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CELEBRATE THE AMERICAN SPIRIT ON AN ENLIGHTENING
AND ENTERTAINING VACATION WITH STEPHEN AMBROSE
HISTORICAL TOURS, FOUNDED BY STEPHEN E. AMBROSE,
AUTHOR OF THE BEST-SELLING BOOK, “BAND OF BROTHERS.”

VISIT STEPHENAMBROSETOURS.COM OR CALL 1.888.903.3329
Stephen Ambroge

HISTORICAL TOWURK

The First Name in Historic Travel.”

“THIS TOUR IS SPECIAL.

THERE IS NOTHING ELSE
LIKEIT.”

— Major Dick Winters,
The Commander of Easy Company

The Original Band of Brothers
May 2-16, 2014
August 29-September 12, 2014

70th Anniversary of D-Day
to the Rhine

May 31-June 13, 2014
September 19-October 1, 2014

70th Anniversary of D-Day
Operation Overlord

June 1-10, 2014

September 19-27, 2014

70th Anniversary of the
Battle of Normandy

In the Footsteps of Patton
June 2014

Lewis & Clark:
Corps of Discovery
June 19-29, 2014

70th Anniversary of the
Warsaw Uprising

WWIl in Poland & Germany
August 30-September 13, 2014

Italian Campaign
October 2014

Civil War
November 1-8, 2014

lwo Jima: War in the Pacific
March 2015



Brazcn, brave and very
effective, the “Flying
Tigers” flew their way into
history thanks to their
WWII exploits. Flying the
P-40 Warhawk, the tena-
cious men of the “Flying
Tigers” turned this rugged
yet often outclassed plane
into a fearsome harbinger
of American firepower.
Along the way they added
the shark-tooth design on
the plane’s nose—turning
the P-40 into an icon for-
ever associated with the
men of the 23d Fighter
Group.

Hangar features
United States
Army Air Corps
motifs, flags and
a clock face
modeled on a
warhawk
propeller

*
Intricately
sculpted and
painted by hand,
in authentic detail

*
Brass-toned metal
pendulum
decorated with
prop and
wings insignia

This exclusive “P-40 Flying
Tiger” Cuckoo Clock salutes

the heroic efforts of the
legendary American Volunteer
Group better known as the
“Flying Tigers.” Strong demand

is expected, so act now to
acquire yours in four interest-
free monthly installments of only
$44.99, for a total issue price of
just $179.95*%, backed by our 365-
day money-back guarantee. Reply
today, but send no money now. Just
complete and return your Reservation
Application. It’s that easy!

www.bradfordexchange.com/p40

2013 The Bradford Exchange 01-15583-001-B1
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Clock case shown smaller
than actual size of appr. 17%
inches tall x 7Yz mc?lts wide
x 6% inches deep

Requires 3 “AA”
batteries, not included.

i RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

THE
BRADFORD EXCIHANGE

=HOME DECOR-—

9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES! Please reserve the “P-40 Flying Tiger” Cuckoo Clock
for me as described in this announcement.

Limil: one per order. Please Respond Prompily
Mrs. Mr. Ms. R :

Name (Please Print Claarly)
Address
City
State Zip_

01-15583-001-E57491

senice, Limtod-ediion prosentation restricled to 205 eraling days
inifial payment for shipment. Sales subject 1o product availability

*Plus $21.09 shippin
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organic cultured
pearls

YOUR FREE PEARLS ARE HERE

EXPERIENCE THE LUXURY OF MITSUKO ORGANIC CULTURED
PEARLS REGULARLY $299, GET THEM TODAY FOR FREE®

e owe you an apology. This exclusive deal is
Wguaranteed to ruin every jewelry purchase
you make from now on. Once you realize
that it’s possible to own a genuine cultured pearl necklace
for FREE, other luxury brands are bound to disappoint.
They can’t handle FREE jewelry. They can't even afford

to try. But you can. And that’s all that matters to us.

We're offering our Mitsuko Organic Cultured Pearl Neck-
lace online for $299. But if you'd like it for near NOTHING
(you pay only the $19.95 shipping & processing-see details
below) all you need to do is call 1-800-859-1542.

It's okay to be skeptical. You have every right to be.
Why would any company give away a pearl necklace?
Good question. We believe that once you try us, you'll
be back for more. But maybe a better question is why

By implanting a nucleus
inside the oyster, farmers
stimulate the natural

creation of a pearl. Each

Mitsuko cultured pearl is

harvested, polished and
strung by hand.

other luxury jewelers don't think twice about offering cultured
pearls for hundreds—even thousands—more. I'm sure they have
their reasons. But you don't have to fall for them. Not anymore.
Call today for your FREE Mitsuko Organic Cultured Pearl Necklace

and you'll realize that luxury doesn't have to cost a fortune.

L8

~ Rating of A+

Stauere

14101 Southcross Drive W,

Call now while our supplies last...

1-800-859-1542

Mitsuko Organic Cultured Pearls—Exclusively from
Stauer. Every necklace is the product of generations of
expertise. From natural genesis to final selection,
imported Mitsuko organic cultured pearls are held to
the highest standard. This continous, 26" strand show-
cases a collection of 6%-7mm white cultured pearls.
Each necklace is hand-strung and double-knotted to
keep every precious pearl secure.

This exclusive FREE offer can’t last forever.
Unfortunately, we are only able to make a limited
number of these necklaces available to the public for
free. Don't let this incredible opportunity pass you by!
To ensure that you receive your FREE Mitsuko
Organic Cultured Pearl Necklace, please call today.
Your idea of luxury will never be the same!

Mitsuko Cultured Pearl Necklace
Regularly-$299¢

Yours FREE*

*Pay only $19.95 shipping & processing

* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto
Rico) except in TX, FL, CO, OK, RI, NH, WV and
ID. These state residents will be charged one cent

Depr. MFP184-01 (5.01) + shj ping & pmc_essing for the item. Void

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW.Stauer.com Promotional Code MFP184-01 where prohibited or resl:ncted y law. Oﬁer subject
s P to state and local regulations. Not valid with

¥ Free is for Call-In Customers only versus the Please mention this code when you call. other offers and only while supplies last. This offer

original Stauer.com price.

is limited to one item per shipping address.

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™
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CALL FOR
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Call Toll Free: 877.404.5637
Order Online
www.elitebrigade.com
5550 Vanbarr PI. / P.O. Box 716M
Freeland, WA 98249

Hundreds of 1:6 Scale Figures, Thousands of
Parted Out Items, Vehicles, Artillery, and Morel

The Last
Zero Figh

WWII Japa Naval Pilots

Awvailable on Amazon & Kindle.

www.historicalconsulting.com
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Editorial

Stolen Nazi art recovered in
IMunich creates a sensation.

RECLUSIVE 80-YEAR-OLD CORNELIUS GURLITT KEPT HIS SECRET FOR NEARLY 70
years. Apparently, in February 2012, a treasure trove of paintings confiscated or stolen by the Nazis
was recovered in the old man’s Munich apartment. For reasons that remain unclear, however, the
German authorities kept the discovery and recovery quiet for nearly two years.

Evidence seems to indicate that Gurlitt’s father was under the
watchful eye of the Nazis during the 1930s and 1940s because he
was one quarter Jewish. According to the New York Times, the
racially discriminatory Nuremberg Laws were in effect and cost
Hildebrand Gurlitt two positions with German museums. Despite his
“racial impurity,” Hildebrand Gurlitt served the Nazis by selling
confiscated works of art that were either deemed non-Aryan or
degenerate by the Nazi regime. The sales produced revenue for the
Nazi government. He also is reported to have been involved in the
disposition of some artwork at extremely low prices that Jewish
owners were desperate to sell.

Under the Nazis, Hildebrand Gurlitt amassed a fantastic collection
of art including works by such artists as Picasso, Matisse, and Renais-
sance engraver Albrecht Diirer. When detained and questioned by
American authorities in 1945, Gurlitt explained that his art collection
had been destroyed by Allied bombing of his apartment building in the city of Dresden.

Decades later, the Gurlitt secret came to light when Hildebrand’s son, Cornelius, was ques-
tioned by Bavarian customs agents aboard a train en route from Switzerland. Cornelius was car-
rying the equivalent of $12,500 in crisp, new 500 Euro notes. When German tax authorities
raided his Munich apartment, they found hundreds of boxes of pasta, jars of jam, and contain-
ers of fruit juice and discovered approximately 1,500 paintings along with a number of empty
frames, suggesting that Gurlitt had lived in the apartment for years and sold off paintings as
needed to raise cash.

One of the paintings that Cornelius sold in recent years was Lion Tamer by the German artist
Max Beckmann. Sold by a Cologne auction house, the painting fetched $1.17 million. Interest-
ingly, when Lion Tamer was sold, the heirs of Alfred Flechtheim, a Jewish art gallery owner who
fled Nazi Germany and died penniless in London in 1937, shared in the proceeds. That transac-
tion seems to have been concluded quietly, raising few questions if any from the auction house or
anyone else involved.

The Nazis systematically seized private collections and looted museums across Germany and
in occupied countries, and any disposition or return of the stolen or cheaply sold art to previous
owners is likely to take years. Further, there is a legal issue looming for descendants of former own-
ers who might consider claims. Are they entitled to compensation or return of the property if their
relative did in fact sell the artwork—whether or not they were under duress?

Meanwhile, Cornelius Gurlitt may still be under investigation for tax evasion, and he seems to
be eliciting little sympathy from his cousin, Ekkheart Gurlitt, who told Bloomberg News that
Cornelius is a “real oddball.” Even so, Ekkheart went on to say that Cornelius and his father
should have pleased collectors by preserving the paintings rather than allowing them to be
destroyed by the Nazis.

As more details of this intriguing and bizarre situation surface, the heirs of those who lost these
treasures long ago may depend heavily on the goodwill of Gurlitt if they are to make any recov-
ery. According to German law, a 30-year statute of limitations exists. Further complicating things
is a law under which the individual who possesses property for at least 10 years gains ownership
of it unless he is judged to have acted in bad faith. At least a generation removed, such would be
difficult to prove in court.

Lion Tamer

Michael E. Haskew
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AlrYpbornecricket.com

For the first time since 1944 the ACME cricket is
available again. Manufactured in the same
Birmingham factory, on the same presses and
using the same dies. For authenticity you will not
find better, these are exactly the same as the
originals taken into MNormandy by the 101st
Airborne Division on D-Day, June 6th 1944

. Ma.de in'f_ﬂflm_”LI AVAILABLE

Orig 1944 factory

L]
« Orig 1944 tools ON LIN E
A = ok X

Signed certificate ™ _
Solid brass airbornecricket.com

» Authentic box info@airbornecricket.com

WORLD WAR 11
TOURS

Alpventures® World War Il Tours
are packed with History, Fun & Adventure.

Visit the World War Il Battlefields of Europe and Russia
on our Guided Tours, and enjoy exceptional service,
first-class hotels, experienced guide, and much more...

1(888) 991-6718 worldwar2tours.com
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Ordnance | By John Ermert |

National Archives

target shooting. Last, the M1903 received a
modified chamber to shoot the newly devel-
oped .30-06 cartridge.

Manufactured by the government arsenals at
Springfield, Massachusetts, and Rock Island,
Mllinois, the M1903 was unofficially referred to
as the Springfield, continuing in a long line of
Springfield Armory designed shoulder arms. It
was, however, the subject of a controversial
legal battle between the U.S. government and
the German Mauser company, which resulted
in the U.S. paying damages to Mauser, even
after World War 1.

The M1903 had not been available in the
numbers required during World War L. Even
though production had been increased signifi-
cantly, the U.S. Army was forced to seek more
rifles elsewhere. The M1917 rifle, a British
design built under license by Winchester and
Remington, was issued in .30-06 and saw
action in large numbers overseas. However,
military politics played in the M1903’s favor
and it remained the standard rifle after the war.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, John C.
Garand, a Springfield Armory employee, sought
to produce a practical, simple, weapon which
could, as Alexander Rose described in his book
American Rifle, with the mere pulling of the trig-
ger “allow the rifleman to pull it again.”

The M1903, together with other bolt action
rifles, require the user to frequently break his

PY view of the sights to operate the bolt after fir-

Fo rgo tt e n su b st ltu t e ing each shot. Even with a skilled operator, the
step of gaining a sight picture after being forced

to break off, taking the slack out of the trigger,

The M1903 Springfield rifle remained in wide use breathing, firing, operating the bolt, and repeat-
ing requires a certain amount of discipline and

during and after World War II. proper training. Considering that in the heat of
battle the fact that even the best shots will fail
to connect with their enemy in a stressful envi-
DECADES OF FEATURE FILMS AND YEARS OF VIDEO GAMES HAVE CREATED AN  ronment, and the operational simplicity of a
image of the World War I American GI and Marine slugging it out against Axis foes with the M1 semiautomatic rifle could appeal to a lot of mil-
Garand semiautomatic rifle and the Thompson submachine gun, with the occasional M1 carbine itary thinkers.
thrown in for good measure. However, American troops, even well into 1944, could still be found With a semiautomatic, the operator takes up
carrying a vestige of early 20th century small arms technology, the bolt action M1903 Springfield ~ a sight picture, breathes, presses the trigger,
rifle. Adopted long before most of the World War II generation was born, the waits for his sights to come back
M1903 was the designated substitute rifle if the M1 Garand was not available. During a pavse in the on target, and allows the trigger
The Rifle Caliber .30 Model 1903 was adopted as the standard U.S. military rifle Lislullie, the town of to reset for the next shot. Also,
in 1903. Based on the Mauser manually operated bolt action rifle designed and M AR RN <cmiautomatic rifles tend to have
. . . . 1944, Pfc. Edward J. Foley . .
produced in Germany, the M1903 was a five shot weapon with a 24-inch barrel less recoil due to the mechanism
. . . . of the 143rd Infantry .
intended to serve as a standard rifle for all services in an era when many countries soaking up much of the rearward

. . . . . Regiment, 36th Division, ; R
issued long rifles to the infantry and short carbines for artillery and cavalry troops. deans his Springfield impulses. This simpler battery of

However, the M1903 was modified in increments over the following three years M1903A4 sniper rifle. arms also brought with it the fact
before its final configuration was decided upon. The original, integral rod bayonet WRITRTR AR W that the effective rate of fire was
was replaced in 1905 with a 16-inch sword bayonet design. Also, the graduated of the M1903 rifle limited only by the skills and trig-
ramp rear sight mounted on the barrel just ahead of the receiver was replaced with ~JSUZEERUGIT NI ERYEEN  ger finger of the shooter.

a folding ladder rear sight in the same location but more applicable to long range nam era and beyond. However, semiautomatics were

WWIIHISTORY FEBRUARY 2014
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Boldly emblazoned on
the back is a patch of a
soaring eagle, its wings
bearing our flag’s stars
and stripes, surrounded

by the words for which we
stand LAND OF THE FREE
and HOME OF THE BRAVE

RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

An All-American Salute with Star Spangled Style

It's time to stand up and stand out as proud Americans. And now you can in dramatic fash-

THE
BRADFORD EXCHANGI
. g . . i . 3 i 3 . = APPAREL & ACCESSORIES=
ion, with our custom-crafted “Home of the Brave” Men's Hoodie, exclusively available from
9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES Please reserve the “Home of the Brave” Men's Hoodlie

checked below for me as described in this announcement. I've

indicated my size preference below.

Limit: one per order Please Respo.
J M(38-40) 01-16577-011 1 XL(46-48) 01-16577-013
- L{42-44) 01-16577-012 1 XXL(50-52) 01-16577-014

The Bradford Exchange. Crafted in easy-care black cotton blend knit, with brushed fleece on
the inside, it showcases a stirring eagle patch accented with our flag’s stars and stripes on the
back along with the boldly printed motto: LAND OF THE FREE and HOME OF THE BRAVE. An
American flag is embroidered on the front chest. r—

You'll notice plenty of design detail throughout this apparel exclusive, like contrasting gray
lining in the hood, front pockets, knit cuffs and hem, a full front zipper, and even chrome-

look metal tippets on the hood drawstrings. Imported. Signature
An Outstanding Value ... And Your Satisfaction Guaranteed Mrs. Mr. Ms. .
ame (Please Print Clearly)
I'his custom hoodie is available, in sizes Medium to XXL, only from The Bradford Exchange, 1 yress
and only for a limited time. So don’t miss out—order yours as soon as possible! A remark-
able value at $89.95*, you can pay for it in four convenient monthly installments of $22.49 City
each. To order yours, backed by our 30-day guarantee, send no money now; just fill out and ' State Zip

-E57401

send in your Reservation Application today!
“Plus $9.99 shippin
st ment.

it for

www.bradfordexchange.com/patriotichoodie ©2013 BGE 01-16577-001-BI
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more complex and expensive, and senior mili-
tary officials believed that issuing such weapons
would result in poor fire discipline and wastage
of ammunition. Furthermore, early attempts to
produce a semiautomatic rifle for general issue
had resulted in portly, underdeveloped weapons
that were inaccurate and unreliable. The merit
of the bolt action was its mechanical simplicity.
A bolt action like the M1903 could be fired and
loaded indefinitely, hinging only on how
quickly the operator would become fatigued.
By the mid 1930s, the United States Army,
however, had evaluated John Garand’s service
rifle, an eight-shot semiautomatic, which,
although heavier than the Springfield, showed
the promise of shaking the reputation of pre-
ceding designs. In 1936, after a series of tests
and evaluations, the Garand was standardized

as the Rifle Caliber .30 M1. This did not mean

that the M1903 was automatically replaced. It
would take years for the M1 to reach full pro-
duction thanks to Depression era budget con-
straints, and the U.S. Marine Corps did not see
the M1 as sufficiently superior to the M1903.

The M1903 handles slightly better than the
M1 due to roughly a pound difference in offi-
cial stated weight, 8.7 pounds compared to
9.5. However, the M1 was designed with some
economy in mind, with the intent being to
share as much equipment with the M1903 as
was possible. The M1 was designed to take
the M1905 bayonet used with the M1903, its
clip size of eight rounds was the maximum
capacity possible while still being able to use
ammo belts issued with the M1903. Although
this mindset did prohibit the M1 from pos-
sessing more radical features such as a detach-
able magazine, it likely worked out for the
best considering the course of the war. Troops
transitioning to the M1 would only have to
trade in their old rifles.

The M1 was not perfect. Shortly after adop-
tion and the initiation of full production, the

M1 began to suffer from malfunctions, and the
process of incorporating the fixes into the pro-
duction line and refitting the weapons in ser-
vice added delays to deployment. Also, the gov-
ernment further slowed debugging of the M1
by ordering investigations into the selection of
the M1, and some called for further competi-
tions to determine if there were better rifle
designs. When war broke out in Europe in
1939, it was clear that the United States would
have to rearm within two or three years in
order to meet the threat.

The Marines were adamant that the M1903
suited their needs. In November, 1940, the
Marines held a series of trials in which the M1
and the M1903 were subjected to an abusive,
all out torture test including being exposed to
both salt and fresh water, sand, and a complete
immersion in mud. Not surprisingly, the M1
failed to pass the rigorous test, which was
rigged in the M1903’s favor. To the Marine’s
chagrin, they did find that the M1 compared
favorably to the M1903 in terms of accuracy.
The Marine prejudice against the autoloader
would only die on a far away Pacific island, in

Gift Certificates
Available Now!

o 'semellling II 1l
NRIVEATANK.com

The civilian's tank driving adventure is an
approximately 4-5 hour hands on military
~ vehicle historical experience. A tank driving
adventure makes the perfect gift for that
- person in your life that has everything.

ent|

Consider a tank driving
adventure for:

* Corporate Events
- ® Bachelor Parties
e Birthdays

* Anniversaries

‘e Father’s Day

e Graduations

_%___Holiday Gifts 1p

WWIIHISTORY FEBRUARY 2014



one of the most intense campaigns of the war.

As Europe was engulfed in the Nazi
onslaught, the U.S. military faced a severe
shortage of small arms. The institution of the
draft in 1939 and increased military funding
meant that there were more men coming into
the ranks than the military had anticipated. The
military had only just fixed the flaws in the
MT’s operating system, but even supplying
Winchester with a contract to build the new
semiautomatic rifle would not be enough. It
would take time for the Springfield Armory and
Winchester to streamline and speed up pro-
duction rates. However, the tooling that had
been used to manufacture M1903s at Rock
Island was still in existence, and in November
of 1941, Remington began producing M1903s
using that tooling.

The early Remington M1903s were made to
the high quality standards that had been
expected of the M1903 since production had
previously ceased in the 1920s. However, pro-
duction rates were low due in part to worn tool-
ing and in part because the rifles were made to
production standards that were frankly too high.
In early 1942, Remington began to integrate
shortcuts in productions, substituting stampings
and limiting machining operations where possi-
ble, creating the M1903M. Also, the flat gray
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parkerized finish replaced the glossy black park-
erizing that had been used previously, as would
become common throughout American wartime
firearms production. However, the M model was
still not simplified enough.

The M1903A3 was implemented by Rem-
ington and adopted by the military in May
1942 to create a serviceable yet cheaper rifle.
Gone were the match grade target sights that
had characterized the M1903. Instead, the
1903A3 featured a rear aperture sight mounted
on the rear of the receiver, the furthest range
setting being 400 yards. Also, the magazine
well and trigger guard were now a single piece
made from stampings and welded together. In
1942, Smith Corona Typewriter was assigned
a contract to supplement Remington’s output
of the M1903A3.

When the United States entered World War
Il in December 1941, the troops in the Philip-
pines were largely equipped with M1903s,
although a few M1s were in the hands of U.S.
troops before the surrender on Bataan and else-
where in the islands. For many who joined up
both before and after Pearl Harbor, the first
weapon they were issued was often the M1903.

Robert Edlin, a National Guardsman who
had joined his outfit in 1939, said, “That ‘03

rifle kicked like a mule....” Even regulars in
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prestigious outfits like the 1st Infantry Division,
“The Big Red One,” were forced to make due.
Directly assigned to his unit at the end of 1940,
Bill Willis joined the 1st Division and still had
to face shortages. “We qualified on the rifle
range with the Springfield ‘03,” he recalled in
a later interview.

There were still those in the Army who
resisted replacing the M1903 with the M1, old
sergeants who did not want to change over to
the M1 and did their best to bad mouth the
weapon in front of the troops. The attitude was
likely as poor, if not worse, among old salts in
the Marines. Despite the fact that the Marine
Corps had bowed to the inevitable and offi-
cially adopted the M1 just as America joined
the war, it would take more than a year for the
M1 to be issued to the Leathernecks.

The 1st Marine Division was deployed over-
seas in the summer of 1942 in preparation to
strike the first blow against the Japanese, the
M1903 being the ubiquitous rifle. The Marines,
both wartime and prewar, were quick to real-
ize that their weapon of choice had a major
drawback: its slow rate of fire. The Guadal-
canal campaign, which began in August 1942,
would pit the reinforced 1st Marine Division
against the Japanese Army in a struggle over
Henderson Field, the airbase seized to keep the
Japanese from completing it.

Over the course of the battle, the Marines
faced several hours-long Japanese “Banzai”
night attacks, thankfully blunted or stopped due
to the presence of the Browning M1917 .30-cal-
iber water cooled machine guns around the
perimeter. The Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR)
was also present on the squad level, but the aver-
age Marine in place along the line during such an
intensive, all out assault would have been fran-
tically operating the bolt of his rifle, praying that
the machine guns on either side of him kept func-
tioning or that the gun crew was not killed.

Patrols beyond the perimeter were fraught
with danger, especially since the M1917 was
far from being easily man portable. The arrival
of U.S. Army units on the island to reinforce
the Marines in later stages of the battle brought
more than reinforcements. The firepower at the
Army’s disposal on the individual soldier’s level
was advertised to the Marines when the 2nd
Battalion, 164th Infantry launched a counter-
attack on the far left of the 7th Marines during
the Battle of Bloody Ridge.

As Eric Hammel wrote in his book, Starva-
tion Island, “Light, medium, and heavy
machine guns, and hundreds of new Garand
rifles lashed back and forth along the shattered
lines of men emerging from the carnage of the
anti-tank fire. The Japanese never really got
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A number of 101st Airborne Division paratroopers sit aboard their Waco glider in early 1944.
These troopers carry a variety of weapons, induding the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), bazooka,

close to the Timboe’s Guardsmen, so telling
were the American defensive fires.” After that
demonstration, there was no going back for the
Marines. It was not until well into 1943 that
the M1 was on hand in sufficient numbers to
replace all M1903s, and several photos exist
showing the M1903 in use well into that year.

Further use of the M1903 was made in the
squad support role as a grenade launching rifle.
Using a special fitting clamped on the muzzle of
arifle, a finned adapter for a hand grenade, and
a special blank cartridge, a grenadier could
launch a bomb far further than he could throw
it. It took ordinance time to develop a launcher
for the M1, and even when it did the M1 was
incapable of firing semi-automatic with the
device fitted. Also, the en-bloc clip system
meant that it was far more cumbersome to load
the special blank in the M1 than the M1903,
keeping the M1903 in service longer.

Even though the M1 was popular, the M1903
could still be found in large numbers in areas
that had far lower priority. Italy and Burma were
places where the M1903 was in widespread use
well into 1944. Also, photographs exist showing
troops reaching France after D-Day with an
M1903 slung over their shoulder.

The U.S. military entered the war lacking a
dedicated sniper rifle. During World War II, the
typical solution to any lack of a sniper rifle was
to equip a standard service rifle with a com-

mercially available scope. The U.S. was no dif-
ferent in this regard. The M1, however did not
readily adapt to a scope due to the top loading
and ejection of its en-bloc clip. Also, demand
for the M1 was simply too high to warrant
sidelining significant numbers of them for mod-
ification and issue to snipers when the needs of
regular infantrymen could not be met.

The U.S. Army chose the M1903A3 as the
base platform to be used as a sniper weapon.
The sights were removed, bolt replaced with a
modified design capable of clearing a scope,
and a variation of the Weaver 330 scope
mounted atop the action. The ensemble was
designated the M1903A4 (Sniper’s). Interest-
ingly, the A3 markings were not removed from
the rifle, kept in case the rifles as they were
manufactured did not meet the standards of
accuracy required.

The A4 was not readily liked by soldiers or
the few Marines who were issued it. As could be
expected due to the nature of the build, many
were not what they could have been in terms of
both accuracy and the durability of the scope.
With the rushed nature of A3 production at
Remington decades before precise production
methods were discovered and implemented, bar-
rel quality would have most certainly varied. To
expect match grade accuracy out of such a
weapon would have been unfair to the rifle.

The scope was likely a huge complaint. The



Weaver 330 scope features a large, distracting
reticule in the middle of a very narrow tube,
and for the soldier the firing experience is some-
thing like looking through a straw. Low mag-
nification and a narrow field of view would not
have been atypical of the era, but even the Russ-
ian M91/30 sniper rifle’s PU scope has a slightly
better field of view.

Perhaps the worst feature was the lack of iron
sights. It has only been within the last couple of
decades that scope technology has reached the
point where magnified and electronic sights are
in widespread use by frontline combat troops.
The sort of durability that allows modern snipers
to work without any iron sights with confidence
did not exist. However, the M1903A4 was not
an outrageous failure, and with optics chosen for
the M1 sniper variants produced after the war
could be found in Korea and afterward.

The Marines chose a far different approach
when building their own sniper rifle. Using
M1903A1 National Match rifles or other
M1903s that showed promising accuracy, the
armorers mounted an eight power Unertl target
scope, leaving the iron sights on the rifle. Given
no official designation, the rifle was simply
referred to as the M1903A1 Unertl. The 8x
scope was, however, given several inches of free
travel to mitigate the effect recoil would have on
the fragile instrument. As a result, the scope
would have to be pulled back between each shot
for the user to get a proper view of the reticule.
The combination was not ideal but doubtlessly
more consistently accurate than the A4.

The M1903 Springfield was the last in a long
line of American shoulder arms to bear the
name of the Springfield arsenal. It held the line
during some of the darkest days of World War
II, relegated to serve in the shadow of its
replacement, the M1 Garand. In training and
on the battlefield, the Springfield served quietly
until the war ended and the remaining stocks
were sold on the civilian market. Their avail-
ability, though, did provide many a youth
growing up in the decades after World War II
with a cheap, reliable, and durable rifle for
hunting and recreation. They still show them-
selves in vintage target matches with old con-
temporaries from abroad, where men and
women, young and old vie for local bragging
rights in friendly sport. Perhaps it is a fitting
retirement for the forgotten substitute. o

Jobn Emmert is a student graduating Thomas
Edison State College with a degree in history.
Hailing from Oregon, he has taken part in a
number of high-power and vintage military rifle
competitions. John operates a small historical
blog and has finished bis first historical novel.

BB s=han. FlaE Szhan,
Voyage into History aboard the

World War Il Liberty Ship JOHN W BROWN
This six hour day cruise
features a continental
breakfast, lunch buffet, music
of the 40's, period
entertainment & flybys of
wartime aircraft (conditions
permitting). Tour museum
spaces, crew quarters, bridge
& much more. View the 140-
ton triple-expansion steam
engine as it powers the ship
e : through the water.
2014 Cruises on the Chesapeake Bay
May 24, June 14, September 6 & October 4
Gift certificates available

Tickets are $140 ea  Group rates available
To order Cruise tickets call: 410-558-0164
Ticket order forms available on our website at: www.libe
Last day to order tickets is 14 days before the cruise.
Conditions and penalties apply to cancellations
Project Liberty Ship is a Baltimore based, all volunteer, nonprofit organization

-ship.com

/WWW.LANDSER.COM\

We carry high quality German Militaria, for Re-enactors, Collectors, Historians
and En

Owr inventory has been utilized by T
All items are reproduction unl

Dealer inquires welcome.
\\'\/f

nment Indus
d Theaters.

Landser Outfitters, LLC
26741 Portola Parkway, Suite 1E411
Foothill Ranch, CA 92610

877-499-1939
salesi@landser.com

[ANDSER

OUTFITTERS

L8 A

World War Il in the Pacific and Europe

EUROPE4

IN THE IN FLAMES'

THE BATTLE OF SAIPAN

e

FEBRUARY 2014 WWII HISTORY

13



Profiles

All photos: Blaine Taylor

Hitler’s Vassal?

THE CAREER OF ADMIRAL NICHOLAS HORTHY SPANNED NOT ONLY TWO WORLD
wars, but also stretched across the decades from the age of sail to atomic-powered submarines.
He witnessed the fall of Europe’s oldest dynasties during 1917-1919, the rise of dictatorships to
replace them, and the advent and then collapse of fascism as well.

| By Blaine Taylor |

landlocked nation virtually without a fleet. A
reluctant politician who had been first a career
sailor all his life, Horthy had served as aide-de-
camp to the Dual Monarchy’s Kaiser Franz
Josef for the five years preceding the outbreak
of World War Iin 1914.

In that capacity, he rubbed shoulders with
kings, sultans, and the emperor of Germany,
and later would hobnob with Victor Emmanuel
1T of the House of Savoy, Pope Pius XII, and
the Fiihrer of the Third Reich, Adolf Hitler. It
was Hitler who dominated the last years of
Horthy’s 25-year regency, and Horthy thus has
come down to history as a mere vassal to Hitler,
but he was much more than that.

Horthy rose from being an unknown naval
cadet at Pola on the Adriatic Sea in the 1880s
to command the Austro-Hungarian fleet in
1918. He was appointed to that post by Aus-
tria’s last Emperor, Kaiser Karl I, a man whose
return to power he would thwart in 1921.
Forced to surrender his proud, undefeated ves-
sels to newly formed Yugoslavia on October
31,1918, Horthy saw his naval career give way
to one in a field he had always avoided, politics.

Within just a few months, the victor of the
Battle of Otranto would be acclaimed as the
national hero of his native land for the libera-
tion of Budapest from the communist takeover
led by Bela Kun. And as the elected regent of
Hungary, he would reside in the former royal
palace in the formidable Burgberg. Offered the
crown himself, Admiral Horthy refused it, pre-
ferring to rule instead as an elected dictator. He
was one of the few admirals in history who
came to office at the head of an army rather
than a fleet.

Caught between two powerful neighbors,
Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia, Horthy’s
Hungary threw in her lot with the Nazis against
the Bolsheviks when Hitler invaded the Soviet
Union in 1941, but was seeking a way out of
the conflict as early as the following year, con-
vinced that the Third Reich would lose the war.
Reportedly, Horthy was one of the few foreign
leaders whom Hitler respected,

His own country, Hungary, twice fell victim to Soviet revolution and foreign Resplendent in the and why not? By the time Hitler
occupation, and he lived long enough to witness the aborted Hungarian Revolt of uniform of a Hungarian was born, Horthy was already an

1956. Although he did not survive to see her free once more, this salty sailor pre-
dicted that Hungary would emerge again in his post-World War II memoirs.

He was one of only two of Adolf Hitler’s former Axis partners in Europe to sur-
vive World War II. Both Benito Mussolini of Italy and Marshal Ion Antonescu of
Romania were executed by the communists, while King Boris of Bulgaria died of

Navy admiral, Nicholas
Horthy strides with Adolf
Hitler from a platform
after a formal event.

The pragmatic Horthy

. ) X ot ) commanded respect from !
amysterious heart attack in 1943. Croatian strongman Dr. Ante Pavelic, like Admi-  [ETTHISE povsw prowssell  Hungary, and when the demobi-

Imperial Navy officer.

While Hitler was an unknown
corporal in the trenches on the
Western Front in 1917, the admi-
ral was the naval hero of Austria-

ral Horthy, escaped. latitude than other lized future Fithrer was a
Nicholas Horthy outlived them all as the deposed regent of Hungary, a former nominal heads of state struggling politician in Bavaria,
Imperial Austro-Hungarian Navy commander in chief who was head of state in a who served the Nazis. Nicholas Horthy was elected
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regent by a landslide vote of 131 out of 141
ballots cast in the parliament at Budapest.

Moreover, Hitler only traveled to countries
he occupied, while mariner Horthy had long
since sailed the oceans of the world. Thus, both
before and during World War II the crusty sailor
stood up to Hitler in a way that few Axis Pact
partners dared. In return, the Fiihrer may have
murdered the regent’s first son. He did send SS
Colonel Otto Skorzeny to kidnap the second
son, occupied Hungary with nine German divi-
sions late in 1944, and imprisoned the deposed
regent, his former ally, in a Bavarian castle.

It was there that the 78-year-old admiral nar-
rowly escaped execution by SS bullets in the
spring of 1945 when the U.S. Army liberated
the Horthy family outside Munich. Protected
from extradition on Josip Broz Tito’s demand
to stand trial in Yugoslavia for alleged war
crimes, the regent instead was saved by the
American government to testify as a witness in
both 1945 and 1948 at the war crimes trials
conducted in Nuremberg by the International
Military Tribunal.

Over the course of his rich and varied life,
Horthy had married the best dancer he ever
met, hunted tigers in Borneo, seen the
Himalayas, gotten drunk in Spanish ports, and
survived a 70-foot fall from the mast of an Aus-
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trian training ship. His life was truly an epic.

It was an unusual saga, beginning with his
birth in Hungary in 1868 to a family of landed
gentry tracing its lineage back several centuries.
Young Horthy’s dream was almost instantly to
€0 to sea as a career sailor, but it almost was not
realized because an older brother had died at
the Imperial Navy’s Academy at Pola. In 1882,
his parents reluctantly granted him permission
to seek entrance.

Years later, Horthy recalled that of 612 appli-
cants to the academy only 42 were admitted as
officer candidates, and of those only 27 were
later commissioned. The future admiral
adopted as his own lifelong slogan the motto of
the naval academy: “Above Life Stands Duty.”

As a graduated midshipman, young Horthy
was assigned to the Winter Squadron flagship
Radetzky, a frigate named after a famous Aus-
trian Army field marshal. The ships were still
powered by sails, with steam boilers hardly ever
stoked, including the armor-clad vessels. Skip-
pers who still felt more comfortable sailing thus
preferred going into harbors under sail, rather
than employing the newer steam power of a
more modern era.

The future regent graduated from sailing ves-
sels to torpedo boats and would later command
both armored cruisers and battleships as well.

Prints available signed by P-51 pilots, paratroopers & more, starting at $175!

VALBR
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Overall, his many voyages over the course of 36
years would take him to England, France,
Spain, Portugal, Turkey, Malta, Gibraltar,
Tunisia, Greece, Egypt, Somalia, Thailand,
Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand, New Cale-
donia, Italy, and the Solomon Islands, to name
but a few places.

Horthy joined the torpedo service of the
Imperial Navy, preferring it, he said, to the
other three possibilities: the desk-bound naval
staff, minelaying, and heavy surface units. Stay-
ing ever longer on sea exercises, it meant faster
and more promotions, Horthy later asserted.

Following his command of both a training
ship and the school that prepared young boys as
future naval petty officers, Horthy found himself
serving as a government translator in Vienna. He
translated the naval budget from German into
Hungarian for the joint parliamentary review in
Budapest, as provided for in the 1867 constitu-
tion between Hungary and Austria.

Shortly afterward, he met his future wife,
Magda Purgly, at a dance, and they were mar-
ried on July 21, 1901. The happy union would
endure war, revolution, overthrow, arrest, and
exile, as well as having their homes looted by
Romanians, Hungarians, and Russians.

Horthy’s rise in the Navy was swift. From
skippering a torpedo boat, he next commanded
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a destroyer flotilla, and then the battleship
Habsburg, flagship of the fleet’s Mediterranean
Squadron, before World War I. One of his col-
leagues in the Navy was another admiral, Arch-
duke Franz Ferdinand, who insisted on pro-
moting the offensive capabilities of the Imperial
Navy, not only its role as a coastal defense
force. It was he whose assassination at Sarajevo
on June 28, 1914, touched off the Balkan pow-
der keg, which soon spread to a general Euro-
pean conflict.

Horthy was twice stationed at Constantino-
ple in Turkey, where he witnessed the famous
Young Turk rising that overthrew the old sul-
tan. When Austria took advantage of the crisis
and annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Turks
responded by boycotting and seizing imported
Austrian commercial goods as well as refusing
to allow cargo to be unloaded. Since Turkey
was Austria’s main customer for exports, Hor-
thy decided to act to break the impasse.

When the nervous Austrle}n .ambassador Admiral Nicholas Horthy astride his white horse greets an approving 1hrong following the victory of his
asked What. Horthy would do if fired upon, he anti-communist Hungarian Army of Liberation, which defeated a leftist uprising led by Bela Kun in 1919.
coolly replied that he would return the fire, Horthy, already a war hero, was also elevated to the post of regent of Hungary.
even if it meant war. All went well, however,

Horthy recalled in the 1950s, as the Kurds This action as well as his reports to Viennaon  camp, a high point in his celebrated career.

declined to fight. The sailor had learned that  the Young Turks brought him to the attention Decades later, Admiral Horthy still recalled
bold, decisive action provided results, a lesson  of the aged Emperor Franz Josef, and in 1909  with awe his first meeting with the Austrian
he remembered during World War L. Horthy was named the monarch’s naval aide-de- ~ Kaiser. As a boy, Horthy heard the king-
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emperor mentioned only as a near godlike fig-
ure, but now meeting him in person in an Aus-
trian Army general’s uniform, he witnessed a
man of grace and dignity stepping forward qui-
etly to meet his new aide.

In retrospect, Horthy never forgot the regal
impression that Kaiser Franz Josef made on
him, and long afterward he recalled it as the
greatest moment of his long life.

When the world war broke, Horthy had been
promoted captain of a ship of the line and trav-
eled to Vienna to report to naval headquarters,
where the next day he was received by the
Archduke Charles, the new heir apparent to the
throne of Austria-Hungary. Asked if it would
be war or peace, Horthy accurately predicted
the outbreak of World War I, and the future
kaiser wrongly contradicted him.

At the start of the war, Horthy was named
once more to command the aging, slow, and
underarmed Habsburg, but soon was given the
just completed armored cruiser Novara. In her,
Horthy broke through the Allied naval block-
ade of the Adriatic Sea to help the submarine U-
8 escape through the Straits of Otranto, thereby
forcing the British Royal Navy to redistribute
its surface units.

When Italy entered the war in 1915 on the
side of the Allies, within hours the entire Impe-
rial Navy was steaming to attack the Italian east
coast from Venice to Brindisi. Horthy’s job was
to delay the Italian advance by interdicting the
Italian railway system along the Adriatic,
thereby giving the Austro-Hungarian forces
time to move to the border where few battal-
ions were posted, opening the road to Vienna.

The Italians, afraid of a landing at Ancona and
an assault on Rome in their armies’ rear, halted
their advance. Horthy had achieved his goal.

Commanding the Novara and the destroyer
Scharfschutze, Captain Horthy put out of action
a coastal signal station and its protecting shore
battery, which placed a few hits on one of his
ships during his first combat of the Great War.
Once, he almost succeeded in intercepting King
Peter of Serbia on an Allied destroyer, only to
discover that the ruler abandoned the projected
voyage because of seasickness.

Horthy’s next venture, through one of his
officer’s decoding skills, was more successful,
enabling his ships to sink 23 steamers and sail-
ing ships on a night raid on the port of San Gio-
vanni di Medua, an Albanian harbor occupied
by the Serbs.

The port hosted a battery of 10 guns. Hug-
ging the rugged Albanian coast until the break-
water was taken, Horthy saw a single-story
dwelling housing the sleeping gun crews. A sin-
gle salvo blew it up, thus also putting its battery
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out of action. Overjoyed, Horthy and his men
beheld a harbor full of ships that had arrived
the night before by sheer happenstance.

Had they come a day earlier, they would have
found an empty harbor; a day afterward, and
most of the cargo would have already been
unloaded. Giving the crews time to leave their
vessels, he opened fire on them.

The Central Powers began unrestricted sub-
marine warfare against the Allies on February
1, 1917, and Horthy found that the Straits of
Otranto must be forced if the submarines were
to be successful against Allied merchant vessels.
His recommendation for such a battle was
accepted by the higher command, and so the
stage was set for the Battle of Otranto of May
15,1917, to allow 32 German and 14 Austrian
submarines to escape.

Horthy’s flotilla faced a combined British-
Italian-French force. He was wounded by a
shell that exploded nearby at 10:10 aM, with
five shell splinters embedding themselves in one
of his legs. In addition, a piece of shrapnel
weighing a couple of pounds whisked Horthy’s
cap off his head. Later a piece of metal with the
singed shreds of his naval officer’s cap still
adhering to it was handed to him. Remarkably,
he did not suffer a single burn. However, he did
feel as if he had been knocked over by a blow
to the head with an axe.

Horthy continued to command the action,
however, from a stretcher placed on the
Novara’s bridge, but a direct hit put her out of
action less than a half hour later. The battle
appeared to be lost when Horthy asked a junior
officer to examine the situation with a pair of
binoculars. The startled officer proclaimed that
it seemed to him that the enemy ships were
turning tail and retreating. They had.

What had happened to give Horthy such an
unexpected victory at seemingly his moment
of bitter defeat? Aboard the leading British
cruiser, an Italian admiral thought better of
engaging the Austro-Hungarian battle cruiser
St. Georg, as it was backed up by the coastal
patrol vessel Budapest, thus opting to allow
Novara to escape.

Horthy’s three cruisers had faced one Italian
and two British cruisers along with 11 Italian
and three French destroyers. He had destroyed
23 net-trailing antisubmarine drifters, two
transports, two destroyers, and one aircraft.
He had not lost a single vessel and had opened
the straits.

The Battle of Otranto made Horthy a
national hero in Austria, leading the new 29-
year-old Kaiser Karl to name him both a rear
admiral and commander in chief of the Fleet
over the heads of many older, more senior offi-

ABOVE: Photographed during World War II,
Nicholas Horthy did his best to protect Hungar-
ian interests under the mounting pressure to
serve Hitler and the Nazi regime. BELOW:
Standing beside Hitler as the Fiihrer delivers a
stiff Nazi salute, Admiral Nicholas Horthy of
Hungary watches elements of the German
Navy pass in review in August 1938.
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cers in the final year of the war, with both
defeat and mutiny looming. Discovering one
plot by two sailors to murder the officers while
a ship was at sea, Horthy had the mutineers
hanged in sight of delegations of others from
around the fleet, but knew that this would not
prevent a general revolt.

His answer was to take the idle ships and
crews to sea for renewed action, but by late
1918 even this would not stave off an inevitable
defeat brought about by the reverses on land.
On October 26, Emperor Karl informed his ally
Kaiser Wilhelm that the dual monarchy was
dropping out of the war and would seek an
armistice with the Allies.

Kaiser Karl was convinced by Croat generals



to surrender his proud fleet to the Yugoslavians
to keep it from falling to the hated Italians.
Thus, it was Horthy’s sad duty to haul down
both his own pennant as admiral and also the
ensign of the doomed empire. On October 31,
1918, his naval career abruptly came to an end.

The next day, his flagship, the battleship
Viribus Unitis, was sunk by a mine placed on
her by two Italian frogmen. His successor as
naval commander went down with her.

Horthy and his wife lost their home at Pola
and all the belongings they had accumulated
over 17 years of marriage. This was the house
he had built in which all their children had been
born. They departed with his officers on a spe-
cial train, his career in ruins, it seemed. What
could he look forward to in Hungary, a coun-
try in the throes of revolution?

Hungary’s neighbors, the Czechs, Serbs, and
Romanians, had each taken chunks of the
country, all sanctioned by the victorious West-
ern Allies. At home, on March 21, 1919, the
domestic leftist factions united to form a Soviet-
style Republic of Hungary. The Romanians
advanced, unrestrained by France and Britain,
further into prostrate Hungary. Demands for a
counterrevolution set in, and Horthy was asked
to form a national army of liberation.

He did so, and on November 16, 1919, Hor-
thy entered Budapest on a white horse at the
head of his troops, launching a white terror that
eradicated Hungarian communism for the next
generation. Since the Austro-Hungarian
monarchy had been dissolved and Hungary still
considered herself a kingdom without a king,
the parliament voted that a regency should be
established until a monarch would once more
sit on the throne at Budapest.

Because the Allies would not allow the
restoration of the Habsburg dynasty in any
form, two former archdukes were immediately
disqualified for the post of regent.

Horthy, however, as both a non-Habsburg
and a native Magyar who was also a national
hero, filled the bill perfectly. Thus, on March 1,
1920, he was elected the first regent of Hun-
gary since 1452, a post that he asserted he nei-
ther sought nor wanted.

This was called into question, though, the
following year when the deposed Kaiser Karl
twice attempted a comeback. On the first
occasion, the ex-emperor’s former naval com-
mander held a secret meeting at the palace,
and on the second wrote him a personal letter,
begging him to leave the country to spare it
both civil war and foreign invasion. On both
occasions, the former emperor heeded Hor-
thy’s entreaties. Karl died the following year
of pneumonia at age 34 in exile on the Por-

tuguese island of Madeira.

Horthy, too, would die in exile, at age 90 in
1957 at Estoril in Portugal, but not before
recovering Hungary’s lands lost at the end of
World War I from the hands of Hitler. His first
meeting with the German Fiihrer was in 1936
at Berchtesgaden in Bavaria.

The sailor’s first impression was that Hitler
was a moderate and wise statesman, and he
later admitted that he was not the only leader
so mistaken.

By the time of Horthy’s triumphal state visit
to the Third Reich during August 24-26, 1938,
the regent found the Fithrer a changed man, vis-
ibly and audibly behaving as the master of
Europe. Hitler briefly sketched for Horthy his
design to absorb Czechoslovakia, his aim being
to smash the Czechs.

Three years later, Horthy was still Hitler’s
ally, however, as he visited Hitler’s East Pruss-
ian headquarters, from which the invasion of
the Soviet Union was being conducted. Hun-
garian troops fought at Stalingrad, but by then
Horthy realized the war was lost and was seek-
ing a way out.

Two spring meetings with Hitler at Castle
Klessheim in Austria, in both 1943 and 1944,
proved acrimonious. At the second, the Fithrer
demanded the establishment of a pro-German
protectorate in Hungary, and an angry Horthy
stormed out of the conference room, an act that
Hitler had never before encountered. He ran
after his irate guest and persuaded him to stay
on as regent.

By October 1944, Horthy had decided on an
armistice with Josef Stalin of the Soviet Union,
as well as with the West, to prevent a Soviet
invasion of Hungary. It was not to be, though,
as the German SS kidnapped his son and placed
the regent under arrest, shipping him and his
family to exile at Castle Hirschberg outside
Munich until the end of the war. Hitler ordered
Horthy’s execution, but the coming of the U.S.
Army caused his Gestapo and SS jailers to flee
in civilian clothes on May 1, 1945.

Hungary was, indeed, invaded by the Red
Army. Budapest was captured after a devastat-
ing two-month siege on February 13, 1945, and
her armies surrendered that April. As for
Regent Admiral Horthy, he went to his death
believing that this second communist yoke
would eventually be thrown off. In 1989, he
was proven correct as democracy was estab-
lished 32 years after his death. o

Towson, Maryland, freelance writer Blaine
Taylor is the author of 11 books on World War
II. His latest is Mrs. Adolf Hitler: The Eva
Braun Photograph Albums, 1912-45.
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Wartime Silver Salvage

Millions in silver pesos from the Philippine Treasury were
recovered from Caballo Bay, but much more may remain on
the sea bottom.

EARLY IN THE MORNING OF JULY 8, 1942, IN THE CALM WATERS OF CABALLO
Bay south of Corregidor Island in the Philippines, a casco, a 12-foot by 60-foot flat-bottomed
wooden diving barge, bobbed placidly in the open water 120 feet above the ocean floor. Stand-
ing on its deck was a workforce consisting of 25 men, give or take a couple, an unusual group
thrown together by war and opportunity.

By Jamie Malanowski

ating deaths the rest quit, the kempei tai’s
threats notwithstanding.

Now, rounding out the group, were six new
divers. Veterans of the crew of the USS Pigeon,
a submarine rescue ship, the men had survived
the grueling siege of Corregidor and six har-
rowing weeks in a succession of prison camps,
the last being the notoriously brutal and dis-
ease-ridden Cabanatuan, north of Manila. One
day they were assigned to the seemingly benign
Takiuti, who said he needed divers to help clear
Manila Bay of sunken vessels.

The men were happy to have been chosen,
relieved to be out of the brutal camp, delighted
to be eating reasonably well for the first time in
months, and heartened by slightly improved
hopes of escape. At the same time, the Ameri-
cans agonized over the thought that they might
be giving aid and assistance to such a hated
enemy. This was especially true if, as they sus-
pected, the task had nothing to do with sunken
ships and everything to do with sunken treasure.

Aboard the casco, Yosobe explained that, in
fact, they would be salvaging sunken cargo and
showed the divers the equipment available to
them to get the job done. It was a terribly inad-
equate array: there were several helmets, all
designed for diving in shallow water no deeper
than 30 feet; a couple dozen suits of heavy div-
ing underwear; superannuated air hoses whose
ability to withstand sea pressure and to con-
tinuously conduct oxygen to the divers far
below the surface was highly suspect; and an
ancient hand pump whose capacity to force air
on a sustaining basis to a diver at the end of a
dodgy umbilical cord 120 feet underw