had a sissy’s name.”
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Scrambling forward through
a shower of earth and rock,
American soldiers seek cover
during Operation Market
Garden. German artillery
fire rains down from deadly
88mm multipurpose field
guns. OPPOSITE: This portrait
of the young Buck Compton
was taken in the village of
Aldbourne, England, just
before Christmas 1943.

(National Archives / Opposite: Courtesy
Compton family)
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Laden with combat gear, American dgirborne troops
await orders to stand up, hook up, and jump. These
troops were the vanguard of the Allied invasion of
Normandy on June 6, 1944. (National Archives)

Growing up in Los Angeles, he also became
a movie fan and a young extra in several films,
even appearing in a few scenes with up-and-
coming child actor Mickey Rooney. Unhappy
with Compton’s efforts in the silent classic,
Modern Times, star and director Charlie
Chaplin fired him from the set. The Compton
family lived a lower-middle-class existence
during the Great Depression, and the loss of
the meager movie extra income brought home
by Buck was keenly felt. To take up part of
the slack, he earned a few dollars a week as a
caddy at a local golf course as well as a news-
paper delivery boy.

Besides being an avid baseball fan, Compton
developed into a standout player. After he
entered high school, he continued to pursue his
interest in the game, becoming the all-league
catcher his senior year. He also went out for the
football team where the coach, a brusque,
demanding man, never settled for less than 100
percent effort. It was a lesson Buck Compton
never forgot. “Coach Bert’s voice helped push
me through a lot of hard times, including the
war years,” he said. “His presence became a
part of me. Whatever mud or snow we were in,
if our ammunition ran low or we didn’t eat for
some time, Coach Bert was there. His voice
ingrained its way into my head. I couldn’t shake
that booming voice if I tried.”

In 1939, Compton graduated from high
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school and was offered a football scholarship
to UCLA. But before he could enter college,
tragedy struck; Buck’s father, plagued by
feelings of inadequacy and alcoholism, com-
mitted suicide.

Crushed by the loss of his father and strug-
gling to comfort his distraught mother, Comp-
ton said his high school football coach became
a “tower of strength” for him and helped him
get through that difficult time. He related,
“Coach Bert became an example of what it
means to be truly strong. Even when life throws
you down, somehow you get up and continue;
if you can help others in the process, you do
that then, t00.”

Compton then entered UCLA with his foot-
ball scholarship but was required to work four
hours a day on campus for 50 cents an hour.
From 6 until 8 AM each day, he picked up trash,
then attended class, then spent his afternoons at
football practice, then had another two hours in
the evening picking up trash again. “Hoo boy,”
he laughed, “I was really a big man on campus!”

During a meaningless game in his freshman
year, while playing center, he was blindsided by
an opponent with a block that nearly destroyed
his knee. But he toughed it out and continued
to play, albeit heavily taped up.

In his junior year, Compton went out for the
UCLA baseball team and became the starting
catcher (one of his teammates was Jackie

Robinson). Compton was also named to the
all-league team and later inducted into the
UCLA Baseball Hall of Fame; he hoped that a
major-league career was just around the corner.

While in school, Compton joined a fraternity.
One of his fraternity brothers was Captain Dick
Jensen, General George Patton’s personal aide
who was later killed during the fighting in
North Africa.

At UCLA, Compton was also enrolled in the
ROTC program. “I didn’t know of anybody
who was bothered by having to do two years
of ROTC,” he said. “Our education was being
subsidized by the American taxpayers, so none
of us considered it unreasonable to give a cou-
ple of years’ military training in exchange for it.
When I hear today of major state universities
trying to bar armed forces recruiters on cam-
pus, that strikes me as unconscionable.”

Although Buck Compton hoped to be play-
ing major-league baseball when he graduated
in 1943, life had other plans for him. On
December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor and other installations in the Pacific.
Within days, the United States was at war with
both Japan and Nazi Germany.

“After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor,”
Compton said, “the climate in America
changed almost overnight. There was a lot of
concern that the Japanese would follow up
Pearl Harbor by bombing the United States



mainland. On campus, everybody’s outlook
suddenly got very serious. We all knew active
duty lay ahead. The only question was which
branch of service a guy would go into.”

The war did not touch Compton immedi-
ately; he remained in school expecting to
receive his draft notice any day. After playing
against Georgia in the January 1943 Rose Bowl
game (UCLA lost, 9-0), Compton received his
induction notice; he was to report to the Offi-
cer Candidate School at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia. As he waited at L.A.’s Union Station for
the train that would take him and several hun-
dred other recruits eastward, Compton mused
that everyone seemed to be feeling a sense of
duty. “We had been waiting for our call, and
this was it. It was our responsibility to go and
fight,” he said. “Young men heading off to war
have no idea of the darkness that lies ahead.
We certainly didn’t, anyway. The atmosphere
on the train bordered on a party.”

The festive atmosphere vanished once the
recruits reached Columbus, Georgia, on the
outskirts of Fort Benning. Buck Compton was
anxious to get into uniform, begin OCS, and
prove that he had what it took to be an officer
and a leader of men.

It would take a while. “Our status in Officers
Candidate School felt strange,” he said. “We
were neither fish nor fowl. We weren’t sworn in
yet as soldiers, but we were officially on active
duty with a unit. We didn’t have rank yet, and
we dressed like privates. It would take the full
90 days at Benning until we received our com-
missions.” Finally, Compton and the others in
his class received the gold bars of second lieu-
tenants and eagerly anticipated their upcoming
assignments.

As it turned out, Compton received orders
directing him to report to the 176th Infantry
Regiment, a component of the Virginia
National Guard at Benning, where his duty
each day was teaching a one-hour class in air-
craft identification. The rest of his day was
spent sleeping late, eating, relaxing, eating,
going for a swim at the officers’ club, eating,
and just plain goofing off. If this was the Army
during wartime, he was mightily bored by it.

Then one day Compton was assigned to play
baseball for the regimental team. As the major-
ity of major-league ballplayers were in the ser-
vice, the regimental teams were quite good.
“Nearly all baseball players were prevented
from seeing combat,” observed Compton.
“The great Joe DiMaggio, as well as Hank
Greenberg, the Tigers® star power hitter, were
among the many ballplayers who asked for
combat duty but had it denied.”

Also at Benning was Bob Waterfield, who

had been the star quarterback at UCLA when
Compton was there. Waterfield was in the
process of organizing an on-post football team
and wanted Compton to be his assistant coach.
At the time, Waterfield was married to the sexy
movie starlet Jane Russell, and they lived in on-
post housing. When out in the field on maneu-
vers, Waterfield even requested that Compton
escort his wife to dances and parties.

Compton recalled that one day, when he was
visiting the Waterfield quarters, “Bob seemed
totally engrossed in the playbook he was map-
ping out, and I remember thinking that if  were
married to Jane Russell, I'd never give football
a second glance.”

Compton continued to play baseball for the
regimental team but was growing more dis-

Airborne veteran Lynn “Buck” Compton is shown in
his catcher’s gear while playing baseball for UCLA.
Compton proved himself a fine athlete and later
played minor league baseball. (courtesy compton famiy)

contented by the day. Although many soldiers
would have given their eyeteeth for the privilege
of playing baseball for the duration in a safe,
cushy, stateside setting, he felt that there was a
job to be done and a war to be won—and it
would not be won on the baseball diamond.

Knowing that the regimental commander
would likely quash his application to transfer to
another outfit, Compton learned that transfers
were being automatically approved for anyone
wanting to become a pilot or join the para-
troops. He noted, “Flight training took a full
year to make it up the ranks from cadet to pilot.
I thought the war would be over in a year—we
all did. But jump training only took a month.”
Compton put in for jump school.

“Overseas was where the action was. [ wanted
to be in the action. I wanted to win,” said the

ever-competitive Compton, who looked forward
to learning how to leap out of airplanes.

The parachute school was right there at Fort
Benning, where Compton and several hundred
others, officers and enlisted men alike, were put
through the rigorous, physically and mentally
demanding challenge of airborne training.

For four weeks Compton gutted it out, deter-
mined to earn the coveted, silver-winged badge
of a paratrooper. At last the course was com-
pleted and Compton received his wings. He
was then assigned to the 515th PIR, which
would soon become a part of the newly formed
17th Airborne Division at Camp Mackall,
North Carolina.

Shortly after joining the 17th Airborne,
Compton received new orders directing him to
report to the 101st Airborne Division, which
was already in training in England. One of
Compton’s former football teammates at
UCLA had seen his name on a list of airborne
officers, pulled a few strings, and had him sent
to the 101st.

In December 1943, Compton and several
thousand soldiers crossed the Atlantic on the
former luxury liner Queen Elizabeth, which
had been converted into a troopship. Once the
ship docked in Scotland, Compton took a train
southward to the small, picturesque English vil-
lage of Aldbourne, where he found E Company,
506th PIR, commanded by 1st Lt. Thomas
Mechan, encamped. They had been there since
August 1942.

The officers of E Company were quartered in
a large, two-story manor house located on Ald-
bourne’s town square, while the enlisted men
were housed in stables adjacent to the manor
house and also in Quonset huts. It was cold,
wet, and clammy. Heat and hot water were in
short supply, but there were gripes aplenty.

Compton was taken to meet the 1st Platoon
commander, 1st Lt. Dick Winters, and his assis-
tant, Lieutenant Harry Welsh. Winters impressed
Compton greatly. “He was from eastern Penn-
sylvania,” Compton recalled, “and had grown
up with a strict Mennonite background. He was
a hard worker, serious, and had paid his own
way through college.” He had also earned his
commission through OCS and had been one of
the original members of Easy Company, surviv-
ing all the hell that Captain Herbert Sobol, the
company commander at Camp Toccoa, Geor-
gia, could dish out.

Compton’s first job was as assistant platoon
leader of the 2nd Platoon. He said, “This was
it. This was why I quit playing baseball and
volunteered to be a paratrooper.” He also
noted that his life would never be the same.
The company was made up of about 150 sol-
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diers, and the 506th PIR had nine companies,
or almost 1,500 men. In total, with all of its
organic units, the 101st Airborne Division had
about 10,000 soldiers.

Second Lieutenant Buck Compton also dis-
covered that it was difficult for a newcomer,
especially a “90-day wonder,” to be welcomed
into the ranks of a proud, closely knit, and well-
trained group of soldiers.

As only one-ninth of the regiment, E Com-
pany, noted Compton, “still comprised a stal-
wart and elite group of men. I doubt if anyone
would ever describe E Company as ‘average.’
Throughout the course of the war, the unit
encountered situations that required extraordi-
nary bravery, as many units did. I am honored
to be included in their ranks. But when I joined

the unit in December 1943, it took me a while
to feel like I belonged.”

Like many second lieutenants, Compton
quickly learned that it was the sergeants who
did much of the “leading” in a platoon and
company, and he was blessed with having some
exceptionally fine sergeants, men such as Don
Malarkey, Bill Guarnere, and Joe Toye.

Compton said that he would tell one of his
NCOs what needed to be done, and the
sergeant would make sure it got done. “I just
sort of stood around and watched them per-
form. I never found any occasion to administer
any kind of discipline or chew anybody out, the
way some officers do.”

He also ingratiated himself with his men by
refusing to build barriers between himself as
an officer and them as enlisted men; he
enjoyed shooting the bull and playing poker
with them. Lieutenant Winters disapproved
of such fraternization, and he and Compton
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once got into a heated argument about such
un-officerly behavior.

In the end, Compton realized the reason for
such rules. An officer might be reluctant to
order an enlisted “buddy” into carrying out a
deadly mission but, as he said, “I’ve never
found it easy to order anybody around. I'd
rather ask someone for something than demand
it. It was not in my nature to be anything other
than myself. If I consider somebody a friend,
enlisted man or otherwise, I don’t hide it.”

Compton’s easygoing attitude is probably one
reason why so many of his men grew to have
such affection for him. One of his men, Edward
“Babe” Heffron, said later, “Buck is not only one
of the nicest men I’ve ever known, a very hum-
ble man, but out of all the officers in Easy Com-
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pany, Buck was closest to the guys.”

During the first half of 1944, training for the
invasion of the European continent continued
at an ever-quickening pace. Several practice
jumps a week were scheduled, and the airborne
troops rarely went anywhere at a walk. It was
always double time. When they weren’t jump-
ing out of airplanes, the paratroops were on the
rifle or grenade range, or the bayonet course, or
improving their hand-to-hand fighting skills.

While training in England, Buck Compton
broke an ankle, but it healed quickly and within
a few weeks he was back taking part in maneu-
vers with the rest of his platoon. He knew
something big was in the works; throughout
the spring of 1944 huge swarms of B-17 and B-
24 heavy bombers, on their way to bomb
enemy targets, covered the sky above Ald-
bourne, and scuttlebutt was rife with specula-
tion about the impending invasion of France.
Compton could not wait for it to begin.

In May 1944, the division was alerted that
the “big step-off” was imminent, and E Com-
pany was moved from Aldbourne to an
encampment at Upottery Airfield near Devon
on the southern coast.

“Tension grew in anticipation of what we
knew would soon come,” he recalled. “We
went through days of extensive briefings, and
were shown maps and sand tables and told to
memorize everything we saw.”

Their specific mission soon became clear.
While over 150,000 seaborne troops were
scheduled to hit five invasion beaches along the
Normandy coast, three airborne divisions, two
American and one British, would precede the
beach landings and be dropped behind enemy
lines to sow confusion, attack enemy positions
from the rear, and seal off routes the Germans
would likely use to smash into the flanks of the
invasion sites.

The 101st Airborne’s mission was to drop in
the vicinity of Ste.-Marie-du-Mont, seize four
causeways behind Utah Beach at the base of the
Cotentin Peninsula, and prevent any German
incursions into the invasion area where the 4th
Infantry Division would be wading ashore.

The paratroops knew that if they failed, the
4th could be driven back into the sea. They also
knew that if the 4th failed to secure the beach-
head, there would be no rescue for the airborne
divisions. So both the airborne and seaborne
troops were vitally dependent upon each other’s
success. Delayed for a day by a major storm rav-
aging the English Channel, Operation Overlord
got under way late on the night of June 5, 1944.

As troopships, support ships, and warships
left their ports along the southern coast of Eng-
land, the heavily laden airborne forces (each
man carried between 70 and 100 pounds of
equipment) were gathering at their airfields,
climbing into hundreds of aircraft of the United
States Army Air Forces Troop Carrier Com-
mand that would deliver them to hostile shores
(it took two C-47s to carry one 40-man pla-
toon), and taking off into the dark night.

The flight across the Channel was routine;
the skies belonged to the Allies. About three-
quarters of the way to France, Compton noted,
“Our crew chief came back and took the door
off the airplane, leaving a hole in the side.”

As the first man in his “stick” of paratroop-
ers, Compton shuffled to the doorway and
looked out. The black sky all around was filled
with transport planes in formation. Down
below, the French coastline came into view.
Then, as they crossed the beaches, “tracer bul-
lets and antiaircraft started to appear,” he said,
“red, blue, and green tracers, spectacular and
deadly against the night sky.



“As we neared our drop
zone, the weather grew over-
cast, and more and more anti-
aircraft flak began to hit near
our plane. Nothing ever hit
our plane directly that T was
aware of. Some flak I could
see exploding outside the
door in the fog bank. Mostly
it was just a crackling sound.
I had never met our pilot, so
I knew nothing about him. I
assumed he was on course
and would slow down
enough to let us jump. What
else could I assume?”

The red light near the door
went on, signaling the men
that it was time to stand up,
hook their static lines to the steel cable that ran
the length of the interior of the fuselage, and
prepare to jump. Stomachs tightened as the
antiaircraft fire became more intense. In other
planes, Compton learned later, panic ensued as
bullets and shells and shrapnel ripped through
the thin aluminum skin and the unprotected
bodies of paratroopers. Some troops bailed out
over the water while others, their planes on fire,
rode their craft down to a fiery end.

Suddenly, sooner than Compton expected,

“Out of all the
horror of war,
the guilt of
survival is one of
the things that
haunts me most
to this day. I will
never know why
I survived
when so many
others did not.”

the red light went off and the
green “jump” light came on.
Operating on instinct born of
endless training, Compton
and his men moved quickly
and threw themselves out into
the black, blazing night. He
hoped that they were some-
where over their drop zone.

The C-47’s pilot had not, as
Compton had assumed, throt-
tled down. The plane was still
rushing along at top speed.

The shock of the prop blast
was more than Compton
expected; it broke the plastic
chin cup off his helmet and
ripped the leg bag containing
his carbine, mortar rounds,
and extra equipment off his leg.

As he descended, Compton could hear the
sounds of gunfire below but none came close to
him. “I drifted into an orchard—some sort of
enclosed field with hedges all around it. My
landing was good, a two-footer. Everything was
eerily quiet. A few cows mooed in the distance.
I was completely alone.” Compton did not find
out until later that his company commander,
Lieutenant Meehan, was killed when his trans-
port plane was shot down.

e

ABOVE: General Anthony McAuliffe of the 101st Airborne Division addresses a gathering of troops prior to the qunchin of Oprution Market Garden in the skies over

While lying in the darkened field, Compton
reflected that, except for his trench knife, a can-
teen, and a couple of grenades, he was com-
pletely without equipment of any kind. “Nei-
ther my first jump at Benning nor my first jump
into enemy territory had gone anything accord-
ing to plan. Nothing had been on schedule.
Nothing had been smooth. What could possi-
bly come next?”

He would soon find out.

The 101st Airborne Division’s first combat
jump had been part success, part disaster. Like
its sister airborne division, the 82nd, units were
scattered far from their intended drop zones.
Vital equipment was missing. Officers and
NCOs were lost, injured, or dead. Thousands
of men had no idea where they were, or where
the other men in their platoons were.

As Compton learned later, “Some para-
troopers were shot on the way down, and some
fell into land that had been flooded by the Ger-
mans and drowned. Some fell on trees, build-
ings, or antiglider poles.”

The confusion did serve one good purpose.
The Germans had little idea of the true scope
and nature of what was happening. In addition
to the widely dispersed paratroop landings,
dummy parachutists had also been dropped by
the Allies, giving the impression of a much
larger airborne invasion than had actually

.

Holland. McAuliffe later gained fame at Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge. OPPOSITE: Shown in their camouflaged emplacements at the town of Ste. Marie-du-
Mont, these German guns were attacked and silenced by troopers of Easy Company, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, on D-Day. Buck Compton was among the
paratroopers who took out the guns that threatened Utah Beach. ot National Archives)
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taken place. German commanders did not
know whether to send their troops in one direc-
tion or another, or to just sit tight and wait for
further orders.

While trying to get his bearings in the dark,
Compton could hear gunfire off in the distance,
could see tracers still criss-crossing the night sky,
could hear the steady drone of aircraft engines
delivering more paratroopers, could see the dim
forms of men floating down from the sky.

“Theoretically,” he said, “I should have been
running into guys from my own platoon, but I
wasn’t even running into guys from my own
division!”

Suddenly another airborne soldier landed
about 20 yards away from him in the orchard;
he was from the 82nd. The two of them headed
out in the direction they were supposed to go:
toward the beach.

As they walked, other stragglers from other
outfits began joining them. They came across a
lieutenant from D Company, 506th PIR, who
had broken his leg upon landing. Seeing Comp-
ton without a weapon, he gave him his Thomp-
son submachine gun and waited to be found by
either American medics or German troops.

The ad hoc squad continued on. At times
other American troops were added, and Ger-
man troops, too, gave themselves up to the
marching paratroopers. As the sky gradually
lightened, the sounds of the battle coming from
Utah Beach began to punch the air.

Compton remembered, “One shell from a
ship flew in like a freight train and landed about
50 feet away from us. It thudded, shaking the
ground, and stuck fast—a dud. If it had
exploded, it would have killed us for sure.”

Compton’s group marched on, listening to
the sound of the naval guns and outgoing Ger-
man artillery becoming louder and more
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intense. Up ahead, taking cover beside a build-
ing, he saw Lieutenant Winters; Sergeants
Malarkey, Guarnere, and Toye; and a handful
of other enlisted men. Altogether the ensemble
numbered about a dozen men. Compton
breathed a sign of relief.

Pulling out a map, Winters told Compton that
they were at an estate known as Brecourt Manor,
about three miles west of Utah Beach. Suddenly,
a battery of German 105mm guns began firing
nearby, their rounds heading toward Utah
Beach. Winters directed Compton to recon the
area; Compton moved toward the sound of the
guns while the GIs kept the Germans’ heads
down with machine-gun fire. He soon discov-
ered the battery of four guns, connected by
trenches, firing on the causeways the 4th Infantry
Division was using to march inland.

Compton jumped into one of the trenches,
aimed his borrowed Thompson at two sur-
prised, well-armed enemy soldiers, and pulled
the trigger. Nothing happened. The firing pin
was broken. The Germans prepared to fire.

At that moment, Sergeant Bill Guarnere, who
without Compton knowing it had followed the
lieutenant across the field and into the trench,
blasted one of the enemy soldiers with his rifle.
The other soldier scrambled out of the trench
and began running away, but Compton lobbed
a grenade at him.

“It detonated in the air right above the Ger-
man’s head, killing him instantly,” he said.
“That was my first kill. Ask me today what it’s
like to kill a man in combat and I don’t say
much. I have no idea who he was, what he did
outside the war, or if he had a wife or family.
You just don’t think. A man is trying to kill you,
and you either kill him first or be killed wait-
ing to assess the situation. I doubt if the choice
I made to throw the grenade was even con-

scious. A sense of duty had long since taken
over. We knew what our orders were, and we
followed through as best we knew how.”

The battle for Brecourt Manor went on for
hours, with both sides trading machine-gun
fire. Compton said, “I don’t remember when
victory was at last declared at Brecourt. All the
German guns were eventually destroyed, and
Winters must have ordered a fallback to our
original starting point. History has shown that
troops landing at Utah Beach had an easier
landing due in part to what was accomplished
at Brecourt. 'm happy about that. If our
actions saved any of our boys’ lives, that’s part
of what we were there to do.”

For his deeds at Brecourt Manor, Compton
was awarded the Silver Star. It was only later
that he discovered that the dozen Americans
had taken on 60 Germans.

The days following D-Day were something
of a blur for Buck Compton. He recalled sur-
viving nearby grenade and mortar explosions
without a scratch, but the exhaustion of com-
bat has dimmed his memory of that period.

One painful incident stuck in his mind, how-
ever. He and a private were patrolling along a
hedgerow and spotted two other soldiers skulk-
ing along another hedgerow about 50 yards
away. Compton noticed that both were wear-
ing German camouflage ponchos of the type
usually worn by SS troops, and one was carry-
ing a Mauser rifle.

Compton and the private opened fire, killing
both men. It was only when they went to exam-
ine the bodies that they discovered the dead
men were both Americans; why they were
wearing German ponchos and carrying a Ger-
man rifle Compton never knew, but the inci-
dent still disturbs him greatly.

“Out of all the horror of war,” he said, “the
guilt of survival is one of the things that haunts
me most to this day. I will never know why I
survived when so many others did not. When
it comes to understanding any of this, I have
long since given up trying.”

One of the key cities in Normandy is
Carentan, between Utah and Omaha Beaches.
Whoever controlled Carentan controlled an
important road network through Normandy.
Both sides knew this, and the Germans were just
as intent upon holding Carentan as the Ameri-
cans were in taking it away from them. The
tough German 6th PIR was securely entrenched
in part of the city’s outskirts—the part that
American troops were ordered to seize.

The battle for Carentan began with an Amer-
ican artillery bombardment that lasted several
days. Then U.S. P-38 fighters worked over the
town from the air. With Lieutenant Winters



now in command of the cobbled-together E
Company, the entire 2nd Battalion was ordered
to make a night approach to Carentan, then
was ordered to turn around and return to its
positions.

The paratroopers, back in their foxholes,
then began taking enemy artillery fire. After
the shelling subsided, the battalion was
ordered once more to advance into the city.
Compton described the place as being “like a
ghost town. It was a shambles—crumbled
buildings, dead Germans lying all over. We
walked down the main street and out the other
side. I'd estimate we saw a dead body every 10
feet or less. Most of the bodies had been pretty
well mutilated by our artillery. I didn’t see any
townspeople; they may have been hunkered
down in their basements.”

As they left the shattered city and reentered
the rural area beyond, the paratroopers were
sprayed with machine-gun fire. A pitched bat-
tle lasted a while, then some Sherman tanks
arrived and silenced the enemy. E Company
moved back into Carentan, where it stayed for
a few days, awaiting new orders. But combat
was finished for them. After a month in France,
the 101st, along with the 82nd, was ordered to
return to England to prepare for whatever new
mission might emerge.

While other Allied units crossed the English
Channel to take part in Operation Cobra, the
breakout from Normandy, and the dash
toward Paris, the airborne divisions enjoyed a
more-or-less “normal” military life of training,
training, and more training.

Interspersed with the training periods,
though, was plenty of relaxation and leave
time. The soldiers explored London and other
sites on their days off, even being invited to din-
ner at the homes of Aldbourne residents who,
in spite of rationing and wartime shortages,
were more than generous to the young Yanks
far from home.

Several times during that summer the divi-
sion was alerted for combat jumps, but the mis-
sions were cancelled; the Allies were making
such swift progress across France that the land
armies had secured the intended drop zones
before the airborne troops could be dropped
on them.

It was not until September 1944 that the air-
borne troops, still encamped in England,
received another assignment. This one was
code-named Operation Market Garden and
had been devised as a way of avoiding the for-
tifications along the Siegfried Line. The plan
called for airborne troops to land behind the
defenses, secure bridges over the Rhine River
in German-occupied Holland, and make a

lightning thrust into the Ruhr, the industrial
heart of Germany. There was even hope and
speculation that, if successful, Market Garden
could end the war in Europe before Christmas.

For this bold operation, the normally cau-
tious British Field Marshal Bernard Mont-
gomery detailed three British and Canadian air-
borne divisions to take the bridge at Arnhem.
Simultaneously, the American 82nd Division
would grab the bridge at Nijmegen while the
101st would assault and hold the crossing over
the Wilhelmina Canal at Eindhoven.

Just as almost everything went wrong during
the first hours of Operation Overlord but
turned out right, almost everything went right
during the first phase of Operation Market
Garden but then went horribly wrong.

The initial parachute landings were flaw-
less. There was little enemy fire, and Dutch
civilians cheered the arrival of the Allies in
their towns. But then the whole plan started
to unravel. There were more German units in
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ABOVE: Operation Market Garden ended in a strate

gic defeat for

Compton realized the mission was a costly
failure: “When E Company jumped on that
sunny day in September, we had 154 men. By
the time Easy Company left for France in
November, 88 days later, a third of the com-
pany was either dead or wounded.”

After receiving initial medical treatment,
Compton was sent back to a civilian hospital in
Oxford, England, to recuperate. A little more
than a month later he was back with E Com-
pany, now billeted in Reims, France. As he
slowly regained his strength, the 101st contin-
ued to train for whatever new mission might
come its way.

A hard winter hit northern Europe, the
worst, some said, in more than a century. The
Allied operation ground to a halt along the Ger-
man border with Holland, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, and France. Everyone thought that they
would just remain in place for the winter, try to
stay warm, and then resume the offensive when
spring came. It did not quite work out that way.

- E 3 . [ -~

the Allies attempting to strike the German

industrial heartland, the Ruhr, through Holland. Here, a pair of 101st Airborne soldiers mans a defensive position
at the “Island” in the division’s zone of operations. OPPOSITE: Several of them arriving aboard a jeep, troopers
of the 101st Airborne Division enter the important Norman town of Carentan on June 14, 1944. The fighting at
Carentan was heavy, and the Americans withstood several German counterattacks. (soth: National Archives)

the vicinity than intelligence had accounted
for. Some airborne units dropped into the
midst of enemy formations and were cut to
pieces. Radios did not work. The armored
columns that were supposed to arrive to rein-
force the lightly armed paratroops were late
and were decimated. Airborne units were sur-
rounded and cut to pieces.

In a fierce battle in a farmyard at the village
of Hegel during the German counterattack,
Compton was hit in the buttocks by a bullet.
He was evacuated to an aid station in Eind-
hoven on the hood of a jeep.

Adolf Hitler, with both his eastern and west-
ern fronts being squeezed by Germany’s ene-
mies, decided to gamble on one last throw of
the dice. He launched Operation Wacht-am-
Rhein, the biggest German offensive since Bar-
barossa, the June 1941 invasion of the Soviet
Union, in the middle of December 1944,

Hitler’s goal was the capture of the Allies’
chief supply port at Antwerp, Belgium, and to
reach the city his troops would need to take the
vital crossroads town of Bastogne, Belgium.
The offensive would be known by the Allies as
the Battle of the Bulge.
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At first, the Germans’ surprise assault suc-
ceeded brilliantly. Caught totally unaware,
American forces were forced to give ground.
Thousands of U.S. troops, many completely
raw and without prior combat experience, were
killed or captured, or they
fled for their lives across
snowy fields.

With their lines shattered,
the Americans needed to
bring in divisions from other
sectors to plug the gaps; the
101st Airborne was one of
those called upon. The divi-

“Landing on us
was the most
shocking display
of firepower
I had even seen.
It was absolutely

finally lifted and the sun came out. American
pilots hammered German formations from
the air.

Yet the battle for Bastogne was not over. In
fact, for Compton and his men, it had barely
begun. In early January, a
heavy German barrage shat-
tered the trees in E Com-
pany’s position and threw
branches and red-hot shrap-
nel around in deadly fashion.

Compton said, “Very sud-
denly, broad daylight, really
bad shelling started coming

sion boarded trucks at Reims . in—big, heavy stuff. Landing
and spent more than a day merciless. You on us was the most shocking
trying to reach the front near could feel the display of firepower I had

Bastogne. All along the high-
way leading into Bastogne,
Compton and his men encoun-
tered long lines of panicked,
demoralized American troops
retreating from the enemy.

Without winter clothing
and low on ammunition, the
101st was thrown into the breach. The para-
troopers marched to the east of Bastogne and
were told to dig foxholes in the frozen earth.
A dark, damp fog settled over their positions.
The temperature plunged to below zero.
Soon it began to snow. The sounds of German
tanks could be heard. Sporadic small arms and
artillery fire hit around paratroopers’ fox-
holes, but the anticipated big attack failed to
materialize.

The tension, though, continued day and
night. Thanks to the cold and the noise and the
German flares that lit up the dark sky, sleep was
hard to come by.

Just before Christmas, the Americans got the
word that Bastogne was surrounded by the
Germans. Compton and his men went without
shaving, without washing. He and many of his
men came down with frostbite.

Compton recalled, “We were alone, out in
the woods, surrounded, desperately low on
supplies. We were in day-to-day survival mode.
Build the occasional fire. Melt some snow. Find
something to eat. Cook it in your helmet. Stay
out of harm’s way. Just do what you need to
do to get through the day.”

The Germans sent a demand to Brig. Gen.
Anthony McAuliffe, the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion Artillery’s commander, that he surrender
his forces in and around Bastogne. McAuliffe’s
one-word reply has become emblematic of
American fighting spirit: “NUTS!”

Then, two days before Christmas, the thick
overcast that had kept Allied planes grounded
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ground bounce.

You could taste
gunpowder

in your mouth.”

ever seen. It was absolutely
merciless. Shrapnel flew and
shredded every which way.
Bursts of dirt and snow
exploded all over. You could
feel the ground bounce. You
could taste gunpowder in
your mouth. For some time,
all was complete chaos. Then the shelling
stopped almost as suddenly as it began.”

Compton’s platoon area was a complete
shambles of shattered trees, downed limbs,
smoldering ground, blood, and bodies. “It’s a
terrible thing to see your guys like that,” he
said. “Death was everywhere.”

Two of his NCOs, Guarnere and Toye, were
badly wounded. Realizing that his portion of
the front line would be unable to hold if the
Germans launched a ground attack, Compton
took off in a rage for the company command
post in an effort to get medics and reinforce-
ments to his position.

By this time, Winters had been promoted and
reassigned to battalion headquarters. Taking
his place as commander of Easy Company was
a haughty lieutenant named Norman Dike; he
and Compton had never got along, and Comp-
ton was furious that Dike was not at the com-
pany command post. Storming back to his pla-
toon’s position, Compton could not contain his
emotions any longer and broke down sobbing
at the loss of so many of his men—many of
whom he had been with since Normandy.
When it had gone into the line around Bas-
togne, Easy Company had had 120 men; now,
only half that number remained alive and capa-
ble of fighting.

A short time later, perhaps thinking that
Compton was reacting to the strain of battle,
the 506th PIR’s commander, Colonel Robert
Sink, pulled him off the line and out of combat.

With frostbitten feet, Compton was evacu-

Marching out of Bastogne in triumph,
soldiers of the 101st Airborne Division
head for a badly needed rest. The
Belgian crossroads town was vital to
the Allied defense against the German
Ardennes offensive, and the airborne
troops held for days against severe
attacks until they were relieved by
General George S. Patton’s U.S. Third

Army. (National Archives)

ated to a hospital in a rear area, but he would
not stay there. Somehow he managed to get
back to his platoon; he wanted at least to say
goodbye to his men. It was a short, bittersweet
parting.

By the time Buck Compton recuperated from
his frostbite, the 101st Airborne was in Austria
and the war was nearly over. A friend helped
him get the job of running the Army’s athletic
programs for the Gls in Paris.

It was a cushy job, and there is no doubt that
Compton’s time in combat earned it for him.
Yet, he was troubled that he had survived and
so many others had not. “Survival seemed so
implausible,” he said, reflecting upon that time,
“but some had made it to the end. I was one of
the lucky ones.”

In December 1945, Buck Compton came
home from Europe. Discharged from the ser-
vice, he returned to civilian life in California.
But his military career had made a deep and
lasting impression on him, and he joined the
active reserves, retiring 20 years later as a lieu-
tenant colonel. He reenrolled at UCLA to fin-



ish his college education, bought a used car
with the money he had saved during the war,
and even went out for the baseball team again.
He looked up his old girlfriend, Jerry Star, and
they married in May 1946.

Believing he had what it took to be a profes-
sional baseball player, he tried out for and made
the AAA Pacific Coast League Spokane Indi-
ans. But his wife was not happy with his career
choice. She pointed out that she wanted to live
in Los Angeles, not Spokane, and the job paid
only $300 a month. Reluctantly, he turned
down the contract and looked around for
something else to do. With school out for the
summer in 1946, Compton landed a job with
one of the movie studios as a laborer, but it was
a dead-end job burdened by what he felt were
senseless union rules.

One day a friend suggested that he apply to
law school; a career in law was the furthest thing
from his mind, but he decided to give it a
go. Strings were pulled, and Compton soon
found himself enrolled in Loyola University’s
school of law; the G.L Bill paid for his tuition

and some of his expenses.

But, as one door
opened, another closed;
Compton’s wife left him,
a not infrequent occur-
rence among returning
veterans.

One day while in Los
Angeles, Compton ran
into an old acquaintance,
Jack Colbern, a man who
had umpired several
of his baseball games
at UCLA. He suggested
that Compton apply for
the police force, where
his athletic talents could
be put to use on the
department’s semi-pro baseball team.

Intrigued by the idea, Compton applied, was
accepted, and soon found himself on the force.
For three months, while he underwent training,
he also took night courses at Loyola law school
and studied on weekends. In what little spare

Former Lieutenant Lynn “Buck” Compton (left)
poses with actor Neal McDonough, who por-
trayed him in the 2001 HBO miniseries Band of
Brotllers. (Courtesy Compton family)

time he had, he played
ball for the police team.
He was also active in the
Army reserves, spending
one weekend a month
and two weeks each
summer drilling with an
armored unit. It was a
brutal schedule, but
Compton loved it.

As soon as he gradu-
ated from the police
academy, Compton was
assigned to plain-clothes
duty, an unheard-of
first assignment in any
police department today.
He also switched his
reserve military duty from armor to the Office
of Special Investigations (OSI), a unit that had
both criminal and counterintelligence functions,
and was assigned to Maywood Air Force Base
in Los Angeles County.

Continued on page 88
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He enlisted in 1934. Except for those at Pearl Harbor, he was the first
American casualty of the war. He spent the entire war as a prisoner and
endured a prison “hell ship.” He lost a brother in the Bataan Death
March. Still with us today, he is upbeat and savoring life.

As a gunner on a Boeing B-17D Flying Fortress bomber returning to
Clark Field in late morning, December 8, 1941, Technical Sergeant
Michael Bibin came out second best in an air duel with a Mitsubishi
A6M2 Zero fighter and was badly wounded. He spent the duration of
U.S. involvement in World War II as a casualty of, and then a prisoner
of, the Japanese. Michael Bibin became a prisoner of war first in the
Philippines, then aboard a prisoner ship, and finally in Japan. He was
300 miles from Hiroshima when an atomic bomb detonated over that
city. Although the Japanese killed some American prisoners of war near
the end of the conflict, Mike Bibin was liberated when fighting ended
August 15, 1945. He later retired from the Air Force as a captain.

Prisoner

Michael Bibin was an early prisoner
of the Japanese during World War |I.

BY ROBERT F. DORR

of War

Approaching his 92nd birthday in 2007, Bibin
remembered scrounging for garbage for nutri-
tion in a Japan prison camp and spoke about
his war.

REFD: Except for those killed and wounded
at Pearl Harbor, you were the first American
casualty of the war. Can you talk us through
your military experience during the run-up to
the war?

MB: I may be the last man who can speak
from personal experience about being a
mechanic on the Boeing P-12 biplane fighter.
[ was a career soldier. I was born in 1916 in
Detroit of Serbian immigrant parents. My dad
wanted me to make my career working in his
butcher shop. My brother Frank and I ran
away from home and entered the service at
age 17 in February 1934. Frank—he was two
years older than I—had taken high school
ROTC. We joined the Army at Selfridge Field,
Michigan, about 25 miles from our home.
When we got there, we already knew how to
do “squads left” and “squads right.” We
became aircraft armorers.

WWIIHISTORY JANUARY 2009

My next experience was with the armament
section of 27th Pursuit Squadron. They had
Boeing P-12Es, which were on the way out,
wood and fabric biplane relics in a time of all-
metal monoplanes.

We transitioned into the Martin B-10
bomber in the 5th Composite Group. We then
went into Douglas B-18s in 1939. Frank and
I trained together as bombardiers and gun-
ners. The B-10 and B-18 had .30-caliber guns.
[ left Hawaii in 1940 and went to March
Field, California. I was single. Frank had just
gotten married and considered flying danger-
ous, so he returned to ground support as an
armorer while I continued to fly.

At March they had B-17Cs and Ds. My
squadron, the 93rd, had B-17Ds. These early
versions of the four-engined bomber did not
have tail guns. The B-17D had the bathtub
under the fuselage—two .50-caliber M2
machine guns were there, pointing aft. The
radio operator in the B-17D had two .50s
above the bathtub. We had waist guns on the
right and left. The nose was on the .30-caliber.

Frank and I were transferred to Luke Field
on Ford Island near Honolulu, Hawaii, in
1937, and we actually worked on the P-12C,
which was even older than the P-12A. T also
worked on the Keystone B-6A biplane
bomber and was trained as a mechanic, gun-
ner, and bombardier. Frank and I were sepa-
rated when I left Hawaii a year earlier than
he did. Frank stayed until 1941, but not until
December 7. We got together again when we
arrived at Clark Field, Philippines, in 1941.
Everybody was hearing that war was coming,
and we thought it would begin at the place
where we’d just arrived and not at the place
we’d recently left.

RFD: American military brass did, indeed,
expect a war to begin in the Philippines. Dou-
glas MacArthur came out of retirement to
command U.S. forces there and took a tem-
porary demotion to three-star rank, even
though he was a former Army chief of staff.
The United States had an ambitious plan to
have four heavy bomber groups, all equipped
with B-17s, in the Philippines by April 1942.




The plan included having 142 heavy bombers in
place by March 1, 1942, That would have been
more than the Japanese could have handled.

MB: Yes, but those dates tell a revealing story.
After all, that plan included me. The plan
wasn’t too little but it was too late.

We were in a tropical paradise where troops
enjoyed sunshine, palm trees, and unspoiled
beaches—and had little respect for the top
brass. We viewed the Philippines as a place
where old colonels went to prepare for retire-
ment and ended the workday at 11:30 am.
Meanwhile, young captains and staff sergeants
battled their bosses and tried to be ready for
war. We didn’t feel good about our leadership
—a lot of this was before MacArthur came
along, and I’ll let others judge him—nor did we
like our prospects if we were attacked before
the buildup was completed.

One squadron commander wrote to his wife

and said, “A troop of Boy Scouts flying kites
could take these damned islands and not have
one shot fired at them.”

We had some old bombers, B-10s and B-18s,
but the idea of the heavy, four-engined bomber
was taking hold and we were beginning to
receive B-17D Flying Fortresses in 1941. T was
a gunner and bombardier in the 93rd Bom-
bardment Squadron, which became part of the
19th Bombardment Group, commanded by
Colonel (later Maj. Gen.) Eugene L. Eubank.

RFD: What happened that fateful day?

MB: There were 35 B-17s in the Philippines
on the morning of December 8, more than
enough to have a tremendous impact on the
Japanese if properly used. I knew that. My pilot
knew that. I was a waist gunner on a B-17
piloted by 1st Lieutenant Earl Tash.

The night of December 5, we’d left Clark
Field for Mindanao and circled the islands
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#Adu young member of the U.S. Army Air Corps, Ml;hel Bibin

poses in uniform at luke Field, Hawaii, in 1935.

looking for a rumored Jap ship. We landed at
Del Monte Field near the pineapple plantation.
On the morning of December 8, we were
returning to Clark Field on Luzon. We arrived
in the middle of the Japanese attack on Clark.
I saw Japanese aircraft flying in several direc-
tions and American aircraft burning on the
ground, sending plumes of smoke into the clear
sky. Later, I learned that they destroyed 12 of
the 19 B-17s at Clark before a single one of
them could even warm up or taxi out. They
also destroyed 34 of Clark’s 92 P-40E Kitty-
hawk fighters, the only fighters in the islands
that might have had a chance against the Japan-
ese Zero if used properly.

Tash and the pilots of two accompanying B-
17s decided to avoid Japanese fighters by flying
in a wide circle around a volcano, about 30
miles west of Clark. I don’t remember exactly
how Earl described this to the crew over the
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intercom. I was trained as a bombardier and
gunner but was doing neither. I was busy scan-
ning, wanting to warn the pilot if I saw any-
thing he needed to know. The situation with
the Japanese aircraft wasn’t clear at all.

RFD: You’re sharing the sky with the first
wave of Japanese aircraft that launched the
attack?

MB: That’s right.

After we’d spent far too much time watching
our shadow cross the slope of the volcano, Tash
decided that the Japanese had finished their
deadly work and had departed. He told us we
would land at Clark. He ordered me to fire two
red flares from a Very pistol so American troops
on the ground would know our B-17.

It was a mistake. There was a second wave
of Japanese planes. It began with two Japanese
fighters making a slashing attack on our Flying
Fortress from below. Here was where being an
aerial gunner was supposed to make a differ-
ence. [ was at the left waist gun position. I

A B-17D Flying Fortress sits on the tarmac at Iba Field, Philip|;i|1es, while visiting ‘flromCIurk Field in October

truded. A round from the Zero had ricocheted
off the gun’s armor-plated shield and gone
through my parachute harness. Fragments of it
hit me in the right arm, right lung, and right
eye. There was blood on the floorboards.

I believed, mistakenly as it turned out, that I
was more disoriented than in pain, more flus-
tered than hurt. We had come under attack
from Japanese Zero fighters and I hadn’t been
able to hit them.

RFD: But one of your crewmembers did?

MB: This Zero lifted up and our radio gun-
ner got him. The radio gunner was just behind
the bomb bay. He had twin guns that fired
strictly above our B-17. He let him have it and
hit him from the nose to the tail. The Jap veered
off. He was damaged. We don’t know where
he went—whether he went into the ocean or
made it to his base or not.

RFD: So Tash didn’t land at Clark Field
after all?

MB: We went back to Mindanao. I got hit at

1941 on the eve of war. The following month, the 19th Bombardment Group was formed. By the time the
Japanese attacked in December, most of the 19th Group's B-17Ds had been repainted in a khaki camou-
flage scheme. RIGHT: The Japanese Mitsubishi A6M Zero fighter dominated the skies above the Pacific
early in World War II. Later American aircraft types surpassed the performance of the nimble Zero.

wheeled the gun around, knowing the Japanese
fighters were below and behind us.

Our bomber was vibrating as Tash tried to
push more speed out of it. The Japanese fight-
ers opened fire. I leaned into my weapon, strug-
gling for balance, but could not shoot at the
Zeros without hitting the rear of our own air-
craft. The closest Zero grew in size over the top
of my gunsight. I was a split second away from
pulling the trigger.

The next thing I knew, I was sitting on the
floor on the other side of the fuselage, blood
running down my face and my left arm numb
and hanging limply at my side. The Zero had
hit the side of the plane where my gun pro-
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12:30 and we didn’t land until 5:30. I lost a lot
of blood.

When I got hit, it spun me completely
around. I was facing the tail. I was on the other
side of the ship facing the front. I laid down
there. The copilot, 1st Lieutenant Keller, came
back to help. The only thing he had was a big
piece of gauze. I had a wound the size of a ten-
nis ball. T passed out a couple of times and
asked for water when I came awake. I lost a lot
of blood. The Japanese shot out our ailerons. I
was the only one hit, but because of the mess
and the uncertainty of the Japanese intentions,
Tash decided to return to Mindanao. One
crewmember applied a dressing to my wound.

Another just looked at it, said, “Oh, God,” and
staggered off.

RFD: We know now that, except for those
killed and wounded at Pearl Harbor, you were
the first American casualty of World War II.
How much were you aware of while Tash
made the long flight back and landed at Del
Monte?

MB: I remember somebody saying the Japan-
ese had not attacked Del Monte. The flight sur-
geon called a stretcher bearer who took me out
of the B-17D. “That’s oil leaking out of the bot-
tom of the plane,” an officer said. “Hell no,”
somebody else said. “That’s Bibin’s blood.”
They set up a makeshift operating room. They
had no blood plasma. They had no blood. They
gave me black coffee for the shock. I still have
a bad left shoulder and a bad arm. They had a
corpsman watch me during the night.

I was still alive a week later when they took
me to a Philippine hospital where an X-ray
revealed that a shell fragment had lodged near
my spine. Doctors removed the metal and put
my useless left arm in a sling.

RFD: You never saw your brother again?

MB: Frank left Clark Field for the Bataan
Peninsula where defenders gathered. By April 9,
their food and ammunition were nearly
exhausted. Frank was among 78,000 Ameri-
can and Philippine troops, most ill or wounded,
who were forced to surrender.

The Japanese marched them 65 miles north
to Camp O’Donnell. About 650 Americans and
5,000 to 10,000 Filipinos died, many of them
clubbed, bayoneted, or shot. Frank survived the
Bataan Death March but later succumbed to

cerebral malaria and died on May 24, 1942. 1
didn’t learn about it until a prisoner transferred
to my camp from his months later.

RFD: You went from being wounded in U.S.
custody to being a wounded prisoner. You said
before the interview that your captors were
“not nice guys.” When did you decide that?

MB: On May 10, 1942, we were given orders
from (General Jonathan M.) Wainwright’s
headquarters to surrender. At our location in
Mindanao, our highest ranking officers were a
couple of lieutenant colonels. We got into



trucks and drove almost to the beach. We were
ata crossroad and saw a bunch of Japs coming
up. They were the first we ever saw, close up.

This Jap held out his hand. He wanted a cig-
arette. I had a pack of Philip Morris. I shook
one out of the pack and offered it to him. He
snatched the pack instead. That’s when I
decided they weren’t going to be nice. But it
was worse than that. I watched them take a
man out and have him dig his own grave. Then,
they lashed him to a stake. A Japanese officer
came over, held a pistol to his forehead, and
shot him in the head. I never knew why.

They took us to what had once been a Philip-
pine garrison. We had no idea that the Bataan
Death March had taken place. It was not until
November 1942 that I learned Frank had sur-
vived the Death March only to collapse and die
afterward. An old master sergeant transferred
to my camp from Frank’s. He was a grizzled
old guy who had fought in World War I. He
told me about Frank.

RFD: The movie Prison Ship, released by
Hollywood just after the war, didn’t begin to
show the true condition on merchantmen that
carried prisoners of war to the Japanese Home
Islands. What was it like?

MB: In June 1944, they transferred us Amer-
ican prisoners from Mindanao to Luzon, and
then to Japan. For the first stage, they put 500
of us in the hold of a cargo ship for the trip
within the Philippines from Mindanao to
Manila. The ship remained at anchor for two
weeks, then sailed to Manila where it was
anchored for another two weeks in 130-degree
heat. Many of those around me died. It’s hard
to think of anything else when all you want is
a taste of water and to get away from the stench
of urine and feces.

They took us off that ship and threw us into
the OId Bilibid Prison. They segregated us.
Some stayed in the Philippines. The men con-
sidered more able-bodied—that was me,
despite complications from my wounds—were
put aboard another ship to go to Japan as slave
labor in mines, factories, and foundries. That
was in July 1944. T was crammed inside this
huge ship with a lot of guys. I never learned the
name of my ship. The conditions on these “hell
ships” were just what you’re thinking. We
never had sufficient water, food, or ventilation.
The temperature was often above 100 degrees.

How tight were we? I slept and ate in a sit-
ting position because there was no room to lie
down. We worked out a system of taking turns
standing so others could lie down. At one point
during that journey, several of us broke out
“God Bless America.” The Japanese pointed
submachine guns at us and we stopped.

On my ship, we had only two
prisoners die, but that was
unusual. Later, the Japanese put
as many as 1,800 prisoners on
one ship. The Japanese did not
mark “POW? on the decks of
these vessels so our own guys
attacked and sank several. One
of the worst prison ship disas-
ters happened to the Montev-
ideo Maru, which went to the
bottom in July 1942 with 1,053
American prisoners on board.
Only a handful survived.

We were crammed tightly
together for our whole trip that
took 90 days. They put us
aboard in June, and we landed in
September. Our ship stopped in Formosa for a
week and a half. The only thing we were allowed
to do was to go up to the deck to use a latrine
that was in a box on the top of the ship. You
went into the latrine, did your thing, and
returned to the hold. After we left Formosa, we
were attacked by an American sub off of For-
mosa. Down in our hold, we could hear a Japan-
ese destroyer dropping depth charges. We were
rooting for the Japanese destroyer because we
didn’t want to be sunk. As with so many aspects
of that journey, we never learned any more. We
arrived at a port in the westernmost Japanese
island of Kyushu.

RFD: A lot of people don’t realize that Japan
runs east-west, not north-south. I guess you
became something of an expert.

MB: No. I didn’t. What port did we land at?
Looking at a map that could be Kagoshima or
Nagasaki, but I never really knew.

They took us by train to my first camp,
located on Kyushu. The spelling I have for it is
Yokaishu. We had 600 men in that camp, about
400 Americans, 35 Dutch (from Java), 50
British (from Malaya), and some others. We
were forced to work in a foundry, processing
brass into furnaces. I was there nine months.
During that time, I got my neck broken. It was
an accident. We were trying to move a piece of
machinery, and the whole thing fell and hit me.
I never learned my neck was broken until
decades later.

After nine months, in May 1945, they moved
me to another prison camp in Toyama. Again,
I worked in a foundry, this time working with
electric furnaces making chrome for aircraft. [
was in an accident when a sledgehammer hit
me in the face and smashed my nose all to hell.
The military later fixed it in 1950. T was in camp
having trouble with my nose and couldn’t
breathe very well.

Proudly wearing his postwar
U.S. Air Force uniform with
the retired rank of captain in
2006, Michael Bibin has often
reflected on his perilous World
War Il experience.

The conditions of imprison-
ment in the Philippines were fair.
In Japan, it was bad. We slept on
wooden floors with a straw mat.
Each man had three thin Japan-
ese blankets of cotton, not wool.
It was so damn cold in the win-
tertime that we all bundled up
together in pairs, two of us cud-
dling together. We never changed
clothes. We had only one outfit.
T'had one pair of pants, one shirt,
and they were not warm. We
were cold constantly. Each bay
had a fire kit made of cement
blocks; they gave us one sack of
charcoal for two weeks to keep
40 men warm. Some guys found
a way to steal potatoes from a warehouse, and
that helped us to have something to eat.

REFD: You almost didn’t make it to the end of
hostilities in the Pacific on August 15.

MB: About August 1, we noticed that the
Japanese teenaged kids around the camp were
sharpening bamboo poles, to put a point on
them. We asked, “What are those for?” They
said, “To kill rats.” Well, we didn’t have any
rats in the camp. I later learned those kids were
ordered to use stakes to kill us. An imperial
order was issued to kill American prisoners.

On August 7, a Japanese interpreter came run-
ning into camp and said, “Eighty thousand
killed!” We were glad to learn that 80,000
Japanese had been killed but we didn’t know
what they had been killed by. He was talking
about Hiroshima. We were preparing to return
to work and the Japanese sergeant said, “Dis-
missed!” On September 3, the Japanese were still
running things. The camp commander, a Japan-
ese lieutenant, put us on a train and took us to
the coast where we met American Marines.

RFD: And then?

MB: I was repatriated to a hospital ship
where I was deloused, fed, and promoted to
master sergeant. When liberated, [ weighed just
80 pounds. Returning to a normal diet, I gained
70 pounds in 90 days.

While stationed in Rapid City, South Dakota,
in 1947, I married Lucile “Lou” Saxer. We’re
still married and have two sons. I was commis-
sioned in the newly independent Air Force in
1950 and retired as a captain in 1963. We lived
in several places, including Tahiti, but have set-
tled in Coeur d’Alene in northern Idaho. o

Robert F Dorr is an Air Force veteran, a retired
U.S. diplomat, and author of the book Air
Force One, a look at presidential aircraft and
air travel.
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In the summer of 1941, the Soviet Red
Army attempted to slow the juggernaut
of Nazi Operation Barbarossa.
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National Archives

After crushing the first-line Soviet armies in brutal
three-week cauldron battles at the border, the
steamroller of German Army Group Center con-
tinued deeper into Soviet territory during the open-
ing days of Operation Barbarossa, the invasion of
the Soviet Union, which began on June 22, 1941.

The twin armored spearheads of Army Group
Center were Panzer Group 2 under the command
of General Heinz Guderian and Panzer Group 3
under extremely capable tank general Hermann
Hoth. Their coordinated offensive on July 10,
1941, unleashed the Battle of Smolensk, a bloody
struggle around the ancient Russian city that was
to last two long months.

The city of Smolensk, long famous for its multi-
tude of churches, occupied a strategically valuable
“land bridge” on the way to Moscow. Known as
the “Smolensk Gates” in Russia, the 45-mile wide
neck of land between the headwaters of the Dvina
and Dniepr Rivers was the traditional invasion
route from central Europe into the heart of Russia.
This road had been taken in the 17th century by the
Polish Army, resulting in the capture of Moscow. In
1812, Napoleon fought a battle at Smolensk, burn-
ing the city to the ground.
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Now, this region of fertile agricultural land
was once again the stage for a titanic struggle.
Still reeling from its earlier unexpected defeats,
the Soviet high command hurriedly deployed a
string of armies to protect this vital sector of
the front. It was imperative to hold Smolensk
at all costs, buying the Soviet leadership time to
mobilize and deploy new armies for the defense
of Moscow.

To stem the tide of disasters, Soviet Premier
Josef Stalin instituted draconian measures. On
June 30, General Dmitriy M. Pavlov, whose
Western Army Front was crushed by Field Mar-
shal Fedor von Bock’s Army Group Center, was
recalled to Moscow. Served up by Stalin as a
convenient senior scapegoat for the series of
disastrous defeats, Pavlov was relieved of com-
mand, court-martialed along with several of his
senior deputies, and executed, according to var-
ious sources, sometime between July and Sep-
tember 1941.

In his stead, on July 2, Stalin dispatched the
top Red Army commander, Marshal Semyon
K. Timoshenko, to take charge of the Western
Front. Timoshenko’s reconstituted Western
Front was created from second-echelon armies
belonging to reserves of the high command.
Spread out along almost 400 miles of front,
from Idritsa in the north to Rechitsa in the
south, were the Twenty-Second, Twentieth,
Thirteenth, and Twenty-First Armies. Survivors
of the Fourth Army, which had conducted a
fighting retreat from the border, were being ral-
lied and reorganized behind the Thirteenth
Army in the area of Krichev.

Another two armies allocated to Timo-
shenko’s command, the Sixteenth and Nine-
teenth, were moving up from the Ukraine by
train and were disembarking at various railroad
stations around Smolensk just as the Germans
launched their offensive. However, the move
from the Ukraine was a difficult one, conducted
in a chaotic atmosphere of poor coordination,
gigantic traffic snarls at railroad stations, and
punishing German air attacks. As a result,
many trainloads of troops and equipment
arrived in the wrong locations, some rerouted
far to the east owing to damaged railroad
tracks. Some units disembarked without their
leadership and equipment, and some head-
quarters arrived without troops to command.

Both sides were racing against the clock. The
Soviet command was rushing forward newly
created units as soon as they were mobilized,
very often practically untrained and poorly
armed and equipped. Lacking reserves and hav-
ing an extensive front to cover, the Soviet
armies were deployed in one echelon, without
any significant defenses in depth. Most Soviet
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rifle divisions held front
lines of up to 15 miles, more
than double what was called
for in prewar planning.

The majority of Timo-
shenko’s forward rifle divi-
sions were desperately short
of specialized equipment
such as radio and telephone
sets, antitank artillery, trans-
portation, and rear support
services units. The drubbing
that the Red Air Force
received in the opening
stages of the campaign and
the lack of sufficient air
defense artillery allowed the
Luftwaffe to operate above
the battlefield with virtual
impunity. Most of the Red
Army’s mechanized assets
were destroyed in earlier
fighting, and tanks were in
short supply to contain
breakthroughs or to follow
up counterattacks.

At the same time, a strug-
gle over the character of
ongoing operations was tak-
ing place within the German
high command. Nazi dicta-
tor Adolf Hitler was preoc-
cupied with the idea of not
allowing the surrounded
Red Army forces close to the
border in the Byelostok and
Minsk pockets to escape. He was demanding
that the hard-charging panzer generals like
Guderian and Hoth slow down, allowing
infantry units to catch up and form a tight dou-
ble ring around the surrounded Soviet troops.
Further, during the first week of July Hitler
began talking about halting the eastward
advance once the vicinity of Smolensk had been
reached and turning the panzers of Army
Group Center north toward Leningrad and
south into the Ukraine.

Another faction was strongly advocating
continuing the rapid push to Moscow. Colonel
General Franz Halder, chief of the German
General Staff, while overtly paying lip service to
Hitler’s plans, tacitly encouraged carrying on
the offensive. In his war diary, Halder wrote on
June 29: “Let us hope that commanding gen-
erals of corps and armies will do the right thing
even without express order, which we are not
allowed to issue because of the Fuhrer’s instruc-
tions to Army High Command.”

Guderian, in his turn, clearly saw that speed

General Hermann Hoth commanded
Panzer Group 3 of German Army
Group Center during the drive
against Smolensk in the summer of
1941.

Lieutenant General Ivan Konev
commanded the Soviet 19th Army
during the desperate fighting
around Smolensk.

was of the essence: “It would be
some 14 days before our infantry
could arrive on the scene. By
that time the Russian defenses
would be considerably stronger.
Whether the infantry would then
be able to smash a well-orga-
nized river defensive line so that
mobile warfare might once again
be possible seemed doubtful.... I
was so convinced of the vital
importance and of the feasibility
of the task assigned me, and at
the same time so sure of the
proved ability and attacking
strength of my panzer corps, that
I ordered an immediate attack
across the Dniepr and a continu-
ation of the advance toward
Smolensk.” General Hoth was
also in support of continuing the
drive on Smolensk.

Planning his attack against
Smolensk, Field Marshal Gunther
von Kluge, in overall command of
both panzer groups, intended to
fracture the Soviet Western Front
and annihilate the bulk of its
forces in familiar cauldron battles.
The northern sector of von
Kluge’s area of operations was
characterized by extensive marsh-
lands, small rivers, and wooded
terrain not favorable for panzer
operations; therefore, the empha-
sis would be toward the south,
where more open terrain was well suited for far-
ranging panzer maneuvers. The epicenter of the
German attack was concentrated against the
area of the Vitebsk-Orsha-Mogilev line.

The capture of Smolensk called for a typical
pincer movement, skirting the city from north
and south and linking up east of it, in the Yart-
sevo-Yelnya area. The XXXIX Motorized
Corps, belonging to Hoth’s Panzer Group 3,
was to strike from Vitebsk to Demidov and,
from there to Yartsevo. The XLVII Motorized
Corps from Guderian’s Panzer Group 2 was to
attack from Tolochin, where Napoleon had his
headquarters in 1812, to Orsha and then to
Yelnya. Advancing on the right flank of Gud-
erian’s group, his XLVI and XXIV Motorized
Corps were to form a smaller pocket around
Mogilev and then push southeast to Roslaval.

The weakness of the German plans lay in the
fact that supply lines were getting seriously
overstretched and the supporting infantry
armies marching on foot, the Ninth Field Army
for Hoth and Second Field Army for Guderian,



were over 60 miles behind their fast-moving
mechanized brethren. This would soon play a
significant role, allowing many of the Soviet
units bypassed by German motorized corps to
slip away to the east.

German plans were slightly delayed when on
July 6 Timoshenko launched a determined
attack against Panzer Group 3 from the Vitebsk
area toward Lepel, utilizing the V and VII
Mechanized Corps. However, the poorly coor-
dinated Soviet attack went in with virtually no
reconnaissance and ran into prepared German
antitank positions. During the grinding three-
day battle, the two Red Army mechanized
corps were savaged in large part by a combi-
nation of vicious Luftwaffe air attacks and the
direct fire of antitank artillery. Counterattack-
ing the reeling Soviet formations on July 9,
Hoth’s 7th and 18th Panzer Divisions punched
a hole between the Soviet Twentieth and
Twenty-Second Armies and captured Vitbesk.

Timoshenko, lacking ready reserves to plug
the gap between the two armies, was forced to
commit the closest units of the 19th Army,
without their having a chance to reorganize
after a difficult move from the Ukraine. On July
10, Lt. Gen. Ivan Konev, commander of the
Nineteenth Army, counterattacked with two
available divisions, the 220th Motorized Rifle
and 162nd Rifle. The 220th, despite being com-
posed largely of barely trained recruits, con-
ducted itself well and even fought to the east
side of Vitebsk. However, it sustained prohibi-
tive losses on its first day of combat, with one
of its regimental commanders killed.

The 162nd Rifle Division fared much worse,
initially making some progress, but falling back
very soon. Maj. Gen. Aleksandr V. Gorbatov,
deputy commander of the XXV Rifle Corps,
approached Vitebsk and encountered groups of
Red Army soldiers streaming eastward in dis-
order. Gorbatov and his staff officers were able
to halt groups of retreating men and begin dig-
ging astride the Vitebsk-Smolensk road. Leav-
ing behind several of his officers to continue
rounding up and reorganizing stragglers, Gen-
eral Gorbatov rushed to the original positions
of the retreating 501st Rifle Regiment, less than
two miles to the west. To his horror, Gorbatov
found the positions completely abandoned,
save for three men. One of them was the regi-
mental commander, a Colonel Kostevich,
accompanied by his chief of staff and a corpo-
ral serving as a radio operator.

Gorbatov later wrote, “When I asked the reg-
imental commander: ‘How did you manage to
get to this situation?’—he, helplessly motioning
with his arms, replied: ‘T understand the gravity
of what happened, but could not do anything;
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begun to turn dirt roads into muddy quagmires. As the fighting wore on, the terrain began to slow the Ger-
man advance. BELOW: The soggy ground was an equal opportunity impediment. A group of Russian tanks lies
mired in the mud of the Russian steppes at Tolotschin. Unable to maneuver, the armor of hoth sides was

sometimes rendered impotent. (soth: National Archives)

therefore, we decided to die here, but not to
retreat without orders.” There were two Orders
of the Red Banner on his chest. But, recently
called up from reserve, he spent many years out
of the army and, apparently, completely lost
leadership skills. True, he was quite capable of
dying without abandoning his post. But who
would benefit from that? It was embarrassing to
look at his pathetic appearance.

While realizing that returning the regiment to
its previous positions was out of the question, I
invited the officers to come with me, loaded
them up in [my] car and took [them] to the reg-
iment. I pointed out to Kostevich a position for
his observation post, advised him how to best
deploy his battalions and fire support assets ...

In the woods, to the right of the highway, I found
the corps’ artillery regiment and discovered that
its guns did not have prepared firing positions
and commanders of the regiment and [its bat-
talions] did not have observation posts.”
Unfortunately, the panic was beginning to
spread through many units of the Twentieth
and Twenty-Second Armies. Lt. Gen. Konev
discovered complete chaos near Rudnya, a
small town between Vitebsk and Smolensk: “A
disorganized stream was moving toward us—
vehicles, wagons, horses, columns of refugees
with many soldiers among them. Everyone was
in a hurry toward Smolensk. It was absolutely
impossible for us to drive to Vitebsk. The road
was completely choked. I decided to [use my]
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On-ihe move during the fighting at Glosoff, German soliers quickly follow a tank that has just crossed d
small stream. The Germans were challenged by rainy weather and lengthening supply lines as they moved
deeper into Russia. (National Archives)

staff officers to put the things on the road in
order, gave instructions to stop all military per-
sonnel, form up infantry units, separate
artillerymen, tankers and send everybody back
to Vitebsk. To my surprise, even tanks were
moving from Vitebsk to Rudnya—several
heavy KVs and several T-26s. Especially strange
was to see the retreating new tanks. Three KV
tanks were moving to Rudnya, allegedly for
repairs. Literally threatening them with guns,
sticking revolvers into drivers’ hatches, we
stopped these tanks, which, by the way, turned
out to be operational; we took them under con-

The Katyusha multiple-launch rocket system
became famous in combat on the Eastern Front.

trol. In this manner we managed to collect by
evening almost a battalion of infantry, a bat-
tery of 85mm air defense guns, and a battery of
122mm guns.”

Despite the best efforts of senior Soviet offi-
cers, during the next several days, Hoth’s divi-
sions steadily pushed the Nineteenth Army east
and encircled the right flank of the Sixteenth
and Twentieth Armies north and west of
Smolensk. On the same day, Guderian’s XLVII
Motorized Corps, skirting the city to the south,
came close to linking up with the northern pin-
cer and completely surrounding the two Soviet

armies. The beleaguered Nineteenth Army and
survivors of V and VII Mechanized Corps
barely managed to hang on to one Dniepr River
crossing near Solovyevo village, approximately
10 miles south of Yartsevo, holding open a life-
line to their comrades at Smolensk.

Launching his attack across the Dniepr River
on July 10, General Guderian established sev-
eral vital bridgeheads on the east bank, striking
at the junction of the Soviet Twentieth and
Thirteenth Armies south of Orsha and prying
apart the flanks of both armies.

A bitter fight flared up for Orsha, defended by
units from the Soviet Twentieth Army. Espe-
cially distinguishing themselves were the 73rd
Rifle Division under Colonel A.I. Akimov and
1st Proletarian Motorized Rifle Division under
Colonel Yakov G. Kreitzer. This latter division
initially belonged to the VII Mechanized Corps
but was diverted south prior to VII Corps’ ill-
fated attack and was spared destruction along
with its parent unit. The 1st Proletarian Divi-
sion, stationed in one of Moscow’s suburbs, was
the Red Army’s showpiece and experimental
unit. It was constantly kept at near full strength
and was usually given new equipment and tac-
tics to test. Colonel Kreitzer served almost his
entire career in this unit, progressing from pla-
toon leader to division commander and, unlike
many of his fellow officers, enjoying the com-
plete trust and confidence of his men.

As a curious side note, many well-known
Moscow athletes were sent to this division upon
mobilization. In addition, Lieutenant Rueben
Ibarruri, son of exiled Spanish Communist
leader Dolores Ibarruri, served in this unit until

wide-area target, desfroying sev-

eral frains and causing significant
German casualties. The success of
its first combat deployment kicked

the production of BM-13 systems

The fighting at Orsha saw the first
battlefield use of the Red Army's
experimental battery of BM-13
multiple-launch rocket systems.
Later in the war, these fearsome
weapons were lovingly nick-
named Katyusha (Litlle Kate) after
a popular wartime song.

The development of these
weapons began well before the
war, in 1938, with a small trial run
of 40 systems built by the time of
the German invasion. The proto-
types of BM vehicles had mounted
launchers at right angles to their
long axes; however, this proved
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very unstable and the launch rails
were remounted lengthwise.

The command staff of the first
field battery, headed by Captain
Ivan A. Flerov, included two civil-
ian advisers to train the crews, A.l.
Popov, one of the creators of the
launch platform BM-13, and D.A.
Shytov, one of the developers of
the M-13 round. The first battery
consisted of nine launch systems in
three firing platoons, a fire direc-
tion platoon with one 122mm how-
itzer for fire correction, an ammuni-
tion platoon, a transportation
platoon, a POL (petroleum, oil, and

lubricants) platoon, and a medical
detachment. One volley of this bat-
tery delivered 112 132mm M-13
rockets with high explosive or frag-
mentation rounds. The highly
mobile battery numbered 44
trucks, allowing the transport of
600 rounds of ammunition and
enough fuel, POL, and food for at
least three days of operations.

The first application of the
Katyusha's firepower was directed
at Orsha'’s railroad station. While
not infended for pinpoint accuracy,
the new weapon system delivered
a devastating amount of fire over a

info high gear, and close to
10,000 systems of all types were
produced by the end of the war. In
addition fo the original BM-13
models, there were multiple varia-
tions of 81mm BM-8 systems, some
of them mounted on jeeps, and
heavy BM-31 launchers for
310mm rockets. The special place
of the Katyushas in the Soviet arse-
nal earned them the official fitle of
Guards Mortars. The Germans
called them Stalinorgel, meaning
Stalin’s Organ.

In the early stages of the war,
the Soviets took great pains to



being wounded in subsequent fighting.

On July 11, as Colonel Kreitzer was prepar-
ing his division for a counterattack the next day,
he was seriously wounded in his right arm dur-
ing an air attack and taken to the rear. The next
day, before Kreitzer’s division had a chance to
attack, its neighboring LXIX Rifle Corps was
hit hard by combined German air and panzer
attacks and withdrew, jeopardizing the flank of
the Moscow division. Despite the best efforts of
its defenders, Orsha was completely sur-
rounded on July 14.

After holding the defenses of Orsha for sev-
eral days, the units trapped within the small
pocket, spearheaded by the 1st Proletarian
Motorized Division, fought their way clear
before the German ring had a chance to solid-
ify. Unable to retreat east, survivors of the divi-
sion, now numbering only 1,500 men plus
some from the LXIX Rifle Corps, turned south
and joined the defenders of Mogilev, also sur-
rounded.

Mogilev, encircled since July 12, was held by
parts of the Soviet Thirteenth Army, in partic-
ular the LXI Rifle Corps under Maj. Gen. EA.
Bakunin. Attempting to relieve pressure on
Mogilev, the Twenty-First Army launched an
attack on July 13 led by its LXIII Rifle Corps
under Lt. Gen. Leonid G. Petrovskiy. In a spir-
ited advance, Petrovskiy’s men crossed to the
west side of the Dniepr River, recaptured
Rogachev and Zhlobin, which had been lost on
July 9, and continued moving to Bobruisk. The
German command had to shift valuable
reserves to slow the Soviet offensive. Even
though much pressure was taken off Mogilev’s

safeguard these weapons, with
the immediate security of
Katyusha batteries provided by
detachments of NKVD (secret
police) troops. In cases when a
launch vehicle became disabled
and retrieval was impossible, it
was blown up in place to deny
the Germans an intelligence coup.
Battery commanders were respon-
sible with their lives for the
destruction of disabled launch
vehicles. Just such a fate befell
Captain Ivan Flerov's battery.
Caught in a cauldron at Vyazma
in October 1941, with his vehi-

cles immobilized by marshy ter-
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West of Moscow, a salvo of Soviet Katyusha rockets
and smoke. The rockets proved to be formidable weapons. Fired by launchers
mounted on trucks, they were highly mobile as well. istein bii)

defenders, the LXI and LXIII Corps could not
link up and Bakunin’s command remained
trapped inside Mogilev.

On July 27, survivors of the LXI Rifle Corps
and the 1st Proletarian Division fought their
way out of the encirclement and linked up with
the main Soviet forces. Not all the Red Army
men were able to make it out of Mogilev. Some
stragglers became stranded in the city when the

-!'I‘-f?-_: 1
explodes in a

wall of flame

last bridge was destroyed by their retreating
comrades. Surrounded Soviet soldiers fought
for another day before being hunted down
among the ruins, killed or taken prisoner.
Colonel Yakov Kreitzer soon rejoined his men,
and the 1st Proletarian Division was rebuilt
with new soldiers and proud traditions.
Colonel Kreitzer himself survived the war and
rose to high rank in the Red Army.

small naval vessels. Later in the
war, many Lend-Lease tanks, which
the Soviet specialists did not con-
sider fo be up to the task of
armored warfare on the Easfern
Front, were used as mounting plat-
forms. However, American Stude-
baker two-and-one-half- ton trucks
were highly regarded for their off-
road performance, and thousands
of them were used as mounting
platforms for Katyushas.

The end of World War Il did
not end the Katyushas' service.
Thousand of them were exported
to Soviet client states during the
Cold War and were built in several
countries under license. American

rain and out of ammunition, Flerov
ordered them blown up. When
fewer than a third of the battery’s
soldiers made it out of the encir-

clement alive, Captain Flerov was
not one of them.

Katyushas were inexpensive and
uncomplicated to produce and eas-

ily mounted on many platforms, ini-
tially including only trucks but
quickly progressing fo tanks, trac-
tors, armored frains, and even

forces faced them during the
Korean War and decades later
in Irag. O
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Artillery elonging to German Army Group Center fires toward the distant enemy at Smolensk on July 13,

1941. One Wehrmacht soldier mans a machine gun in support of the artillerymen. (ustein bila)

When Guderian struck at the junction of the
Soviet Twentieth and Thirteenth Armies on July
10, his attack was so determined that it pushed
the bulk of Lt. Gen. P.A. Kurochkin’s Twenti-
eth Army to the northeast of Orsha and to the
north side of the Dniepr River. While the panz-
ers bypassed Smolensk on the way to Yartsevo,
elements of the 29th Motorized Division broke
into Smolensk from the south and began dig-
ging out the stubborn defenders block by block.
The German attack was executed with such
speed that Soviet commanders did not have a
chance to organize proper defenses of the city.

The city of Smolensk is divided roughly in
half by the Dniepr River, which flows east to
west in this area. By nightfall on July 15, the
Germans were in possession of the southern
part of the city. As the bulk of the city’s defend-
ers, mainly from the Sixteenth Army, retreated
to the north side of the river, the commander of
Smolensk garrison, Colonel P.E. Malyshev,
ordered the inter-city bridges blown up.

The commander of the Sixteenth Army, Lt.
Gen. Mikhail E Lukin, began frantically orga-
nizing defenses on the north side of the river.
With the war less than four weeks old, Lukin
had already distinguished himself as a skilled
commander. When the war started, Lukin’s
army was in the process of being transferred by
train to the Ukraine from a Siberian military
district. As his first trainloads began unloading
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at Shepetovka, Lukin, like Konev, received
orders to divert his army north into Belarus,
where the Soviet forces of the Western Front
were being crushed.

However, an unexpected breakthrough by
German Army Group South at Ostrog threat-
ened Shepetovka, a vital railroad center and site
of a major Red Army supply and ammunition
depot. As the senior commander on the scene,
Lukin hurriedly put together a scratch force
consisting of parts of two of his divisions and
whatever other units he could find. He held the
line for several desperately needed days until a
rifle corps relieved him.

Now, as Smolensk burned around him, Lukin
ordered his men to occupy positions at the
water’s edge to discourage German attempts to
cross the river during the night and establish
beachheads. Lukin’s attempts to shift his troops
from the northern edge of the city to the river
were hampered by having to navigate the city
streets amid burning buildings and German
shelling. It was too late. On the morning of July
16, the Germans renewed the attack, and even
though Lukin’s men fought tenaciously the Ger-
man 29th Motorized Division was in complete
possession of Smolensk by that evening.

Also on this day, Senior Lieutenant Yakov
Dzhugashvili, commander of an artillery bat-
tery in the VII Mechanized Corps, was captured
east of Vitebsk. Yakov was Stalin’s son by his

first wife, Ekaterina Svanidze, who died in
1907 from tuberculosis. Yakov and Stalin did
not get along well, with Yakov often bearing
the brunt of Stalin’s insults and angry tirades.
Later in the war the Germans proposed to
exchange Yakov for Field Marshal Freidrich
Paulus, captured at Stalingrad in 1943. Stalin
turned down the offer, allegedly stating: “I do
not trade lieutenants for field marshals.”
Shortly thereafter, Yakov committed suicide in
a POW camp by charging the wire. He was
shot dead by a German guard.

Hearing of the loss of Smolensk, Stalin flew
into a rage, accusing Marshal Timoshenko and
his staff of cowardice and defeatist spirit. The
specter of the fate of Col. Gen. Pavlov was fresh
in Timoshenko’s mind.

Without giving them pause, on July 17 the
Soviet Marshal ordered Lt. Gen. Konev and his
Nineteenth Army to retake Smolensk. At the
same time, orders were transmitted to the two
armies in the Smolensk pocket to continue their
attacks. While the Twentieth Army fought
northwest of the city, Lukin’s Sixteenth Army
attacked east toward the Nineteenth Army. As
the fighting raged across Smolensk, the major-
ity of the ancient city was turned to ruins. On
July 19, Lukin’s men managed to capture a toe-
hold in the northwest part of the city. In bitter
house-to-house fighting amid the rubble of
destroyed buildings, a precursor of things to
come at Stalingrad, the Germans were com-
pletely pushed out of the northern part of
Smolensk by the end of July 25.

In addition to Konev’s army, Timoshenko
and the Soviet high command organized five
task forces to take control of units that
retreated to the line of the Dniepr and Vop
Rivers, as well as some reserve units arriving at
the front. After a short preparation, four of
these combat groups, each numbering several
infantry and tank divisions, were committed to
the fight directly east of Smolensk, while
another one, under the command of Lt. Gen.
V.Y. Kachalov, formed around his Twenty-
Eighth Army and operated farther south, west
of Roslavl. A separate task force of three cav-
alry divisions was formed under Lt. Gen. Oka
I. Ogorodnikov, a hero of the Russian Civil
War, in order to conduct a deep raid into Ger-
man rear areas.

The experiences of Maj. Gen. Konstantin K.
Rokossovsky characterized the desperation
with which the Soviets attempted to restore the
situation at Smolensk. Arriving in Moscow on
July 17 fresh from fighting in the Ukraine,
Rokossovsky was placed in charge of one of
the task forces, a group of two or three tank
divisions and one rifle division. He was to pro-



ceed with all haste to take charge of the allo-
cated formations in addition to being given per-
mission to round up and take control of all
units he encountered on the road from Moscow
to Yartsevo.

However, he left the capital with only a hand-
ful of people: “The General Staff gave me two
trucks mounting quad air defense machine guns
with crews, a radio truck and a small group of
officers,” he remembered. Several days later, his
combat group absorbed the survivors of the VII
Mechanized Corps, with the command element
of the destroyed corps becoming Rokossovsky’s
headquarters staff.

The newly created combat groups jumped off
on July 23, and they immediately ran into

determined German opposition with the fur-
thest progress being roughly 12 miles. The
intensity of the fighting is illustrated by the
experience of the 101st Tank Division in Task
Force Rokossovsky, which lost 140 of its
roughly 170 tanks during the four days of fight-
ing on July 18-21. Gorodovikov’s cavalry
fought its way to the area of Bobruisk by July
24 at tremendous cost.

Characteristically, the Germans counterat-
tacked. On July 29, the German panzers from
two groups linked up at the Solovyevo crossing.
They destroyed the pontoon bridge and cap-
tured the west side of the river. The Soviets
doggedly fought on, however, and retained con-
trol of the eastern end of the river crossing, pre-
venting the Germans from gaining a foothold
on the east bank.

Farther to the south, Kachalov’s task force,
built around the bulk of his Twenty-Eighth
Army, was almost completely surrounded on
July 26 by several German formations, includ-
ing the 2nd SS Division Das Reich and the
Infantry Regiment Grossdeutschland. In a des-

ABOVE: Two Red Army soldiers lie dead, one stil
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quently fought delaying actions with heroic bravery, but almost all were killed by German bombers.
LEFT: Moscow citizens cheerfully dig antitank ditches. (goth: National Archives)

perate attempt to fight clear of the encir-
clement, Lt. Gen. Kachalov was killed. Fol-
lowing on the heels of the retreating Russians,
the Germans captured Roslavl on August 3.

The fight in the small area between Smolensk
and Yartsevo turned into a slugfest, with both
sides suffering horrendous casualties in the
process. On July 30, after paying a high toll in
men and equipment, Rokossovsky’s task force
broke through to the two beleaguered armies at
Smolensk. By this time, divisions of Sixteenth
and Twentieth Armies were down to less than
2,000 men each. In addition to the Solovyevo
crossing, Rokossovsky’s troops established
another crossing farther north, near Golovino
village, and the units from the 16th and 20th
Armies began pouring through.

Instead of an organized Soviet withdrawal,
the scene turned into a chaotic rout, with peo-
ple desperate to escape literally storming the
bridges. The first to escape were the rear sup-
port units, often abandoning valuable equip-
ment and vehicles. Over the next several days,
however, relative order was restored and the
bulk of the survivors from the Sixteenth and
Twentieth Armies crossed to the east bank of
the Dniepr, abandoning the smoking ruins of
Smolensk.

The retreat was accomplished under contin-
uous German shelling and bombing. When the
pontoon bridge at Golovino was destroyed,
heavy equipment was routed to the Solovyevo
crossing, while infantry and some horse-drawn
artillery continued fording the Dniepr River,
which was fortunately only two to three feet

deep in this area.

Despite the majority of their men fighting
bravely, the Soviet commanders had to con-
stantly contend with breaks in morale.
Rokossovsky later wrote, “To my great sorrow,
about some things I do not have the right to
remain silent; there were many instances of cow-
ardice by the soldiers, panicking, desertion and
self-mutilation to avoid having to fight. At first,
the so-called ‘left-handers’ appeared, those who
would shoot through the palm of their left hand
or shoot off the thumb, or several fingers. When
this came to light, the ‘right-handers’ appeared,
doing similar things, but on the right hand.
Sometimes mutilation was mutual: two men
would shoot each other’s hands. A law was soon
passed, allowing the use of the highest measure
of punishment (the firing squad) for desertion,
avoidance of battle, self-mutilation and insub-
ordination in combat situations.”

As the fighting at Smolensk raged, the Sovi-
ets were making the best use of the time bought
at such a high price. Two more defensive lines
were established east of Smolensk on the road
to Moscow, manned by four newly created
armies, the Twenty-Fourth, Twenty-Ninth,
Thirtieth, and Thirty-First, plus the Twenty-
Eighth and Thirty-Second Armies united into
the Reserve Front under General Georgy
Zhukov.

More than 300,000 civilians were put to
work digging extensive earthworks, which con-
sisted of tank traps, trenches, ditches, and other
obstacles. Among those sent to work on forti-
fications was 18-year-old Moscow student Yev-
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geniy Bessonov. He recalled hard work under
difficult conditions, often being strafed and
bombed by German aircraft: “We worked 12
hours a day and, unaccustomed to physical
labor, would become very exhausted. We
would fall asleep as soon as we touched our
‘bed’ made from hay or straw, prepared mainly
in barns. We dug antitank ditches, trenches
along river banks, foxholes, and set up wire
obstacles. In some instances we would repair
railroad tracks after bombing and clear them
of destroyed boxcars. But our main occupation
was digging antitank ditches.”

Despite the Soviet propaganda claims about
the widespread and enthusiastic support of the
civilian population toward the war effort,
Bessonov and his friends often experienced a
lukewarm response from the locals. He remem-
bered, “Food was poor and insufficient, and the
village population was not distinguished by kind-
ness. Our foreman, who arrived with us from
Moscow, had to conduct talks with residents ...
about helping us at least with potatoes. Some-
times it helped.” One woman told Bessonov, jus-
tifying her refusal, “What am I going to feed the
Germans when they get here soon?”

As more units arrived at the front, Zhukov
began committing reserve armies into the fight
east of Smolensk. Heavy fighting flared up at

Yelnya, which was captured by the Germans
on July 19. A salient penetrating eastward into
the Soviet lines presented a convenient jump-
off position for further German offensive
efforts to the north, northeast, or southeast.
The Soviet Twenty-Fourth Army contained the
salient and with constant attacks did not allow
it to expand, although the German position
could not be eliminated by the Twenty-Fourth
Army alone.

By this time, German infantry formations
were beginning to catch up to their mechanized
units, taking over the duties of containing
Soviet counterattacks and reducing the
Smolensk pocket. This freed panzer and motor-
ized divisions to conduct more effective maneu-
vers. As a result, the 7th Panzer Division cap-
tured Yartsevo on July 22.

On August 29, following up on the successes
of the Twenty-Fourth Army, Timoshenko
ordered the newly arrived cavalry group of
Colonel Lev M. Dovator into the gap. This two-
division task force was to conduct a raid into the
rear areas of German forces around Yartsevo.
Leaving behind all of his artillery and support
elements, Dovator launched his raid with the
two cavalry divisions numbering 3,000 riders
and 24 machine guns. After raising hell behind
German lines for 10 days and covering almost

200 miles in extremely difficult roadless terrain,
Dovator’s group fought its way clear and
rejoined the main body of the Western Front.

Commander of the Twenty-Fourth Army,
Maj. Gen. K.I. Rakutin, was allowed to call off
his attack at the end of the third week of August
and was given reinforcements to prepare for a
more substantial attack. Rakutin’s plan called
for a two-pincer offensive to link up west of
Yelnya. Even though he gathered 60,000 men
in seven divisions for the offensive, Rakutin’s
force included only 35 tanks. Having less than
a week to prepare and lacking sufficient armor,
General Rakutin was short of the means to
rapidly exploit any breakthroughs. In addition,
the Twenty-Fourth Army lacked communica-
tions assets, air support was minimal, and
many replacement soldiers had not finished
even basic training. Only the artillery was plen-
tiful and well supplied.

Rakutin’s attack began at 7 AM on August
30, preceded by a massive artillery barrage.
The central sector had only a supporting role,
while the north and south wings executed the
main offensive. Despite massive artillery fire
and the heroic efforts of the infantry, the Soviet
forces initially did not make any headway north
of Yelnya and achieved only some local suc-
cesses on the southern face of the salient.

THE SOVIET FORCES RECEIVED HELP FROM AN UNEXPECTED QUARTER WHEN
HITLER BECAME CONCERNED WITH THE OVERALL PROGRESS OF THE CAMPAIGN.
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The German Army lost momentum at Smolensk, but the Soviets paid a high price in slowing the enemy. More than 600,000 Red Army soldiers were killed, wounded,
or captured. In this painting titled After the Battle of Smolensk, artist Roman Feldmeyer shows Russian prisoners streaming toward captivity. (u.s. army Art Collection)

Rakutin relentlessly drove his men forward,
however, and on September 5 the Twenty-
Fourth Army fought its way into Yelnya. Dur-
ing two days of street fighting, the town was
cleared. The entire Yelnya salient was cleared of
Germans by September 9.

The fighting around Yelnya marked an
important date in the history of the Red Army.
Since the beginning of the war, Stalin had wisely
chosen to portray the fight against Hitler not as
a struggle of two political systems, but as a bat-
tle for the survival of the Russian people. He
revived the images of famous Russian com-
manders from centuries past, such as Suvorov,
Kutuzov, Nakhimov, and others. Yelnya saw
the rebirth of Russian Guard formations, elite
units disbanded after the communist takeover
in 1917. Two divisions of the Twenty-Fourth
Army were the first to be renumbered into
Guards divisions, the 100th and 127th into,
respectively, the 1st and 2nd. By the end of Sep-
tember, two more divisions of the Twenty-
Fourth Army were retitled into Guards.

The Soviet forces received help from an unex-
pected quarter when Hitler became concerned
with the overall progress of the campaign. The
success of Army Group Center was not
matched by Army Groups North and South,
which were beginning to fall behind schedule in
the face of determined Soviet resistance. Espe-

cially bothersome for the Germans was the
Soviet Fifth Army under Maj. Gen. Mikhail 1.
Potapov of the Southwestern Front. This army
established itself at the easternmost edges of the
extensive wooded and swampy area known as
the Pripyat Marshes. Its location and active
operations threatened both the right flank of
Army Group Center and the left flank of Army
Group South.

To stabilize the situation on the far-flung
wings of the invasion, Hitler effectively ordered
Army Group Center to go on the defensive on
July 31, while turning Hoth’s panzer group
north and Guderian’s south. But first the Ger-
man high command called for a two-week halt
in order to refit and reinforce its frontline for-
mations, particularly panzer and motorized
divisions. Without their panzer support, the
infantry of Army Group Center conducted
mainly local operations of tactical scope. Still,
with very minor panzer participation, the Ger-
man Ninth Field Army successfully trapped and
largely destroyed the Soviet Twenty-First Army
in the area of Gomel and the Twenty-Eighth
Army in the area of Roslavl in early August.

This diversion of German resources was
instrumental in allowing Zhukov and
Rokossovsky to liquidate the Yelnya salient and
bought the Soviets time to stage resources and
prepare defenses for the struggle for Moscow.

However, the significance of the Battle of
Smolensk lies in the fact that it forced the Ger-
mans to modify Operation Barbarossa, signal-
ing the end of the rapid German advance.

The price the Soviet people paid for this respite
was prohibitively high. While German losses
were approximately 80,000 men, the Red Army
suffered over 600,000 casualties, including
almost 400,000 men taken prisoner. The fight-
ing strength of five Soviet armies was destroyed,
and they had to be reformed practically from
scratch. A month after the Battle of Smolensk,
seriously wounded Maj. Gen. Mikhail Lukin
was taken prisoner during the disastrous cam-
paign at Vyazma. With his right arm partially
paralyzed and his right leg amputated at the
knee, the tenacious general survived the war in
Nazi captivity. He returned to the Soviet Union
after the war and was briefly reinstated in the
army before medically retiring in 1947.

Three bloody years later, Zhukov, Konev,
and Rokossovsky came through this area again,
this time pushing the German Army westward.
In a reversal of fortune, they were instrumen-
tal in the destruction of their old nemesis, Ger-
man Army Group Center. o

Victor Kamenir, a former U.S. Army sergeant,
was born in Ukraine. He is now a police offi-
cer in Hillsboro, Oregon.
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The sinking of the gunboat USS Panay on China’s
Yangtze River in December 1937 brought the

United States and Japan closer to war.

round 10 o’clock on the morning of

December 13, 1937, New York Times cor-
respondent Hallett Abend received an unex-
pected visitor: Rear Admiral Tadao Honda of
the Imperial Japanese Navy. Abend was in
Shanghai covering the Sino-Japanese War that
had been raging since the previous July and,
although unexpected, this visit was not entirely
out of the ordinary. The American was in the
International Settlement, a foreign enclave of
the city that was ruled by a largely Anglo-
American Municipal Council not subject to
Chinese law.

As a journalist from a neutral country, Abend
was well known to both Chinese and Japanese
authorities, but it was soon clear that this visit
was anything but a social call. Honda, who was
a naval attaché with the Japanese embassy,
appeared agitated, even nervous, as he breath-
lessly begged Abend to accompany him back to
the Idzumo, a Japanese cruiser moored in the
Whangpoo (now Huangpu) River. It seemed
that Vice Admiral Kiyoshi Hasegawa, com-
mander of the Japanese Third Fleet, wanted to
see him on a “matter of grave importance.”

Scenting a story, Abend piled into Honda’s
car for the short drive to the Honkew District.
While technically part of the “neutral” Inter-
national Settlement, Honkew was strictly a
Japanese preserve, so much so it was nick-
named “Little Tokyo.” The American and his
nervous companion alighted in front of the
Japanese consulate, not far from where the
Idzumo was moored.

Abend was quickly ushered into Admiral
Hasegawa’s cabin, where he found his erstwhile
host talking with Rear Admiral Teizo Mit-
sunami. After the usual courtesies were
exchanged, Hasegawa came right to the point.
“I'm afraid,“ he confessed, “that we have sunk
the Panay!” The Panay was a United States
Navy gunboat, part of the Yangtze River Patrol
whose primary mission was to safeguard the
lives and property of Americans along China’s
great waterway. For the next 20 minutes or so,
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ABOVE: The ill-fated U.S.Navy gunboat Panay plies the waters of a Chinese river near the city of Woosung.
LEFT: A landing party of the Imperial Japanese Navy, armed with rifles, fixed bayonets, and light machine guns,
guards the direct approach to the bridge leading to the Kiangwa area of the Chinese city of Shanghai.

(Both: National Archives)
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Abend pressed the two Japanese officers for
details but was frustrated in his attempts to get
at the truth.

The two Japanese naval officers seemed to
follow a script as they expressed formal apolo-
gies and mouthed veiled hints that the Japanese
Army, not Navy, was responsible for the
Panay’s demise. “But who,” insisted Abend,
“ordered the bombing of the Panay?” It is a
question that resonates to this day, even after
the passage of more than 70 years.

The Yangtze River Patrol was an outgrowth
of China’s turbulent history from the 1840s
to World War II. China was helpless giant,
weak and powerless in the face of foreign
domination and internal dissension. In the
1920s and 1930s China’s plight reached its
nadir. Bandits swarmed though the country-
side, terrorizing peasants and plundering with
savage abandon. Warlords vied for power,
carving out private fiefdoms in defiance of the
central government, which was weak, often
corrupt, and divided.

In the late 1920s Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek’s Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) fought a
series of bloody campaigns against the Chinese
Communists under Mao Tse-tung. With China
literally tearing itself apart, ultranationalists in
the Japanese military sensed an opportunity to
enlarge Japan’s empire. In 1931, the Japanese
seized the northern Chinese province of
Manchuria and renamed it Manchukuo. The
last emperor of China, Henry Pu Yi, was
installed as the puppet ruler of an “indepen-
dent” Manchukuo, but few in the international
community were fooled by this clumsy win-

dow dressing. Manchukuo was a puppet of the
Tokyo government.

The USS Panay (PR-5) was one of six new
gunboats that were specifically designed for
China service. The Panay was built by the Kian-
goan Dockyard and Engineering Works in
Shanghai. Named for an island in the Philip-
pines, Panay slid down the ways on November
10, 1927, and was formally commissioned on
September 10, 1928.

The gunboat’s main battery consisted of two
3-inch, 51-caliber guns with telescoping sights.
They were high-angle guns that could readily
silence most opposition that the boat was likely
to encounter along the river’s muddy shore. They
were complemented by eight 30-caliber machine
guns that were paired amidships. Mounted on
armored shields that could swivel, the machine
guns were of World War [ vintage but still highly
effective if manned by trained naval personnel.

Panay escorted American merchant ships up
and down the river and provided sanctuary for
American citizens when needed. The political

ABOVE: The U.S. Navy gunboat Luzon, with the
American flag plainly visible, provided refuge to the
U.S. Ambassador to China and other embassy person-
nel during the Japanese aerial onslaught against
Nanking. LEFT: Hours before his vessel was sunk in a
daimed case of mistaken identity, Lieutenant Com-
mander James J. Hughes, skipper of the gunboat USS
Panay, puts ashore in a launch on December 12,1937.
RIGHT: General Shunroku Hata, left, commander of
Japanese forces in China, visits with Rear Admiral
Henry E. Yarnell, commander of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet,
aboard an American vessel. When the gunboat Panay
was sunk by Japanese planes, the government of
Japan issued a formal apology and paid $2.2 million
in repuruiions. (Above and Right: National Archives; Left: U.S. Navy)

situation was so confused at times that it was
hard to tell who was the enemy—communist
partisans, rogue nationalists, warlord troops,
or simply disgruntled bandits cheated of their
prey. But bullets have no political allegiance,
and Navy men, nicknamed “river rats” or “old
China hands,” responded in kind when the lead
began to pepper the decks.

In 1931, Lt. Cmdr. R.A. Dyer, then skipper
of the Panay, reported, “Firing on gunboats
and merchant ships have [sic] become so rou-
tine that any vessel traversing the Yangtze River,
sails with the expectation of being fired upon.”
Dyer laconically added, “Fortunately, the Chi-
nese appear to be rather poor marksmen and
the ship has, so far, not sustained any casualties
in these engagements.”

By 1936, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek had
effectively united most of the country under the
banner of the Nationalist Party. He still looked
on the communists as a greater threat than the
Japanese. Adapting an old Chinese proverb, he
said the Japanese were only “xuan jie zhi ji,” a



“disease of the skin,” while the communists were
“xin fu zhi buan,” a “malady of the heart.”

But Chiang was kidnapped by warlord Gen-
eral Chang Hsueh-liang in December 1936,
and was presented with an ultimatum that he
find common cause with the communists
against the Japanese. Some wanted Chiang
killed, but others, notably Communist Party
leader Chou En-lai, argued the generalissimo
should be spared. He was the one figure who
had enough stature to unite the whole country
in an anti-Japanese crusade. Chiang was
spared, and he readily agreed to a “united
front” against Japanese aggression.

These complex political wranglings were not
lost on the Japanese military, which realized
that a united China might jeopardize their
dreams of empire. They quickly engineered the
“China Incident” around Peking (Beijing) in the
summer of 1937, which quickly blossomed into
a full-scale war.

Fighting started around Shanghai in August.
Because the International Settlement and the
French Concession were major enclaves of
Western power, Chiang brought in his best
troops to make a stand at the great city.
Britons and Americans in particular would
have “ringside seats” in the coming contest,
and it was hoped a heroic defense would soften
neutrality and cause the West to intervene on
the side of China.

It proved a vain and forlorn hope. Many
Americans, particularly American missionaries,

were genuinely sympathetic to the Chinese
cause, but the cares of the Depression, plus a
nagging feeling that the United States had been
“tricked” into World War I, bred a powerful
isolationism that was almost impossible to
overcome.

Admiral Harry E. Yarnell, commander in
chief of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet, did not care too
much for power politics or the niceties of diplo-
matic protocol. His duty was to protect Amer-
ican lives and property in China, and he was
going to do all in his power to accomplish that
goal. His request for the heavy cruisers San
Francisco, Tuscaloosa, Quincy, and Vincennes
was flatly turned down as too provocative by
the U.S. State Department, but on September
19 the 6th Marine Regiment arrived at Shang-
hai to bolster the International Settlement’s
defensive perimeter.

The 6th Marines joined the 4th Marines, a
regiment that had been posted in Shanghai
since 1927, and together they formed Brig.
Gen. John C. Beaumont’s 2nd Marine Brigade.
Leathernecks took up positions all along the
International Settlement boundary, especially
along the vulnerable south bank of Soochow
(Suzhou) Creek. Miles of barbed wire were
strung, sandbags stacked, and machine-gun
emplacements manned.

The U.S. ambassador, Nelson T. Johnson,
was in Nanking (now Nanjing), roughly 145
miles northwest of Shanghai, carefully moni-
toring events. Nanking was the capital of China

Roosevelt was genuinely sympathetic
to China, but the president was a
pragmatist who wanted to protect

his own country’s interests.

at the time, the political heart of the nation.
Johnson was an “old China hand” who spoke
the Mandarin dialect and had served in various
diplomatic posts since the early 1900s. He
favored the Chinese cause and advised against
invoking the various neutrality acts that were
on the books. If the United States officially rec-
ognized that a state of war existed between
Japan and China, these laws would forbid giv-
ing aid to belligerents.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt never rec-
ognized the Sino-Japanese War, which enabled
the United States to sell arms to China—some
$9 million worth in 1938 alone. Roosevelt
was genuinely sympathetic to China, but the
president was a pragmatist who wanted to
protect his own country’s interests. Strict
enforcement of the neutrality laws would have
cut off Japanese trade as well. In September
1937, for example, the Japanese contracted
for 500,000 tons of American oil. Such deals
were always welcomed in an America still rav-
aged by the Depression.

On September 19, the Japanese announced
that Nanking would be bombed the very next
day. Because the bombing raid was going to be
a heavy one, the Japanese wished to warn for-
eign nationals to avoid third-party casualties.
Any neutral who persisted in staying on did so
at his own risk. Ambassador Johnson took the
Japanese at their word and evacuated the
American embassy personnel to the gunboat
USS Luzon.

The Luzon was anchored in the middle of the
broad Yangtze River, presumably out of harm’s
way, though stray bombs were always a danger.
Johnson and the embassy staff waited for “hell
to descend,” but the appointed time came and
went without incident. On the morning of Sep-
tember 21, as Johnson prepared to return to
the embassy, he was interrupted by the mourn-
ful wail of air raid sirens. Japanese bombers
filled the sky, their deadly payloads unleashing
a rain of death and destruction.

Johnson and his staff watched helplessly as
Nanking was pummeled without mercy and
without constraint. Buildings were transformed
into gutted shells, and black coils of smoke rose
into the air. When the all clear was sounded,
the American ambassador went ashore only to
find his actions had sparked new controversy.
The Chinese felt he had run away, and mis-
sionaries and other like-minded Americans
agreed, feeling the ambassador was too afraid
of offending the Japanese.

Johnson was a career diplomat with a thick
skin who took little offense at the allegations.
His primary mission was to protect Americans
living and working in China by maintaining a




strict impartiality. Above all, he was to avoid
situations that might lead to war with Japan.
The potential bombing of the U.S. embassy and
the loss of lives among American diplomatic
staff might well trigger just such a war. Though
no coward, Johnson had felt the evacuation
was justified under the circumstances.

Shanghai fell in mid-November 1937, after a
hard and bloody three-month battle. The
Japanese, who had expected an easy victory,
were furious at their perceived loss of face. The
battered but unbroken Chinese armies with-
drew up the Yangtze Valley, quickly followed
by Japanese forces in close pursuit. Chiang Kai-
shek held a series of high-level meetings to dis-
cuss the Japanese advance. Should Nanking be
defended or abandoned? The generalissimo’s
advisers were deeply divided, but in the end it
was decided the city would be defended, if only
to uphold national honor.

The Chinese Army was in disarray, filled with
raw recruits hastily conscripted to replace the
seasoned soldiers lost in Shanghai. Chiang Kai-
shek was nothing if not a realist, so he gave
orders for Chinese government officials to pack
up and leave the city. A temporary capital
would be established in Hankow, about 400
miles upriver from Nanking. If Hankow was
threatened, then the government would move
again to remote Chungking (now Chongqing).

Ambassador Johnson boarded USS Luzon on
November 21, 1937, for the journey to Han-
kow. There was little he could do under the
circumstances; Chinese government officials
were leaving in droves, and Nanking would
soon be a battleground. Most of the embassy
personnel were evacuated, but a skeleton staff
remained behind under Senior Second Secre-
tary George Atcheson, Jr. Other embassy mem-
bers who remained on duty included Second
Secretary J. Hall Paxton, military attaché Cap-
tain Frank Roberts of the U.S. Army, and
embassy secretary Emile Gassie.

The Panay was designated a station ship,
there to provide both a radio link to the outside
world and a place of refuge should the need
arise. Indeed, many Americans were still in the
city, including newspaper and magazine jour-
nalists, businessmen, teachers, and missionar-
ies. The Panay was for them as well as for
diplomatic staff. The Chinese government
finally informed the American embassy that the
situation had seriously deteriorated. It was time
to close the embassy and evacuate the remain-
ing personnel.

All American citizens were strongly advised
to leave Nanking; if they remained they would
do so at their own risk. Once Panay sailed, they
would be on their own. By Saturday, December

ABOVE: Boatswain's Mate Ernest Mahlmann and
another crewman of the gunboat USS Panay fire a
deck-mounted gun at the attacking Japanese planes
on December 12, 1937. The attack was so sudden
that Mahlmann did not have time to put his pants
on before rushing to his battle station. LEFT: A
Japanese bomber dives on the gunboat USS Panay
during the attack on December 12, 1937, which
sank the small vessel. This photograph was possi-
bly taken by New York Times photographer Norman
Soong. (Both: U.S. Navy)

11, there were about 13 civilian refugees
aboard, including four members of the embassy
staff, four American nationals, and five foreign
nationals. Some Americans elected to stay—
people like missionary W. Plumer Mills and sur-
geon Dr. Robert Wilson of the Nanking Uni-
versity Hospital. They were to become
witnesses of the infamous Rape of Nanking,
where some 300,000 Chinese died at the hands
of bestial Japanese troops.

About 2 o’clock in the afternoon of December
11, the Japanese staged a major bombing raid




on Pukow, just across the river from Nanking.
Panay’s skipper, Lt. Cmdr. James ]. Hughes,
decided to move up the Yangtze when some
bombs landed perilously close to the gunboat.
Panay moved about a mile upriver to the San-
Chia-Ho anchorage. A cluster of ships anchored
there, including two British gunboats, a couple
of steamers, and three American Standard-Vac-
uum Oil tankers. There were also smaller auxil-
iary craft hovering around the larger vessels like
ducklings around their mother.

The San-Chia-Ho anchorage soon came
under Japanese artillery fire, so it was decided
that the Anglo-American convoy would travel
an additional 13 or so miles upriver to a safer
location. As they proceeded up the Yangtze,
Japanese artillery shells continued to rain down
from nearby shore batteries. The barrages were
wild and inaccurate, but after two miles of such
treatment all aboard were on edge.

Apparently the artillery fire was ordered by
a Colonel Kingoro Hashimoto, one of those
rabid ultranationalists that infected the Imper-

ial Japanese Army like a plague. Hashimoto
was only a colonel, but he had powerful con-
nections within the military and had been one
of the instigators in a series of Japanese politi-
cal assassinations the previous year. A strong
advocate of Japanese conquest, he chafed under
civilian rule and hoped that a war with the
United States would give the army a completely
free hand in China.

Sunday, December 12, 1937, was a clear and
sunny day, the bright azure sky giving a feeling
of calm and security. The morning reverie was
rudely interrupted by Japanese artillery fire at
about 7:30 AM. Hughes had to find a safe berth
for both his gunboat and the oil tankers and
auxiliary craft that looked to him for protec-
tion. When Hughes notified the British gun-
boats he was going farther upriver, they
strongly advised him to stay put. He politely
rejected the idea.

The Panay got underway at about 8:25 AM;
it was followed by the three Standard-Vacuum
Oil Company tankers. The vessels, named Mes
Ping, Mei Hsia, and Mei An, had many Chi-
nese crew members who were understandably
apprehensive. Japanese troops might stop the
convoy and board at will. The Japanese were
unpredictable; they might take it into their
heads that the Chinese sailors were soldiers in
disguise and shoot them all.

That same morning HMS Ladybird was hit
by shells from Japanese shore batteries. The
British gunboat was damaged and had one
sailor killed and several wounded. The shelling
was evidently Colonel Hashimoto’s doing. He
appeared determined to provoke an interna-
tional incident.

Unaware of what was happening to the
British, the American convoy steamed upriver
without incident. Suddenly Japanese soldiers
were spotted along the shoreline waving flags.
It was a signal to stop, so the convoy hove to
as ordered. A Japanese launch filled with armed
soldiers soon appeared and made its way to the
Panay. Once alongside, a samurai sword-car-
rying officer clambered aboard, followed by
two armed soldiers. This armed intrusion was
a breach of etiquette, but Commander Hughes
chose to ignore it.

Lieutenant Sesyo Murakami wanted to know
where Panay was going and the character of its
mission. He also wanted Hughes to disclose the
whereabouts and movements of any Chinese
troops he might have encountered en route.
The American officer said nothing, reminding
Murakami that the United States was neutral.
Murakami also wanted to search Panay and
the tankers for Chinese soldiers trying to escape
Nanking. Hughes politely but firmly refused

permission. Shifting gears, Murakami became
almost friendly, asking Hughes to come ashore
for a courtesy visit. Panay’s skipper declined
the offer.

The convoy was allowed to proceed unmo-
lested and at about 11 AM found a good
anchorage off the entrance to Hohsien Chan-
nel. The spot was about 28 miles upriver from
Nanking. The Yangtze was fairly wide there, a
veritable moat to safeguard the convoy from
Japanese intrusion. Or so it seemed. Hughes
radioed his position to the U.S. consulate in
Shanghai, which would relay the information
to Japanese authorities.

The Panay was a sparkling white, but her
twin smokestacks were a contrasting buff color.
There was little or no wind, so its large Amer-
ican ensign hung limply at the mainmast gaff.
The ship was well marked, however, by large
American flags painted on the tops of her upper
deck awnings. It was getting near lunchtime, so
passengers and crew began to relax and turned
their thoughts to food. The ship’s galley pro-
duced a hearty lunch, and after a big meal many
decided it was time for an afternoon nap.

Eight crew members from Panay were given
permission to visit the tanker Mei Ping, where
they drank beer and generally enjoyed them-
selves. Captain Roberts went over as well, less
for the beer than to hear the 1 o’clock Shang-
hai broadcast from the ship’s radio.

The day was unusually warm for December,
and people sought places to sleep off the big
lunch. Norman Soong, a Chinese-American
news photographer who was working for The
New York Times, found a likely spot for a
snooze but made sure his fully loaded camera
was at hand. Chief Boatswain’s Mate Ernest
Mahlmann took off his clothes and stretched
out in a storeroom below decks. His regular
CPO berth had been commandeered by one of
the passengers, but Mahlmann could sleep
almost anywhere.

Earlier that morning, Colonel Hashimoto was
busily engineering a plan that would ultimately
end in the damaging of British gunboats and the
sinking of the Panay. The Japanese Army lacked
planes in the area, so it had to rely on the ser-
vices of various naval aviation units.
Hashimoto knew that there were standing
orders forbidding attacks on river traffic for fear
of hitting neutrals. To overcome that obstacle
the colonel reported that his troops had spotted
10 Chinese troop ships fleeing Nanking.

The Japanese Navy took the bait at once.
The Navy pilots had been bored and frustrated
over the lack of targets. Now they were pre-
sented with a great opportunity. An attack force
was hastily assembled from the 12th and 13th



TOP; A near-miss from a Japanese bomb detonates in the water near the stranded oil tanker Meiping, which
was also sunk by the marauding Japanese. The compensation paid by Japan supposedly covered the loss of
the gunboat USS Panay and three tankers. ABOVE: Its decks awash, the Panay begins quickly to slip beneath
the waters of the great Yangtze River. Although the Japanese claimed that the unprovoked attack on the gun-
boat was a mistake, the vessel was clearly identifiable as American. goth: us. Navy)

Air Groups. The 12th Air Group contributed
nine fighters and six dive-bombers for the
effort. The 13th Air Group’s Lieutenant Shige-
haru Murata led three Mitsubishi type 86 level
bombers to the mission, while Lieutenant
Masatake Okumiya had six dive-bombers.
The Japanese were so eager to come to grips
with the enemy that little thought had been
given to a precise attack plan. In fact, Okumiya
and Murata were friendly rivals, each almost
desperate to win a coveted unit citation for his
men. The dive-bombers flew at about 12,000
feet, the level bombers 1,500 below them in a

V formation. The level bombers got to the tar-
get first and quickly unleashed their payloads.

The Panay’s lookout spotted the Japanese
planes, dark shapes standing out in bold relief
against a cloudless sky. It was 1:37 pm, Sunday,
December 12, 1937, and within moments all
hell was going to break loose. Commander
Hughes and Chief Quartermaster John Lang
went to the bridge to see what was going on.
Several of the journalists on board had also
heard the lookout’s cry and came outside to
have a look. If they scented a story, they got
more than they bargained for.

Hughes was astonished. The Japanese planes
were headed toward the Panay and its little
band of tankers and auxiliary vessels. Were they
going to actually attack? It was impossible! But
before Hughes could react, the first Japanese
bomb hit Panay just forward of the bridge. The
force of the blast picked the commander up and
threw him against a pilothouse wall, causing
him to momentarily lose consciousness. This
bomb was one of 18 that were initially dropped
by the level bombers.

When Hughes came to, he immediately real-
ized the ship was badly hurt. The bridge was
wrecked, the foremast was down, and the radio
room a total loss. The forward 3-inch gun, one
of two such guns that made up the Panay’s
main battery, was completely smashed. Hughes
himself was in pretty bad shape, with white-
hot pain coursing though his body when he
tried to move. His hip was fractured.

A second bomb soon completed the work of
the first, lacerating what remained of the radio
shack and toppling the foremast stump into the
water. Since Hughes was incapacitated by
wounds, tactical command now shifted to the
ship’s executive officer, Lieutenant Arthur
“Tex” Anders. The XO was badly wounded by
shrapnel that was lodged in his throat. The
raw, bloody wound made speech impossible,
so Anders wrote orders on bulkheads and on a
chart. Anders’s hands and fingers were badly
cut, so the scribbled notes were often daubed
with his own blood.

Though surprised by the sudden attack,
Panay’s crew responded with coolness and pro-
fessionalism. Chief Malhmann ran up on deck
and manned one of the ship’s machine guns.
The vintage Lewis was soon spitting lead at the
Japanese planes, the doughty chief pausing to
take careful aim after each burst. Nobody
seemed to notice, last of all the chief himself,
that he still had no pants on!

The civilian journalists aboard the Panay
were far from idle. When the attack began,
New York Times photographer Norman Soong
was napping on deck, his jacket rolled up for a
pillow. He was rudely awakened by the rain of
Japanese bombs that exploded all around him.
Drenched with river water from the near
misses, Soong started snapping pictures at great
risk to his own life.

Norman Alley of Universal and Eric Mayell
of Fox Movietone News were also busy record-
ing the event with newsreel cameras. They man-
aged to get some dramatic footage, including
bomb detonations and close views of silvery
Aichi D1A1 biplane dive-bombers swooping
down. Alley and Mayell seemed to have
charmed lives, but not everyone was so lucky.




Italian correspondent Sanro Sandri was hit in
the eye by a metal fragment as he followed
Alley up a ladder.

Panay’s defense was hampered by the loss of
the forward 3-inch gun. The stern gun was not
able to fire because it was blocked by the
awning structure. The ready ammunition lock-
ers were empty since no attack had been antic-
ipated. Once the aerial assault began, it was too
late to bring ammunition from below decks. To
do so would have meant opening the hatches—
an unwise move that would have compromised
the ship’s watertight integrity.

At the moment, however, any debate on the
ship’s watertight integrity was moot. Panay was
badly damaged and taking on water. Still
bravely giving orders on the smashed bridge,
the bloodied Lieutenant Anders wrote a direc-
tive for the ship to get underway and beach
itself. This was impossible because an oil line
was cut and Panay could not raise steam.

In the meantime, the Japanese planes from
the 12th Air Group joined the attack, their
attention focused on the oil tankers. The hap-
less trio was anchored near the Panay, the Mei
Ping only about 100 yards on the gunboat’s
starboard side. The ships immediately got
underway, hotly pursued by Japanese dive-
bombers. The Mei Hsia tried to render assis-
tance to the Panay en route, but it was waved
away. The gesture was appreciated, but the idea
of a highly combustible oil tanker right along-
side did not cheer the hard-pressed Navy crew.

Eventually, Mei An was beached on the
northern bank, while Mei Hsia and Mei Ping
secured a spot on the Kaiyuan pontoon on the
southern shore. Ironically, there were Japanese
soldiers stationed at Kaiyuan, and once the
tankers reached their position they too were in
the line of fire. The brown-clad soldiers franti-
cally waved Japanese flags, but their country-
men refused to break off the attacks. Several
soldiers were killed or wounded by friendly fire,
and the tankers were destroyed.

Hughes knew he had few options. The ship
had no power and was taking on water fast.
There were many wounded. Hughes himself
was in great pain, his face blackened by smoke
and soot. At about 2 o’clock he gave orders to
abandon ship. The gunboat’s two sampans
started to ferry wounded to the north shore,
and gratings were tossed into the river as a kind
of life-preserving flotation device. The Japanese
attack was winding down, but the sampans
were strafed as they tried to reach shore, result-
ing in more casualties.

Hughes protested when he was put into one
of the boats for the trip to shore. They might be
hundreds of miles from the sea, but Hughes

wanted to uphold the time-honored tradition
that a ship’s master be the last to leave a
stricken vessel. It was approaching 3 o’clock,
and the Panay was in its death throes. She was
going down by the head, with some compart-
ments flooded with water up to six feet deep.
The forward decks were awash; it was now
only a matter of time.

Ensign Denis Biwerse was the last man to
officially evacuate the ship, but Chief
Mahlmann and Machinist Mate First Class
Gerald Weimers went back to fetch sorely
needed stores and medical supplies. As they left,
a Japanese launch filled with soldiers machine-
gunned the Panay, boarded her, then departed
the scene. At 3:45, the Panay rolled to star-
board and sank in about 80 feet of water. The
gunboat was the first American naval vessel to
be sunk by aircraft in combat conditions.

The survivors had no food, few supplies, and
little medicine. About a dozen men were seri-
ously injured, including the Panay’s skipper,
and many more sustained minor wounds. The
nights were bitingly cold, and the survivors had
no shelter and inadequate clothing. At least one
crewman was in shock. The bright spot in this
litany of gloom was the fact that the doctor
aboard, Lieutenant Clark Grazier, was unhurt.

Virtually all the Panay’s officers were badly
wounded, and the crisis demanded active lead-
ership. Under the circumstances Hughes dele-
gated Captain Roberts to lead the surviving
party. He had a working knowledge of Chinese,
which was also a decided plus.

Second Secretary Paxton was sent to sum-
mon help; he was accompanied by Radioman
First Class Andrew Wesler and a Chinese mess-
boy named Wong. Wong was there to hedge

Why didn’t the dive-bomber
pilots see the American flags that
were displayed at several points?
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LEFT: Following the attack that sank his ship, Lievtenant Commander James J. Hughes of the Panay lies seri-
ously wounded. Numerous military and civilian casualties were sustained aboard the Panay during the attack,
and Japanese planes reportedly strafed survivors in the water. RIGHT: In a photo taken from the window of
the New York Times bureau in Shanghai, three Japanese bombers are seen during one of numerous raids on
the city. The Japanese attack on China was ruthless and devastating and was roundly condemned by the Unit-

ed States. (Both: U.s. Navy)

The survivors were now hiding in the reed-
choked marshes that lined the banks of the
Yangtze. There was a need to take cover
because Japanese intentions were still unclear.
They might want to kill the survivors to fin-
ish the job. One sailor, ship’s storekeeper
Charles Ensminger, had died during the
attack. Lieutenant Charles Hulsebus and Ital-
ian journalist Sandri died of wounds later.
Captain C.H. Carlson of the tanker Mei Hsia
also was killed, which brought the total num-
ber of fatalities to four.

their bets because he was fluent in the local
dialect, and the Chinese might not understand
Paxton’s Mandarin.
Paxton, who had a badly injured leg, rode on
alocal farmer’s horse, a sorry nag that plodded
along with an uneven gait. Eventually, the party
reached Hohsein, where there was a telephone.
Paxton hired a rickshaw to go to Hankow,
while Wesler, who was nursing an injured
ankle, mounted the horse and returned to the
survivors to tell them the news. Wesler also
Continued on page 86
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GEORGE DASCH COULD NOT EVEN SEE THE
shore when he stepped onto the U-boat’s narrow deck.
All he knew was that the submarine was somewhere off
the coast of Long Island, New York, but he had no idea
exactly where. In a few minutes, he would be going
ashore in a rubber boat, along with three other men who
had also been trained as saboteurs.

It was just about midnight on June 12, 1942, and the Abwehr (Nazi
Germany’s intelligence agency) hoped that Dasch and his three men, along
with another four-man group to be put ashore on the coast of Florida,
would be able to destroy factories of the Aluminium Company of Amer-
ica (ALCOA) located in the United States. The ALCOA plants supplied
the American aircraft industry with much of its metal for manufacturing
fighters, bombers, and other airplanes for the military forces and were
considered well worth the risk and expense of a sabotage operation.

But Dasch knew something that the others did not—he had already
decided that he was going to make the sabotage operation fail, even
before he met the other men assigned to Operation Pastorius, the code
name given to the sabotage mission. He and the other men had taken
an accelerated course in the practical aspects of sabotage—how to make
fuses, how to make incendiary bombs, the most efficient way of blow-
ing up railway lines and bridges—at Quenzsee, the Abwehr’s sabotage
school not far from Berlin. Because he had made up his mind that
he was going to derail Operation Pastorius, however, Dasch found it
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Did FBI Director E
J. Edgar Hoover '
cover up the
events that led
to the capture of

German agents
in the U.S.?
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very difficult to pay
attention to the train-
Ing program.

His motives for
wanting to undermine
Operation Pastorius
were fairly simple. Dasch had lived in the United States for 19 years,
from 1922 to 1941, and had served in the U.S. Army. He felt a very
strong emotional attachment to his adopted country, and he married an
American girl, Rose Marie Guilli. For most of these 19 years Dasch
lived in New York City, where he worked as a waiter. Although Dasch
was not entirely happy as a waiter—he thought that tipping was
demeaning—he and his wife were happy enough until his mother
arrived from Germany in 1939. Mrs. Dasch was anything but happy
when she found out that her son was only a waiter; she and her hus-
band had sent their son to a good school and expected him to have a
much better job than that, especially in the “land of opportunity.” As
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far as she was concerned, waiting on tables was a menial job, on the
same level as sweeping floors.

Mrs. Dasch insisted that George return to Germany and get a better
job. Her brother Adolph was a senior chemist at the huge L.G. Farben
conglomerate in Ludwigshafen; he could get George a good job there.
Everything was booming in Hitler’s new Germany, she said, and the
Nazis would leave him alone if he minded his own business.

After listening to his mother’s line of persuasion for several weeks,
Dasch decided to go back to Germany. By the time he filled out all the
necessary papers and left New York, the war had started. There was
then no direct travel between the United States and Germany. Dasch
went by way of Japan, China, and Russia, which took six weeks. He
finally arrived in Berlin in June 1941. His wife Marie would follow a
few weeks later, by a different route aboard a neutral ship.

Hitler’s Germany was not the place that Mrs. Dasch had described,
at least not to Dasch’s way of thinking. After living in the United States,
Nazi Germany was hard and restrictive, and Dasch did not like either

Armed guards cordon off the routelof the ambulances
carrying the bodies of six executed Nazi saboteurs who'
had landed on American shores. The death sentences of
the Germans were carried out at the Washington jail.
OPPOSITE=A caricature of George Washington manning
= a fire hose umd-huttling-gigantic flames urges Americans
to be aware of suspicious activity that could be evidence of

suboiuge. (© Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS; Opposite: © CORBIS)

the restrictions or the life. But he realized that getting out of Nazi Ger-
many would be next to impossible. The Gestapo watched everybody
and would arrest Dasch if he tried to make any attempt to return to the
United States.

A minor government official named Walter Kappe discovered that
Marie’s ship had been stopped by British warships and that she had
been taken to Bermuda for internment, where she would spend the rest
of the war. Kappe also persuaded Dasch to work for his radio moni-
toring station in Berlin, where he would translate radio broadcasts from
the United States. Translating broadcasts for Kappe was better for Dasch
than working for the Farben conglomerate; for one thing, it would make
him exempt from serving in the German Army.

After about six months as a radio monitor and shortly after Ger-
many went to war with the United States, Kappe offered Dasch
another job—taking part in a sabotage operation in America. Dasch
jumped at the chance of returning to the States, but he had no inten-
tion of going through with any sabotage. As far as he was concerned,
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he owed it to his adopted country to wreck
the sabotage plot. He had enjoyed his 19 years
in America and hated living in Germany. He
regretted listening to his mother’s advice. If he
could find a way to destroy the Nazi sabotage
scheme, it would be his way of repaying the
debt he owed to America. As an American, he
felt it was the least he could do.

In February 1942, Dasch was officially trans-
ferred from his radio monitoring job to the train-
ing phase of Operation Pastorius. Later, Dasch
found out that the project was named for Franz
Daniel Pastorius, the first German immigrant to
come to America in the 1700s. At Quenzsee, all
of the men assigned to the operation attended
lectures and demonstrations on the handling of
explosives. Every one of the men had lived in the

J

woods, miles away from the plant, would be
best—the saboteurs would be less likely to be
to be seen, and it would take more time for a
crew to find and repair the tower. By that time,
any aluminum sitting in electrolytic baths
would have solidified into one solid, useless
block of metal.

The Farben engineers estimated that it would
take between eight and 10 months to repair
the damage. The American aircraft industry
would have lost a considerable percentage of
its aluminium supply during this time and
would have no choice but to cut back on
production of all types of planes for the
armed forces. The ALCOA plants at Massina,
New York; Alcoa,
Tennessee; and East

o l o

ABOVE: The empty beach at Ponte Vedra, Florida, was the location where German suBoIeurs led by Edward

Kerling were put ashore by the submarine U-584. This stretch of coastline was essentially unpatrolled, and
the Germans were not detected there. INSET: Crates of explosives carried ashore by the German saboteurs
who landed in Florida are shown after their discovery. Without assistance from those who participated in

the operation, the FBI would probably never have located the cache. RIGHT: An FBI poster blares a warning
to the general population of the United States against the efforts of German or Japanese spies and saboteurs.
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover used the incidents of German saboteurs landing to advance his own career.

(Above: FBI; Inset: National Archives; Right: © CORBIS)

United States for a number of years. Two were
U.S. citizens. In May, the men were taken on a
field trip to L.G. Farben factories, which were
very similar to the ALCOA plants they were
being sent to destroy. The Farben officials went
out of their way to be as cooperative as possible
with the saboteur trainees.

“We were shown the various bottlenecks
existing in each plant,” explained Ernest
Burger, a member of Dasch’s four-man group.
The simplest way of shutting down production,
the men were instructed, would be to destroy a
high tension tower that supplied the plant’s
electricity. A tower in the middle of a forest or
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St. Louis, Illinois, were the main targets for the
two Operation Pastorius groups. Other objec-
tives were also assigned, including the Chesa-
peake and Ohio Railroad’s Horseshoe Curve at
Altoona, Pennsylvania; the Hell Gate Bridge in
New York; and the Pennsylvania Railroad Sta-
tion in Newark, New Jersey. Low-priority “nui-
sance” targets, such as lockers inside rail and
bus stations and New York department stores,
were also assigned. Discretion as to which tar-
gets to sabotage first would be left to the lead-
ers of the two groups.

George Dasch was the leader of his group,
which included Burger, Richard Quirin, and

Heinrich Heinck. The four men were to be put
ashore by U-boat on Long Island. The second
group, led by Edward Kerling, included Her-
bert Haupt, Werner Thiel, and Hermann
Neubauer. They would land on the coast of
Florida. Dasch and Kerling were to meet in the
Grill Room of the Hotel Gibson in Cincinnati
on July 4, 1942, the date set by Walter Kappe.
At the meeting, they would discuss the choice
of objectives. Dasch suspected that the choice
of July 4 was Kappe’s idea of a joke.

When training ended, it became evident that
departure for the United States was now only
days away. There were several important details
that had to be taken care of before the men
could leave Germany,
however. One major
item was a new identi-
fication and cover story
for each of the men.
Dasch became George
John Day, born in San
Francisco in 1900—
before the earthquake
and fire—so that he
could claim that his

WARNING

from the

FEBIL

The war against spies and saboteurs
demands the aid of every American.

When you see evid of sabotage,
notify the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation at once.

When you suspect the presence of
enemy agents, tell it to the FBI.
Beware of those who spread enemy
propaganda! Don’t repeat vicious
rumors or vicious whispers.

Tell it to the FBI!

. ‘mﬂ g
J. Ed Hoover, Director

Federal Burean of Investigation

birth records had been destroyed in the fire.
Edward Kerling became Edward J. Kelly, also
born in San Francisco before the earthquake.
Dasch always thought that Kerling looked like
an Irish bartender, which was the reason behind
this particular cover name.

Everyone had to have new papers—passports,
draft cards, Social Security cards—to go with
their new names. American slang was also drilled
into the men, including phrases like “get lost”
and “beat it,” which never would have been



picked up in any conversational English class.
The latest copies of Time, Newsweek, Life, and
other American magazines were also delivered
to Quenzsee and read avidly—especially the
advertisements for things like whiskey and ciga-
rettes, which were all but impossible to get in
Germany. American pop tunes were also played,
including records by Glenn Miller, Harry James,
and Jimmy Dorsey. By the end of their training
course, the men were as Americanized as any-
one in Nazi Germany could hope to be.

On May 20, the men were notified that they
would be leaving Berlin within 48 hours. Two
days later, they boarded a train for the subma-
rine base at Lorient, France, on the Bay of Bis-
cay. Edward Kerling’s group sailed first, aboard
U-584. Dasch and his three men squeezed
through the hatch of U-202 on May 26. They
took over $80,000 in cash along with them, as
well as assorted fuses, detonators, and blocks of
plastic explosives.

The trip across the Atlantic in U-202 lasted
17 days. As leader of the group, Dasch at least
had the privilege of going to the bridge for some
fresh air once in a while. Burger, Quirin, and
Heinck spent most of the crossing cooped up in
the forward torpedo room with the rest of the
crew. A few days after leaving Lorient, the rub-
ber raft that would put the four men ashore
was taken out and inflated to make sure that it
worked and then stowed below again. Dasch
also met with the other men to discuss the land-
ing and what to do with the explosives. Every-
thing they brought with them, except the
money, was to be buried on the beach. Later,
after more specific plans had been made regard-
ing targets and objectives, they would come
back and dig everything up.

Dasch was still not exactly sure what he was
going to do to make Operation Pastorius fail.
He thought of going to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, or possibly the police, or maybe
some high-ranking military officer. There was
also a question of timing. Should he go to the
authorities immediately or wait a while to make
certain that Kerling and his men had come
ashore in Florida?

On June 12, U-202 reached the coast of Long
Island. The boat submerged and spent the day-
light hours in 100 feet of water at the bottom
of the Atlantic Ocean. Burger had made com-
ments that seemed to suggest that he might be
an anti-Nazi as well. If Burger was with Dasch,
it would be a great help—if nothing else, he
would at least have someone in whom he could
confide. But Dasch was determined to put an
end to Operation Pastorius, with or without
Burger’s help.

At about midnight, the U-boat surfaced and

4 b f
ABOVE: German saboteur George Dasch, who
believed his information revealing the German land-
ings would be gratefully received, appears in this
photograph to be perplexed at the turn of events.
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover reportedly took advan-
tage of the situation to further his own reputation
and that of his agency. BELOW: Mobster Louis
“Lepke” Buchalter is led into federal court hand-
cuffed to J. Edgar Hoover. Buchalter was convicted of
murder and executed. (Above: FBI; Below: Library of Congress)

headed toward the beach at dead slow speed
until it touched bottom. The boat’s captain
decided to use the electric motors instead of the
diesel engines—the battery-powered motors
were much quieter. Wearing Navy work
clothes, Dasch and his men, along with two
members of the U-boat’s crew, loaded the crates
of explosives into the rubber raft. Finally, the
six men climbed in and paddled toward the
shore. It took several minutes to make their
way to the beach, but Dasch was relieved to be
back in the United States. It was his first time
on American soil in over a year.

While the others unloaded the raft, Dasch

took a walk up the beach. After a short time,
he saw “a boy in an American sailor’s uniform”
walking toward him. His instructions on deal-
ing with intruders were short and to the point—
kill them and send the body back to the U-boat.
“You bring the bodies back,” the captain told
him, “and we’ll feed them to the fish when we
get out to sea again.”

Dasch deliberately disobeyed orders.

The “sailor” was Coast Guardsman John
Cullen, who was making a routine beach patrol
from the Coast Guard station at Amagansett.
Cullen thought Dasch was a fisherman who
had run aground and invited him and his com-
panions to spend the night at the station—it
would be a lot warmer and drier than waiting
on the beach until sunrise.

Dasch’s response came as a complete surprise.
“Look here, boy, I can’t tell you what’s going on
just now,” he said. “This is a matter for Wash-
ington.” He then asked Cullen how old he was
and advised him to do exactly as he was told if
he ever wanted to see his father and mother
again. Dasch also gave Cullen some money he
had in his pocket and asked Cullen to shine his
light in his face “so that you’ll recognize me
when I have you called in Washington.”

Thoroughly frightened, Cullen ran back up
the beach toward the station to report the inci-
dent. When the money was counted, it came to
$260. Dasch had saved Cullen’s life and had also
taken the first step toward revealing the plot.

The six men buried the crates on the beach
along with their work uniforms. As soon as
they finished their chore, the two U-boat crew-
men took the rubber raft back to U-202, and
Dasch, Burger, Heinck, and Quirin changed
into civilian clothes. Dasch left a shovel stick-
ing upright in the sand as a marker to make the
crates and uniforms easier to find. He did not
know it, but Burger had also left a couple of
markers of his own—in plain sight, he left a
half-filled bottle of German brandy, a packet
of German cigarettes, and a German Navy rat-
ing’s cap, complete with swastika insignia.

Dasch, Burger, Quirin, and Heinck walked
off the beach and made their way to the Ama-
gansett rail station with quite a bit of diffi-
culty—every town along the entire Eastern
Seaboard was completely blacked out. They
managed to find the station in the dark largely
by luck. From Amagansett, the four men took
a train to Jamaica, Queens. At Jamaica, they
split up. Heinck and Quirin went off on their
own, while Dasch and Burger took a train into
Manbhattan.

Dasch knew the city very well from prewar
days and showed Burger some of the sights,
including Radio City Music Hall. He did not
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determine Burger’s state of
mind regarding Operation
Pastorius until their second
day in the United States. Both
had registered at the Gover-
nor Clinton Hotel, Dasch
under his cover name George
John Day. He called Burger
into his room and asked him
point blank about his feelings
toward sabotaging American
factories and railways.
Burger’s reply took Dasch
completely by surprise. He
thought that Dasch was an
American agent and went on

to say that he only became =

-

Six of the German saboteurs appear pensive in their FBI mug shots. They indude, top row left
to right, Hermann Otto Neubauer, Edward Kerling, and Werner Thiel, and bottom row left to
right, Heinrich Harm Heinck, Richard Quirin, and Herbert Hans Haupt. (ai: Fa))

involved with Operation
Pastorius to get away from
the Gestapo. He had already
been arrested by the
Gestapo on trumped-up
charges and was afraid that
they might lock him up per-
manently if he stayed in Ger-
many. Reporting the sabotage operation to the
FBI sounded like a good idea to Burger.

Dasch called the FBI’s New York office from
a telephone booth while Burger waited outside.
The conversation did not go the way Dasch
thought it would. He told the agent who
answered the telephone, Dean McWhorter, that
he had a “message of importance” and asked
him to identify himself. McWhorter refused,
which rattled Dasch and made him defensive—
at Quenzsee, everyone had been told that the
FBI had been infiltrated by German agents.
Dasch said that his name was Franz Daniel Pas-
torius and that he and three other men had
come ashore from a German submarine the day
before. The agent assured Dasch that he would
contact Washington and relay his information
to FBI headquarters.

Actually, Agent McWhorter did not do any-
thing. He dismissed Dasch as a crank and made
the remark, “Yesterday Napoleon called.” For
the record, he wrote a memo noting that Frank
Daniel Pastorius telephoned and that he would
be going to Washington on Thursday or Friday
to discuss an important matter with J. Edgar
Hoover. The note was then filed away and for-
gotten. This would not be the last time that
Dasch was misled by the FBI.

After his telephone conversation with
McWhorter, Dasch seems to have lost all track
of time. He became involved in a marathon card
game with some of his old waiter friends from
before the war, a session that lasted a day and a
half. It did help to calm his nerves. Dasch later
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said that he took a train to Washington on June
17, although records show that he did not leave
until the 18th. He was either so involved in the
game that time got away from him or so ner-
vous that he forgot what day it was.

At about 7 PM on June 18, Dasch arrived in
Washington and went straight to his hotel, the
Mayflower. Burger stayed behind in New York,
waiting for something to happen. About 20
hours earlier, Kerling’s group of saboteurs had
landed on the Florida coast. U-584 delivered
Kerling, Thiel, Haupt, and Neubauer to Ponte
Vedra, on the Atlantic coast a few miles from
Jacksonville. The four men had come ashore
completely undetected. They buried their crates
of explosives on the beach, just as Dasch and
his men had done, and headed inland. The four
men went their separate ways unimpeded.

After a night’s sleep, Dasch telephoned the
U.S. Government Information Service. The girl
who answered the telephone asked him the
nature of his business; Dasch explained that he
had a statement of military and political value
to make. The young woman was not at all sur-
prised by this reply and suggested that he get in
touch with Colonel H.E. Kramer of the Army
General Staff. Dasch telephoned immediately,
but the colonel was not in his office. He left a
message with Kramer’s secretary, who promised
that the colonel would return the call as soon
as he returned. After waiting half an hour with
no word from Colonel Kramer, Dasch’s nerves
got the better of him. He telephoned the FBL

Dasch told the agent who answered the tele-

phone essentially the same
thing he had told McWhorter
in New York, that he was the
leader of four men who had
landed in the United States via
U-boat. He also referred to his
telephone conversation with
McWhorter, but the agent,
Duane L. “Pie” Traynor, had
no idea what Dasch was talk-
ing about. Traynor told Dasch
that if he had something to
report, he could come over
and do it in person. Dasch did
not know where the FBI
offices were, so Traynor sent
a driver to pick him up.

After telling his story to the
FBI, Dasch probably wished
that he had waited for Colonel
Kramer. Nobody believed his
story. He told Traynor and
another agent that he and
three other men had come
ashore in a rubber dinghy on
the coast of Long Island and that he had been
sent to disrupt America’s light metals industry.
The two agents just looked at him with blank
expressions.

Dasch had brought his expense money with
him, a bag containing $84,000 in cash. Nobody
bothered to examine the bag. Since he was get-
ting nowhere, he opened it and dumped its con-
tents all over the table. Traynor and his col-
league were startled, to put it mildly, by the
stack of $50 bills that cascaded onto the floor.

The second agent picked up the money,
looked at Dasch, and asked, “Is this stuff real?”
Dasch assured him that it was.

When the federal agents finally decided to lis-
ten, they made up for their initial skepticism.
They began asking Dasch questions in an inter-
rogation session that went on for eight days. His
testimony was taken down by stenographers
working in relays, and it ran nearly 300 pages.

Dasch was questioned on topics besides
Operation Pastorius. Among the things he was
asked about were other sabotage campaigns
against both the United States and Britain. One
topic he could discuss at length was the spy
school at Quenzsee, as well as Abwehr training
methods. Naval Intelligence had questions
about the submarine base at Lorient and what
he had observed about U-boat operations while
crossing the Atlantic aboard U-202.

More important to the FBI was information
about the other Pastorius agents. Information
supplied by Dasch was essential in the capture
of the other men in his group. Burger was in



his room in the Governor Clinton Hotel, right
where Dasch said he would be. Heinck and
Quirin were both arrested in Manhattan,
Quirin in front of a tailor’s shop, and Heinck
after he left a delicatessen.

Dasch’s assistance also resulted in the trac-
ing and ultimate arrest of Kerling and Thiel. He
had given detailed descriptions of both men,
which proved invaluable. They were appre-
hended in Manhattan. The last two Pastorius
saboteurs were picked up on June 27, just 10
days after they landed in Florida. Neubauer and
Haupt were arrested in Chicago. Although
Dasch had not known their exact whereabouts,
he did provide descriptions of the two as well
as possible destinations for them. He gave the
FBI a place to start looking.

Without Dasch’s assistance and later that of
Burger, the FBI would probably never have
arrested any of the Operation Pastorius agents,
at least not until they had blown something up.
Sabotage had already been committed in the
United States. The Hercules Power Plant in
Kenvil, New Jersey, was blown up by saboteurs
on September 12, 1940. The FBI never found
out who had caused the explosions, which rat-
tled windows a mile away. There were other
instances of sabotage as well, but the FBI clas-
sified most of these as “industrial accidents.”

After his arrest, Kerling led federal agents to
the place at Ponte Vedra where the explosives
had been buried. Kerling watched as the boxes
were dug up. With this, and the arrest of all
Operation Pastorius agents, the FBI had every-
one and everything connected with the sabo-
tage operation in its custody.

Now that the sabotage operation had been
totally destroyed, Dasch worried that the
Gestapo would somehow find out that he had
been responsible and would arrest his mother
and family in Germany. Federal agents assured
Dasch that his role in the breakup of Operation
Pastorius would be kept a secret. In fact, he was
told that the Bureau wanted the Abwehr to think
that the sabotage plan had been discovered by
the FBI alone, without any outside help.

This was absolutely true. FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover was not about to share credit
with Dasch or anybody else. In fact, he was pre-
pared to do everything possible to keep Dasch’s
vital role an absolute secret—from the public,
from the news media, and even from President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Agent Traynor and his colleagues asked
Dasch if he would continue to cooperate with
them, even though the other men were in cus-
tody. Some of the men were refusing to answer
questions. Apparently, they thought that Dasch
was still at large. If they could see for them-

The contents of boxes buried by the German sabo-
teurs on Long Island. Included (top) wooden blocks
used to conceal detonators, center, a capsule of sul-
furic acid enclosed in a rubber tube for protection,
and bottom, crates that contained TNT, coal bombs,
and fuses. ()

selves that he was behind bars as well, they
would determine that the game was up and
might be more willing to talk. This made sense
to Dasch, and he agreed to play along.

Dasch was taken to New York on June 28,
the day after Haupt and Neubauer were
arrested in Chicago. At the Federal Court
Building Dasch was placed under formal arrest,
although no one informed him that he had been
arrested. He was given a prison uniform and
photographed with a prison number. All this
was part of an act to convince the other men,
he was told. Finally, he was led past the cells of
the other Pastorius men, except Burger, so that
they could see him, and was put in a cell by
himself. FBI agents assured him that everything
would be all right.

While he was alone in his cell, Dasch hap-
pened to look through the opening in the door.
He saw a guard reading a copy of the New

York Daily News. On the front page he could
read the headline: CAPTURED NAZI SPY.
Underneath the headline was his own photo-
graph. Dasch said that when he saw the photo
he “broke into a cold sweat” and did not sleep
all night.

The next morning, Dasch met with three FBI
agents, including Pie Traynor and T.J. Done-
gan, the head of the New York office. Dasch
demanded to know why the newspapers were
given his photograph and were allowed to call
him a Nazi when the FBI had promised that
nothing like that would happen. This took
everyone by surprise. Donegan barked, “How
the hell do you know that?”

Traynor stepped in and told Dasch that
everyone knew what a great service he had
done but that he would have to be put on trial
with the other men if he was serious about
fighting the Nazis. Traynor was convincing. He
had another request as well. He wanted Dasch
to plead guilty. This would lead Berlin to think
that he had been captured along with the oth-
ers. In the name of J. Edgar Hoover and Attor-
ney General Francis Biddle, Traynor promised
that within six months of the trial, “you will
be freed with a full presidential pardon.”

Dasch reluctantly agreed to plead guilty, even
though he insisted that he was not guilty. What
nobody bothered to tell him was that he would
be committing public suicide by saying that he
was guilty. Whether he pleaded guilty or was
found guilty, the charge of sabotage carried the
death penalty in wartime.

Dasch had an uneasy feeling about every-
thing he had seen and heard since he had gone
to the FBI. Three or four days after he had seen
his picture in the Daily News, his uneasiness
turned to alarm. He was formally charged with
attempted sabotage, espionage, and conspiracy.
There were other minor charges as well. Dasch
was also informed that he and the other seven
men would be tried by a military tribunal
instead of a civil court. He asked a guard to
send for Donegan to explain. Donegan curtly
told him that he had nothing to do with the
military tribunal or with the agreement he had
reached with Pie Traynor. Dasch was outraged,
and shouted that he wanted a lawyer and that
he now refused to plead guilty. Donegan did
not even bother to reply; he walked out of
Dasch’s cell and slammed the door behind him.

Trying civilians under the rules of a court-
martial was unusual, but it was legal. The last
civilians to be tried by a military tribunal had
been the conspirators in President Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination in 1865. A military tri-
bunal would make things much more difficult
for Dasch—and easier for J. Edgar Hoover.
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Under military law, the accused is presumed
guilty until proven innocent.

J. Edgar Hoover lied to President Roosevelt
about what had taken place between Dasch and
the FBL. “The leader of the group, George
Dasch, was apprehended by Special Agents of
the FBI on June 22, 1942 at New York City,”
Hoover wrote in a memo to the president.
Actually, Dasch had not been apprehended at
all—he had turned himself in to the FBI in
Washington, D.C., not New York, and it was
on June 18, not June 22. Hoover would con-
tinue to lie to the president and everyone else
about George Dasch and his role in destroying
Operation Pastorius.

Along with everyone else, President Roo-
sevelt believed Hoover. Roosevelt had approved
the military trial largely because of what
Hoover had told him. Roosevelt asked an aide,
“What should be done about the men—should
they be shot or hanged?”

On Saturday, July 4, Dasch and the other
seven men were moved from New York to the
District of Columbia jail. The trial began four
days later, in Room 5235 in the Department of
Justice Building. The case against Richard
Quirin, Heinrich Heinck, Edward Kerling, Her-
bert Haupt, Werner Thiel, and Hermann
Neubauer was fairly straightforward. They had
no real basis for their defense. Haupt and
Quirin insisted that they had no intention of
performing any acts of sabotage but could pro-
duce no evidence to support their claim. Kerling
and Heinck said more or less the same thing,
but they could not back up their stories either.
Thiel protested that he had been coerced into
becoming part of Operation Pastorius by the

German U-boats may have

Four of the German saboteurs, captured and on trial
for their lives, listen attentively during the proceed-
ings. Pictured from left to right are Werner Thiel,
Richard Quirin, an unidentified U.S. soldier, Hermann
Neubaver, and Edward Kerling. =)

Nazis. Neubauer said that he had only been fol-
lowing orders.

Both Dasch and Burger based their defense
on the fact that they had gone to the FBI vol-
untarily and that their information had been
directly responsible for the breakup of the sab-
otage plot. They had a good deal of evidence to
support this argument. Pie Traynor and even J.
Edgar Hoover himself could have testified that
Dasch’s help had been invaluable.

As the trial progressed—it would last 24
days—Dasch was becoming convinced that the
proceedings were anything but fair and unbi-
ased. His defense counsel, Colonel Carl Ristine,
did not call any of the character witness that
Dasch suggested, people who had known Dasch
before the war and could testify that he had
always been a loyal American. Colonel Ristine
also did not call Pie Traynor to ask him about the
full presidential pardon that Dasch was to

gun fire, the captain decided to

receive. Dasch did not think that Colonel Ris-
tine cross-examined the prosecution’s witnesses
as thoroughly as he should have done.

When Coast Guardsman John Cullen was on
the witness stand, Biddle asked a number of
incriminating questions regarding what Dasch
had said and done on the beach at Amagansett.
The objective was to make Dasch seem menac-
ing and offensive—a foreign national coming
ashore illegally from an enemy submarine. But
Ristine’s cross-examination only concerned itself
with proving that Dasch did not attack Cullen,
which the Coast Guardsman freely admitted. He
might have shown that Dasch had gone out of
his way to call attention to himself and that he
allowed Cullen to take a good look at him.

The questions that Colonel Ristine asked did
no damage to the prosecution’s case at all and
did not help Dasch. To Dasch, it seemed that his
attorney “had little intention of trying to break
down this damaging testimony.” Throughout
the trial, Ristine’s cross-examinations had been
described as “cursory” even by the prosecution.

Toward the end of the prosecution’s case, an
event took place that convinced at least one
other person that Dasch’s suspicions of an
unfair trial were correct. Second Lieutenant
John Murdock, the officer in charge of the
radar station at Montauk Point, Long Island,
was called to testify. On the morning after the
landing at Amagansett, Murdock had been
asked by the officer in charge of the Coast
Guard station to drive down from Montauk to
take a look at the boxes of explosives that had
been dug up. Now the prosecution wanted to
ask him about what had happened at Ama-
gansett, and what he had seen and heard.

Howe had broken up an attempt fo

attempted other landings

on U.S. shores.

The Operation Pastorius landings
were not the first instances of U-
boats putting German agents
ashore on the Atlantic coast of the
United States. There had been at
least one other landing before
Operation Pastorius, and there
would be at least one afterward.
On April 14, 1942, two months
before U-202 surfaced off the coast
of Long Island, the destroyer USS
Roper discovered U-85 running on
the surface off the coast of North
Carolina near Cape Hatteras. The
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U-boat did not crash-dive, which
came as a surprise to Roper’s cap-
tain, Commander Hamilton W.
Howe. Instead, the submarine’s
captain changed course several
times and fired a torpedo at the

destroyer from his stern tube. Com-

mander Howe closed with the sub-
marine at a speed of 20 knots and
began firing his 3-inch forward
mount and 50-caliber machine
guns at 300 yards.

After U-85 had been hit by a 3-
inch shell and 50-caliber machine-

scuttle the boat. The seacocks were

opened, and the crew began jump-

ing overboard as the submarine
settled by the stern. Commander
Howe wanted a confirmed kill and
dropped 11 depth charges on the
boat as it sank. The barrage shat-
tered the boat and killed every
man in the water.

When the bodies, 29 of them,
were recovered, some of the dead
were wearing civilian clothes.
When their pockets were exam-
ined, they were found to contain
quite a bit of American currency,
as well as Social Security cards,
draft cards, and other documents
needed for living and working in
the United States. Commander

land German spies or saboteurs in
North Carolina.

The reason behind the U-boat's
mysterious behavior now became
clear. If the submarine’s captain
had crash dived with his men and
the German agents still on deck,
most of them would have drowned.
Over the years, everything about
the sinking of U-85 was made pub-
lic except the fact that the subma-
rine was trying fo land civilians.
That information was not released
until several years after J. Edgar
Hoover died.

No records exist to prove
whether this was the first U-boat
attempting to land saboteurs on
U.S. soil, but it certainly was not




At one point, Murdock was asked if he had
seen any sign of a German submarine on the
night of the landing. When Murdock replied
that nothing had shown up on radar, the ques-
tioning officer got excited. He wanted to know
the range of the radar set at Montauk, which
was a highly classified subject.

Murdock, who described himself as a “brand
new second lieutenant,” was surprised by the
question. Because it involved disclosing top
secret information, he was not sure if he should
answer and asked for instructions. The judges

did not hesitate in telling Murdock to answer E_ '
- g

the question. The range was about 150 miles.

Murdock had been in the Army long enough
to realize that such information would not nor-
mally have been given in front of eight men on
trial unless there was no chance that any of them
would be seeing the outside world again. Had
there been any possibility that George Dasch
would be found not guilty, he knew that he
would never have been ordered to give away
such closely guarded information in his presence.

As soon as he was ordered to answer the
question, Murdock knew that none of the
defendants would be acquitted. The verdict was
already in.

Dasch did not do anything to help his own
case. He was highly strung and very nervous
by nature, but at the trial his nerves were almost
uncontrollable. His answers on the witness
stand rambled and were frequently so badly
phrased that they made no sense at all. When
Attorney General Biddle asked why he had not
contacted the FBI immediately after landing,
Dasch said that he had three reasons. He only
gave two, and only one of these—he was a

the last. The final landing took
place on November 29, 1944,
when U-1230 put two would-be
German spies ashore at French-
man’s Bay on the Maine coast.
The two men were Erich Gimpel,
a German who had worked as
an agent in Peru for several years,
and William Colepaugh, a flighty
young American infatuated with
Nazi Germany but with no

.

—
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At the Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., Room 5235 was converted into a courtroom for the trial of

“am

the Operation Pastorius conspirators. The generals of the military commission that presided are at the rear,
while Attorney General Francis Biddle and the prosecution staff are on the right and defense attorneys are on

the left. Behind them are the defendants. (Liorary of Congress)

“mental and nervous wreck >—made any sense.
Replies to other questions were even less coher-
ent. He also argued with Colonel Ristine, acted
up, according to one source, and “created
unpleasant situations.” Hoover, who attended
every day of the trial, was well satisfied with
Dasch’s conduct.

Burger remained calm throughout his ques-
tioning. He gave clear and straightforward rea-
sons for turning against the Nazis and for
undermining Operation Pastorius. He had been

falsely jailed by the SS and was bitter about
being left in prison by his so-called friends in the
Nazi party. Attorney General Biddle seemed
satisfied with Burger’s answers, which served
to confirm that George Dasch was not a Nazi
and had thoughts about opposing the sabotage
operation as far back as Quenzsee.

The questions and testimony went on until
July 27,1942, when the trial finally came to an
end. All eight men were sentenced to death. But

Continued on page 90

with Erich Gimpel. Both men were
in custody by December 30, 1944.
Gimpel and Colepaugh arrived
in the United States too late in the
war to help the German cause,
even if Colepaugh had not gone to
the FBI. Both men were tried for
espionage, found guilty, and sen-
tenced to death by hanging. The
war ended before the sentences
could be carried out, and both men
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background in espionage. Their
assignment was to find out as
much as possible about the Man-
hattan Project, the U.S. effort fo
develop the atomic bomb, as well
as to gather technical information
on American shipbuilding and air-
craft manufacturing.

The two men were rowed to

shore by crew members; both were
wearing civilian clothes. They were
spotted by the son of the county
deputy sheriff as they made their
way to the nearest rail station, and
the FBI was notified, but FBI agents
were not able fo locate the two.
Gimpel and Colepaugh took a
train to Manhattan, where they

rented a flat and Gimpel built a
shortwave radio.

Young Billy Colepaugh had an
attack of conscience shortly after-
ward. Colepaugh faced a
dilemma. He wanted Germany to
win the war but did not want the
United States to lose it. He went to
the FBI and turned himself in, along

spent years in prison.

There may or may not have been
other landings, but it is a reason-
able possibility that others did take
place. The FBI denies this, but J.
Edgar Hoover had the power and
influence to cover up any incident
that might possibly have tarnished
his image. O
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Surrounded by a multitude of
followers at a parade in 1938,
Adolf Hitler enjoys his power
over 80 million Germans.

(Library of Congress)

A Megalomaniac’s
Lust for
Power

FEW MEN HAVE HAD AN IMPACT ONWORLD HISTORY EQUAL TO THAT OF ADOLF
Hitler. His megalomania resulted in the deaths of millions and redrew the map of Europe. Even
today his influence is still being felt. And, although scores of books have been written about the
man, few writers have captured the total personality as completely and pene-
tratingly as has Ian Kershaw in his monumental Hitler: A Biography (W.W.
5 Norton, New York, 2008, 1,056 pp., photographs, maps, bibliography, index,

b $39.95, softcover).
Drawing on previously untapped sources and reexamining previous infor-
g mation, Kershaw, a professor at the University of Sheffield and the acclaimed
% author of numerous best-selling books of history, shows how Hitler’s troubled

#%4 childhood and youth built the foundation for his lust for power.

Kershaw then skillfully weaves the reader through Hitler’s personal failures in Vienna and his
growing hatred of Jews, his service in Kaiser Wilhelm II’s army in World War I, his postwar ambi-
tions to change Germany’s destiny and seek revenge for the humiliating provisions of the Treaty

Kershaw’s hiography of Adolf
Hitler probes the depths of the
Fihrer's twisted personality.
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| By Mason B.Webb |

of Versailles, and the remarkable events that
propelled him to the position of the most pow-
erful man in Europe.

The author then brings the tale full circle by
recounting Hitler’s at first stunningly successful
launching of the war and then the disastrous
handling of military operations that led to the
Third Reich’s destruction.

The book, a one-volume edition of Kershaw’s
earlier two-volume set, is being hailed by critics
as “masterful,” “a masterpiece,” and “the defin-
itive biography of Hitler in our time,” and we
wholeheartedly agree. A better, more complete
portrait of the man is unlikely ever to be written.

Unknown Soldiers: Reliving World War II in
Europe, by Joseph E. Garland, Protean Press,
Rockport, Mass., 2008, 496 pp., photographs,
maps, bibliography, index, $29.95, hardcover.

As a soldier with the 45th Infantry Division,
one of the most battle-hard-
ened outfits in the U.S. Army,
Joe Garland saw a lot of |
action. As a fine writer, he
describes a great deal of what
he and his platoon went
through on the battlefields of
Italy, France, and Germany. &
But, in spite of the fact that he has written more
than 20 books, it took him over 50 years to
finally put those experiences into words.

Suffering from “writer’s block” he later
attributed to then-unknown post-traumatic
stress disorder (it was called “battle fatigue”
then) as well as “survivor’s guilt,” Garland
struggled to convert the scribbled notes he had
begun in 1943 into a full-blown manuscript.
Only after he started hunting down old bud-
dies and began interviewing them did the book
start to take form. It was worth the wait, for he
deftly describes his transformation from callow
youth, eager for battle, to a grizzled, disillu-
sioned veteran.

As Garland writes in his opening paragraph,
“Cold, gray and miserably rainy, New England
was awash in the dregs of winter as I boarded
the train from Boston’s North Station with a
mixed crowd of collegians for the hour’s ride to
the Army’s induction center at Fort Devens. I
was a Harvard junior of twenty on loan to my
country, playing cool but nervous, poised on
the brink of the Second of the Worst Wars, and
about—not to be pushed—but to leap.”

Another sample of his finely wrought prose,
recounting a night in a foxhole a year later at
Anzio: “I was temporarily with Nye’s crew ...
and I took over O’Keefe’s geometrically carved
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hole (he had the instincts of a mining
engineer). My first night [ was awak-
ened by the tiny feet of a smallish rat
scuttling nervously across my face,
reconnoitering, no doubt, such a
motionless body in such a neat grave.”

Garland goes on to recount, some-
times using his own notes written
from the time, official records, or
interviews with his buddies, his mus-
ings on life, death, war, and the
human condition.

One reviewer called Unknown Sol-
diers a “masterpiece” while another
said it is an “incredible journalistic
monument.” It is all those things. And more.

New Georgia, Bougainville, and Cape
Gloucester, by Eric Hammel, Zenith Press,
Osceola, Wisc., 2008, 168 pp., photographs,
maps, bibliography, index, $34.95, hardcover.

In his latest pictorial history of U.S. Marine
Corps campaigns in the Pacific, acclaimed his-
torian Eric Hammel has assembled hundreds
of never-before-published photographs in a vol-
ume that graphically depicts the horrors and
difficulties of jungle warfare.

Although American Marines had defeated
Japanese forces during six months of grueling
combat on Guadalcanal and its neighboring,
festering islands, more hard fighting lay ahead

TRIBUTE: A Pictorial of the National
World War Il Memorial, by Duane A.
Lemke, Tribute 4 Foundation, Alexandria, Va.,
2008, 316 pp., $49.95, 9 X 12" hardcover.
The World War Il Memorial in Washington,
D.C., was dedicated on May 29, 2004. Pho-
tographer Duane A. Lemke, himself a 31-year
veferan of the U.S. Army, was at the dedica-
tion. “As | attended the dedication ceremony
on Memorial Day 2004, | realized that this
very popular memorial represents more than
words and 20th-century architecture. Physically,
it is so much more than cut, constructed granite,
sculptured bronze, selected quotes, and splash-
ing water. After watching the faces of the
WWII veterans, their spouses, and widows in
attendance, | saw satisfaction and closure. As
they moved around the site and reflected, the
memorial became a part of them, and they
became a part of the memorial’s living history.”
Lemke was so inspired and moved by what he
saw that he decided to put his skills as a pho-
tographer and writer fo work fo create the ulti-
mate record of the memorial and ifs visitors.
The result is a stunning volume of over 600
photographs of every aspect of the memorial at
all times of day and in all seasons. An entire

in the Solomons if American forces
were to neutralize Dai Nippon’s
powerful naval base at Rabaul.
The battles of New Georgia,
Bougainville, and Cape Gloucester,
which were a vital part of that cam-
paign, would turn out to be some of
the toughest tests for the Marines in
the entire war and would prove the
mettle of “the few and the proud.”

While Hammel’s narrative is
enlightening and compelling, it is the
remarkable photos that grab and
hold our attention—lines of troops
slogging through knee-deep mud,
corpses twisted in the agony of death, young
faces of Marines filled with hope, fear, and
determination. Rarely has one book so dra-
matically and graphically captured the human
side of combat.

As Hammel has written, “There lies within
this volume the largest collection of photos of
Marines in the Solomons and Bismarcks that
has been published to date, or maybe ever will
be published.”

Hammel’s work is a fitting tribute to the men
who endured unimaginable conditions to wrest
these key islands away from a resourceful and
determined enemy. He is to be commended for
another superb achievement in documenting
the legacy of the Leathernecks.

section is dedicated fo the visiting veterans and
their families as they foured the site. The inspir-
ing photographs are bordered in white and rest
on alkblack pages. To maintain control of the
project and its high quality,

Lemke self-published the

book and had it printed in

Hong Kong. If you have

visited the World War Il

Memorial, this book will

bring you instant recall of

its beauty, and you will

see a number of things

you missed at the site.

The World War Il veter-

ans waited a very long

time for this memorial

and any one of them would look at this

book with pride. It is much more than a
tourist's guide to the memorial; it is a celebra-
tion of all those who served their country in
the war. To order a copy of the book, go to
www.TRIBUTE4foundation.com, e-mail TRIB-
UTE4found@aol.com, or write to TRIBUTE 4
Foundation, 7424 Salford Court, Alexandria,
VA 22315. Add an additional $10.05 for
shipping and handling, for a total of $60.




Command of Honor: General Lucian
Truscott’s Path to Victory in World War 11, by
H. Paul Jeffers, NAL Caliber, New York, 2008,
326 pp., photographs, bibliography, index,
$34.95, hardcover.

Ask anyone to list the great American gener-
als of all time and the name of Lucian K.
Truscott is likely to be noticeably absent. That
is probably because Truscott was neither brash
nor arrogant, nor a publicity hound wasteful
of men’s lives. He was, however, tough,
resourceful, and entirely devoted to the men
under his command—all qualities that made
him one of the greatest generals of his (or any
other) generation.

H. Paul Jeffers, a renowned journalist with
over 70 books to his credit, has crafted an out-
standing biography of this often overlooked
American hero. According to Jeffers, the Texas-
born, leather-jacketed Truscott, despite his
sometimes gruff manner, was an extraordinar-
ily loyal, humble man who led his troops from
the front and fought the enemy with a tenacity
and resourcefulness that made him one of the
most respected commanders in the U.S. Army.

After serving in the cavalry corps during
World War I, Truscott rose to the fore in World
War II as he formed the first American com-
mando units—which would soon become
known as the Rangers—and then commanded
the 3rd Infantry Division in brutal combat in
North Africa, Sicily, and Italy before being
tapped to command VI Corps following Major
General John P. Lucas’s perceived failure at
Anzio.

After the Anzio breakout and subsequent
capture of Rome, Truscott then led VI Corps
during Seventh Army’s swiftly successful inva-
sion of southern France during Operation Dra-
goon in August 1944. So well did he conduct
operations that he was chosen to command the
newly formed XV Army. It was then back to
Italy to take charge of Fifth Army following
Mark Clark’s promotion.

Following the destruction and surrender of
German forces in Italy and the American vic-
tory in Europe, Truscott went on to command
the U.S. Third Army in the months after Ger-
many’s capitulation.

A contemporary of his once said that
Truscott was the general who “combined all of
the best traits of Eisenhower, Bradley, and Pat-
ton without any of their flaws.”

Command of Honor is as appealing and hon-
est as the general himself—a story of service and
sacrifice by a man who lived for duty, honor,
and courage during a time that demanded noth-
ing less.
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The peer-reviewed series History of Warfare presents the latest research on all aspects of
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Iwo Jima: World
War II Veterans
Remember the
Greatest Battle of
the Pacific, by
Larry Smith, W.W.
Norton, New York,
2008, 345 pp., pho-
tographs, maps, bibliography, index, $24.95,
hardcover.

Of the nearly 70,000 Americans who
stormed the sulfurous sands of Iwo Jima on
February 19, 1945, most were teenagers. Now
in their 80s, and with their ranks being thinned
at an accelerating pace, their stories have been
compiled by veteran reporter Larry Smith into
a riveting, first-person narrative that tells what
life—and death—were like during those 36
days of merciless, unrelenting combat.

Pulling no punches, the nearly two dozen vet-
erans Smith interviewed paint a portrait in words
of horror and heroism beyond measure, sparing
none of the hardship or glory of their deeds.

The battle itself was a nightmare. The Japan-
ese, as most people now know, were burrowed
into miles of underground tunnels and had every
foot of the island zeroed in for their machine
guns, mortars, and artillery. No retreat was pos-
sible, so a battle to the last man was inevitable.
Even while dying, enemy soldiers pulled the pins
to grenades and pressed them under their bod-
ies so that they would kill Americans who came
to check if they were still alive.

' THE KNIGHTS
OF BUSHIDO

When the smoke
finally cleared,
some 28,000
combatants lay
dead, including
6,821 Americans.
It was the Marine
Corps’ deadliest
battle of all time.

Yet, doubtless because of the price paid, Iwo
Jima remains to this day perhaps the most
famous and celebrated of all Marine victories,
an iconic symbol of devotion to duty and the
price of freedom.

Although the battle of Iwo Jima is one of the
best-known of all World War II battles, Smith
and his interviewees bring a fresh perspective to
its telling. Because of the unsparing descriptions
of the fierceness of the fighting, Smith’s lwo
Jima is a hard book to read—and an even
harder one to forget. Highly recommended.

The Knights of Bushido: A History of Japanese
War Crimes During World War II, by Lord
Russell of Liverpool, Skyhorse Publishing, New
York, 2008, 335 pp., photographs, bibliogra-
phy, index, $14.95, softcover.

Undoubtedly, many Americans, when they
hear the words “war crimes” and “atrocities,”
think only of the Nazis and their terrible deeds
while tending to forget, dismiss, or be alto-
gether ignorant of what was taking place in
Asia and the Pacific. While the Japanese may
not have wiped out millions of people in exter-

WWII HISTORY MAGAZINE
Third Annual Book of the Year Awards

Once again there was a surfeit of outstanding books related to World War ll—so many that
the editors of WWII History had a most difficult fime choosing the best of the best. The nom-
inees for the award are:

* No Simple Victory, by Norman Davies (reviewed March 2008)

® The Greatest Batfle, by Andrew Nagorski (reviewed March 2008)

* Down fo the Sea, by Bruce Henderson (reviewed May 2008)

o lke: An American Hero, by Michael Korda (reviewed May 2008

® 15 Stars, by Stanley Weintraub (reviewed July 2008)

® The Ghost Mountain Boys, by James Campbell (reviewed September 2008)

* Hell in the Pacific, by Gordon Rottman and Derrick Wright (reviewed November 2008)

e Hitler, by lan Kershaw (reviewed in this issue)

® Unknown Soldiers, by Joseph Carland (reviewed in this issue)

No Simple Victory. With surgical precision, Norman Davies dissects
the common perceptions of World War Il and forces readers to reconsider what they think
they know. As the book jacket says, “Powerfully argued, compellingly written, and devastating
in its conclusions, Davies's reexamination is a powerful reminder that unfil we have estab-
lished the real answers to basic factual matters concerning the Second World War, we can-
not pass judgment on wider issues.”

And the winner s ...



mination camps, their treatment of conquered
peoples, as well as doctors, nurses, and prison-
ers of war, was no less egregious, no less hor-
rific, no less criminal.

Documenting many of the Japanese atroci-
ties is Edward EL. Langley, the second baron of
Liverpool, in his new book, The Knights of
Bushido. Basing his book on evidence and doc-
uments produced at various war crimes trials,
and from testimony given by eyewitnesses of
atrocities to war crimes investigation commis-
sions set up after the war by the Allies to bring
the criminals to justice, Lord Russell has cre-
ated a stunning indictment of Japanese soldiers
and officers who perverted the warriors’ code
in their brutal treatment of helpless captives.

As Lord Russell writes in the preface, “I regret
that it has been necessary to include so much
that is unpleasant, but it would have been impos-
sible to have done otherwise without, at the same
time, failing to achieve the whole aim of the
book, namely to give a concise but comprehen-
sive account of Japanese war crimes. Neverthe-
less, for every revolting incident which has been
described, a hundred have been omitted.”

With powerful text and photos not for the
squeamish, The Knights of Bushido makes for
uncomfortable, but vitally important, reading.

A Magnificent Disaster: The Failure of Market
Garden, The Arnhem Operation, September
1944, by David Bennett, Casemate, Drexel Hill,
Penn., 2008, 286 pp., photographs, bibliogra-
phy, index, $32.95, hardcover.

Considered one of the worst military disas-
ters of the entire war suffered by the British and
Americans, Market Garden, the ill-conceived
brainchild of the usually overly cautious Field
Marshal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, Opera-
tion Market Garden led to the deaths and cap-
ture of thousands of Allied troops.

Since its first publication in 1974, Cornelius
Ryan’s A Bridge Too Far has stood as the defin-
itive account of Market Garden, the Allies’
grandiose attempt to seize several key bridges
over the Rhine River in Holland by airborne
and glider troops in September 1944.

But, as fine a book as A Bridge Too Far was,
Magnificent Disaster author David Bennett had
long felt that Ryan’s work told only part of the
story. Bennett asserts that the Ryan book “is
extremely weak on the strategic background
and objectives of Market Garden” and that it
“fails to convey the fact that Market Garden
was an operation by all of Second Army, not
just of XXX Corps; the operations of VIII and
XII Corps are not even mentioned!”

To correct these oversights and provide a
broader, more balanced picture of the entire

“A remarkable book,

as emotionally searing as it is
intellectually illuminating.
Jack Toffey's Waris a
double odyssey, of both this
extraordinary soldier and

of the son he left behind.”
—Rick Atkinson

“Bravo to John Toffey for
telling the dramatic story of
his father, a true American
hero, with such unforgettable
power and heartfelt passion.”
—Andy Carroll, editor of the
New York Times bestseller,
War Letters
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Simulation Gaming

Burut adds an online death match mode to Ubersoldier II.

One of the signs of how many
games devoted fo the first per-
son portrayal of the in the
trenches, down the rifle sight
experience of combat in World
War Il there have been is that
Ubisoft is now releasing
Brother’s in Arms Hell’s
Highway, a bigbudget, mul-
tiplatform (PC, Xbox 360, PS3)
game that recreates the Allies’
defeat by the Germans in
Operation Market Garden. As
a general marketing tenet,
game companies like fo make
games where the player ulti-

info the time and place of the
battle. Actual veterans of the
campaign were interviewed
and historical records were
consulted at length. At the
same fime, the designers want
a game that will hold the atten-
tion of feenagers, so the “cine-
matic” aspects of the game that
tell the story of the unit while
you are fighting through the
levels includes some Matrixy
scenes of heads exploding and
bodies being torn apart as well
as scenes of befriending civil
ians who later meet grim ends
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BROTHERS
/IN ARMS:

HELL'S HIGHMWAY

mately wins; famously, only
General Montgomery could
characterize Market Garden as
victory.

The game is both firstperson
and squad-based in that you
control your character and up
to three squads of Al guided
soldiers. Like other squad-
based games, you direct the
squads by pulling up the tacti-
cal map and marking where
you want them to go. You can
also send move and attack
commands while in the firstper-
son view. The facfical map can
be improved by moving your
character to one of the lookout
points on each scenario. It is
technically possible fo simply
run and gun the enemy in
many situations, but the infent
of the game is that one squad
is used to pin the enemy (the
mark over their heads changes
when they are pinned) while
the others flank and kil them.

As in other Brothers games,
there is a real effort to put you

at the German's hands.

This installment of Brothers
has been a long fime coming
and the art work looks like it
was begun for less powerful
systems than the ones it is now
on. The trade-off is that the
extra time has given fo the
game play and the Al and the
cinematic elements have a pol-

By Eric T. Baker

who they are meant fo fight as
any in this genre. The design-
ers of this game wanted to
make you a part of this heart-
breaking campaign and with
only a few glitches, they suc-
ceeded.

Making History the
Calm and the Storm Gold
Edition from Muzzy Lane Soft
ware for the PC is a turn-based
strategy game set in the World
War |l era. By design, how-
ever, it is not fied fo any partic-
ular historical path or event of
the war. This is a game that
has units representing Bulgar-
ian cavalry and Turkish
infantry, just in case you should
want fo play the era from the
point of view of either of those
nations. It's not easy to play
China so skillfully that it ends
up building jet fighters and
overrunning India, but it is cer-
tainly possible.

Despite being on a com-
puter, the feel of Making His-
fory is that of a board game.
You micromanages cifies and
territories for resources, produc-
tion, military units, and diplo-
matic relations. Various starting
scenarios come with the game
and there is a built- in editor
that allows you to make your
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ish and smoothness that many
current gen games lack. We
seem to sfill be generations
from Al characters that will
fight as well as human ones,
but your squad mates in this
game are as likely to go where
they are meant to go and fight

own, or you can join the
game’s community and down-
load ones created by other
players. This title is a long way
from the multimillion dollar bud-
get of Brothers, but it does a
good and inferesting job with
what it has. 0




operation, Bennett has gone back to the origi-
nal primary written sources while relying less
than Ryan did on oral histories.

The result, not surprisingly, is a truer and
more complete presentation of the entire oper-
ation. In his detailed consideration of logistics,
communications, intelligence, and military cul-
ture, as well as leadership and tactical enter-
prise, David Bennett supplies some intriguing
conclusions in this, his first book-length work.
A “must read.”

An Army in Skirts: The
World War II Letters of
Frances DeBra Brown, by
Frances D. Brown, Indiana
Historical Society Press,

Indianapolis, Ind., 2008, —

264 pp., photographs, blbhography, index,

$27.95, hardcover.

During World War II, over 150,000 women
served in the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps
(WAAC). Strongly opposed by some in Congress
who disliked the idea of women in uniform,
ridiculed by some critics as the “Petticoat Army,”
and derided by others as being nothing more
than a large group of “loose women” who could
march in step, the WAACs (as well as their coun-
terparts in the Air Corps, Navy, Marines, and
Coast Guard) performed valuable services, not
the least of which was freeing up more men for
combat duty.

The service and contribution of these women
has gone largely ignored, but Frances DeBra
Brown has gone a long way in rectifying that
oversight. As she says in the preface of An
Army in Skirts, “Those who had signed up for
training had been warned that their work
would ‘be no picnic for glamour girls”.... Some
had a personal stake in the war, as they were the
siblings of men in the service and widows of
soldiers, sailors, and Marines killed at Pearl
Harbor and Bataan. They tackled their training
with enthusiasm, prompting one grizzled
sergeant to declare that the women recruits
learned ‘more in a day than my squads of men
used to learn in a week.””

A talented writer and artist (in addition to
dozens of photos, the book is sprinkled with
her sketches and watercolors), Brown, through
her letters to friends and family, provides the
reader with a breezy yet detailed look at life in
the WAACs—from training in Georgia and
assignments in South Dakota, Florida, London,
and Paris—and a life that nearly ended during
the German “buzz bomb” raids on London.

Chock full of interesting details and written
in a lively style, An Army in Skirts is highly rec-
ommended. o
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Road to War

Continued from page 69

brought Chinese bearers along to help carry the
wounded. The next three days were touch and
go for the ragged, pain-wracked survivors.
They hid from circling Japanese aircraft, not
knowing these planes were actually perform-
ing search-and-rescue duties.

The local Chinese were poor villagers for the
most part, and though they were somewhat
fearful of Japanese retaliation they freely gave
all they had. Panay survivors gratefully ate rice
and drank cup after cup of bitter tea. After
three days of fear and hardship, the survivors
were picked up by the Ladybird and Panay’s
sister gunboat, USS Oahbu. They eventually
reached Shanghai, where they were debriefed
by Admiral Harry E. Yarnell aboard his flag-
ship, the heavy cruiser USS Augusta.

President Roosevelt was outraged when he
heard of the Japanese attack on Panay. Secre-
tary of State Cordell Hull was scheduled to
meet with Japanese Ambassador Hirosi Saito
at 1 o’clock, so the president lost no time in
sending a memorandum to Hull that expressed
his dismay in no uncertain terms. The note,
typed on White House stationery and dated
12:30 pM, December 13, 1937, did not mince
words. Secretary Hull was instructed to tell the
Japanese ambassador “that the President is
deeply shocked and concerned by the news of
indiscriminate bombing of American and other
non-Chinese vessels on the Yangtze.”

The memo further expected that the Japan-
ese government render “full expressions of
regret and proffer of full compensation,” and
that “methods guaranteeing against a repeti-
tion of any similar attack in the future” be
established. The memo was initialed “FDR” in
a bold hand. Roosevelt held a series of cabinet
meetings to discuss the issue. There had to be
some way of curbing Japanese aggression in
Asia. He secretly contacted the British govern-
ment and suggested a joint naval blockade of
the Japanese Home Islands. Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain rejected the idea out of
hand. Chamberlain disliked Roosevelt person-
ally, felt the New Deal was a farrago of half-
baked economic theories, and considered the
Americans to be totally unreliable. If political
push came to diplomatic shove, the prime min-
ister felt the Americans might well leave Britain
holding the bag.

The Japanese government moved quickly to
avert any possibility of war with the United
States. Formal apologies were publicly
expressed, and on April 22, 1938, the Japanese
government paid $2,214,007.36 as settlement

for the Panay, the loss of the three tankers, per-
sonal losses, and casualties. These gestures did
much to placate Congress and American pub-
lic opinion. Some of the more isolationist politi-
cians wondered why the U.S. military was in
China in the first place. If all American forces
were withdrawn, there would be no repetition
of the Panay incident.

Roosevelt knew that in 1937 the United
States was not prepared for war with Japan.
The British had rejected any joint punitive
action, and isolationism was still a powerful
force within American society. It was a bitter
pill, but the Roosevelt administration decided
to accept the Japanese apology and later finan-
cial compensation.

There was one problem, however. Norman
Alley of Universal had shot a lot of film dur-
ing the attack, and some sequences showed
Japanese dive-bombers flying just a few hun-
dred feet above their intended victims. Roo-
sevelt personally asked Alley to delete about
30 feet of the most incriminating footage just
prior to its public release into American movie
theaters. Those crucial 30 feet of film exposed
Japanese claims of ignorance as lies and thus
were too inflammatory. Alley granted the pres-
ident’s request.

Many years later, Commander Okumiya
wrote an account of the Panay affair that
claimed that he and his squadron did not rec-
ognize the American gunboat. Okumiya
insisted that the Japanese pilots thought they
were attacking fleeing Chinese ships loaded
with enemy soldiers. That may well be, but
troubling questions remain. Why didn’t the
dive-bomber pilots see the American flags that
were displayed at several points? Even if they
did not see the flags on their initial run, why
weren’t the Stars and Stripes spotted as the
attack progressed?

The ultranationalists within the Japanese mil-
itary were unrepentant. If anything, men like
Colonel Hashimoto were disappointed that
major hostilities had not broken out between the
United States and Japan. Rear Admiral Mit-
suzawa, commander in chief of the Japanese
Imperial Naval Air Forces in China, was relieved
of command and sent home. Admiral Hasegawa
also accepted responsibility, though there is no
evidence he was involved in any way. Colonel
Hashimoto was also sent home, but this was
window dressing and involved little real disgrace.
It was said that Hashimoto was a member of the
secret Black Dragon Society, a group of hard-
core nationalists who actively worked for the
establishment of Japanese hegemony in Asia.

The Japanese people were not sympathetic
with their military, and the American embassy
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in Tokyo was flooded with expressions of
regret and sorrow. Tokyo schoolchildren con-
tributed $10,000 in pennies for a Panay vic-
tim relief fund. A young Japanese woman even
cut off her hair as a gesture of repentance and
mourning and gave the tresses to the Ameri-
can ambassador. The ultranationalists in the
Army and government were unmoved by these
popular gestures; they were determined to
establish Japanese hegemony in Asia as almost
any cost.

The Panay incident marked a significant
turning point in U.S.-Japanese relations. Before
Panay, the Roosevelt administration was mildly
pro-Chinese but too preoccupied with domes-
tic affairs to resist Japanese aggression. After
Panay, American foreign policy took steps, halt-
ing at first but gradually gathering momentum,
to actively oppose Japanese conquest of Asia.

The isolationists responded by trying to
introduce the so-called Ludlow Amendment to
the Constitution. If adopted, this would have
required a nationwide referendum before the
nation would go to war. The one exception
would be if American soil were actually
invaded. Roosevelt lobbied hard to defeat the
measure, which was rejected by the House of
Representatives on January 10, 1938.

Roosevelt’s response was both public and pri-
vate. He privately explored ways to freeze
Japanese assets in the United States, but these
probes were premature and came to nothing.
In February 1938, the venerable Plan Orange
was dusted off and revised to include a possi-
ble naval blockade of the Japanese Home
Islands. Plan Orange, which formulated U.S.
strategic objectives in the Pacific in the event of
war with Japan, had been around in various
forms since 1919.

On a more concrete, public level Roosevelt
enthusiastically supported the Vinson-Trammel
Naval Expansion Act, a $1.1 billion expansion
of the United States Navy that would increase
America’s two-ocean fleet by 69 vessels over 10
years. The most important part of the measure,
at least in retrospect, was the increase of the
nation’s aircraft carrier force. New carriers like
Yorktown and Enterprise were going to play a
significant role in the Pacific War to come.

The Panay incident was the first step on the
long road to war. It was as if the loss of the gun-
boat awakened a somnolent Roosevelt admin-
istration, raising awareness that Japan was just
as great a threat as Hitler’s Germany. The
embattled group of “river rats” aboard Panay
had not fought in vain. o

Eric Niderost is a college professor in Hayward,
California.
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Continued from page 47

He noted, “I loved my job with the police
department. I've always been very fortunate—
not everybody gets to work at what they like
to do.”

Although he really had no time for dating, one
day his uncle who worked at a movie studio
fixed Compton up with a young lady who
worked as a secretary there. Her name was
Donna. The two of them hit it off perfectly from
the first date, and they were married in October
1947. They had two daughters, Syndee and
Tracy, and their marriage would last a lifetime.

Despite his very full schedule, Compton
noted, “Donna hung in there and never com-
plained once about the life we were leading.
She always had a smile. If T lived another 80
lifetimes, I could never say enough good things
about her.”

In June 1949 Compton graduated from law
school and passed the bar exam, but he stayed
on with the police department. He was trans-
ferred to the Detective Bureau, an assignment
he called “some of the grimmest work I would
ever encounter.”

After less than a year with the bureau, he was
transferred to the Central Burglary Division, an
assignment he thoroughly enjoyed for the next
two years. With his law degree in hand, and
through the connections he was making doing
police work, Compton left the force in 1951 and
was hired as a deputy district attorney for Los
Angeles County, the first ex-police officer in L.A.
to make such a switch. In this capacity, over the
next two decades he found himself involved in a
number of high-profile cases, but none more so
than the trial of Sirhan Sirhan, the man who shot
presidential candidate Robert E Kennedy in June
1968 at L.A.’s Ambassador Hotel.

Compton said, “The senator lived until the
early morning hours of June 6, 1968. Ironic for
me—]June 6 would always be D-Day in my
mind. Twenty-four years earlier, June 6, 1944,
I had parachuted into Normandy.”

He also noted, “Because the crime happened
in their jurisdiction, the LAPD was the primary
investigative bureau responsible for the case.”
Compton was put in charge of the investigative
task force.

The massive investigation went on for months,
and an insurmountable mountain of assembled
evidence built up. Theories that the gunman was
part of a larger conspiracy were shattered by the
careful investigation by Compton’s team. On
January 7, 1969, seven months after the assassi-
nation, the case went to trial. Fifteen weeks later,
the case was handed to the jury, which came

back with a guilty verdict; Sirhan Sirhan was sen-
tenced to death in the gas chamber.

“We had won,” said Compton, “but I felt any-
thing but triumphant. Justice was done. Sirhan
Sirhan killed Senator Kennedy. Under laws estab-
lished by a civilized society, a killer received the
justice he deserved.” In 1972, however, Califor-
nia abolished the death penalty and Sirhan’s sen-
tence was changed to life imprisonment.

In 1970, California Governor Ronald Reagan
appointed Buck Compton to the position of
Associate Justice of the California Courts of
Appeal.

“I was ecstatic,” he said. “I never dreamed I
would be offered such a position. It was very
rare for someone who hadn’t served at a lower
level such as Superior Court to go directly to the
Courts of Appeal.” As far as he knows, he is the
only ex-police officer ever to sit on the Appellate
Court in California, if not the whole country.

He remained on the bench hearing appeals
and writing opinions until he stepped down in
1990 at age 68. He and Donna then moved to
the San Juan Islands off the coast of Washing-
ton State and built a home to which they
retired; their two daughters lived nearby. Sadly,
in 1994 Donna developed serious medical
problems and passed away suddenly. Compton
was devastated.

“I only cry at three things: the death of my
father, the love I have for America, and the
memory of Donna,” he said. The island house
became too lonely for him and so he moved in
with his daughter Tracy and her family in their
home on the mainland. Life, however, still held
new opportunities for Compton.

In the early 1990s, he was interviewed by
historian Stephen Ambrose for a book he was
writing about E Company, 506th PIR; it was
entitled Band of Brothers. The book became a
best seller.

Then, after the stunning success of Steven
Spielberg’s 1998 World War Il epic Saving Pri-
vate Ryan, which did much to rekindle public
interest in World War II, plans were made to
turn Band of Brothers into a 10-part miniseries
for HBO. Along with several other E Company
veterans, Compton became an unofficial tech-
nical adviser for the series, often conversing
with and giving tips to actor Neal McDonough,
who played him in the film.

Although he was not totally pleased with the
artistic license that was taken for dramatic pur-
poses, Compton realized that certain scenes had
to be invented or reality altered for the sake of
viewer impact. He was pleased, however, with all
the attention and recognition that the book and
series focused on the members of his old unit.

“The only downside,” he said, “is that not
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everybody who deserved recognition got it.
The starting point of Easy Company was about
150 guys, maybe 200, while we were in com-
bat in Europe. A lot of them did some pretty
brave things and suffered a lot of hardship.
Many were wounded and killed. All kinds of
guys did as much as or more than I did, whose
names were never heard of or mentioned.

“That’s not anybody’s fault. It would be sim-
ply impossible, if you were in Ambrose’s spot,
to write a book that mentioned everybody. The
book and the series had to be limited in scope.
But I can understand that there are guys who
feel left out. Like, Why is Compton mentioned
and not me? I don’t know the answer to that.
But I hope people will take it that we were rep-
resentatives of combat soldiers everywhere.”

In thinking of other “combat soldiers every-
where,” Compton acknowledged that there is
a certain amount of “glamour” that attaches
to paratroopers “due to the fact that we jumped
out of airplanes. But we didn’t have it as hard,
for instance, as the guys in the 1st or 4th or
29th Divisions, who were grinding it out day
after day in Europe, many of whom were not
pulled back from the line to England after 30
days like we were. Or beyond that, the poor
guys who served in the Pacific. Iwouldn’t have
traded with the guys in the Pacific for anything.
None of them got the recognition we did.”

Living today in Anacortes, Washington,
Compton is a volunteer for the Skagit County
Republican Party headquarters, gives a variety
of lectures, and even has a radio commentary
program.

Compton also remains fiercely proud of his
military service, yet sincerely humble. When
thanked for his service, he replies, “I spent three
years on active duty, saw some combat in
Europe, and suffered a minor wound. I got back
in one piece and had the luxury of having a great
family life and a rewarding career. I consider
three years and a wound a small price to pay for
the privilege of being born in America. The peo-
ple to whom we all must pay our respects and
honor for their service are those who gave life
and limb in performing their duty.”

As he closes the story of his life, Buck Comp-
ton leaves the reader of his new book with one
final thought: America is still the land of unlim-
ited opportunity. “You can have anything or be
anything you want in this country if you put
your mind to it,” he says. “Don’t let anybody
take that away from you.” o

Denver-based Flint Whitlock, author of several
books on World War I1, is a former Army para-
trooper, and is working on a book about the
D-Day airborne assault.
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Biddle recommended leniency for both Dasch
and Burger because they had given information
to the FBL President Roosevelt listened to Biddle
and reduced the sentences of both men. Dasch’s
sentence was commuted to 30 years in prison;
Burger was sentenced to life imprisonment.

Roosevelt’s reduction of the two sentences
both astonished and angered Hoover. Up to that
time, everything had gone his way. Even though
Dasch would not be executed, he would still be
in prison. Hoover would do his best to make cer-
tain that no one would hear his story. Hoover
never seemed to be troubled about Burger, prob-
ably because Burger was always so passive.

As it turned out, the six condemned men
were neither shot nor hanged. At the District
jail, the electric chair had replaced the gallows
in the 1930s. On the morning of August 8,
1942, they were escorted to death row, one at
a time, and then to the execution chamber
about 100 yards away. The exact order in
which the men were executed was kept secret,
but it was customary at the District jail to
perform multiple executions in alphabetical
order.

This meant that Haupt was first. “Haupt was
seated in the electric chair at one minute past
noon,” a witness later wrote. After Haupt, it
was Heinck, Kerling, Neubauer, Quirin, and
finally Thiel. Each execution took an average of
10 minutes and 30 seconds. The entire proce-
dure, from first to last, took one hour and three
minutes. It was considered the fastest multiple
execution on record.

Dasch and Burger were transferred to the
federal prison at Danbury, Connecticut, to
begin serving their sentences. Dasch was moved
to several other prisons during the next few
years, including Atlanta, Georgia; and Leaven-
worth, Kansas. He was refused permission to
have any connection with the outside world.
He was even refused a pencil, in case he should
write down his testimony and somehow smug-
gle it out of prison.

Hoover got everything he wanted out of
Operation Pastorius. He received the recogni-
tion he was looking for and was acclaimed a
national hero for rounding up eight enemy
saboteurs within days of their landing in the
United States. President Roosevelt even autho-
rized a bill for an “appropriate medal of
honor” for Hoover.

Newspaper and magazine accounts praised
Hoover and vilified Dasch. Burger was usually
left out of these accounts, or mentioned only in
passing. To make certain that writers used the

FBI’s version of Operation Pastorius when they
were researching an article, the FBI produced a
five-page press release called “George Dasch
and the Nazi Saboteurs.” In this account, the
Bureau implies that Dasch gave evidence
against the other men only after he had been
“taken into custody” and had been thoroughly
interrogated by FBI agents.

This release does admit that Dasch turned
himself in to the FBI, but only because his
group had been discovered on the beach by
Coast Guardsman John Cullen. “Perhaps he
thought the whole project so grandiose as to be
impractical,” the release read, “and wanted to
protect himself before some of his companions
took action on similar doubts.” In other words,
it implied that Dasch went to the FBI only
because he was afraid that his companions
would turn on him first.

Hoover did such an excellent job of covering
up Dasch’s role and circulating the FBI version
that it endured for years. In spite of his efforts,
however, staff reporters at Newsweek magazine
got wind of Dasch’s actual role in the sabotage
plot. Hoover found out that Newsweek had the
story and tried to keep it from being published.
He did not kill the story but managed to have it
heavily censored. The story appeared in
Newsweek’s November 12, 1945, edition, and
reported that Dasch and Burger were directly
responsible for defusing Operation Pastorius. It
did not mention Hoover’s attempts to persuade
Dasch to plead guilty to sabotage or mention
Hoover in any negative manner.

In 1948, both Dasch and Burger were released
from prison on a pardon from President Harry
S. Truman, which is customary for imprisoned
spies and saboteurs when a war comes to an end.
Both men were also ordered to be deported to
Germany. As soon as J. Edgar Hoover found out
about the pardon, he had both men rushed out
of the country so quickly that neither Dasch’s
American-born wife nor his attorney knew any-
thing about what had happened until Dasch was
on his way to Germany.

Throughout the rest of Dasch’s life, he always
expected that he would receive some sort of
pardon that would clear him of his conviction
and allow him to return to the United States.
He died in 1992, at the age of 88, still expect-
ing that someone in Washington would undo
what J. Edgar Hoover had done. o

David Alan Johnson resides in Union, New Jer-
sey. This article is an excerpt from his forth-
coming book, BETRAYAL: The True Story of
J. Edgar Hoover and the Nazi Saboteurs Cap-
tured During World War Two, published by
Hippocrene Books.
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