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Editorial

Rediscoveries of World War II shipwrecks
bring history to life for this generation.

PAUL ALLEN, CO-FOUNDER OF MICROSOFT CORPORATION, CONTINUES TO
deliver on his most recent investment of time and money. His expeditions aboard the Research
Vessel (R/V) Petrel have yielded startling rediscoveries and ghostly images of the U.S. Navy’s
heroic sacrifices during battles with the Imperial Japanese Navy during World War IL.

“We do these missions as a testament to the brave souls who served on these ships,” Robert
Kraft, director of subsea operations for R/V Petrel, recently commented to the Associated Press.
“Each ship has a story that touches families and friends of those who perished or survived. It’s
gratifying to hear those stories each time we announce a new discovery.”

On March 23 of this year, Allen’s team located the wreckage of the St. Louis-class light cruiser
USS Helena, sunk by three Japanese torpedoes at the Battle of Kula Gulf on July 6, 1943, during
the fight for control of the Solomon Islands in the South Pacific. The hulk of Helena was found
about a half mile underwater in New Georgia Sound, sitting upright on the sea floor. Identified
by her hull number of 50 emblazoned near the bow, Helena was present at Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, during the Japanese attack that plunged the United States into World War II.
A total of 732 of its 900-sailor complement survived the ordeal, rescued by U.S. destroyers. How-
ever, many of them were adrift for several hours before they were spotted by search planes. More
than 160 drifted into hostile waters and came ashore on the Japanese-held island of Vella Lavella.
They avoided capture and were rescued 10 days after the sinking.

Janet Greenlee, speaking on behalf of Allen’s company, Vulcan Inc., told the Associated Press
that the searches for historic ships are conducted to “bring the history back into a relevant con-
versation. He [Allen] wants to honor those that have served and are serving.” She further related
that the saga of Helena is incredible. “One of the remarkable stories, not just about the crew and
the ship’s service, is the tenacity of the crew after the sinking and being separated. It really does
sound like a movie script.”

Allen’s winning streak was capped with the location of the Helena wreck. On March 4 and 18,
respectively, his team located the wreck of the aircraft carrier USS Lexington and the Atlanta-
class light cruiser USS Juneau. Lexington was sunk by Japanese aircraft during the Battle of the
Coral Sea in May 1942. One of the Navy’s earliest carriers, she was found about 500 miles off
the coast of Australia, and 11 of the 35 aircraft aboard were also located. More than 200 sailors
died with the sinking of Lexington, but her aircraft played a major role in first U.S. strategic
naval victory of the war in the Pacific.

Juneau was sunk by a torpedo fired from the Japanese submarine I-26 during the Naval Battle
of Guadalcanal on November 13, 1942. Already damaged, she broke in two and sank in only 20
seconds. Many sailors were left in the water, drifting for up to eight days and dying from exposure
to the harsh elements or from attacks by marauding sharks. Among the dead were the five Sullivan
brothers of Waterloo, lowa, who were serving aboard the ship. A total of 687 sailors from Juneau
perished.

In July 2017, Allen’s team located the wreck of the Portland-class heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis
in approximately 18,000 feet of water in the Philippine Sea. The Japanese submarine I-58 torpe-
doed the cruiser as it returned from the island of Tinian in the Marianas after delivering compo-
nents for the atomic bomb. The mission of Indianapolis was top secret, and its loss was not
reported for some time. Of its 1,196 sailors, only 317 survived the sinking and an epic, five-day
ordeal on the open sea, ravaged by exposure, lack of water, and relentless shark attacks. The
sinking of Indianapolis remains the single deadliest action of its kind in U.S. Navy history.

Allen and his colleagues have done us all a service.

Michael E. Haskew
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years, it formed the basis of the country’s initial
armor doctrine. Its sole purpose was the close
support of the infantry, breaking down barbed-
wire obstacles and cleaning out machine-gun
nests so that foot soldiers could advance. A con-
centration of tanks was not envisioned; they
were parceled out to the infantry to be used as
circumstances warranted.

As more Fiat 3000s became available, the
first tank unit in the Italian service, the com-
pany-size Reparto Carri Armati (Tank Detach-
ment), was expanded in 1927 into the Reggi-
mento Carri Armati, or Tank Regiment. It
comprised five companies, each containing 20
Fiat 3000s and 100 men.

During the early 1920s, Italian armor doc-
trine was evolving although not straying far
from its roots as an infantry-support weapon.
Colonel Enrico Maltese, chief of the Tank
Detachment, formulated the early ideas about
the proper use of tanks. While still advocating
that they be firmly tethered to the slow-mov-
ing infantry, Maltese recommended in 1924
that the army develop self-propelled artillery
and suggested the use of tanks of different
sizes—heavy, medium, and light—for different
combat missions.

Between 1925 and 1928, Maltese wrote sev-
eral treatises about the use of tanks as scouts
for the cavalry, antitank defenses, and the use

° ° of tanks in the initial phases of an attack. What
I nfe r 1 o r It al 1 an Ar mo r was absent from his commentaries was any
mention of tank-versus-tank combat. The con-
stricted nature of the Italian terrain and the
Italian tanks and armored vehides proved to be of poor ~ infeny-arillery mindsset that army leaders
X . T maintained after World War I made it highly
quality during World War I, a deficiency that courageous  unlikely that the Italian general staff would
crews and sound tactical doctrine could not overcome. consider offensive, mobile warfare. It was not
until the 1930s that the passive attitudes began
to change with the advent of Italy’s new and

ALTHOUGH ITALY, LIKE ALL COMBATANTS, SUFFERED FROM THE BRUTAL aggressive territorial ambitions.
effects of trench warfare during World War I, the nation refrained from using tanks during the In 1933 Benito Mussolini, Italy’s Fascist dic-
conflict. The mountainous terrain that dominated the front along which Italy and the Austro-  tator, declared that his nation was going to
Hungarian Empire fought was unsuited for the employment of such heavy vehicles. Nevertheless, become “a warrior state” and forge an army to
the use of the new military innovation on the Western Front did not go unnoticed by the Italian  reconstitute and maintain a new Roman
Army. Empire encompassing the Mediterranean, the

From September 1916 through the end of the war, Captain (later Major) Alfredo Bennicelli, an ~ Balkans, and northeastern Africa. Il Duce
Italian officer serving in France, kept his government informed of the use of tanks needed an army that could go on

by British and French allies, thus fueling an interest in the new weapon within the [LLCHECLLILLLLN  the offensive with tank forces and
fought February 9, 1941,

was a disaster for the Ital-
ian forces in Libya. In this
image surrendering Italian

deliver speedy and decisive victo-
ries, but he had an army high

Italian general staff. At Bennicelli’s urging, the Italian Army ordered a number of
Schneider and Renault FT17 tanks from France to explore the possibility of forming
its own armored force. The result was Italy’s first experimental tank unit, the command that was not confident
Reparto Speciale Dimarcia Carri d’Assalto, or Special Detachment of Assault Cars, troops stream toward their in the merits of motorization and
created in the summer of 1918 from 60 French tanks. Soon after, the Italians began British captors while mechanization. This reluctance
manufacturing their own Renault FT17, known as the Fiat 3000. smoke billows from the would retard the growth of a

Entering service in 1921, the Fiat 3000 had a weight of 5.5 tons and a speed of charred hulks of their viable armor doctrine and devel-
15 mph, and it carried two machine guns. As the only Italian tank built for many destroyed tanks. opment of the weapons needed to

WWIIHISTORY AUGUST 2018



P-51D /Wodfom;: Accent .L)W

Metal flex arm lets you
adjust positioning

o

~—— LIGHTS
P!

A /}( f I| \I\\\\

Lights in body and
wings illuminate
the surface below

\ Retro-style
toggle switch

Its iconic shape looks
handsome lit or unlit

Plane shown smaller than actual size of 16" W x 133" L. Requires 2 “AA” batteries. ©2018 BGE 01-25861-001 BIL

The instrument of American air superiority in WWII, the P-51D Mustang is one of the
era’s most iconic and formidable planes. Striking fear into the heart of the Luflwaffe, :
the P-51D escorted thousands of Allied bombers that pummeled the German war
machine, Now, this beloved war plane inspires an all-new treasure of home décor, |
displaying its famed shape in hand-crafted detail.

The P-51D Mustang Accent Lamp proudly sports a 16-inch, bronze patina
wingspan as it floats on a metal flex arm for adjustability. This lamp illuminates from |
within via long-lasting LED lights that accentuate its iconic shape. Lights in the wings

» RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW ;

BRADFORD EXCIHANGIE
<HOME DECOR-
9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES. rie e the P-51D Mustang Accent Lamp for
me as described in this announcement
Limit: one per order.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

\ Address

and body shine down on the mahogany-finished base bearing the plane’s designation. |

An old-fashioned toggle switch controls illumination. :

Peak demand is expected, so act now to acquire it in four convenient install-

City

+ State

ments of $32.49 for a total of $129.99*, backed by our 365-day money-back guaran- |
tee. Don’t wait to order—return the Reservation Application promptly!

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

www.bradfordexchange.com/P51lamp

E-mail (optional)
01-25861-001-E57491



10

ullstein bild/The Granger Collection, New York

implement it.

Throughout the 1930s, senior army leaders
debated the worth of motorization for the
army. When it was finally adopted, the doc-
trine was applied only to the moving of men,
supplies, and equipment prior to battle, not
to using transport assets in actual combat. The
Italian high command deferred any final judg-
ment on mechanization and battlefield mobile
operations. There were, however, some for-
ward-thinking officers who stressed the need
for an aggressive armor doctrine. One such
person was Colonel Sebastino Visconti Prasca,
who in 1934 published La Guerra Decisiva, a
study calling for armored units, aided by
artillery and airpower, to break the enemy’s
front and allow friendly infantry and cavalry
to pour through the newly created gap.

An instrument to achieve the desired mobile
battlefield results as envisioned by Prasca was
still lacking. In 1933 the main Italian armored
vehicle was the Carro Veloce CV33, or Fast
Tank, later renamed the Carro Armato L3/33,
which went into production in 1931. A version
of the 1929 British Carden Lloyd Mark V tank,
the L3/33t weighed three tons, was powered by
a petrol engine, and could attain a top speed of
9 mph. Its two-man crew operated two Fiat
6.5mm machine guns fitted in the front of the
hull. The 13.5mm riveted armor plating at the
front and rear was complemented by side
armor of 8.5mm and 6mm armor on the top
and undercarriage. It could travel up to 90
miles without refueling.

Cheap to build, the design allowed for large
numbers to be manufactured and put into ser-

WWIIHISTORY AUGUST 2018

Library of Congress
vice quickly, along with experimental variants
such as the flamethrower and bridge layer. In
1935 it was upgraded to the CV35 (later the
Carro Armato L3/35) with two hull-mounted
Breda 8mm machineguns and more armor plat-
ing. The upgrade, powered by a Fiat-Spa CV3
four-cylinder diesel, liquid-cooled 43 hp engine.
had a cross-country speed of 26 mph. Essen-
tially tankettes, both CV series proved vulner-
able to close-quarters combat and enemy
artillery, antitank weapons, and tanks.
Participation in the Spanish Civil War in
1936-1937 convinced Italian authorities that a
better tank had to be developed, but a number
of major problems stood in the way. First, more
than 1,800 L3 types had been built since 1931.
The vast number and low cost of the model
made the government reluctant to move to
another tank type. Second, Italy’s industrial
base lacked raw materials such as iron, oil, and
steel, making the country too weak to sustain
the manufacture and support of large numbers
of armored fighting vehicles. At their peak,
Italy’s leading tank producers, the automobile
manufacturer Fiat and Ansaldo (a shipbuilding

LEFT: The armor pro-
tection of Italian tanks
was often inferior to
that of their Allied
opponents. Tankers
advancing near the
railroad whistle stop
of El Alamein on the
Egyptian frontier in the
autumn of 1942 have
augmented the armor
of these M13/40

tanks with piles of
sandbags.

BELOW: During fight-
ing in Manchuria in
1932, Japanese forces
captured this Italian
Fiat 3000 tank. The
tank had been pur-
chased and placed in
the service of a Chi-
nese warlord.

company), could produce no more than 150
tanks a month. Furthermore, much of the
nation’s war-making resources went to the
more-favored navy or the air force, a Fascist
Party creation. The army got what was left.

Regardless of the problems, it was apparent
to Rome that a new and more powerful tank
was needed. Such a new machine had been in
the works for a few years—the M11/39. It was
built to be a breakthrough tank in support of
attacking infantry and to become the mainstay
of the two existing Italian armor brigades. In
reality an upgraded L3, it was 11 tons in weight
and had a rear-installed Fiat SPA 8T V-8 liquid
43hp cooled diesel engine that allowed it to
travel 21mph with a range of 124 miles. Armed
with one low-velocity 37mm Vickers-Terni can-
non placed in the right front hull and two Breda
Model 38 machine guns, it was shielded by
30mm of riveted plate armor.

Sporting a high profile and standing seven
feet, four inches high, the M11 was easily spot-
ted and so poorly protected that it was easy
prey for any Allied tank and antitank weapon
it faced. Like the L3 it had no radio, had a poor
suspension system, and was mechanically unre-
liable. The M11 did not enter service until
1939, and it was quickly understood that the
M11 would serve only as an interim tank until
a more powerful weapon could be developed.

With new, more potent armored fighting vehi-
cles expected in the late 1930s, Italian armor
doctrine continued to mature. In 1938 General
Eduardo Quarra, former commander of the
Tank Regiment, urged the use of tanks en masse
with artillery and infantry support to both break
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Early Italian tanks such as these L3/33 Carro Armato “fast tanks” were operated by two-man crews
and armed only with machine guns.

the enemy’s line and exploit that penetration. In
1937 General Carlo di Simone, chief of the 2nd
Armored Brigade, advocated the addition of
more truck-borne or mechanized infantry to the
armored unit. He also suggested the attachment
of motorized artillery and antitank weapons and
ready air support. He stopped short of calling
for the creation of an armored division since the
absence at that time of a medium or heavy tank
precluded having the punch needed to be a true
breakthrough weapon.

But if Simone was wary of forming full
armored divisions, his ideas did spur the Italian
Army to embrace mechanization that would
greatly impact its future armor doctrine. In late
1938 General Alberto Pariani introduced the
concept of guerra di rapido corso, or high-
speed mobile warfare. It announced a new doc-
trine that put the tank, used en masse, at the
heart of all offensive operations, with infantry
and artillery acting as support for the tanks—
not vice versa. Exploitation was also now a key
role to be played by armor. As progressive as it
was, the new doctrine failed to address the issue
of tank-versus-tank combat. Nevertheless, the
new policy created a single Corpo d” Armata
Corazzato (Armored Corps) made up of two
armored and two motorized infantry divisions.
What was needed was a tank worthy of the
new theory. The proposed M13/40 seemed to
provide the solution.

The M13/40 medium tank replaced the hull-
mounted 37mm cannon on the M11/39 with a
higher-velocity 47mm Austrian Bohler gun

WWIIHISTORY AUGUST 2018

housed in a rotating turret. Starting in 1938,
the idea was tried and found wanting. It was
then decided to make a variant of the M11/39.
A revolving turret with the 47mm gun was duly
fitted onto a chassis that was almost identical
to the one used for the M11/39. Maximum
armor was not increased, but for better crew
protection, steel plates were bolted to a steel
frame. The M11/39 engine, suspension, and
transmission were used in the new model.

The added weight made the M13/40 sluggish
while moving, allowing it to go no more than
19mph on the road and 11mph cross-county.
Its height, width, and length were slightly larger
than the M11. Each tank was fitted with a
radio, and the 47mm gun proved to be compa-
rable to the 2-pounders used by the British. The
new tank would not see action until 1940. By
the end of its production run in 1942, more
than 800 had been produced.

With the arrival of the M13/40, the Italian
Army decided to create armored divisions.
These new formations would contain one tank
regiment and one motorized infantry, sup-
ported by two groups of artillery, a company
of antitank guns, and two batteries of antiair-
craft guns. Italy’s three armored divisions
entered the war in June 1940 with a comple-
ment of 7,500 officers and men, 184 tanks, and
24 75mm field guns each.

Even before the M13/40 saw service, the Ital-
ians started working on a heavy tank design,
the Carro Armato P40. The 26-ton vehicle had
a diesel engine providing a top speed of 16mph.

Its 75mm turret-mounted gun was very effec-
tive, but for antipersonnel defense it had only
one 8mm Breda coaxial machine gun. Its crew
of four was surrounded by 50-60mm of armor
plate at the front, 40mm on the sides and rear,
and 20mm at the rear and underside. Favorably
compared to the venerable German Mark IV
panzer, the P40 never saw service during the
war due to manufacturing delays.

In March 1943 the Italian Army decided to
end production of all its medium series tanks.
Their poor performance since 1940 convinced
the military that the best way to fight a tank was
with an antitank gun, not another tank. This
shift in tactics was reinforced by the presence of
a formidable self-propelled gun in the Italian
arsenal—the Semovente da 75/18 Su Scafo
M41. First making its appearance in North
Africa in mid-1942, the Semovente was based
on the German Stu III infantry assault self-pro-
pelled gun. The Semovente was manufactured
by the Ansaldo Company. Using a M13/40 tank
chassis, a short 18-caliber 75mm howitzer in a
ball mount was fitted to the front of a low super-
structure. The model’s early successful trials
proved it was reliable and easy to maintain.
Ninety were ready for service by February 1941,
with another 120 slated for production.

The new self-propelled gun perfectly suited
the army’s long-held belief that artillery was the
best antitank weapon. It also could act as
mobile artillery, creating holes in enemy lines
to be exploited by infantry and tanks. It fit well
with the army’s artillery doctrine, fuoco da
manovra (maneuvered fire), which called for
the employment of massed antitank guns and
field artillery fire close to the front.

The Semovente was manned by a crew of
three: a driver, a loader-radio operator, and a
commander-gunner. In almost all dimensions it
was identical to the M13/40, except that it was
two inches lower in height, making it a more
difficult target to spot or hit. It carried 44 how-
itzer shells and proved to be a credible threat
to Allied armor in North Africa. First used in
small groups in direct support of friendly armor
and infantry, by late 1942 batteries of 8 to 16
vehicles were being employed for both support
and independent missions.

In late 1942 the Semovente was upgraded by
using a M42 tank chassis. About 200 of these
were produced. Soon, a new model, the 105/25
Semovente, carrying an M3 howitzer, entered
service. Built by Ansaldo, the new model was the
most formidable armored fighting vehicle fielded
by the Italians during the war. Thirty such super
Semoventes entered service before Italy signed
an armistice in September 1943, officially ending
its participation of the war. [J
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A Forgotten Herxo

General Walter Krueger led American forces in the Pacific
through New Guinea and the Philippines.

HE LED THE AMERICAN DRIVE UP THE NEW GUINEA COAST, TOOK HIS TROOPS
ashore on Leyte and Luzon in the Philippines, and was designated by the Allied supreme commander
in the Pacific, General Douglas MacArthur, to lead the planned invasion of Japan itself. His picture
appeared on the cover of Time magazine and he was referred to as “MacArthur’s Fighting General,”
and yet today he is little remembered and rarely honored. General MacArthur, not known for
handing out accolades to subordinates, called him “swift and sure in attack, tenacious and deter-
mined in defense, modest and restrained in victory.” To the American public he is a “mystery man,”
unknown for his many accomplishments. Of all the American Army commanders who fought in
World War II, he is the least remembered. His name is General Walter Krueger.

Ironically, General Krueger might have enjoyed more widespread fame had he joined the German
Army and fought on the other side. This was indeed a possibility when Walter Krueger was born
January 26, 1881, on a large estate in Flatow, Western Prussia (today Zlotow, Poland). His father,
Julius, a former Prussian Army officer and veteran of the Franco-Prussian War, had leased the
estate for his growing family. But Julius’s sudden death in 1884, four years after Walter was born,
forced his mother to move the family to the United States where they lived with her uncle in St.
Louis. Soon after their arrival, his mother, Anne Hasse Krueger, met and married a German-born
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Lutheran minister and the family relocated to
Madison, Indiana.

Walter attended local schools and learned to
play the piano at home, tutored by his mother.
This training imprinted a lifelong appreciation
of classical music on young Walter. He also
developed a strong sense of discipline and a
short temper with what he considered lazy or
careless people. By the age of 17, Walter was
attending Cincinnati Technical School, prepara-
tory to go on to college for an engineering
degree. But that year, 1898, the Spanish-Amer-
ican War began and changed the entire direction
of his life. Fascinated by the marching troops
and the intense patriotic fervor, he enlisted in
the Second Volunteer Infantry Regiment. After
training, his unit reached Cuba shortly after the
Battle of San Juan Hill. By the time he was mus-
tered out in February 1899, he had achieved the
rank of sergeant.

Walter Krueger went back to his studies
toward an engineering career, but the military
experience had made an indelible impression
on him, and by June 1899, barely four months
after leaving the military, he enlisted again,
this time in the Regular Army’s 12th Infantry
Regiment. He soon found himself in action in
the Philippines, a locale that would loom large
in his future.

As a private in Company M, 12th Infantry
Regiment, he began long chases after the Filipino

Naval History and Heritage Command

ABOVE: Lieutenant General Walter Krueger
en route to Momote airstrip on the
island of Los Negros in the Admiralties on

March 18, 1944. TOP: American soldiers of the
32nd Infantry Division advance up a hillside
on the Philippine island of Luzon.




t's the summer of
I 1944 and a weath-
ered U.S. sergeant is
walking in Rome only
o | days after the Allied
N # | Liberation. There is a
joyous mood in the streets and this
tough soldier wants to remember
this day. He's only weeks away from
returning home. He finds an inter-
esting timepiece in a store just off
the Via Veneto and he decides to
splurge a little on this memento.
He loved the way it felt in his hand,
and the complex move-

harrowing flights in a B-24 bomber
and somehow made it back to the
U.S. Besides the Purple Heart and
the Bronze Star, my father cherished
this watch because it was a reminder
of the best part of the war for any
soldier—the homecoming.

He nicknamed the watch Ritorno for
homecoming, and the rare heirloom
is now valued at $42,000 according
to The Complete Guide to Watches. But
to our family, it is just a reminder
that nothing is more beautiful than
the smile of a healthy returning GI.

ment inside the case
intrigued him. He really
liked the hunter’s back
that opened to a secret
compartment. He
thought that he could
squeeze a picture of his
wife and new daughter
in the case back. He
wrote home that now
he could count the
hours until he returned
to the States. This watch
went on to survive some

The hunter’s back

The Ritorno watch back
opens to reveal a special
compartment for a
keepsake picture or

can be engraved.

We wanted to bring this
little piece of personal
history back to life in a
faithful reproduction of
the original design. We've
used a 27-jeweled move-
ment reminiscent of the
best watches of the 1940s
and we built this watch
with $26 million worth
of Swiss built precision
machinery. We then test
it for 15 days on Swiss
made calibrators to insure
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accuracy to only seconds a day. The
movement displays the day and date
on the antique satin finished face
and the sweep second hand lets any
watch expert know that it has a fine
automatic movement, not a mass-
produced quartz movement. If you
enjoy the rare, the classic, and the
museum quality, we have a limited
number of Ritornos available. We
hope that it will remind you to

take time to remember what is

truly valuable. If you are not
completely satisfied, simply return
it within 30 days for a full refund
of the purchase price.

Staver 1944 Ritorno $+4F
Now only $99 +s&p

1-800-333-2045

Promotional Code RTN404-02
Please mention this when you call.

To order by mail, please call for details.

Stauere

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155,
Depr. RTN404-02 Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 1-800-333_2045 asercad D

Learn more about the bistory of the 1944 classic al www.stauer.com
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General Krueger stands at left with General Douglas MacArthur, center, and U.S. Army
Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall in late 1943. Krueger was nearly 61 years

old when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. INSET: Captain Walter Krueger, U.S.
Army, strikes a confident pose. Krueger was born in Prussia and emigrated to the

United States with his family.

guerrillas while under the command of former
Confederate Cavalry leader, General Joseph
“Fighting Joe” Wheeler. Krueger’s regiment was
a part of General Arthur MacArthur’s 2nd Divi-
sion, and the fighting covered the central plain
of Luzon, where most of the time was spent in
isolated garrisons protecting various important
posts, railroads, and port facilities. The miserable
conditions of the campaign—heat, rain, mud,
insects, hunger, thick jungle, and impossible
mountains, as well as the many diseases that
struck down the average soldier—made a lasting
impression on the future general. Later he would
remember, “Years ago, in the Philippines, I went
without food and other supplies, and I know
what it is to be hungry. Then and there I resolved
that if I ever had to say-so my men would never
be without enough to eat.”

Despite hardships and other difficulties,
Sergeant Krueger decided on a military career.
Having achieved the rank of sergeant—again—
by June 1901, one of his officers asked if he was
interested in taking the examination for an offi-
cer’s commission in the U.S. Army. Thinking
that he had nothing to lose and everything to
gain, he took the examination but believed that
he had failed miserably. He was most pleasantly
surprised when, on July 1, 1901, he was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant. He was imme-
diately assigned to the 30th Infantry Regiment
on the Philippine island of Mindoro.

His experience as an enlisted man in Cuba
and the Philippines left Krueger with a deep con-
cern for the men under his command. Years

WWIIHISTORY AUGUST 2018

later, while commanding the

Third U.S. Army during

World War II he remarked to

a group of officers, “I have

such a high regard for our

men that there is something

within me [that] turns around

when I see they are not being handled right.”
Many of those under his command were left
with lifelong impressions of a man who was
concerned for their welfare, even as he sent them
into harm’s way.

One of his duties while in the Philippines was
to guard military prisoners on Malahi Island in
Laguna de Bay. This was a miserable duty, and
the island was a miserable place to live, even
without having to deal with the dregs of the
Army’s criminal element. But one advantage did
accrue for Lieutenant Krueger during his assign-
ment there. One afternoon at Malahi he was
serving as the officer of the day when another
lieutenant, George C. Marshall, Jr., was the offi-
cer of the guard. The Army’s future chief of staff
during World War II remembered Lieutenant
Krueger. “He is of typical German stock, thor-
ough, hard-working, ambitious, and devoid of
humor.” It is possible that this brief working
period with future General Marshall favorably
influenced Krueger’s later career.

In 1903 he met his future wife, Grace Aileen
Norvell, in the Philippines while she was visiting
relatives there. And later the 30th Infantry Reg-
iment returned to the United States. At the age
of 22, Lieutenant Krueger was well on his way

to establishing his reputation as an officer who
was devoted to learning as much about his trade
as possible, and as a caring and compassionate
officer to the men under his command.

Lieutenant Krueger and Grace married in
1904. They would have two sons, both of
whom attended West Point and served as Army
officers, and a daughter who would marry an
Army officer. Also in 1904, Lieutenant Krueger
was selected to attend the prestigious Infantry
and Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas. Krueger, working hard as usual, grad-
uated with honors and was given a second year
at the school’s staff college. He also received a
promotion to first lieutenant.

When the United States entered World War I
in 1917, temporary Major Krueger was
assigned to the Bureau of Military Affairs,
working on turning citizens
into soldiers. After several
months, he was transferred to
the newly formed 84th Division
and later transferred to the 26th
Division, a New England
National Guard formation
already in France. He served as
the operations officer for the
veteran division and was given
a temporary promotion to lieu-
tenant colonel.

Colonel Krueger moved
with his division to Chateau-
Thierry, where it was to participate in the com-
ing Aisne-Marne offensive. But problems with
the French allies, who distrusted Colonel
Krueger because of his German heritage, forced
his return to the States and the 84th Division,
still training. In August 1918, that division
moved to France, and Colonel Krueger came
along with it. Once in France, however, he
received orders to assume the duties of chief of
staff of the newly developed Tank Corps. Before
he could fully settle into his new post, the
armistice ended his hopes of commanding
troops in combat.

The interwar years were disappointing for
Krueger as they were for all Army officers.
There was little interest in preparedness, and
budget constraints kept the Army small and pro-
motions slow. After commanding the 55th
Infantry Regiment in Kansas, Krueger attended
and then taught at the nation’s prestigious ser-
vice schools, the Army War College, the Navy
War College, and the Infantry School at Fort
Benning, Georgia. He then served in the War
Plans Division of the War Department, achiev-
ing the rank of brigadier general.

Krueger formulated his own command phi-
losophy. He would write that a great comman-
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der “no matter how recklessly he challenges fate
again and again he by no means rushes head-
long and aimlessly into the unknown, but
knows perfectly where he must call a halt, turns
in his turn and at the same time endeavors to
supplement his victory through policy.” He
went on to state that a good leader has the “abil-
ity to form a clear resolution without hesitation,
and to put it into execution.” This philosophy
would become the hallmark of his campaigns
during World War II.

By 1938, General Krueger was chief of the
Army War Plans Division, and in September of
that year he took command of the 16th Infantry
Brigade at Fort George Meade in Maryland.
Within a few months, he was promoted to
major general and assumed command of the
2nd Infantry Division in Texas. There he
became involved in reorganizing the Army and
testing these new organizations. By this time, he
had established his final command methods.
These included educational preparation, cool
and flexible thinking, a decentralized command
structure, caring for the soldiers under his com-
mand, and placing value on aggressive and bold
offensive actions.

In June, General Krueger was given command
of the VIII Corps in larger Army maneuvers and
with recently called up National Guard divi-

sions under command. He took care to integrate
his Regular Army troops and the National
Guardsmen, allowing for the Guard’s insuffi-
cient training and shortage of personnel.

General Krueger retained command of VIII
Corps to the end of 1940. Unknown to him, he
was being considered as a replacement for the
commanding officer of the Hawaiian Depart-
ment, but the job went to Maj. Gen. Walter C.
Short instead. Marshall now had other plans for
Krueger and advised him in a confidential letter
in April that he would be assuming command
of the Third Army upon the retirement of its
current commander. Marshall appointed
Kreuger commander of the Third Army on May
15, 1940.

General Krueger immediately set about orga-
nizing his staff and preparing for more maneu-
vers. He requested as his chief of staff Lt. Col.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, then serving as IX Corps
chief of staff. Upon arrival, Eisenhower was
instructed to recruit and organize a Third Army
staff group. The Third Army busied itself with
training and maneuvers for the balance of the
year, testing subordinate corps and divisions.
Indeed, for the next two years Krueger and his
Third Army trained numerous corps and divi-
sions that passed through their command.

When the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor

General Krueger was approaching his 61st
birthday. He was despairing of getting a field
command or commanding combat troops
overseas. Like most senior officers, he knew
that General Marshall had a policy of assign-
ing younger officers to combat commands.
But all that was about to change. In the Philip-
pines General MacArthur’s forces had been
overrun and surrendered while MacArthur
and his family were ordered to Australia. Soon
he was leading an American-Australian effort
to recapture New Guinea and return to the
Philippines. But as that effort grew larger,
MacArthur wanted an Army headquarters to
manage and tactically direct his growing
ground forces. He radioed to Marshall in
Washington, “I recommend that 