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Editorial

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Frederick
and the Devil’s Brigade took Monte La
Difensa with the V-42 stiletto at the ready.

THE FIGHT AT MONTE LA DIFENSA ON DECEMBER 3, 1943, WAS SWIFT BUT
brutal as members of the First Special Service Force, a combined unit of U.S. and Canadian
soldiers under the command of American Lt. Col. Robert T. Frederick, captured the promon-
tory in the mountains of Italy. The highly trained troops had scaled the rough rock walls of the
heights during the previous night, enduring an arduous trek to the summit to take on the
German defenders.

Senior planners with the American Fifth Army had estimated that the battle would take up to
five days, but the tough soldiers of the First Special Service Force accomplished the task in only
two hours. From there, the men of the so-called Devil’s Brigade went on to secure other tactically
vital high ground during the Italian Campaign.

The exploits of the First Special Service Force were immortalized in the 1968 feature film The
Devil’s Brigade, starring William Holden and Cliff Robertson, and the unit is the forerunner of
today’s U.S. Army Special Forces. Frederick rose to the rank of major general during a military
career that spanned four decades and also commanded the 45th, 4th, and 6th Infantry Divisions
prior to retirement in 1952.

Aside from his outstanding organizational and administrative skills, Frederick proved himself
in combat, receiving the Distinguished Service Cross for gallantry in action. Among his other con-
tributions to the eventual Allied victory in World War Il was his significant influence on the design
of the combat knife that the men of the Devil’s Brigade carried into action in the Aleutians, the
Mediterranean Theater, and beyond. Manufactured by Case Cutlery, the V-42 Stiletto is an iconic
combat knife that has become symbolic of the fighting excellence of elite Special Forces in both
the United States and Canada. The knife adorns the crests of the U.S. Army’s Special Forces and
the Canadian Joint Task Force Two. Although only 3,400 were manufactured before production
ceased, the V-42 gained a reputation as a sturdy, effective weapon in close, hand-to-hand com-
bat, as well as a companion that easily took care of simple camp chores.

Itself a legendary manufacturer of high-quality knives, Case recently reintroduced the V-42
First Special Service Force Stiletto as a tribute the legacy of the fighting men who made it famous
nearly 75 years ago. Researchers evaluated several World War II-era V-42 examples and deter-
mined that there were slight variations among them. Therefore, the decision was made to base
the reproduction on the materials and the construction of the only V-42 the company owns. That
particular combat knife is on display at the Zippo/Case Museum in the company’s hometown of
Bradford, Pennsylvania.

“We’re extremely proud and honored to present a reproduction knife that is symbolic of our
military elite and the American freedom they fought, and fight every day, to protect,” commented
John Sullivan, Case director of marketing. “Case knives and the American military share a long
and distinguished history dating as far back as World War I, so we’ve taken great measure to ensure
that the V-42 reproduction model meets the highest standards and is deemed authentic by the same
brave Forcemen who carried the original into battle so many years ago.”

Meticulously true to the original, the reproduction Case V-42 is 12122 inches long with a blued
blade of chrome vanadium. Like the vintage model, its handle is leather and the guard is leather-
covered steel. The sheath is patterned after that of the World War II knife and reproduced in fine
quality as well.

Veterans of the Devil’s Brigade have been thrilled to hold the reproduction V-42 in their hands.
The impetus for the project was the continuing public appeal to the company for a true repre-
sentation of the rare but well-known combat knife that some of World War II’s most intrepid fight-
ing men wielded in battle—and ultimately in victory.

Michael E. Haskew
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Chicago Doctor Invents Affordable Hearing Aid
Outperforms Many Higher Priced Hearing Aids

Reported by J. Page

CHICAGO: A local board-certified Ear, Nose, and Throat (ENT)
physician, Dr. S. Cherukuri, has shaken up the hearing aid
industry with the invention of a medical-grade, affordable
hearing aid. This revolutionary hearing aid is designed to
help millions of people with hearing loss who cannot
afford—or do not wish to pay—the much higher cost of
traditional hearing aids.

“Perhaps the best quality-to-price ratio in the

hearing aid industry” - Dr. Babu,
Board-Certified ENT Physician

Dr. Cherukuri knew untreated hearing loss could lead to
depression, social isolation, anxiety, and symptoms consistent with
Alzheimer's disease. He didn’t know why hearing aids were
so expensive when the prices on so many consumer
electronics like TVs, DVD players, cell phones, and digital
cameras had fallen.

Since Medicare and most private insurance plans do not cover
the costs of hearing aids, which can cost between $2,000-$6,000
for a pair, many of the doctor's patients could not afford the
expense. Dr. Cherukuri’s goal was to find a solution that would
help with the most common types of hearing loss at an
affordable price, similar to the “one-size-fits-most” reading
glasses available at drug stores,

® Designed by a Board-Certified Ear, Nose, and Throat
(ENT) Doctor

¢ Doctor-Recommended, Audiologist-Tested

@ % % % % xTop Rated Hearing Aid Online
—Thousands of Satisfied Customers

® FDA-Registered
® Save Up To 90%

® Free Shipping Available

® Batteries Included! Comes Ready
To Use

® 100% Money Back Guarantee

He evaluated numerous hearing devices and sound amplifiers,
including those seen on television. Without fail, those were

found to amplify bass/low frequencies (below 1000 Hz) and

were not effective amplifying the frequencies related to the
human voice.

Inspiration from a Surprising Source
The doctor’s inspiration to defeat the powers-that-be that
kept inexpensive hearing aids out of the hands of the public
actually came from a cell phone he had just purchased. “I felt
that if someone could develop an affordable device like
an iPhone® for about $200 that could do all sorts of
things, I could create a hearing aid at a similar price.”

Affordable Hearing Aid
with Superb Performance

The high cost of hearing aids is a result of layers of middlemen
and expensive unnecessary features. Dr. Cherukuri concluded
that it would be possible to develop a medical-grade hearing aid
without sacrificing the quality of components. The result is the
MDHearingAid PRO, well under $200 each when buying a pair. It
has been declared to be the best low-cost hearing aid that
amplifies the range of sounds associated with the human
voice without overly amplifying background noise.

Tested by Leading Doctors and Audiologists
The MDHearingAid PRO has been rigorously tested by leading
ENT physicians and audiologists who have unanimously agreed
that the sound quality and output in many cases exceeds
more expensive hearing aids.

DOCTORS AND PATIENTS AGREE:
“BEST QUALITY SOUND”
“LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE”
“l have been wearing hearing aids for over 25 years and
these are the best Behind-the-Ear aids I have tried. Their
sound quality rivals that of my $3,000 custom pair of
Phonak" Xtra digital ITE.” —Gerald L.

“I have a $2,000 ReSound” Live hearing aid in my left
ear and the MDHearingAid® PRO in my right ear. I am
not able to notice a significant difference in sound
quality between the two hearing aids.”

—Dr. May, ENT physician

“They work so great, my mother says she hasn’t heard this

well in years, even with her $2,000 digital! It was so great

to see the joy on her face. She is 90 years young again.”
—AIP.

For the Lowest Price Call Today
800-873-0680
Phone Lines Open 24 Hours EVERY DAY

www.MDHearingAid.com

Use Offer Code CH25 to get
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!
FREE Shipping Available

MDHearingAid® >PRO
e — A

e TRIAL Proudly Assembled in the USA BBB. | ratiic

ACCREDITED
from Domestic & Imported Companents. BUSINESS
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Ordnance | By Michael D. Hull |

© Robert Taylor, The Military Gallery, www.militarygallery.com

and Sorpe dams in Germany’s Ruhr Valley.
The Lethal Lancaster Since before the start of World War II, Air
Ministry planners believed that the destruc-
tion of the dams, which stored water vital for

The ROY(II Air Force dePIOYEd the Avro Lancaster bomber production, would cripple Nazi Germany’s
during its strategic campaign to bomb the Third Reich. economy. The untried weapons chosen for the
operation were spherical, five-foot-long
bombs (actually mines) that contained five

tons of Torpex high explosive.
WING COMMANDER GUY P. GIBSON OF ROYAL AIR FORCE BOMBER COMMAND Developed by Dr. Barnes N. Wallis, an engi-
was handed the most challenging assignment of his six-year career in the spring of 1943. neering genius who had invented the geodetic
After winning the Distinguished Service Order with bar and the Distinguished Flying Cross by  aircraft design, the bombs were to be dropped
the age of 24, the chunky, modest son of an Indian Forest Service official took command of a unit ~ from a height of only 60 feet, skip across the
newly formed for “special duties,” No. 617 Squadron. It was destined to gain a unique niche in  surface of the water, roll down the faces of the

the history of military aviation. dams, and explode underwater. Widespread
At the sprawling Scampton Airfield near the city of Lincoln in northeastern England that  flooding and damage would result.
spring, Gibson oversaw the intense preparation of 700 handpicked pilots, bombardiers, navi- After several failures, the “bouncing bomb”

gators, and gunners for a daring and unprecedented operation—a low-level pre- had been successfully tested off the

cision raid by four-engine Avro Lancaster heavy bombers. It was code named —PGRUENILEIALEIE  southern coast of England. The
Taylor, the breaching of the

Mohne Dam is accom-
plished by pilot Dinghy
Young flying the Royal Air

Operation Chastise.

Gibson, characterized as an officer who “exerted his authority without apparent
effort,“ told the crews, “You’re here to do a special job, you’re here as a crack
squadron, you’re here to carry out a raid on Germany, which, I am told, will have

weapon was so cumbersome that
the Lancaster had to be modified
to hold it, protruding below the

Force Lancaster bomber bomb bay. Dual spotlights were

startling results. Some say it may even cut short the duration of the war.... All T can visible at lower left. also fitted to No. 617 Squadron’s

tell you is that you will have to practice low flying all day and night until you know = RIFFRETTHHRETAIAEEN  bombers. The big, robust Lan-

how to do it with your eyes shut.” O At | caster was the only aircraft suited
The targets, kept secret during the squadron’s training, were the Mohne, Eder, the distance. for the unique operation.
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World War Il

In the fall of 1944, most allied soldiers predicted that the war in guard and it developed into the largest and bloodiest battle fought
Europe would be over by Christmas. Fierce fighting was taking place by the United States in World War I.
along the German frontier at Aachen and the Hirtgen Forest and By January 25th of 1945, the ‘Bulge’ in the allied lines had been
the collapse of the German Army in the west seemed imminent. completely reduced, severely depleting Germany’s armored forces
But the German Army was still a foe to be respected and on on the Western Front, crippling their ability to resist the final Allied
the 16th of December, it launched a major counter offensive in push to the Rhine.
the heavily wooded area of the Ardennes Belgium, France, and Our newest World War |l releases focus on this time period and
Luxembourg. In the early part of the offensive, the Germans will be developed in depth to allow the collector to represent any
managed to make deep penetrations into the U.S. defenses in that of the engagements in the closing days of war in Europe on the
sector. The surprise attack caught the Allied forces completely off western front.
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o N Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 Los Gatos, California 95030
The Toy Soldier Company Tedtoy Miniatures Treefrog Treasures Hobby Bunker
Tel: (Toll Free)1-888-825-8697 Tel: 270-929-2876 Tel: 866-394-2418 Tel: 781-321-8855
www.toysoldierco.com www tedtov.com Outside U.S.: 1-507-545-2500 Fax: 781-321-8866
1301 Walnut Street www treefrogireasures.com www.hobbybunker.com
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301 248 Sandstone Drive NW 33 Exchange Street
Eyota, Minnesota 55934 Malden, Massachusetts 02148

Call and mention this ad to
recieve a FREE catalog!

For more inﬁ)mﬂtiﬂn visit

WBA1415 SR WWW.Wbrltaln.com www.facebook.com/WBritainToySoldiers




10

Imperial War Museum

ABOVE: Wing Commander Guy Gibson, leader of No. 617 Squadron which executed the daring Dambuster
Raid, climbs aboard his Lancaster bomber. This photo was taken in May 1943, and Gibson received the
Victoria Cross for his role in the raid. Gibson was killed when his plane was shot down returning from a
bombing mission on September 19, 1944. RIGHT: Water pours through the breach in the Eder Dam on the
day following the Dambuster Raid. Air crews of RAF No. 617 Squadron completed the perilous mission

aboard their Lancaster heavy bombers.

All was made ready for the mission by Sun-
day, May 16, 1943, and the weather was excel-
lent. That night, 18 Lancasters took off from
Scampton, formed up, and thundered at low
level across the North Sea and the Dutch coast.
Two planes were shot down by German anti-
aircraft fire, and two had to return to base, one
with flak damage and the other after hitting the
sea. Another bomber went down when its pilot
was blinded by searchlights.

The remaining Lancasters flew on in moon-
light through increasing enemy flak and small-
arms fire to the Ruhr dams. Gibson dropped
the first bomb on the Mohne dam and scored
a direct hit. The second plane was hit by flak
and crashed, but the third and fourth made suc-
cessful runs. The dam still held. But the fifth
bomber’s run did the trick.

As the Lancasters climbed away, Gibson
reported, the top of the dam simply “rolled
over and the water, looking like stirred porridge
in the moonlight,” cascaded into the valley
below.

The Eder dam was well hidden in a valley
and difficult to approach. One of the Lancast-
ers dropped its bomb too late, which exploded
on the parapet and took the plane with it. After
several abortive runs, two more bombers laid
their ordnance accurately and breached the
dam with spectacular results. The squadron’s
remaining bomb damaged the Sorpe dam but

WWII HISTORY DECEMBER 2015

failed to cause a breach.

Eight bombers were lost in the operation, and
54 crewmen lost their lives. The cost was high,
but the raid gave a major boost to Allied morale.
Gibson was awarded the Victoria Cross, Britain’s
highest medal for valor, and 33 other members
of the squadron were also decorated.

The devastation and widespread flooding
inflicted by the raid killed 1,300 civilians, left
thousands homeless, damaged 50 bridges, and
briefly halted production in the Ruhr. But,
because only two of the dams had been
breached, the impact was less severe than
planned. The dams were repaired by October
1943.

The operation, nevertheless, was remem-
bered as the most celebrated Allied bomber
mission of the war. The official Bomber Com-
mand history called it “the most precise bomb-
ing attack ever delivered and a feat of arms
which has never been excelled.”

The Avro Lancaster was a remarkable plane.
From 1942 onward it was the primary British
bomber in the Allied aerial offensive against
Germany. Sturdy, versatile, and ideally suited
for mass production, it had the RAF’s lowest
heavy bomber loss rate and was used exten-
sively in high- and low-level day and night
raids. Its payload exceeded that of the U.S.
Army Air Forces’ Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress
and Consolidated B-24 Liberator, and it could

carry the heaviest bombs, from 4,000-pounders
up to the 12,000-ton “Tallboy” and the
22,000-ton “Grand Slam.”

Many experts termed the “Lanc” the most
effective bomber of the war. Aviation historian
Owen Thetford called it “perhaps the most
famous and certainly the most successful heavy
bomber used by the Royal Air Force in the Sec-
ond World War.” Historian William Green said
that a great plane must have “a touch of genius
which transcends the good” and “the luck to be
in the right place at the right time.” He added,
“It must have above-average flying qualities:
reliability, ruggedness, fighting ability, and
skilled crews. All these things the Lancaster had
in good measure.”

Yet the bomber was conceived almost by
accident, developed as a result of the failure of
its predecessor, the twin-engine Avro Man-
chester. The Lancaster story began in 1936,

Bundesarchiv Bild 183-C0212-0043-012; Photo: Unknown

when the standard RAF night bomber was the
ungainly, soon obsolete Handley Page Heyford,
a twin-engine biplane, and when Bomber Com-
mand possessed only one squadron of Hendon
monoplane bombers. The Air Ministry drew
up specifications for a twin-engine heavy
bomber that September, and Sir Edwin A.V.
Roe, an aircraft design pioneer, proposed a
design that was powered by two “new and
unorthodox” Vulture liquid-cooled engines.
Named the Manchester, it made its maiden
flight from Manchester Ringway Airfield in
July 1939, became operational in November
1940, and first saw action on February 24-25,
1941, when it flew a night raid against the
French port of Brest. Replacing the twin-engine
Handley Page Hampden, the Manchester car-
ried a heavy payload, mounted eight machine
guns, and had a maximum range of 1,630
miles, yet it was “one of the RAF’s great disap-
pointments,” said Thetford. Its engine proved
unreliable, and it racked up the highest loss rate
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LEFT: The Lancaster played a significant role in the repatriation of British prisoners of war after World War Il ended. In this photo a group of former POWs walk
toward the Lancaster that will carry them home to Britain. RIGHT: The Lancaster carried a heavier payload than either the American B-17 Flying Fortress or B-24
Liberator. This Lancaster of No. 467 Squadron, Royal Australian Air Force, is being loaded with bombs prior to a mission.

of all RAF bombers in the war, so it was
removed from combat service in June 1942.

But Roe’s design team, headed by brilliant
Roy Chadwick, still believed that, with
improvements, the Manchester could become
an effective bomber. So, four 1,460-horsepower
Rolls-Royce Merlin engines were installed on
the basic airframe, and the Lancaster was born.
Piloted by Captain H.A. “Sam” Brown, the
prototype made its maiden flight on January 9,
1941, from Woodford, Northamptonshire. It
tested successfully, assembly line work was
started immediately, and the first production
bomber flew on October 31, 1941. Wing Com-
mander Roderick Learoyd’s No. 44 (Rhodesia)
Squadron at Waddington, Lincolnshire,
received a welcome Christmas present that
December 24 when three of the first opera-
tional Lancasters arrived to replace its obsolete
Hampdens.

The massive, mid-wing Lancaster had a twin
tail and four characteristic power turrets (nose,
tail, dorsal, and ventral), all mounting twin
.303-caliber machine guns except the tail posi-
tion, which had four .303s. The ventral turret
was soon removed. A spacious bomb bay
enabled the plane to accommodate a minimum
14,000-ton payload, outperforming such other
Bomber Command “heavies” as the Short Stir-
ling and the workhorse Handley Page Halifax.

Manned by a crew of seven, the Lancaster
was comparatively easy to fly, maintain, and
repair. It had a maximum speed of 287 miles an
hour, a range of 1,660 miles, and a ceiling of
24,500 feet. Most of the aircraft were fitted
with an H2S radar “can,” protruding beneath
the after fuselage. A few mounted .50-caliber
machine guns, some had bulged bay doors in
order to carry the Tallboy and Grand Slam
bombs, and others were powered by Packard-
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Imperial War Museum

Sitting in the confines of the Fraser Nash FN50
machine gun turret, a crewman prepares his twin
guns for action. The Lancaster was well armed but
still vulnerable to German antiaircraft fire and
marauding fighters.

built Merlin or Bristol Hercules radial engines.

Unlike most combat planes built in large
numbers, the Lancaster was little changed dur-
ing the war. Major design modifications proved
unnecessary. A total of 7,377 of the bombers
were eventually produced, including 430 built
in Canada. The Lancaster became the domi-
nant aircraft of RAF Bomber Command and
the mainstay of its regular night raids over
Nazi-occupied Europe and Germany. By Janu-
ary 1942, there were 256 Lancasters out of 882
heavies in Bomber Command, and a year later
there were 652 Lancasters out of 1,093
bombers. The “Lanc” was loved by its crews.

The first Lancaster operation carried out was
on March 3, 1942, when four bombers of No.
44 Squadron laid mines in Heligoland Bight,
off northwestern Germany. They took off from
Waddington at 6:15 pm and returned safely five
hours later. Seven days later, on the 10th, Lan-
casters made their first night raid. Two from
No. 44 Squadron joined a 126-strong bomber
force in a mission to the Krupp munitions cen-
ter in Essen. Each of the Lancasters carried

5,000 pounds of incendiaries.

That month, 54 planes were delivered to the
first three Lancaster squadrons. More rolled off
the assembly lines, and further bombardment
groups were formed, beginning a grueling
three-year series of raids to the heart of the
Third Reich as the spearhead of Bomber Com-
mand. The RAF’s night raids were comple-
mented increasingly by the daylight missions of
U.S. Eighth Air Force B-17 and B-24 bomber
groups, and Germany was being bombed
around the clock. Although the British had
abandoned daytime sorties as being too costly,

Two months later, Lancasters made headlines
taking part in one of the most famous air oper-
ations of the war, the first of Air Marshal Har-
ris’s 1,000-bomber raids.

Almost 900 bombers, including 73 Lancast-
ers, reached Cologne on the night of May 30-
31, 1942, and dropped 1,500 tons of bombs,
two thirds of them incendiaries. Six hundred
acres of the historic Rhine city were burned and
leveled, and a month’s worth of production
destroyed. The raid was a victory for the RAF,
but it was also a showpiece that could not be
easily replicated. Nevertheless, the mission dra-
matically exhibited the power and potential of
Bomber Command, lifted British morale,
encouraged the hard-pressed Russians, and
impressed the Americans.

Through the summer and autumn of 1942,
Lancasters were increasingly deployed in
Bomber Command operations, with occasional
detachments for coastal patrol and antishipping
duties. On July 17, a Lancaster from No. 61
Squadron sank a U-boat. Besides minelaying
sorties and attacks on Hamburg, Stuttgart,
Mannheim, Duisburg, and Munich in the lat-
ter months of the year, the RAF heavies headed
for targets in Italy, focusing on Turin, Milan,
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The City of Lincoln, Avro Lancaster B | PA474, has been operated by the Royal Air Force’s Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight since 1973. The vintage bomber’s paint scheme is regularly changed to represent those of

famous Lancasters from World War I1.

and Genoa.

The year 1943 began with a number of
smaller raids, but on the night of January 16-
17, Bomber Command visited Berlin for the
first time in more than a year with 190 Lan-
casters and 11 Halifaxes. Only one Lancaster of
No. 61 Squadron was lost. The raid was
repeated the following night, however, with
170 Lancasters and 17 Halifaxes, and 22
bombers failed to return.

The bombers were given a higher level of
accuracy, meanwhile, through such extensive
scientific developments as the “Gee” radio-
beam navigation system, the “Oboe” blind-
bombing device, ground-scanning radar, and
“Window,” strips of aluminum foil dropped in
quantity to cause confusion on enemy radar
sets. A major boon to Bomber Command oper-
ations was the Pathfinder Force, set up in
August 1942 and headed by forceful Group
Captain Donald Bennett.

Through the late summer and closing months
of 1943, meanwhile, Bomber Command
launched a series of punishing raids on enemy
targets. On the night of August 17-18, the mis-
sile production site at Peenemunde on the Baltic
coast was hit by 595 bombers, including 324
Lancasters, causing the Germans’ V-2 rocket
program to be put back at least three months.
Dusseldorf, Cologne, Mannheim, and other
cities were hammered again, and the German
capital came in for special punishment at the
end of the year.

A campaign known as the Battle of Berlin
opened on the night of November 18-19, 1943,
when an all-Lancaster force of 440 planes, sup-
plemented by four Mosquitoes, attacked the
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city. British losses soon mounted. Cloud cover
grounded enemy fighters, but intense flak
downed nine Lancasters. A simultaneous raid
on Mannheim by Halifaxes, Stirlings, and 24
Lancasters resulted in the loss of 23 bombers,
including two Lancasters. Another 28 of the
Avro bombers went down during a mission on
November 26-27, and 14 more crashed in Eng-
land because of bad weather.

A Berlin mission on December 16-17 was
even more costly. Twenty-five Lancasters were
lost during the attack, and 29 were destroyed
on return to their bases. From November 18,
1943, to March 31, 1944, Berlin was assaulted
16 times by Bomber Command. Lancasters
flew a total of 156,308 sorties during the war,
dropping 608,612 tons of high-explosive
bombs and 51,513,106 incendiaries. Aircraft
losses in operational and training crashes
totaled 3,349.

The Lancaster squadrons were kept busy
before and after the Allied armies landed in
Normandy on June 6, 1944. They attacked
enemy coastal batteries and other key targets
behind the beaches, demolished a key railway
tunnel at Saumur, extensively damaged U-boat
and E-boat pens and river bridges in Le Havre,
raided V-1 rocket launching sites, and bombed
the German port of Stettin, causing heavy dam-
age and sinking five ships. By August 1944, the
RAPF’s Lancaster force was at peak strength
with 42 operational squadrons, including four
Canadian, two Australian, and one Polish.

As the Allied armies hammered their way
toward the River Rhine frontier in the early
months of 1945, the Lancaster force’s 56
squadrons flew both day and night raids in and

outside Germany. Rail lines, tunnels, and
viaducts received special attention with the
Biclefeld viaduct demolished on March 14 in
the first operational use of the 22,000-pound
Grand Slam bomb. The Lancasters also blasted
coastal batteries in the Frisian Islands.

On the night of February 13-14, less than
three months before the German surrender,
Lancasters played a leading role in Operation
Thunderclap, one of the most successful and
controversial combat missions of the war. Led
by nine Mosquito pathfinders and flying in two
waves, 796 bombers unloaded 2,700 tons of
high-explosive and incendiary bombs on Dres-
den, the medieval capital of Saxony and an
important manufacturing center and commu-
nications hub. Fanned by strong winds, a
firestorm devastated large areas of the city
before 300 U.S. Eighth Air Force B-17s arrived
to disrupt recovery efforts on February 14-15
and March 2. The total death toll was esti-
mated at between 30,000 and 60,000.

In the final weeks before the German sur-
render was signed on May 7, 19435, the versa-
tile Lancasters embarked on missions of a dif-
ferent kind, laden with food instead of bombs.
During Operation Manna in April-May,
bombers from Nos. 1, 3, and 8 Groups flew
2,835 sorties to drop 6,684 tons of rations to
the starving people of western Holland. Large
areas were still under German control, but the
local Wehrmacht commander agreed to a
truce and no action was taken against the
British planes. The Americans joined the oper-
ation, with 400 B-17 runs dropping 800 tons
of food in the first three days of May. Lan-
casters later took part in another humanitar-
ian effort, Operation Exodus, during which
Nos. 1, 5, 6, and 8 Groups flew home 74,178
British prisoners of war.

After the war, Lancasters succeeded B-24 Lib-
erators in reconnaissance duties for RAF
Coastal Command. Built by Armstrong Whit-
worth, the last Lancaster was delivered to the
RAF in February 1946. Lancasters served in the
RAF until December 1953 and were officially
withdrawn in a ceremony at St. Mawgan,
Cornwall, on October 15, 1956.

The bombers continued to serve in Canada
and Argentina, and with the French Navy and
the Egyptian, Swedish, and Soviet Air Forces.
The Lancaster’s proud heritage is kept alive at
annual air shows by the meticulously preserved
City of Lincoln, showpiece of the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight.

Michael D. Hull is a frequent contributor
to WWII History. He resides in Enfield,
Connecticut.
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The Flying Tiger from
Dallas

American Volunteer Group pilot Charlie
Bond fought the Japanese in the skies
above China.

ON MAY 4, 1942, AMERICAN VOLUNTEER GROUP (AVG) PILOTS CHARLIE BOND
and Bob Little were in the alert area at Paoshan, China, a small grass aerodrome just north of
Burma. The Japanese were not far away; after rampaging through Burma they had crossed into
China just three days earlier.

Bond had already been in the air that morning, chasing two high-flying Japanese recon airplanes
that he could not catch. He and Little were cleaning their side arms, relaxing a bit, when along
came AVG First Squadron Leader Bob Neale to spoil it. Neale was shouting, “Take off! Take off!”

Charlie hopped in his cockpit, started his engine, and looked up to see a formation of 25 Japan-
ese bombers heading right for the airfield. He sat there a moment, hand on the throttle, hesitat-
ing. His takeoff would put him on an intersecting path with dropping bombs.

“Hell, T can make it!” he said to himself. He rammed the throttle forward, racing to get in the
air and away from the airfield before the bombs fell. In a maximum power climb, he finally got
buckled into his parachute. He looked around. He was alone! None of the other Curtiss P-40 Tom-
ahawk fighters had gotten in the air.

The bombers bypassed the airfield to drop their bombs on the city and made a long turn back
to the south. There was no fighter escort to be seen, but Charlie picked up the second wave of
bombers, another 25 in one big V formation at 18,000 feet. These were the ones he would go after.

Bond climbed 1,000 feet above them then dropped into a diving left turn toward the bomber
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at the end of the long right leg of the V. His first
burst completely enveloped the bomber’s fuse-
lage but produced no fire, no smoke. Suddenly,
the next two bombers in the V started stream-
ing bluish white smoke, pretending to be
wounded. The AVG pilots had been briefed
about this trick, but this was the first time Bond
had seen it. He ignored them and made another
attack on his original target. On his third
attack, the bomber’s engine disintegrated into
a flaming torch. The bomber slowed, fell out of
line, and dropped into its final dive.

Charlie attacked the next bomber on the end
of the V—and his guns quit. He had run out of
ammunition. He made a 180-degree diving turn
back to base feeling disappointed. He did a
slow roll over the airfield then flew over the city
to see what the bombers had done. On his land-
ing approach, he dropped his flaps and pushed
on the lever for the landing gear.

Suddenly, he heard loud explosions inside the
P-40! He swiveled around. There they were!
Three Japanese Zeros “firing like mad” from
behind his plane. The explosions were their
rounds piercing the fuselage fuel tank behind
the cockpit and striking the armor plate behind
his seat. The fuel tank exploded. Flames

ABOVE: Pilot Charlie Bond, a veteran with the
Flying Tigers, is often credited with the idea of
painting the engine cowls of the group’s aircraft
with shark mouths. TOP LEFT: Their Curtiss P-
40 Tomahawk fighter planes painted with the
familiar and intimidating shark mouths, mem-
bers of the American Volunteer Group (AVG),
better known as the Flying Tigers, rush to their
planes after receiving word of an incoming
Japanese air strike.
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Photographed in China in 1942, group of American Vi
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olunteer Group airmen exudes confidence. Shown on

the front row left to right are: Charlie Bond, G.L. Paxton, P. Wright, “Scarsdale Jack” Newkirk, D.L. Hill, J.G.
Bright, E.S. Conant. Back row: Robert “Buster” Keeton, Frank Lawlor, FE.I. Ricketts, R.F. Layher, Henry M.

Geselbracht, T.A. Jones, F. Schiel.

whipped through the back of the cockpit and
up around Charlie’s legs. He had to shut his
eyes against the flames encircling him, but he
got the canopy back, pulled the nose up, and
rolled the P-40 over. The air stream pulled him
out of the cockpit. He was tumbling when he
pulled the ripcord.

He landed in a Chinese cemetery a mile and
a half from the airfield. His head was bleeding,
his hands blistering; his face, neck, and shoul-
ders were scorched.

The first Chinese to appear carried a big rock
hidden behind his back. Charlie had to pan-
tomime to convince the Chinese guy that he
was friendly. The man led him to a nearby hut
where the AVG’s Doc Richards would later find
him. He was flown back to Kunming to be
cared for in the AVG dispensary, where he
remained for the next 16 days.

By that stage of the war, Charlie Bond had
seen a good deal of combat. He was with the
last group of AVG pilots to reach Rangoon on
November 12, 1941. They went by train to the
AVG airfield at Toungoo in central Burma that
same day and found themselves enrolled in
General Claire Chennault’s “kindergarten,”
where the “Old Man” taught them everything
he knew about fighting the Japanese. Chen-
nault had observed the Japanese Air Force in
action over China since mid-1937.

On November 16, Bond made his first flight
in a P-40. He did loops, rolls, and Immelmann
turns—not bad for a bomber pilot. He had
trained as a pursuit pilot in the Boeing P-12
biplane, but upon graduation from advanced

WWII HISTORY DECEMBER 2015

flight training in January 1939 he was assigned
to the 2nd Bomb group, which had America’s
entire inventory of 14 Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress heavy bombers. He participated as a
copilot in the bomber highlight of that era, a
show-the-flag flight across South America to
Brazil. A first lieutenant named Curtis E.
LeMay was the planner and chief navigator for
the six-plane flight. In June 1941, Bond was
ferrying bombers to Canada when a friend
called to tell him about an opportunity to get
back into fighters—an outfit in China called the
American Volunteer Group was looking for
pilots. Bond saw his chance to get combat expe-
rience that would secure him a regular com-
mission and, most importantly, earn fast money
to buy his parents a home.

Bond made his mark on the AVG’s history in
his first weeks in Burma. At the local Baptist
mission, he picked up a section of a British
newspaper. On the front page was a picture of
an Australian P-40, its lower nose around the
air scoop painted brightly to resemble the wide
open mouth of a snarling tiger shark.

Bond discussed it with his squadron mates
and then with Chennault. The Old Man liked
the idea and suggested the shark mouth be
painted on all the AVG P-40s. In the end, Bond
had to share credit for giving the tigers their
teeth with 1st Squadron colleague Erik Shilling.
At about the same time that Bond saw the
photo, Shilling was looking at a magazine
photo of another toothy airplane, this one a
German Dornier bomber in the Western Desert.
Shilling painted the teeth on his P-40 and

showed it to Chennault. It was a case of great
AVG minds thinking alike.

On the morning of December 8, 1941, Bond
woke to find himself “right in the middle of one
hell of a big war!” Pearl Harbor had been hit,
and Manila, and the Japanese were moving into
neighboring Thailand.

On December 18, the AVG 1st and 2nd
Squadrons moved to Kunming, China, while
the 3rd Squadron joined the British Royal Air
Force (RAF) in the defense of Rangoon. Two
days after arriving in Kunming, Bond partici-
pated in the wild melee that resulted when the
1st Squadron met 10 unescorted Japanese
bombers just southeast of the city. The Japan-
ese were on they way to bomb Kunming but
turned back when they encountered Jack
Newkirk’s 2nd Squadron flight over the city.

Sixteen 1st Squadron P-40s were scrambled
and headed south. Two 2nd Squadron flights of
four aircraft each were sent up but stayed close
to Kunming city. The 1st Squadron leveled off
at 20,000 feet. They were about 30 miles south-
east of Kunming when they sighted the tight
formation of 10 Japanese raiders. As the AVG
closed to 1,000 feet above the Japanese, the
bombers lowered their dustbin rear gunners;
the AVG pilots charged their guns, turned on
gun sights and gun switches, then rolled and
started down.

Bond eased his target into his gun sight ring,
squeezed the trigger on the stick, and nothing
happened. In his excitement, Bond had
“checked his gun switch so many times that he
had turned it off.” He was closing fast on the
bomber and had to break off violently.

Bond climbed and turned for a second attack,
all guns blazing, and watched his tracers punc-
ture the bomber’s fuselage. He broke off at the
last second and went after the main formation,
attacking again and again—on one pass almost
colliding with fellow pilot Bill Bartling. Two
hundred miles from Kunming and low on fuel,
the P-40s tuned back. Days later the Chinese
confirmed six of the 10 bombers destroyed.

On January 1, 1942 the AVG 2nd Squadron
replaced the 3rd in Rangoon. The Japanese
were pushing deeper into Burma, and the
British Army retreated before them. On Janu-
ary 23, the Japanese turned from daylight
bombing to heavy night attacks on Rangoon.
The number of available P-40s in Rangoon was
down to 10. Chennault sent 12 1st Squadron P-
40s to Rangoon on January 235 to reinforce the
2nd Squadron. Charlie Bond was among them.

Bond’s first action over Rangoon came on
January 29 when eight P-40s dove into a
swarming beehive of at least 35 Japanese Type
96 fighters. Bond missed his first two targets,
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and the fight turned into a few P-40s and a lot
of Japanese twisting, turning, diving, and
maneuvering to get into position. He fired a
burst into one enemy fighter. It dove into a
cloud, and Bond waited until it emerged. He
watched the tracers from all six guns tear into
the cockpit and engine, and the Type 96 went
down flaming.

With Japanese bombers coming by night, the
pace of combat slowed, and it was February 6
before Bond encountered the enemy again.
That morning, six P-40s and two British
Hawker Hurricanes tangled with 35 Japanese
fighters. Bond caught a Type 97 “Nate” at 500
yards with all six guns. He was sure that pilot’s
career had ended but was too busy to confirm
it and later claimed it as probable. Then, with
only one gun working he joined Bob Neale and
together they fought a lone Type 97 for more
than five minutes. Neale finally bagged it after
it got on Bond’s tail in a dive. The next day, 1st
Squadron Leader Sandy Sandell was killed in a
crash while testing repairs to his P-40, and
Neale became the new squadron commander.
Gregory Boyington was the new vice comman-
der and Bond the squadron operations officer.

For Bond, February 25 began with an early
scramble in fog so dense that the AVG pilots
could not see halfway down the strip and were
taking off directly at each other. The Brewster
Buffalo fighters took off from one end of the
runway, the Hurricanes from the other. The
AVG scrambled from another runway that
intersected the RAF runway. The 1st Squadron
took off in one direction while the 2nd
Squadron came down the same runway but in
the opposite direction. Bond’s flight saw no
action that morning as a result of this scramble.

Early that same afternoon, Bond escorted
Blenheim bombers to Moulmein but met no
enemy aircraft. That afternoon, 11 P-40s and
eight Hurricanes scrambled against 40 Japan-
ese fighters and 12 bombers. Bond’s first attack
was head-on at a fighter that he quickly set on
fire. His second attack, again head-on, resulted
in another Japanese fighter going down in
flames—two in less than three minutes. Several
more quick passes, and a Type 97 suddenly
appeared right in front of him, but his guns
jammed! He recharged his guns and joined
John Blackburn to go after a flight of three Type
97s.

Bond caught one at the top of a climbing
turn, but when he fired his .50-caliber guns
stopped again. The Japanese fighter was
already in a spin, and Bond was sure he was
done but claimed him only as a probable. The
other two were credited as confirmed kills. It
was the best day yet for the AVG. In various
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Curtiss P-40 fighter planes of the former American
Volunteer Group take wing in the skies over China.
After the United States entered the war, the AVG
became a component of the U.S. Fourteenth Air Force.

actions, AVG pilots at Rangoon were credited
with 25 Japanese aircraft confirmed destroyed
and eight probably destroyed. The British Hur-
ricanes got an additional six. There was one
AVG loss, pilot Ed Liebolt, who did not return
from his flight. Bond’s personal score was six
destroyed, two probably destroyed, and others
damaged.

Rangoon fell on March 6, 1942, and the
enemy headed north, threatening India and
China. The AVG evacuated its remaining P-40s
to the RAF base at Magwe in central Burma.
From there, the AVG and what remained of the
RAF mounted raids against Burmese airfields
now in the hands of the Japanese. On March
21, the Japanese struck back. Three waves of
twin-engine bombers, dozens in each wave,
pounded Magwe. When the bombers finished,
Japanese fighters came down to work over the
airfield with machine guns. Most of the RAF’s
remaining Hurricanes and almost all its
Blenheim bombers were destroyed. Two AVG
personnel were killed, and all AVG P-40s at the
field were hit. The Japanese returned the next
day to finish the job, and the evacuation of
Magwe began.

At his headquarters in Kunming, Chennault
watched the situation evolve. Early on March
22, he called a meeting with the two AVG
squadron leaders then in Kunming, Bob Neale
of the 1st and Jack Newkirk of the 2nd
Squadron, and laid out a plan. The airfield at
Chiang Mai in northern Thailand was one of
the bases for the aircraft that attacked Magwe.

With surprise, the AVG could catch the Japan-
ese on the ground. Chiang Mai was more than
150 miles inside Japanese-controlled territory,
beyond the range of the P-40s, and the AVG
would not be expected.

The P-40s would fly from Kunming to Loi-
wing, China, refuel, and then fly on to a small
airstrip at Nam Sang in Burma, within easy
range of Chiang Mai. The pilots would
overnight there and strike Chiang Mai early the
next morning. Chennault chose a secondary
target, Lampang, 45 miles southeast of Chiang
Mai, where the Japanese reportedly based
heavy bombers. Neale would be in overall com-
mand of the mission and lead six P-40s to Chi-
ang Mai. Newkirk would take four P-40s to
Lampang, strike the airfield there, then rejoin
Neale’s flight at Chiang Mai.

The pilots chosen for this mission were
among the AVG’s best. “Scarsdale Jack”
Newkirk was made an American hero by the
press coverage of his actions during the defense
of Rangoon, credited with seven victories by
the AVG and 25 by the New York Times. In his
flight were Frank L. Lawlor, Henry M. Gesel-
bracht, and Robert B. “Buster” Keeton. Bob
Neale, with 12 victories, was the AVG’s top-
scoring ace. In his flight was another AVG dou-
ble ace, William “Black Mac” McGarry, with
10 victories. The other pilots were Charlie
Bond, Bill Bartling, Edward F. Rector—all AVG
aces—and Gregory Boyington, who would win
fame later as “Pappy,” commander of the U.S.
Marine “Black Sheep,” credited with 28 victo-
ries and awarded the Medal of Honor.

The night before, Neale reviewed details of
the mission. Takeoff would be at 5:45 am. All
10 aircraft would rendezvous over the field at
10,000 feet, and Neale would lead both flights
to Chiang Mai. There Newkirk would break
off and take his flight to Lampang. For the
main attack on the Chiang Mai airfield, Neale
would lead four aircraft down to strafe while
two flew top cover.

It was still dark when the P-40s took off.
Neale was the first off at 5:55, and Charlie
Bond was a minute behind. Boyington was
next, and then Bartling, who had never flown
at night. Rector and McGarry, who were to fly
top cover, took off after the other four.
Newkirk’s flight was to take off right behind.

There was no moon. It was pitch black out-
side their cockpits. The pilots could see nothing
but the glow of their own exhaust stacks.
Neale’s flight of six aircraft stayed at 10,000
feet over Nam Sang and circled, waiting for
Newkirk and his flight. After 20 minutes, Neale
decided that a rendezvous was not going to
happen. He turned his flight to a heading of
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150 degrees, a direct line to Chiang Mai.

The sun was starting to light the sky. Charlie
Bond was the only one to have flown in this
area before, on a recon flight over Chiang Mai
on December 13, 1941. Neale was navigating,
but Bond followed the flight on his map and
tried to make out landmarks in the haze below.
He finally recognized the deep gorge of the Sal-
ween River as they passed over it. Knowing
where to place himself on the map, he was able
to determine his ground speed and could cal-
culate how much time it would take the flight
to reach Chiang Mai. They would be over their
target at 7:12.

Radio silence was essential, and Bond edged
up closer on Neale, waggled his wings, and
pulled ahead. Neale understood that Bond
knew where the target was. He dropped back
and let Bond take the lead.

Bond started a gradual descent. There was
not much he could see. At 4,000 feet he made
out the outline of the airport, a square shape
3,000 to 4,000 feet per side. Seconds later he
saw the airplanes. At 1,000 feet, Bond fired a
long burst from his guns—to be sure they
would fire—and so everyone behind knew that
this was it. Ahead was their target, one of the
biggest concentrations of Japanese warplanes
in Southeast Asia.

What Bond could not yet see was all the
activity below. Newkirk’s flight had reached
Chiang Mai minutes earlier. While Neale’s six
P-40s circled over Nam Sang waiting for him,
Newkirk formed up his flight right after take-
off, climbed to 6,000 feet, and headed directly
for Chiang Mai. Newkirk approached the city
along its eastern side, and as Bond notes in his
diary: “For some reason or other, while flying
down to attack Lampang, they decided to strafe
the Chiang Mai Railroad Station.” That alerted
the Japanese and, although Bond could not see
it, Japanese pilots were manning their aircraft
and the antiaircraft gun crews were already in
place.

Bond’s dive carried him from south to north
across the eastern side of the airfield, over a line
of aircraft parked closely together. He opened
fire, concentrating on one big group. Then he
was past them and switched his fire toward sev-
eral other single-engine aircraft that he thought
were light bombers or modern fighters like the
new Mitsubishi Zero.

Neal was right behind Bond, firing on the
same row of aircraft on the east side of the field.
Greg Boyington was next over the line. Bartling
was the last and had a good view of what was
happening. “All four of us strafing a very
closely packed line of fighters with three twin-

engined ships in the center. At the end of our
first pass of our four planes I could see a fire
which had all three transports in it.”

Bartling counted three additional fires. He
also saw Japanese pilots sitting in their cock-
pits and their airplanes’ “props turning up ...
and quite a few men laying [sic] flat in front of
the planes.” At the end of his pass, Bartling
climbed steeply to 500 feet where he flipped his
P-40 around in a wingover that brought him
back over the line of aircraft he had just strafed.

Pulling away from his first pass, Bond made
a low turn to the left. Just then he saw the only
friendly aircraft he would see during the entire
action, another P-40 pulling away to his left in
a climbing turn. It was Bartling, starting his
wingover.

Aware of ground fire, Bond stayed low in a
wide turn that brought him sweeping back
across the airfield—from west to east this
time—over a line of closely parked Type 97
fighters. He saw propellers turning and pilots
jumping out of their cockpits and running for
cover. Bond strafed the line, porpoising his air-
plane up and down as he tried to line up his
machine guns and hit each airplane in line.
Past the end of the row of Type 97s he turned
to the right. He counted three fires on the air-
field now as a huge one engulfed the three
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transports.

BFrom where he was flying top cover at
5,000 feet, Ed Rector watched the first attack
by the four P-40s unfold. He saw the fires erupt
below. “Three planes were burning in one big
fire,” he wrote. “AA and MG [machine-gun]
nests had opened fire by now, and I counted at
least five MG posts around the field throwing
tracers at the four strafing planes. AA shells
were bursting in ever increasing numbers on
mine and McGarry’s level, so I began flying a
zig-zag course as some were bursting uncom-
fortably close.”

Neale became aware of enemy fire early. He
wrote that he stayed at low altitude and made
his turns sharp to evade ground fire. At the end
of his third pass he found the ground fire so
heavy that he rolled his wings to signal the three
other P-40s to break off the attack. Then he
turned away from the airfield and flew to a
point five miles to the southwest. He circled
there at 5,000 feet and waited for the others to
rendezvous. Eventually Boyington joined up
with him there.

Bond was the last to break off the attack.
After his second pass over the line of Type 97s,
he made a third pass from northwest to south-
east concentrating his fire on single targets in
the southwest area of the airfield. At the end of

A ground crewman waves as a Consollduted B-24 llberuior heavy bomber takes off from an airfield in Chlnu
while Curtiss P-40 fighters of the American Volunteer Group sit armed and ready for action.

that pass, he saw antiaircraft bursts at 1,000 to
2,000 feet at the southwest end of the field. He
made a low left turn and started a fourth pass
back down the same line of targets he had just
strafed.

As he flew past the edge of the airfield, Bond
turned sharply to the right and was about to
start on his fifth pass when he looked up and
saw three P-40s. He had been lucky to get away

Continued on page 81
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Top secret | By Chuck Lyons |

National Archives

The Shadowy Secret Of

it to do so.

The POWSs were simply running out of room
MIS -X One of the most obscure of American to hide things.

. . R . Though the exact number is in dispute,
mtelllgence orgumzutlons durmg World according to some estimates as many as 130,000

War ", MIS-X pluyed a vital role in Uidmg U.S. troops were captured and became prisoners

the escape of American POWS dllI'lIlg World War 11, with almost 94,000 of

them held by the Germans and 27,000 by the

Japanese. Germany also interred 4,700 Ameri-

DURINGWORLDWAR II, ONE AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE UNITWAS SO SECRET IT  can civilians, while Japan imprisoned 14,000.

was known only by its post office box number, 1142. Although it was located only 11 milesdown ~ Almost 11 percent of the American POWs,
the Potomac from Washington, D.C., in a complex surrounded by multi-alarmed fences, most 14,072 to be exact, died in captivity.

members of Congress and even the American military leadership knew nothing of its existence. Another sizable group escaped or at least
Known officially as MIS-X (Military Intelligence Service-X), the unit was created in October  tried to escape, and by the end of the war 737
1942. 1t fought the war on what has been called “the barbed wire front.” of these men had successfully slipped out of

The unit sent aid packages to POW camps, but those packages also included carefully secreted ~ German POW camps and avoided recapture.
compasses and tissue paper maps hidden in the handles of shaving razors and hair brushes, card-  The number of attempted escapes that resulted
board checkerboards that could be steamed apart to reveal documents layered inside them, radio  in recapture is unknown but is certainly many
parts hidden in baseballs and in cribbage boards, pens in pipe stems, and other items all intended ~ times greater than the number of successful
for a single purpose—aiding in the escape and avoiding the recapture of American ones, and MIS-X aided in almost
prisoners of war. American prisoners of war IR ETNYEtvRn N ES

MIS-X also contacted American manufacturers and, without telling them exactly ~[RGEECEHLIRLEL Eg Interestingly, much of the work
what they were doing or why, recruited them to assist by producing such things as LU R done to aid these men had begun
“peel open” playing cards in which small maps and other documents could be hid- the Bulge trudge toward a - SENINNIGNIY

den. The Gillette Razor Company, for example, joined in by magnetizing its dou- ;:i:::::‘:n:“;‘:)fg::; Britain entered the war in 1939,

ble-edged razor blades in such a way that, when balanced on a piece of string, the 1944. By the fime this and in June 1940 some 50,000
“G” in Gillette pointed due north, creating a handy compass. A Connecticut com-  |[ENHSTSWRSTRSITITS'@N  British troops were captured fight-
pany manufactured and hid even smaller compasses in the buttons it manufactured ~PERIETS ORI g in rearguard actions at the Bat-
for U.S. military uniforms. e LY. tle of Dunkirk. Sir Gerald W.R.

At one point in 1944, MIS-X was sending out 120 parcels a day to German POW victory in World War II. Templer, then an acting lieutenant
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colonel in military intelligence, suggested that
some provision should be made to make the
men’s confinement more comfortable and at the
same time aid them with any escape plans they
might have. He also suggested that some train-
ing should be provided to all His Majesty’s
troops on how to act if captured. British officials
at the time were aware that a generation earlier
during World War I a large number of British
prisoners had escaped from German POW
camps without any outside assistance.

What could be done to help with escapes dur-
ing the current war?

Based on Templer’s suggestion, the British
created MI-9 (Military Intelligence, Section 9),
which first provided training for soldiers in the
event that they were captured and then
expanded to include aiding with escapes. When
the United States entered the war in late 1941,
the British willingly shared with U.S. Intelli-
gence what capture and escape information
they had gathered and developed.

MIS-X was established as a result of this
sharing of information.

Meanwhile, the United States was also in the
process of establishing a center to detain and
interrogate enemy POWSs who were suspected
of possessing vital military information. That
center was to be located at an abandoned Civil

War and World War I military post known as
Fort Hunt, 11 miles south of Washington on
the Potomac River. The area had once been
farmed by George Washington when he resided
at his nearby Mount Vernon estate and was at
the time World War II began in use as a local
picnic area.

Beginning in April 1942, buildings were
erected on the site, and the facility was staffed
with some 400 military personnel, many of
them well educated, fluent in European lan-
guages, and familiar with Europe and its cus-
toms. A number of them were Jewish. Most
were the last to receive their assignments at the
end of basic training. Usually they were told to
proceed to Washington and wait at a particu-
lar intersection, where they were then picked
up and taken to the super-secret Fort Hunt.

Local residents of the Fort Hunt neighbor-
hood were of course aware of military activity
in the area and watched as buses with blacked-
out windows passed back and forth, but they
were kept unaware of the camp’s true purpose.
The idea was put about that it was just another
POW camp, one of many that were blossoming
throughout the country at the time.

In October 1942, another unit was tucked
into the camp, a unit so secret even the post
commander, who of course knew of its exis-
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tence, was unaware of its actual purpose.

That unit was MIS-X. Over the years of its
existence Fort Hunt also housed units that stud-
ied captured enemy documents, publications,
and images, and served as a facility for Opera-
tion Paperclip, the effort to bring captured Ger-
man scientists to the United States, including
Werner von Braun, who would gain fame for
his work on the U.S. space program.

MIS-X consisted of five subsections dealing
with the interrogation of successful escapees
about any military information they may have
picked up and on what had worked and what
had not worked in their escapes. Its work also
involved correspondence with POWs, deter-
mining camp locations, training and briefing,
and technical matters, while areas were in
charge of secreting objects in aid packages,
developing miniature cameras, and the like.
MIS-X had also been given the responsibility
of instructing air crews on what to do if shot
down in enemy territory, how to act if captured,
and how to escape. Further, the unit prepared
and distributed escape kits and carried on
coded correspondence with POWs.

It was immediately decided that training
should be given to all military personnel des-
tined for combat areas. They were made to
understand that if captured it was their duty to

Jramed or unframeq,



be an “irritant constantly occupying and dis-
tracting [their] captors through escape efforts
[and] striving through any means possible to
relay information to [their] comrades.”

The POW was not to be a passive victim, but
was in fact to consider himself still an active
combatant.

“The POW was to think of barbed wire as
his new front,” wrote Lloyd R. Shoemaker,
who was an MIS-X operative during the war
and wrote about the unit in 1990.

By November 1942, MIS-X was operating
and had begun delivering escape and evasion
instructions. Those instructions included require-
ments that servicemen wear heavy shoes in case
they had to walk long distances, that they carry
escape kits containing such things as mirrors,
bandages, fish hooks and line, a tiny compass,
and tissue paper maps of known POW camps,
that they not carry anything on their persons—
such as personal letters—that could identify their
unit’s location, and that they were to seek out
and aid an escape organization existing in any
camp to which they were sent.

An escape manual was also produced that
detailed such things as how to avoid capture,
how to resist interrogation, favored European
escape routes, and the like. Among the “salient
factors” the escapee needed to make a success-

U.S. Air Force

One example of the ingenuity of MIS-X is this x-ray of a cribbage gume board revealing radio components
hidden inside by agency operatives. POWs in German camps were able to assemble working radios from these
and other parts hidden in everyday items.

ful escape, the manual sensibly listed “luck,”
“good feet,” and “common sense.”

Although training and instruction could be
given beforehand, many of the MIS-X escape
aids could not. They were of no value if they
did not arrive at the camps to which they were
sent. Likewise, MIS-X needed to know whether
they actually arrived at their destination. Fur-
ther, the POW’s in the camps needed to know
which items had been sent and where they were
hidden.

To solve these problems, a simple letter code
was developed. If a POW writing home were to
date his letter, for example, March 13, 1943,
that would be an indication there was no coded

message involved. Dating it 3/13/43, however,
would indicate there was such a coded message.
Clerks working with the government censor-
ship office scanned all incoming mail from
POW camps and separated any that came from
known “Code Users” or “CUs” as they were
called. Those letters were then routed to Fort
Hunt, where they were steamed open, decoded,
and recorded. They would then be closed again,
slipped back into the normal flow of mail, and
continue on their way to parents, girlfriends,
brothers, and sisters without the recipients
being aware the correspondence had ever been
opened and read.

As the training of men to serve as briefers in
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National Archives

After escaping from captivity in Germany, two American soldiers are questioned by an officer. Such interroga-
tions were valuable in helping MIS-X determine the best ways to assist prisoners and to evaluate their ongo-
ing covert operations.

escape and evasion tactics progressed, one or
two men were selected from each battalion and
were trained in the letter code. If captured, it
was their job to remain in contact with the U.S.
military through the regular mails using the
new code. These men were so carefully selected,
Shoemaker wrote, “that not one ever broke
security. Amazingly, MIS-X personnel had been
able to maintain greater secrecy that those asso-
ciated with the atomic bomb project.”

By the end of the war, some 7,724 men had
been taught the code. None were ever uncov-
ered, and the fact that such a code system was
in use was never discovered by the enemy.
Through these men, the U.S. military was able
to keep in regular contact with virtually every
German POW camp.

That correspondence also allowed POWs to
send back what knowledge they had gained
that could aid in the war effort.

By 1943, for example, MIS-X received coded
information from an air officers’ camp some
eight miles south of Berlin. The coded message
read: “Fort emerge forward hatch not working
right. Many can’t get out.” The message alerted
the Army Air Forces that the forward hatch on
the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress bomber was
malfunctioning and preventing evacuation of the
plane in emergencies. Within 24 hours repairs
had begun throughout the air service. Another
message was forwarded to all camps in France
warning escapees to avoid the city of Tours,
which had heavily policed checkpoints. Another
warned of a fake Red Cross inspector who was
trying to solicit information from prisoners.
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By then parcels had begun to roll into the
European camps, but not without some set-
backs. Some were humorous, like the operative
who was accused of being a hoarder and had a
tomato thrown at him when he emptied a Col-
lege Park, Maryland, grocery of canned fruit
for aid packages. Others were more serious,
such as the MIS-X operative who was actually
detained by the FBI and accused of being a Ger-
man spy after he tried to buy several identical
cameras in a Baltimore store.

But on the whole things went well.

Rather than use Red Cross parcels for its
shipments, which would have imperiled the
nature of the Red Cross’s work, MIS-X created
fictional agencies, groups such as the War Pris-
oners Benefit Foundation and Servicemen’s
Relief. Three types of packages were sent
through each of these agencies: food parcels
containing such things as the canned fruit pur-
chased in College Park but no escape aids,
clothing, and recreational parcels. It was in the
last two kinds of parcels that the escape aids,
maps, documents, compasses, civilian clothing,
wire cutters, German cash, radio parts, and
small cameras, even German uniforms and Ger-
man-lettered typewriters, were secreted.

In one instance, a camp requested a hand-
operated printing press complete with type, ink,
and paper, while another asked for “small cal-
iber guns and ammo for close sniping.”

In mid-1944, with the Normandy invasion,
the number of U.S. troops taken prisoner
spiked. About that same time, Hitler issued his
well-known order that created “Death Zones”

around munitions, armament, and experimen-
tal plants in Europe. His order mandated that
any escapee captured in these zones would be
immediately executed.

In the face of this order, MIS-X informed
prisoners that they were no longer expected to
escape.

By late October 1944, MIS-X had suspended
sending parcels to Europe altogether after being
told the Pentagon expected the European war
to be over by Christmas. In addition, as Allied
troops began closing in on Berlin, German
roads and railways were reduced to shambles,
making the shipments of parcels almost impos-
sible. At Fort Hunt, activity ground to a near
halt with some time being given to aiding
POWs in Japanese camps.

The Japanese, however, were much stricter
about the number of parcels allowed in their
camps. In addition, General Douglas
McArthur, the Pacific Theater commander,
allowed intelligence operations in his area only
if they were under his command, which inter-
fered greatly with the work of MIS-X. The unit
did little more than design and issue escape kits
for those serving in the Pacific.

With little to do, the MIS-X staff then spent
days worrying about the POWs they had been
aiding and had grown to know over the previ-
ous two years.

On May 8, 1945, the war in Europe ended.
Almost immediately escape committee mem-
bers from the various liberated POW camps
were cleared in France and flown to Washing-
ton for debriefing.

On August 14, the war in the Pacific ended.
Six days later, MIS-X received an order to
“burn all your records” and artifacts within the
next 24 hours. It took 36 hours.

In that time, MIS-X staff worked over three
30-gallon military trash cans, wadding and burn-
ing paper records, breaking up doctored game
pieces and game boards, and cutting radio wires
into small pieces. Unaltered games, blankets,
razors, and clothing were donated to Walter
Reed Army Hospital. The Salvation Army was
called to remove all remaining food items.

“And with that,” Shoemaker wrote, “MIS-X
was shut down.”

Currently, the U.S. National Park Service is
conducting an oral history project about MIS-
X and its activities at Fort Hunt. The project
is also interested in obtaining copies of papers,
letters, photographs, and artifacts connected
with MIS-X.

Author Chuck Lyons has contributed to WWII
History on a variety of topics. He resides in
Rochester, New York.



DOCTOR’S MEMORY BREAKTHROUGH

ADVERTISEMENT

New Discovery
for People with
Failing Memory

World's Leading Brain Expert and Winner of the
Prestigious Kennedy Award, Unveils Exciting
News For the Scattered, Unfocused and Forgetful

By Steven Wuzubia
Health Correspondent:

Clearwater, Florida: Dr. Meir Shinitzky, Ph.D., is a

former visiting professor at Duke University, recipient of

the prestigious J.F. Kennedy Prize and author of more
than 200 international scientific papers on human body
cells. But now he's come up with what the medical
world considers his greatest accomplishment — A vital
compound. so powerful, it’s reported to repair... even
regrow damaged brain cells. In layman’s terms — Bring
back your memory power. And leave you feeling more
focused and clear-headed than you have in years!

Dr. Shinitsky explains this phenomenon in simple
terms: “Science has shown when your brain nutrient
levels drop, you can start to experience memory problems
and overall mental fatigue. Your ability to concentrate
and stay focused becomes compromised. And gradually,

a “mental fog” sets in. It can damage every aspect of

your life”. Not only do brain cells die but they become
dysfunctional as if they begin to fade away as we age.
This affects our ability to have mental clarity and focus
and impacts our ability to remember things that were
easy for us to do in our 20%s and 30's,

Scientists think the biggest cause of brain deterioration
in older people is the decreased functioning of membranes
and molecules that surround the brain cells. These really
are the transmitters that connect the tissues or the brain cells
to one another that help us with our sharp memory, clear
thinking and mental focus, even our powers to reason well.
“When we are in our 20°s™ according to Dr. Shinitzky “our
body produces key substances like phosphatidylserine and
phosphatidic acid”...unfortunately they are believed to
be critical essential nutrients that just fade away with age,
much like our memories often do leading to further mental
deterioration.

As we get older it becomes more frustrating as there
is little comfort when you forget names... misplace
your keys...or just feel “a little confused”. And even
though your foggy memory gets laughed off as just
another “senior moment,” it’s not very funny when it
keeps happening to you.

The Missing Link
is Found and Tested

It’s hard to pronounce that’s for sure, but it certainly
appears from the astounding clinical research that this
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one vital nutrient phosphatidylserine (PS) can really
make a huge difference in our mental wellness. 17
different double blind studies with placebo controlled

groups have been involved in the clinical research of
PS with patients between the ages of 55-80 years of

age. Periodically the researchers gave these patients
memory and cognitive tests and the results were
simply amazing:
1) PS patients outperformed placebo patients
in All 5 Tests - 100% Success Rate
2) After only 45 days there was a measurable
improvement in mental function
3) After 90 days, there was an impressive and
amazing improvement in mental function
The group taking phosphatidylserine, not only
enjoyed sharper memory, but listen to this... they
were also more upbeat and remarkably more happy.
In contrast, the moods of the individuals who took
the placebo (starch pill), remained unaffected....no
mental or mood improvement at all.

My Memory
Started to Scare Me.

I would forget all kinds of things
and something that I just said earlier
in the day would have completely
slipped my mind. 1 almost forgot my
granddaughter’s birthday and that would have been
horrible. T had forgotten lots of other little things
along the way. [ was worried about it.

Over the last several months I've noticed my
memory seemed to be getting pretty unreliable and
so I thought I'd better do something about it now. So
when I read about this amazing PS nutrient and how
much it would help me with my memory I wanted
to try it

It's great! I have actual recall now, which is super.
After about 6 weeks of taking it on a daily basis is
when I began to notice that I wasn't forgetting things
anymore.

Thanks to PS for giving me my memory back. It's
given me a lot more self-confidence and self-esteem.
I would not trust my memory without it.

- Ethel Macagnoney

Dr. Meir Shinitzky, Ph.D. a former visiting
professor at Duke University and a recipient
of the prestigious J.F. Kennedy Prize

Vital Nutrient
Reverses “Scatter Brain”

This incredible PS nutrient feeds your brain the
vital nutrient it needs to stay healthy... PS now has
the attention of some of the world’s most prominent
brain experts. It has been written up and published in
leading science and medical journals and its findings
have electrified the International scientific community.

Earth-Shaking Science

Published, clinical reports show replenishing your
body’s natural supply of Phosphatidylserine, not only
helps sharpen your memory and concentration — but
also helps “perk you up™ and put you in a better mood.
PS as it turns out also helps to reduce everyday stress and
elevate your mood by lowering your body’s production
of the hormone cortisol. When cortisol levels are too
high for too long you experience fatigue, bad moods and
weakness. This drug-free brain-boosting formula enters
your bloodstream fast (in as little as thirty minutes).

Officially Reviewed by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration: Lipogen PS Plus is the ONLY Health
Supplement that has a “Qualified Health Claim for
both Cognitive Dysfunction and Dementia™.

Special Opportunity
For Our Readers

We've made arrangements with the distributor of this
proprietary blend of PS, which combines with several
other proven special brain boosting natural ingredients
to give you the mental clarity and memory gain that you
need, to give you a Risk-Free trial supply. This is a special
“Readers Only Discount™, This trial is 100% risk-free.

It's a terrific deal. If Lipogen PS Plus doesn’t help
you think better, remember more... and improve your
mind, clarity and mood — you won’t pay a penny!
(Except S&H).

But you must act fast. Your order can only be
guaranteed if it comes in within the next 7-days. After
that, supplies could run out. And your order may not
be fulfilled until they are replenished.

So don’t wait. Now you can join the thousands
of people who think better, remember more — and
enjoy clear, “fog-free” memory. Call today, toll-free
at 1-800-789-8589. Think of it as making a “wake-up
call” to your brain.
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National Archives

The Princess and the
Pows The American airmen Princess Ecaterina

Caradja saved from the Germans called her
the “Angel of Ploesti.”

LIEUTENANT RICHARD BRITT, NAVIGATOR ABOARD A CONSOLIDATED B-24
Liberator bomber named Chattanooga Choo Choo, woke up to find himself trapped in the wreckage.

“I was still in the plane,” he wrote 45 years later, “with two oxygen bottles in my lap. My left
foot caught in the bomb bay wreckage, my right leg folded under me, and the Plexiglas dome of
the top turret over my head. I felt no pain, but was unable to think clearly.”

Britt called out for his pilot and copilot but got no answer and then noticed someone else lying
nearby, but the face was turned away so he could not make out who it was. He turned his head
and looked up through the top turret and saw faces staring back at him, talking

| By Duane Schultz |

It wasn’t a raid, it was a full-scale battle.”

Military intelligence briefers had assured the
men that Ploesti was only lightly defended; they
were wrong. In 1943, Ploesti was one of the
most heavily defended sites in the European
Theater. The planners predicted that the mis-
sion would do the most damage by flying the
big, slow B-24s at treetop level. However, this
left the aircraft at the mercy of the German anti-
aircraft guns, some of which were situated
above the planes as they flew down a valley.

Flying so low meant that the crews of those
planes damaged over the target could not bail
out but were forced to ride their burning planes
into the ground. Many of the planes turned into
flying coffins before crashing. The sacrifices
were horrific, exploding fuel tanks, shrapnel
tearing into limbs, bodies incinerated as pilots
held their course through sheets of flames left
by the previous waves of aircraft.

The five bomb groups became separated
when the leading ones flew at a faster speed
than those behind and then took a wrong turn
before they reached the target. As a result, some
of the refineries were not hit at all and even
those that were damaged were back in opera-
tion within weeks.

Of the 177 B-24s that took off that morning
from their base in Benghazi, North Africa, only
93 made it back by the end of the day. Some 60
of those had so much battle damage that they
never flew again. A few others got as far as
Turkey or Cyprus, and three crashed into the
sea. All the others, like Chattanooga Choo
Choo, went down in Romania. The human
losses were staggering. Of the 1,726 crew mem-
bers, 532 were killed, captured, or listed as
missing in action. In addition, 440 of those who
made it back to Benghazi were wounded, some
so badly that they never returned to duty.

Richard Britt was among the lucky ones. It
took four hours for the Romanian rescuers,
encouraged by the English-speaking woman, to
free him from the wreckage using knives, saws,
axes, and stones. Britt’s body was covered in blis-
ters from burns by then, caused by gasoline drip-
ping on him, and he was obviously in great pain.
But then he met the woman

fast in a language he did not understand. He could not make sense of the confu- CUEAERTIERULUEN  who saved him—and so many

sion but suddenly heard a voice call to him in English. He saw the face of a mid-
dle-aged woman.

“Are you American?” she asked. When he said he was, she answered, “We’ll
have you out of there in a jiffy.”

It was August 1, 1943, the day of the first massive Allied air raid on the oil fields
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by flak over the Romanian
oil refinery operations at
Ploesti, a B-24 Liberator

begins to spiral earthward.

Princess Ecaterina Caradja

. 3 i ) ] X helped numerous downed
of Ploesti, Romania, a major source of oil and gas for the Nazi war machine. The Allied airmen to evade had been abducted at age three

mission itself was a fiasco, almost a suicide run. Colonel John R. “Killer” Kane, who e g R . 3 by her father, a titled nobleman,
flew that day, called it “the worst catastrophe in the history of the Army Air Corps. of the Axis. who was involved in a financial

others. She was Princess Ecate-
rina Caradja, a 50-year-old aris-
tocrat who was having lunch on
her 1,000-acre estate a mile from
where Britt’s aircraft crashed. She
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