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The men of Easy Company, immortalized by the Stephen Ambrose best-seller, Band of Brothers, and brought to millions
more in the epic Steven Spielberg/Tom Hanks HBO miniseries, proved to truly be a company of heroes. Based on the
extensive research of Dr. Ambrose and the recollections of the paratroopers themselves, Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours
has meticulously crafted the ORIGINAL BAND OF BROTHERS TOUR. Have an experience unparalleled in its accuracy and
insight as you follow the path of Easy Company, standing in the very foxholes and precise locations where they fought in some
of the most climactic battles of World War 1.

Join our expert historians on the tour of your dreams and walk in the bootsteps of your heroes!

Visit or call 1.888.903.3329



THE USMC SEMPER FI

COMMEMORATIVE WATCH
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BE ONE OF ORNLY 5,6008

The United States- Marine Corps has a long and proud
tradition dating back to 1775. From the carliest days of the
Continental Marines to today, they have made the ultimare
sacrifice. Wherever and whenever needed, they have served
their country. Now, you can show your pride and celebrate
the Corps' 235th Anniversary with the “USMC Semper Fi”
Commemorative Watch—a limited-edition of only 5,000!
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Precision crafted in stainless steel, our exclusively designed
“USMC Semper Fi” Commemorative Watch features a bold
braceletstyle in dramatic silver and gold-tone finish. Within
the golden bezel, the Marine dress blue watch face stands out
along with the USMC symbol of eagle, globe and anchor.
The chronograph watch sports 3 sub-dials for seconds,
minutes and hours, as well as a date window. And etched on
the side of the watch is the Marine motto: Semper Fidelis
(Always Faithful). The case back is etched with the Marine
Corps emblem, MARINES THE FEW. THE PROUD.
SINCE 1775, and your personal watch number in the
limited edition of only 5,000.

The watch has Precision Quartz Movement, an
adjustable c-clasp, is water resistant to 3 ATM, and is
backed by a full-year limited warranty as well as our 120-
day satisfaction guarantee.
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Complete with a custom wooden case, FREE historic
Fact Cards, and a Certificate of Authenticity, this
hand-crafted timepiece is a remarkable value at just
$249*, which you can pay for in 5 installments of
$49.80. To reserve yours, send no money now; just
fill out and mail the Reservation Application. But
hurry... only 5,000 watches will ever be made!
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Deluxe wooden case
includes FREE Fact Cards
that trace the 235 year
history of the Marines

@2011 BGE 01-12472-001-B1

Paying Tribute to
235 Years of Marine
Corps Pride
009
3 chronograph
sub-dials and date
window
SO0
Bold Marine Corps
colors and emblems
SO0
Solid performing
Precision
Quartz Movement
SO0
Custom eitching on
case back bonoring
the 235 year tradition
of the Marine Corps
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A FINE JEWELRY
EXCLUSIVE FROM
THE BRADFORD
EXCHANGE
www.bradfordexchange.com/12472

RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

N i & & L A —
BRADFORD EXCHANGE
= JEWELRY =
9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393
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Since 1942, the dedicated, brave young men and the Philippines and the extensive facilities at remote
women of the U. S. Navy Seabees have proudly Diego Garcia. They have worked throughout the
served our country. Their enduring slogan, “We globe from Antarctica to the plains of Greece.

Build, We Fight”, epitomizes the incredible work
they have performed around the world in both
times of peace and war. Created at the onset of
World War lI, the Seabees, with a workforce in

CEC officers have also worked with civilian contrac-
tors in wartime and peace providing over $100
billion of much needed facilities at hundreds of bases

excess of 300,000, participated in virtually every ratidyice.

theatre of operations and worked under fire as The Seabees and the Civil Engineer Corps are
they constructed piers, airfields, hospitals, and still a vital part of the U. S. Navy,

every imaginable facility. serving around the world as

. : they live up to their motto,
Fewer in numbers since World “We Build, We Fight”".

Wﬁfi’.}ﬁ;?g War I, Seabees and CEC
e ¢ officers have fought and built in
Korea, Vietnam, and the
Mid-East. In times of peace,
they have also worked on
countless projects including
the construction and design of
a major base at Cubi Point in

We've Written A New Ghapter in History

The CEC/Seabee Historical Foundation is proud viewing. Work continues by the Foundation to

to write a new chapter in the Seabee legacy. secure the $9-million to outfit the Museum with
Utilizing a $12-million gift from the Foundation, unique, state-of-the-art exhibits that will showcase
the Navy has built and is the proud owner of a the history and work of the Seabees. This will
new Seabee Museum at Port Hueneme, establish the Seabee Museum as one of the
California. This beautiful 38,000 sq. ft. facility premier historical facilities of modern American

presently houses temporary exhibits for public times.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

“For 40-Years, I was tortured with unbearable indigestion”

Confessions of an
acid reflux victim

“And How I BEAT the indigestion
Nightmare that Almost Killed Me!”

By Ralph Burns;
Former acid reflux sufferer

Here's My Story:

I’'ve Suffered With Acid Reflux for Almost
40 Years Now. Unless you experience it you
can't imagine how horrible it is. Every time
| ate spicy foods | would get what | called
"ROT GUT". Like something was rotting in my
stomach. But now | can eat anything.. No
matter how spicy. Even if | never could before.

Let me explain... For the better part
of my life | purposely avoided a lot of
foods. Especially ones with even a tiny bit of
seasoning. Because if | didn't, I'd experience a
burning sensation through my esophagus—
like somebody poured hot lead or battery acid
down my throat. Add to that those disgusting
"mini-throw ups”and | was in “indigestion hell”.

“I was beside myself. What
was | gonna do? Keep
taking the pills, or suffer
with problems that could
ultimately be my demise.”

Doctors put me on all sorts of antacid
remedies. But nothing worked. Or if they did,
it would only be for a brief period. And then
boom! My nightmare would return.

Sometimes, | felt like | was dying. The
pain was unbearable and nothing could make
it stop.

But then my wife, who occasionally suffered
with the same problem gave me one of her
prescription acid blockers. It was a miracle. |
felt like | could live again. Because before that,
| was just miserable. | wanted to kill myself. But
thankfully, it worked, and worked well.

| felt great, until about one year ago, when |
read an FDA warning that scared the heck out of
me. It went something like this...

FDA WARNING! Using proton pump
inhibitors (PPIs) on a long term basis, increases
your risk of hip, bone and spinal fractures.

That's a particular concern to me, since many
acid blockers are PPls. I've gone through two
back surgeries and bilateral hip replacements.
| had to ask myself, could PPls have been
responsible for my medical woes? After all...

“THE RECOMMENDED
TREATMENT FOR PRILOSEC,
PREVACID AND ALL OTHER
PPIS IS ONLY 14 DAYS—
ITOOKTHEM FOR 14 YEARS!”

| was “between a rock and a hard place”. Stop
using the PPls and I'm a“dead man in the water”.
It would be unbearable. | wouldn't be able to eat
anything. I'd have to go on a water diet.

But that FDA warning was scary. | knew
| had to stop or else risk developing spinal
stenosis. My mother had that. And | watched
her die a horrible death. Her spine just
fractured. It was the worst death. She didn't
deserve that. And neitherdo I

| had to quit. So | stopped taking PPlIs for
a day or so. But my indigestion was worse
than ever. | would rather take the chance of
a spinal fracture than to live like that again.
| tried everything. Even started using home
remedies like Apple cider vinegar. But it just
felt like | was pouring even more acid down
my throat.

Then one day at dinner, a friend of mine
said, "Why don't you try an aloe drink?” | said,
"Aloe drink? Jeez. That doesn't sound good
at alll” The next day he brought me a case of
something called AloeCure’. | was skeptical,
but | was desperate! So instead of being an
ingrate | decided to try it.

I was shocked! AloeCure’ tasted pretty
good too. It has a pleasant grape flavor
that | actually enjoy drinking. | decided
to experiment. | stopped taking the PPIls

ADVERTISEMENT

“l used to get
what | called
‘Rot Gut; like my
stomach's
rottingout!”

LA g !

63-year old Ralph Burns enjoying a
spicy hot portion of Lobster Fra Diavolo.
Just 15 minutes after taking AloeCure”

altogether and replaced it with a daily diet
of AloeCure’. Then something remarkable
happened... NOTHING! Not even the slightest
hint of indigestion.

And here’s the best part. The next day we
had ltalian food — my worst enemy. But for
the first time in 40 years | didn't get indigestion
without relying on prescription or OTC pills and
tablets. Finally, | just didn’t need them anymore!

1 was so thrilled; | wrote the AloeCure’
company to tell them how amazing their
product is. They thanked me, and asked me to
tell my story... The story that changed my life.
| said, “Sure, but only if you send me a hefty

"

supply of AloeCure’. | just can't live without it!

But don’t believe me. You have to try this
stuff for yourself. | recommend AloeCure’ to
anyone who suffers with the same problem
| did. It gives you immediate relief. You'll be
grateful you did. | sure am. It's the best thing
that's happened to me in a long, long time.

TRY IT 100% RISK-FREE!

The makers of AloeCure” have agreed to
send you up to 6 FREE bottles PLUS 2 free
bonus gifts with every order— they're yours
to keep no matter what.

That's enough AloeCure” for 30 days of
powerful digestive relief, absolutely FREE!
But hurry! This is a special introductory offer
reserved for our readers only.

Call Now, Toll-Free!

1-855-689-1063

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT |
ANY DISEASE. INDIVIDUAL RESULTS MAY VARY. *ALOECURE IS NOT A DRUG. IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY TAKING A PRESCRIPTION DRUG YOU SHOULD CONSULT YOUR
DOCTOR BEFORE USE. FOR THE FULL FDA PUBLISHED WARNING PLEASE VISIT HTTP.//MWWW.FDA GOV/DOWNLOADS/FORCONSUMERS/CONSUMERUPDATES/UCM213307



BETTY BYRON CASSIUS MULLEN

WITHIN THE WALLS
OF SANTO TOMAS

A sage of capuirity an rurvival in Mauils during World Wr 1

A NOVEL BASED ON
ACTUAL EVENTS

Many stories have been told about
WW!II. Missing are those accounts
that most people have never heard
about and they should be told. This is
one of those little known episodes.

In 1942 the Japanese gathered Amer-
ican and Allied civilians and interned
them within the high walls of Santo
Tomas University in Manila. Overa
three year period internees were kept
under ever increasing harsh condi-
tions, Near starvation, many intern-
ees succumbed to diseases such as
beri beri, malaria and cholera. Lack

of medicine and basic medical care

were everyday challenges.

'This nightmarish historical fiction is
told through the eyes of former army
nurse, Molly Martin. She relates how
the internees triumphed over adver-
sity; her interaction with secret
agents; an inhuman Japanese doctor
performing medical experiments on
innocent internees; and the Ameri-
can army arriving in time to prevent
the camp commandant from carrying
out mass executions,

Available from Tate Publishing,
Amazon, and Barnes & Noble
in large paperback and ebook
(Kindle and Nook.)

FACEBOOK.COM/WITHINTHEWALLSOFSANTOTOMAS
WWW.READBYRON.COM

WWIIHISTORY JULY 2012

Editorial

The victory at Guadalcanal
turned the tide of war.

SEVENTYYEARS AGO THIS MONTH, IN JULY 1942, THE UNITED STATES MILITARY
stood at a crossroads in the Pacific. Scarcely a month after the great naval victory at Midway,
during which four Japanese aircraft carriers were sunk and Japanese expansionist aims in the
Central Pacific thwarted, the American land offensive was set to begin. U.S. Marines were train-
ing for the invasion of a small island in the Solomons chain known as Guadalcanal.

Although senior American military commanders realized the magnitude of the Midway vic-
tory, they remained cautious and well aware that the course of the war remained fraught with
peril. Should the land campaign on Guadalcanal that was set for August fail, the Japanese
might once again seize the initiative and renew their threat to Australia. The Japanese jug-
gernaut had previously been victorious everywhere in the Pacific Rim, occupying French
Indochina, forcing the capitulation of the British bastion at Singapore, seizing Hong Kong and
the Dutch East Indies.

The stinging surprise attack on Pearl Harbor that occurred December 7, 1941, had occurred
only seven months earlier, and much of the crippled U.S. Pacific Fleet was undergoing repairs
or still mired in the muck of the harbor’s shallow waters while salvage operations were in
progress. Japanese aircraft had sunk the British battleship HMS Prince of Wales and the battle-
cruiser HMS Repulse off Malaya on December 10, Wake Island had fallen later in the month,
and another debacle befell the Royal Navy at the hands of marauding Japanese carriers in the
Indian Ocean.

Then there was the devastating defeat of U.S. forces in the Philippines and the horror of the
Death March as more than 75,000 American and Filipino prisoners were forced to march up
to 80 miles from the Bataan Peninsula across the island of Luzon. Although the American pub-
lic was not informed until three years later of the Japanese cruelty that resulted in prisoners
dying at a rate of 30 or more per day, there was growing concern among American military and
political leaders that these unfortunate captives were being treated brutally.

When the U.S. 1st Marine Division landed at Guadalcanal on August 7, the initial calm was
deceptive. Months of savage fighting around Henderson Field, along the banks of the Ilu River,
and at high ground that aptly came to be known as Bloody Ridge, tested the men of the 1st
Marine Division, the 1st Raider, and 1st Parachute Battalion along with the U.S. Army rein-
forcements landed later. A series of nocturnal naval knife fights took place at close quarters in
the waters surrounding Guadalcanal, and the Japanese inflicted serious losses, particularly dur-
ing the Battle of Savo Island during which four cruisers, USS Vincennes, USS Astoria, USS Quincy,
and the Australian HMAS Canberra, were sunk.

On land and sea, the victory at Guadalcanal was a near-run thing. President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill had agreed previously on a “Europe First”
strategy, meaning that the Guadalcanal operation had been conducted on a shoestring. Had the
Japanese prevailed, the Allies would still quite likely have won the war. However, the island
road to Tokyo would have been a much more arduous trek, consuming even greater quantities
of resources and costing innumerable additional lives. When the island was declared secure in
February 1943, after seven months of fighting, some Japanese officers themselves acknowledged
that the tide had turned inexorably in favor of the United States.

Major General Kiyotake Kawaguchi, commander of the Japanese 35th Infantry Brigade dur-
ing the struggle for the island, later commented, “Guadalcanal is no longer merely a name of an
island in Japanese military history. It is the name of the graveyard of the Japanese army.”

Shortly after the war ended, General Torashiro Kawabe, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Imper-
ial Japanese Army related, “The turning point of the war, I believe, following our series of vic-
tories, was at Guadalcanal.

Michael E. Haskew
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Two Models of USS GEARING, DD-710!

Often described as the pre-eminent destroyer to emerge from WWII. Dr. Al Ross has
created two kits of her, both in her WWII configuration, and after her FRAM (Fleet
Rehabilitation and Modernization) in the 1960s.

These models have been developed with Al's usual attention to absolute historical
accuracy. The plans are truly works of art. Now available for the first time. These kits
are scaled to 1/16"=1', have a carved solid hull, a great deal of etched brass and
Britannia fittings. -

Because of the intricacy necessitated by all the detail in
these models, they are appropriate for expert modelers.
Visit www.bluejacketinc.com for more information.

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL
USS GEARING

Scale 1/16"=1'
Kit K1945 - WWII or
Kit K1961 - FRAM

$315

Reg. Price $430
Offer good until
7/30/12

'. ARING, FRAM
Bottom: GEARING, WW Il

)ojmliaﬁlé as completed models.

Since 1905

1-800-448-5567 BLU{E‘]ACKE’T

www.bluejacketinc.com SHIP CRAFTERS™
View our catalog online! 160 E. Main St., Searsport, ME 04974

MILITAR

tour.com
OVER 1,000 ITEMS ONLINE!

Focused on supplying the WWII re-enactor and collector
MY Wool Serviee TUNIE, .. cossnscommansssmasninnnssms s
War Ensign 1938-1945 Batile Flag...................

$S (2nd Leutenant) Officer Collar Tabs .............

German M1935 Helmet Green 68 Shell..............

—  Parachutist's:Badpe ..o.viinnaninvmiiaiiasinssanameie
German Leather Jack Boots w/Hob Nails

ﬁ‘ﬂ German Paratrooper FJ 3rd Pattern Splinter B Jumpsmock....$325.00

Denisan Rithome SMOtk.: .vinamiauaiasasiniiies $275.00

Imperial German Spiked Helmet Pickelhauben.................. $124.95 L

M2 U.S. Paratrooper Helmet w/ Liner, Shell & Net.............. $195.00 rS
2. U.S. Army M1910 Aluminum Canteen................... : .

U.S. Paratrooper Airborne Leather Gloves

www.militarytour.com

\ 7
dj@militarytour.com - ?
1-204-334-4939 ._
1-800-785-8644 PayPal
OMAHA BEACH, FRANCE
HOUSE FOR WEEKLY RENTALS
Hardelay Villa
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Dispatches

Battle of the Battleships
Dear Editor:

I enjoyed Richard Rule’s “David and Goliath”
story of the midget submarine attack on the Ger-
man battleship Tirpitz (May 2012 issue). But  must
disagree with his opening statement that by mid-
1942 she stood alone as the largest, most powerful
warship in the world.

By mid-1942 the two Japanese giants Musashi
and Yamato (45,000 tons displacement, nine 16-
inch guns) had become operational. At 42,000 tons
Tirpitz exceeded all other capital ships then in ser-
vice, but fell short of many in terms of armament.

Her eight 15-inch guns ranked her below eight
battleships with nine 16-inch guns (Nelson, Rod-
ney, Washington, North Carolina, Massachusetts,
Indiana, South Dakota, and Alabama), five battle-
ships with eight 16-inch guns (Mutsu, Nagato,
Maryland, Colorado, and West Virginia, although
West Virginia was still being repaired from Pearl
Harbor damage in mid-1942), and four battleships
with nine 15-inch guns (Vittorio Veneto, Littorio,
Roma, and Impero).

Like Tirpitz, nine other battleships had eight 15-
inch guns (Jean Bart, Richilieu, Queen Elizabeth,
Warspite, Valiant, Malaya, Revenge, Resolution,
and Ramillies). Eight older battleships had 12 14-
inch guns (Fuso, Yamashiro, and six U.S. battle-
ships), arguably superior to Tirpitz’s eight 15-inch
guns.

Tirpitz was newer, bigger, and faster than many
of these vessels, but she hardly stood alone as the
author states. She would have been badly over-
matched by the two Japanese giants and was prob-
ably inferior to the U.S. North Carolina- and South
Dakota-class ships. Her sister ship Bismarck did in
fact lose out in a gun duel with HMS Rodney ear-
lier in the war.

Dave Laster
Bellingham, Washington

The Battle of El Guettar
Dear Editor:

I want to send a few lines of thanks to you for
your story published in the March 2012 issue of
WWII History concerning tank destroyers at El
Guettar. When I received my issue I could hardly
believe my eyes. I was so joyous.

I have been reading books and magazines and
looking at movies, etc., all for a little mention of
news about that battle fought in North Africa.

In May 1943, 69 years ago, my parents and fam-
ily received the notice that my brother had been
killed in action in the battle at El Guettar. That was
the only information given until the end of the war.
Since then there was a fire in Missouri that
destroyed information. In 1943, serving in the
WAGs, I was fortunate to find a book written by
Ralph Ingersoll, This Battle Is the Payoff, that
described the Battle of El Guettar from the view-

point of an engineer.

Since then I read in General Patton’s book, War
as [ Knew It: “Looking over the country where we
fought during the battle of El Guettar gives one a
definite idea of the greatness of the American sol-
dier.” He also admitted that if he had known how
difficult it was, he might have been less bold.

The information you gave about the battle was
very interesting to me. The tanks got most of the
glory. I was very interested to see the maps.

Florence Miles
Hagerstown, Maryland

Operation Grand Slam
Dear Editor:

[ was recently given a copy of the January 2012
issue of your very fine publication. I was immedi-
ately attracted to Allyn Vannoy’s story of Operation
Grand Slam as T had a direct part in that operation.

I Company, 15th Infantry Regiment was my unit.
I had been with them since Anzio. I took part in
Operation Dragoon on August 15, 1944. [ was
wounded, a second time, on October 26, 1944, near
Epinal in the Vosges. [ returned to the action early in
January 1945. Upon my return to I Company, I was
given a job as wireman in the mortar section.

We crossed the Ill River near Maison Rouge; it
was very cold. The ground was frozen and thus
impossible to dig in. We did find a shell hole and set
up the mortar. All was very quiet!
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Suddenly, the silence was broken by a loud cry of
what sounded like, “Willie, Willie, Willie.” One of
our team fired a few rounds in the direction of the
voice and quiet returned.

Suddenly, one of our guys came running back,
yelling that German tanks were coming. As we had
no antitank protection of any kind we decided to
get out. I ran back to the river, followed it until
found a foot bridge, and crossed over.

There was much confusion as troops tried to find
their units. Eventually order was restored. I located
my company, we reorganized and pushed toward
Riedihr and eventually to the Rhine.

Patrick D. Heagerty
Manilius, New York

Red Ball Express Test Runs
Dear Editor:

During World War I my father, mother, and sis-
ter lived in Virginia Beach, Virginia. My father was
with a group of truck drivers who drove nonstop
from the East Coast to the West Coast. Along the
way MPs were at all the intersections. If a truck dri-
ver so much as threw a cigarette butt out the win-
dow it was picked up so there was no trace of their
being there. This was a test of how to move supplies
quickly and it was all top secret.

My mother and sister did not know where my
father was or what he was doing for six weeks.

After the test runs were complete, the truck pro-
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gram was taken to Europe and known as the Red
Ball Express.

I don’t know how to use a computer and my hus-
band could only find pictures from Europe, but
nothing about the test runs in the United States.

My father’s name was Russell Milton Younkin.

Do any of your readers have any information
about the U.S. test runs?

Debra Correll
Fostoria, Ohio

Normandy Breakout Weapons
Dear Editor:

As always, congratulations on a really great mag-
azine with insightful and informative articles on a
war that impacted generations of Americans, let
alone most of the world’s populace throughout the
mid-20th century. Personally, my connection to
World War IT was only vicariously through my
father, who served as a combat engineer officer in
the Imperial Japanese Army and [ wasn’t born until
15 years after the war’s end. I myself am a former
artillery NCO and expert on the weapons of World
War II (primarily infantry and armor) as well as a
modeler of the aforementioned equipment.

The well-written article, “Key to the Normandy
Breakout,” (March 2012 issue) has in it a photo of
what appears to be “a German Fallschirmjager
(paratrooper) prepares ammunition for several
shoulder-fired antitank Panzerschreck weapons

Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress

World War Il Archives, Vol. 1

shown to his left....” Those are in fact all, presum-
ably captured, US M1 and M1A1 2.36-inch
“Bazookas.” Next to the bazookas are both water-
cooled M1917 and air-cooled M1919A4 .30 cal-
iber light machine guns. The rounds in the
fallschirmjager’s hands appear to be either bazooka
rounds or possibly U.S. 60mm mortar rounds still
in their packing tubes. Finally, there appears to be
a pile of USGI entrenching tools just to his right.
My guess is he’s taking stock of captured weapons
and material picked up after the battle from either
captured or killed U.S. troops. And though it was
true that firepower on the German side may have
been greater than that of their allied adversaries,
this picture would, to the trained eye, infer that the
advantage was due to captured weaponry.
That aside, all-in-all a great article in an even
greater publication! Keep up the good work!
Brian Izumi
Las Vegas, Nevada

Note: Opinions expressed in “Dispatches” do not rep-
resent those of the writers, editors, or staff of WWII
History or Sovereign Media. WWII History welcomes
your letters which must be signed and include a tele-
phone number for verification. Letters must be brief
and of general interest to our readership. Write to:
WWII History, 6731 Whittier Avenue, Suite A-100,
McLean, VA 22101-4554; fax to 703-964-0366, or
e-mail: dispatch@ wwiibistory magazine.com.
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The Magnificent Jeep

| The American vehicle was a true workhorse of World War II.

GENERAL OF THE ARMY GEORGE C. MARSHALL CALLED IT AMERICA’S GREATEST
contribution to modern warfare. General Dwight D. Eisenhower said it was one of the four
tools—along with the bulldozer, two-and-a-half-ton truck, and C-47 transport plane—that
won World War II, and famed correspondent Ernie Pyle termed it a “divine instrument of
wartime locomotion.”

The U.S. Army’s quarter-ton, four-wheel-drive Willys-Overland and Ford jeep was rugged, reli-
able, and highly maneuverable and gave sterling service in all theaters of operation during the 1939-
1945 war. Praised by everyone from generals to privates, it was used for myriad tasks in all condi-
tions of weather, from deserts to mountains, from jungles to beachheads. The jeep could be pulled
out of the mud by its riders, was flown in gliders, and was easily adapted for an amphibious role.

From Bizerte to Saipan, from Rangoon to Anzio, and from St.-Lo to Bastogne and beyond, jeeps
were utilized fully by American troops and their British Commonwealth, Free
French, and Polish allies. The jeep was the most recognizable and widely used mil-
itary vehicle in history, and the one the Germans most liked to capture in World
War II for day-to-day use. Interviewing Wehrmacht generals after their surrender,

U.S. Army historian Hugh Cole said that they admired the jeep more than anything
else in the formidable American arsenal.

Although the U.S. and British Armies had used Ford Model T cars in World War
I, the U.S. Army was still primarily horse-drawn in the 1920s and early 1930s. But
there was a growing realization in the Quartermaster Corps and the Ordnance
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By Michael D. Hull

Department of the need for motorization as
soon as possible, and the Army had a standing
requirement for a small motor vehicle.

In 1932, the Infantry Board recommended
acquiring some British-made, two-seater Austin
Seven roadsters with oversize tires for use in
reconnaissance and messenger duties (the
Austin Seven would be used extensively by four
armies as a radio and liaison vehicle). The U.S.
Army was already experimenting in the early
1930s with motorcycles for such roles, but they
had limitations in cross-country service. Motor-
cycles were too noisy for reconnaissance work
and were more accident prone in rough terrain
than four-wheel vehicles.

The Army sought a practical way to move
machine guns and light weapons around a bat-
tlefield, so in 1936, the commandant of the
Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgia,

ordered the construction of a
motorized machine-gun carrier
with a one- or two-man crew. The
Howie machine-gun carrier was
developed under the direction of
Major Robert G. Howie of the
school’s tank section and was
completed in April 1937. But the
crew had to lie prone to reduce the
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ABOVE: During a rally at the Willy’s Overland Motor Company manufacturing facility
in Toledo, Ohio, employees listen to a speech by General B.O. Lewis while one of their jeeps sits
precariously parked on a long line of stone steps. BELOW: At the Willy’s plant in Toledo, Ohio,
assembly line workers complete the manufacture of jeeps in 1941.
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silhouette of the low-slung vehicle, nicknamed
the “Belly Flopper.” It proved generally imprac-
tical but came to be regarded as the grandfather
of the famous World War 1I jeep.

The Army began to consider in the late 1930s
whether one-and-a-half-ton cargo and pickup
trucks would be suitable for light battlefield
roles, but the Infantry Board wanted a small
four-by-four, 1,000-pound vehicle to improve
the mobility of a battalion’s heavy weapons com-
pany and to provide transportation for company

WWII HISTORY

and platoon leaders. When American Bantam
Co. of Butler, Pennsylvania, loaned three Austin
Sevens to the Pennsylvania National Guard for
evaluation during its 1938 summer maneuvers,
Charles Payne, who oversaw Bantam sales to the
Army, suggested that there was a considerable
potential for a special reconnaissance vehicle
based on the British roadster.

Payne’s idea interested technical experts in
the Quartermaster Corps, and they laid down
requirements for the project in June 1940. The

Army General Staff then handed the responsi-
bility over to the Ordnance Technical Com-
mittee, and a subcommittee began work on the
project on June 19, starting with a meeting at
the Bantam factory. The subcommittee
included Major Howie and three Ordnance
Department engineers, Bob Brown, Bill Burgan,
and William Beasley, who advised the Techni-
cal Committee and potential manufacturers on
basic requirements for the vehicle. They said it
should have four-wheel drive and a crew of
three, and mount a .30-caliber Browning
machine gun.

The focus of the development of the new
reconnaissance car was the Bantam plant,
where engineer Karl K. Probst headed the pro-
ject, and the Quartermaster Corps depot at
Camp Holabird in Baltimore, Maryland. The
talented Probst was eventually regarded as the
father of the jeep, but the vehicle was actually
a joint effort.

Bantam shopped around for suitable com-
ponents while engineers at Holabird drew up
the basic configuration of the vehicle. Bids were
invited in July 1940. Out of 135 manufactur-
ers contacted, only two submitted bids. They
were American Bantam Co. and Willys-Over-
land Co. of Toledo, Ohio. The latter had been
trying to interest the Army in considering some
of its light vehicles.

The first contract went out on July 25, 1940,
to Bantam for the construction of 70 quarter-
ton reconnaissance cars, with the first model to
be delivered to Camp Holabird in 49 days. The
vehicle was tested rigorously in the fall of 1940.
It performed well, though numerous improve-
ments were needed. The Quartermaster Corps
now considered standardization and full-scale
production, and competitive bids were issued.
Three companies showing an interest were Ban-
tam, Willys, and Ford Motor Co.

The QMC was concerned whether Bantam
could handle a big Army contract because it
had only a small plant with fewer than 500
workers. Ford, meanwhile, boasted 100,000
employees and several plants. Furthermore,
Bantam and Willys were in shaky financial con-
dition in the aftermath of the Great Depression.

While war now raged in Europe, squabbles
and controversy delayed production of the
Army’s reconnaissance car. Bantam officials
complained to Secretary of War Henry L. Stim-
son that they should be given credit for the
development of the vehicle and protested the
involvement of other firms. Army officials dis-
agreed and pointed to Camp Holabird’s role in
the vehicle’s origins. Army agencies met in mid-
October 1940 to iron out problems, and a con-
sensus was reached that 1,500 more vehicles
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The seep, an amphibious variant of the jeep, is shown in the field in 1944. These troops have taken the
seep in swampy conditions that require a vehicle capable of gaining traction in difficult terrain.

should be purchased for further trials.

The Infantry Board and the Army combat
arms were satisfied with Bantam’s work on the
reconnaissance car and did not favor bringing in
other manufacturers, but the QMC sought to
split the order for 1,500 vehicles two or three
ways because it saw a requirement for 11,800
further cars through mid-1941. It doubted that
Bantam could tool up quickly enough for such
a major contract. The fight over future produc-
tion raged in Washington for several months.

The Army General Staff supported the
infantry viewpoint and recommended a sole-
source contract to Bantam. The Defense Com-
mission (later known as the Office of Produc-
tion Management) backed the QMC position
that multiple manufacturing sources were nec-
essary. A compromise was finally reached in
November 1941, with three contracts awarded
to the three competitors for 1,500 vehicles each.
The controversy intensified that same month
when several magazines began charging that
the Army was favoring the giant, Ford, over the
underdog, Bantam. This sparked calls for a
Congressional inquiry.

Pilot models of the reconnaissance car were
delivered to Camp Holabird for trials, and a
production run followed. The Ford design was
nicknamed the Pygmy, while the Willys model
was originally called the Quad. Extensive cross-
country testing continued at Camp Holabird
and Fort Benning. The Willys vehicle was over-
weight compared to the Bantam and Ford
entries because of its four-cylinder, 55-horse-
power “Go-Devil” engine and heavier trans-

mission. This distinguished the Willys design
from its competitors, but, in order to avoid los-
ing its contract, the Ohio company redesigned
the Quad and reduced its weight. The definitive
Ford model was called the Ford GP.

The Army’s overriding concern was to have
a single quarter-ton truck design rather than
three separate types, and the wrangling contin-
ued. The Quartermaster Corps continued to
favor Ford, which made a critical concession in
the late summer of 1941 by offering to manu-
facture its quarter-ton truck on the basis of the
Willys design. The QMC expanded production
to Ford.

Early production models of the quarter-ton
truck rolled off the assembly lines, and the
demand grew after the signing of the Lend-
Lease Act whereby neutral America assisted its
warring, hard-pressed allies. A number of the
vehicles were shipped to Great Britain and the
Soviet Union, and there was interest in much
larger supplies. Eventually, about 2,675 Ban-
tam, 3,650 Ford, and 1,500 Willys jeeps were
passed to Britain and Russia as part of the
Lend-Lease program.

The smallest of the U.S. Army’s trucks, the
standard jeep had remarkable power, stamina,
and maneuverability. It was 11 feet long and 4
feet high and had a maximum highway speed
of 50 miles per hour. It could carry five soldiers
or 800 pounds of cargo, and, when fully
loaded, covered 20 miles on a gallon of gaso-
line. Besides troops, the jeep would be called
upon to haul ammunition, medical supplies,
rations, and communications gear and was
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capable of towing small artillery
pieces or even some types of small
aircraft.

Special fittings enabled the jeep to
serve as a machine-gun platform,
ambulance, firefighting vehicle, or
radio patrol car. The little vehicle
towed supply trailers and 37mm
antitank guns and could mount all
types of machine guns, recoil-less
rifles, Wasp flamethrowers, and
both bazookas and multitube rocket
launchers. It also carried forward
artillery observers and was used to
lay telephone cables.

The jeep could cross bridges too
weak to support heavier vehicles,
was easily transported by air in
American Waco and British Horsa
gliders, and could be dropped by
parachute. The vehicle was some-
times modified to provide motive
power on railways and could tra-
verse all types of terrain. Armor was
added to some jeeps for “shoot-and-scoot”
operations, and amphibian jeeps (seeps) were to
see service in the 1942-1943 North African
campaign and with Soviet Army reconnais-
sance units on the Eastern Front.

Many variants of the jeep were developed
during the war. The Canadian Army Proving
Establishment in Ontario built a tracked jeep in
the autumn of 1942; a six-wheel “Super Jeep”
was developed for the U.S. Army as a person-
nel carrier or field ambulance, but it never
entered production; and a lengthened armored-
car “Super Jeep,” also with six wheels, was
tested in 1942 for the Army’s Tank Destroyer
Command. The program was terminated. The
most bizarre variant, however, was the
ungainly, rotor-powered British “Rotabuggy”
flying jeep. Towed by an Armstrong Whitworth
twin-engine bomber, the Rotabuggy was devel-
oped for the British airborne forces, but the
increased use of Horsa and Waco gliders made
the program unnecessary.

An estimated total of 653,568 jeeps—stan-
dard and modified—were produced by the time
the war ended in 19435. The majority were built
by Willys-Overland.

A number of theories surfaced about the ori-
gin of the vehicle’s name. Before its universal
acceptance, manufacturers and the press came
up with such names as Peep, Bug, Midget, and
Quad, while the British dubbed it the Blitz
Buggy. Amphibious and winterized versions
were known as the Quack and Penguin. Many
people believed the name was derived from the
official designation of “GP” (general purpose).
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A corpsman holds a plasma bottle and rides beside a wounded man aboard
an ambulance jeep on Okinawa in the spring of 1945. Although the ambu-
lance jeep was used on all fronts, it gained a reputation for being some-
what unstable on narrow, mountainous roads.

The term “jeep” had been around for many
years—an Army slang word for anything that
was insignificant, awkward, or silly. “Jeepy”
meant foolish. Army mechanics in World War
I called any new vehicle a jeep, while in the
Army of the 1930s the term referred to a
recruit. The name became more popular in Sep-
tember 1937 with the arrival of the cartoon
character Eugene the Jeep in Elzie C. Segar’s
syndicated Popeye comic strip. Eugene resem-
bled a dog, came from Africa, and enjoyed a
diet of orchids.

The name was used by Irving “Red” Haus-
mann, a Willys-Overland test driver, during tri-
als at Camp Holabird to distinguish his com-
pany’s vehicle from its Bantam and Ford
competitors. When the Washington Daily
News ran a story in February 1941 about the
Army’s new quarter-ton truck, the name jeep
caught the public eye and stuck.

The jeep served in every theater of war and
became a byword for mobility and reliability. It
was employed for every conceivable military
purpose compatible with its size. In rear areas,
it was used widely for messenger and light
cargo duties, as a staff car, and as transport for
military police and Navy shore patrol units.

The use of jeeps increased dramatically
through 1942 as America and its allies went
on the offensive against the German, Italian,
and Japanese foes. Jeeps struggled through
swamps and jungle as U.S. 1st Marine Divi-
sion and Army soldiers fought a six-month
battle to secure Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands, and Australian troops used the vehi-

cles to negotiate the forbidding ter-
rain of New Guinea.

In the Mediterranean theater, jeeps

rolled through the dust of Algeria,
Morocco, and Tunisia after the
Allied invasion of North Africa in
November 1942. In the Western
Desert, meanwhile, jeeps laden with
jerry cans, ammunition, rations, and
Vickers K and .50-caliber Browning
machine guns carried men of the leg-
endary British Long-Range Desert
Group and the Special Air Service as
they made hit-and-run raids on air-
fields, supply dumps, and communi-
cations lines behind the lines of Field
Marshal Erwin Rommel’s vaunted
Afrika Korps.
After the launching of Operation
Husky in July 1943, jeeps toiled up
and down the scrubby ridges of
mountainous Sicily with the British
Eighth and U.S. Seventh Armies.
Then, the stalwart little trucks tra-
versed the muddy trails and crags of mainland
Italy as the Eighth and Fifth armies fought a
bitter, two-year struggle against Field Marshal
Albert Kesselring’s German armies. Lt. Gen.
Mark W. Clark, the rangy, flamboyant com-
mander of the Allied Fifth Army, rode in a jeep
when British, American, and Free French forces
rolled into Rome on June 4, 1944.

After the British, U.S., Canadian, Free
French, and Polish assault divisions landed on
five Normandy beaches early on June 6, 1944,
jeeps were widely used under several national
colors. The Americans rode them during the
July breakout from the beachheads while the
British and Canadian Armies, battling the bulk
of German panzer strength in the Caen area,
used them as ambulances. SAS and French
Resistance units raced in them behind enemy
lines in Normandy. Lt. Gen. Jacques Philippe
Leclerc rode in a jeep when he led his proud
French 2nd Armored Division into Paris on
August 25, 1944.

The little Ford and Willys-Overland stalwarts
were indispensable to the Allied forces in every
theater of operation. Correspondent Pyle, who
followed the Gls through North Africa, Sicily,
Italy, France, and the Pacific, wrote, “Good
Lord, I don’t think we could continue the war
without the jeep. It does everything.”

General Bernard L. Montgomery, comman-
der of the powerful British 21st Army Group,
sometimes chose the vehicle over a Humber
staff car or his office trailer. Lt. Gen. George S.
Patton Jr. occasionally rode in a customized
Willys-Overland jeep in North Africa, Sicily,



Mountain troops test the relative merits of the jeep and the mule during training in 1942.

and as his freewheeling U.S. Third Army
pushed toward the River Rhine. In Normandy,
before his untimely death, Brig. Gen. Theodore
Roosevelt, Jr., feisty assistant commander of the
U.S. 4th Infantry Division, used a battered jeep
bearing the name Rough Rider, in honor of his
famous father’s Spanish-American War cavalry
regiment.

Jeeps were air-dropped with the Allied air-
borne divisions in Operation Market-Garden
on September 17, 1944, and the robust little
vehicles hauled 6-pounder antitank guns when
men of the British 1st Airborne Division
marched into Arnhem, Holland, for their
valiant, doomed stand at the “bridge too far.”
In 1944, infantry glider regiments were
equipped with 24 jeeps, while parachute regi-
ments had 17. On many U.S. and British air-
fields in England, meanwhile, radio-mounting
jeeps were used extensively for runway control,
towing, and guard duties.

Armored and lengthened jeeps and others
improvised as snowplows served in besieged
Bastogne and elsewhere in the Ardennes after
the German breakthrough on December 16,
1944. Jeeps were in the thick of the fighting as
Patton’s Third Army and British units stabilized
the critical situation in the Bulge, and they
rolled across the Rhine with British, American,
and Canadian armored, infantry, and artillery
formations in the early spring of 1945.

Thousands of miles to the east, jeeps were in
the forefront and performing a multitude of
tasks as British Commonwealth and American
forces cleared the Japanese from Burma, China,
and numerous island groups across the Pacific.
From fetid Guadalcanal to the black sands of
Iwo Jima and arid Okinawa, jeeps were relied
on and highly valued by thousands of U.S.
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Marine Corps, Army, Navy, Army Air Forces,
and Coast Guard personnel, from privates and
seamen to generals and admirals.

Jeeps were still in wide use after the Germans
and Japanese were vanquished in May and Sep-
tember 19435, respectively. They carried mili-
tary police units in Berlin, Tokyo, and Paris;
U.S. Constabulary personnel in occupied Ger-
many; and combined British-U.S.-French-Soviet
MP patrols in Vienna.

Late in the war, jeeps were used by the
British, American, and International Red Cross
when the Nazi concentration camps were being
liberated in Germany, Poland, Austria, and
Russia.

World War II jeeps were featured in Bill
Mauldin’s popular, widely syndicated Willie and
Joe cartoons, and the vehicle was revered by all
who served in World War II. It was one of the
most widely used and dependable pieces of
ground warfare equipment in the Allied arsenal,
along with the American Garand M-1 infantry
rifle, Sherman medium tank, and bazooka rocket
launcher; the British universal carrier, 25-
pounder field gun, and 6-pounder antitank gun;
and the Russian T-34 medium tank.

Standard and modified jeeps were widely
used later by Allied forces in the 1950-1953
Korean War; by the French in Algeria and Viet-
nam; by British and French troops in the
abortive 1956 Suez Canal action; by United
Nations truce patrols in Cyprus; by Israeli
forces in Egypt and Sinai in the 1960s and
1970s, and by U.S. Army and Marine Corps
units in Lebanon and Grenada. o

Author Michael D. Hull is a frequent contrib-
utor to WWII History. He resides in Enfield,
Connecticut.

Call Toll Free
888-493-0716

www.fashionablecanes.com

QQ * BK Tours & Travel, LLC.

Back to Norm andy

4-17 August 2012

Tour Highlights
Caen (D-Day Museum, Battle sites & City) —
Pegasus Bridge — Merville Battery — Ouisterham &
Atlantic Wall Museum — British & Canadian

Beaches — Mulberry Harbor — Longue sur Mer
(German coastal battery) — Omaha Beach — Pointe
du Hoc — Ste. Mere Eglise — Utah Beach -
Brecourt Manor — Mont St-Michel - Falaise
Pocket - Giverny — Versailles - Paris & more,

Tour Package Includes:

Roundtrip air - Washington, DC to Paris
Motor coach & transfers

12 nights in Deluxe & 1st Class hotels
Certain meals (see itinerary)

Admission to listed tour sights

English speaking guide

Travel Insurance

info@bktravel.com www.bktravel.com
703 250-3044 1-888 528-7735

JULY 2012 WWII HISTORY

17



18

PIOfileS | By Raymond E. Bell |

National Archives

Author Collection

A Civilian in
MacArthur’s Air Force

Stephen P. Duggan, Jr., evaluated the performance _
of Allied air forces in the Southwest Pacific. y “y;

STEPHEN PIERCE DUGGAN, JR., WANTED TO BE A UNITED STATES MARINE.WHEN
the United States entered World War II, Steve was all set to do his part. He had been in the New
York National Guard, but his work in the law firm of Simpson, Thatcher and Bartlett prevented
much participation in his unit’s prewar activities. When it came time to stand up and be counted,
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ABOVE: Stephen Duggan, a civilian serving
in the South Pacific during assessment of Allied

however, Steve was ready—but his back was not. He was turned down for any active military ser- bombing efforts, is shown in a 1945 photo

vice because of lumbar problems, which precluded any strenuous exercise. taken while he underwent an Army Air
Duggan, nevertheless, was not to be denied. If he could not put on a uniform as a member of the Forces course for operations analysts. TOP: A

armed forces, he still figured there was some way that he could serve. As it so happened there was. B-25 medium bomber of the U.S. Fifth Air Force

What became his wartime service turned into an intriguing assignment—that of being the only civil- bowmbs a etz freighter in t'he.hur!.)o'r'of
Rabaul on the island of New Britain. Civilian

ian' in a unique endeavor with the po'te'ntial of signiﬁ.cant impa.ct on the futqre UsS. Alr .Force. His i o e il e e e
assignment was to the Southwest Pacific (SWPAC) Air Evaluation Board as its sole civilian. ness of Allied bombing efforts in the theater.
World War II provided the rapidly expanded Army Air Corps the opportunity to confirm with
deeds what had previously been touted with words, that air power was to be a, if not the, deci- ~ States Strategic Bombing Survey.
sive factor in modern warfare. In 1944, General Henry “Hap” Arnold, the air arm’s top general, A potential challenge to conducting such a
seized the opportunity to document the achievements, efficiency, and potential of the maturing  study in the SWPAC was that the area of oper-
air force, and he directed that the air effort be evaluated in the different theaters of operation. An  ations was the exclusive domain of General
implication underlying these studies was that they could strengthen the positions of airpower — Douglas MacArthur. He guarded his preroga-
advocates in their rivalries with the ground forces and the U.S. Navy. Unfortunately, the study  tives closely, one of which was to keep tight
results appear to have been overshadowed by the results contained in the controversial United  control on air operations in his theater. Along
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with the strategic bombing campaign by Boe-
ing B-29 Superfortress bombers against the
Japanese homeland, especially those flown
from bases in the Mariana Islands, the only
other major sustained Army Air Force (AAF)
campaign in the Pacific was conducted under
the auspices of MacArthur and his innovative
airman, Lt. Gen. George C. Kenney. Neither in
terms of variety, territory covered, nor length of
time expended did the aerial operations on the
Pacific Rim by the big bombers flying from
Pacific bases or the Chinese mainland against
the Japanese homeland challenge those of the
U.S. Army Air Forces in the Southwest Pacific.
Clearly lessons were to be learned there.

Whereas the strategic bombing against the
principal Japanese islands led directly to win-
ning the war, practically demolishing the coun-
try’s economic capacity to conduct warfare,
MacArthur’s air forces stood to prove that tac-
tical, strategic, and airlift operations well inte-
grated with ground and sea maneuvers were an
important, if not the most important, key to
ultimate victory.

Under the capable Kenney, the Far East Air
Forces became a model for the exploitation of
short-, medium-, and long-range aircraft defeat-
ing a tenacious enemy spread over a vast area.
Eventually placed under Kenney’s command
were the Fifth U.S. Air Force, the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force, the Thirteenth U.S. Air Force,
the Royal New Zealand Air Force, the 1st
Marine Air Wing, and the Seventh U.S. Air
Force. It was this group of air forces that
Arnold directed one of the five Air Evaluation
Boards that he had organized to scrutinize.

The specific task of the Air Evaluation Board
to which Duggan was assigned was to evaluate
objectively all aspects of air operations in the
Southwest Pacific, from destroying enemy air-
craft to the adequacy of living facilities for
black airmen. The evaluations were published
in a series of reports beginning in the late spring
of 1945. Their basic aim was to evaluate the
training of pilots, bombardiers, gunners, and
other airmen and to report on the combat effi-
ciency of aircraft and related weapons.

But what of the role of the only civilian on
the board’s primary staff, a unique position for
a man who had no previous connection with
any air arm of the United States military estab-
lishment?

Duggan’s principal task was that of chief ana-
lyst. One could rightfully question the value of
having a civilian with no experience in air oper-
ations analyze their effectiveness in a critical
war zone. A closer look, however, provides
some plausible answers. First, as a highly
trained lawyer, Duggan brought a wealth of
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Civilian Stephen Duggan traveled with Major General William E. Lynd, director of the Southwest Pacific Air
Evaluation Board, aboard the general’s personal dircraft, a modified B-25 Mitchell bomber. Duggan is
shown standing at far right in this group photo.

experience to analyzing situations that came
before the board. Second, his reputation as a
fine lawyer brought a large measure of credi-
bility to his work. And third, with no ax to
grind he could apply a high degree of objectiv-
ity to the evaluations, which were expected to
be severely challenged, not only by the U.S.
Army ground forces but by the U.S. Navy and
its air arm as well.

In a March 30, 1945, speech, Duggan tried
to give a specially selected group of civilians
that he helped recruit for a proposed augmen-
tation to the SWPAC Air Evaluation Board a
feeling of why they, uninitiated like himself,
were chosen for the tasks ahead. He told them
it was not necessary to know anything about air
operations, but as a keen group of professional
men their analytical training made them logical
candidates for the job.

Unlike the scores of other civilian experts in
the Southwest Pacific, as a member of the eval-
uation board Duggan was not expected to have
specific knowledge about the operations and
air units as employed by Kenney, at least at the
beginning of his tour. In fact, he bluntly stated
that a lot of what he might contribute would be
naive and his suggestions unproductive because
he lacked the necessary experience. However,
because he looked at a situation in a different
light from the military participants, he was
making the required contribution.

The board for the Southwest Pacific was
established in July 1944 along with four others,
one each for the European, the Mediterranean,

the Central Pacific, and the China-Burma-India
Theaters. The genesis of the boards apparently
came from Arnold’s learning of the British
Royal Air Force establishment of such boards
in 1942. Upon his return from the Normandy
battlefield, having observed how the British
boards operated, Arnold decided to establish
the five boards. The British board, according
to Duggan was “to get removed from day to
day operations, get back a ways, and try to take
a more long-range overall picture of RAF oper-
ations.” Arnold was evidently impressed with
this objective approach.

Colonel W.B. Leach, AAF chief of the Oper-
ations Analysis Division, hired Duggan for the
SWPAC board in August 1944. Duggan was to
work directly for Maj. Gen. William E. Lynd,
the board’s director. In September Duggan trav-
eled to Brisbane, Australia, the site of
MacArthur’s and Kenney’s headquarters. He
reported to Lynd for duty, arriving at a time
when MacArthur’s air forces were preparing to
support his return to the Philippines. This effort
was considered the fourth and next to last
phase of air operations in the Southwest Pacific.
The offensive in western New Guinea, the third
phase, was winding up.

As MacArthur’s unified forces advanced
westward in New Guinea, Kenney took full
control of the U.S. Thirteenth Air Force. This
placed him in command of two air forces, the
Fifth and the Thirteenth plus that of the Aus-
tralians. His overall command then became
designated the Far East Air Forces. On August



5, 1944, Kenney further took command of the
1st Marine Corps Air Wing and the Royal New
Zealand Air Force. Thus, Duggan arrived in the
SWPAC at an important time in the restructur-
ing and enlarging of Kenney’s responsibility.

Duggan’s and the board’s arrival in the bat-
tle area also came at an auspicious time con-
sidering MacArthur’s modus operandi. Since
MacArthur demanded total control over oper-
ations, he was suspicious of any threat of inter-
ference. Prior to Kenney’s arrival in 1942,
MacArthur had caused his two predecessors to
be reassigned. When Kenney arrived at head-
quarters in Brisbane, MacArthur made no
bones about his dissatisfaction with the Amer-
ican air effort. Kenney took quick action and
soon won a secure place among MacArthur’s
subordinates.

At the same time, Kenney, who was very com-
bative in pushing the theater’s air operations, also
took on the AAF high command in Washington,
making friends with members of Arnold’s staff
and frequently irritating Arnold with his persis-
tence. By August 1944, MacArthur and Kenney
had become a smoothly coordinated and effec-
tive team. The evaluation board was arriving
when the air effort was in top form.

It is not hard to imagine what Kenney would
have thought when Lynd, a potential spy for
authorities in Washington, turned up at
MacArthur’s headquarters as the director of
some evaluation board. It is significant, there-
fore, that the board’s implementing directive
clearly laid out its purpose and the parameters
within which it was to work. The purpose was
to make an impartial judgment of the conduct
and effectiveness of air attack in MacArthur’s
theater of operations. In no way was the board
to resemble that of an inspector general while at
the same time having broad access to combat
units and free movement throughout the area.

How much the statement of purpose allayed
the suspicions of an individual such as
MacArthur as he greeted a host of potential
Washington “spies” is a matter of conjecture.
Nowhere in Kenney’s memoirs or in
MacArthur’s Airman, a comprehensive look at
Kenney’s air efforts, is there mention of the
presence of the evaluation board in the SWPAC
theater. When Lynd submitted the Plan of Air
Evaluation, SWPAC to Kenney on December
1, 1944, Kenney wholeheartedly endorsed it,
at least on paper. In his endorsement Kenney
supported a thorough evaluation of the effec-
tiveness of the FEAF operations, citing the plan
as excellent. At the same time he supported a
large increase in the number of personnel on
the board, the selection of whom would
become a major task for Duggan.
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Reflecting his confidence in Kenney and sure
that Kenney’s innovative combat techniques
had much to offer in conducting such opera-
tions in the future, MacArthur also whole-
heartedly endorsed the plan. If he had any reser-
vations about adverse publicity emanating from
the results of the evaluation, he certainly did
not reveal them when he added his endorse-
ment to Kenney’s. He stated that an evaluation
is a major function of the military establish-
ment from which the armed forces had not
reaped the full benefits in past wars.

MacArthur, with his eye on his place in mil-
itary history, could see an opportunity for the
findings of this board to solidify his name in
the conduct of successful air operations as well
as those on the ground. That he could count on
Kenney to see that his interests were protected
made it possible for him to allow wide latitude
in the inquisitiveness of any evaluation board,
no matter how innocuous its mission statement
might seem.

Indeed, Lynd does not appear to have
become a MacArthur antagonist. Major dis-
agreements do not seem to have arisen during
the course of the board’s proceedings. Duggan,
of all those on the board, had the least to lose
if any conflict should arise. He was on leave of
absence from his law firm from September 1,
1944, until July 1, 1945, and subsequently
extended to September 1, 1945. He could have
easily returned to the law firm had he been sub-
jected to any official pressure to cover up dis-
agreements. In Duggan’s August 25, 1945,
draft report at the end of his mandated service,
his allusion to any problems encountered was
simply “reluctance of Far Eastern Air Forces to
provide the necessary facilities for the work of
the Board.”

Other factors, however, greatly delayed
accomplishment of the board’s purpose. Con-
sidering the competition for resources which
were initially constrained by a “Europe first”
strategy in Washington, it is not surprising that
reporting accomplishments became problem-
atic during the first phase of the board’s oper-
ation. By May 1, 1945, Duggan recorded that
in the previous nine months the board had pro-
duced precious little for its work, and those few
reports submitted had no particular signifi-
cance. Inhibiting factors included the time ana-
lyzing problems in the area, the preparation of
an agenda of studies, and then an acceptable
plan of evaluation that also took time for the
approval process to take place. In addition, the
turbulence created by an influx of board per-
sonnel unfamiliar with the board’s work, the
development of an administrative organization,
the constant shifting of AAF personnel, and

WWIIHISTORY JULY 2012

National Archives

Shown in the cockpit of a Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress bomber, General George C. K
air forces that supported the ground offensive of General Douglas MacArthur in the Southwest Pacific and
won praise for combat efficiency and innovation.

finally Lynd’s two months of illness impeded
progress.

Duggan, therefore, did little report analysis
during the first three quarters of the year. He
did travel extensively. In the first four months
of his tour, he flew around the theater to get to
know the Army Air Forces personnel while tak-
ing part in conferences designed to familiarize
board members with air operations, both those
of the past and those contemplated for the
future. The experience and knowledge gained
on these trips were used to make a preliminary
appraisal of the course of action the board
should take in fulfilling its mission. The tours
also helped to establish the board’s credibility
for objectivity and allowed board members to
win the confidence of those being evaluated.

Then in November 1944, while MacArthur
was slugging it out with the Japanese on Leyte
Island in the Philippines, Duggan and the few
board members present for duty prepared what
became known as the “Plan of Evaluation”
dated December 1, 1944. The War Department
approved the plan in two months. The plan
requested that an additional 100 officers, 150
enlisted personnel, and 65 civilians be autho-
rized and allotted to the board and that they be
made available January 1, 1945—arguably a
very short lead time.

With evidently no reports to evaluate in the
late winter of 1944, Duggan received the task
of acting as Lynd’s personal representative in
selecting the additional civilian personnel. This
necessitated his returning to the United States,
which he did in the first two weeks of January
1945.
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enney commanded the

In his August 25, 1945, draft memorandum
Duggan recounted his effort in detail. Through
a screening of some 15,000 names of potential
civilian candidates provided by the Officer Pro-
curement Section of the Army Service Forces,
Duggan selected 1,200 to be interviewed. He
personally interviewed approximately 500.
From that number he selected 46 with various
occupations and from different geographic loca-
tions. Among those selected were lawyers,
bankers, journalists, academicians, men in pub-
lic life, and statisticians. There were also tech-
nical experts in fields such as aeronautical engi-
neering, radar and radio engineering, armament
engineering, and even a psychologist.

The group assembled at the Army Air Force
School of Applied Tactics in Orlando, Florida,
in March 1945 for an indoctrination course.
On March 30, Duggan took part in a confer-
ence at which he addressed the role of opera-
tions analysts on the Air Force Evaluation
Boards. He started off in a rather jocular vein
by saying, “No doubt, gentlemen, when this
horde of civilians descended on this school
within the last week or ten days, there was con-
siderable confusion engendered as to just what
they were doing, why they were here, what the
purpose of our work is.”

After trying to distinguish between the other
civilians working for the Army Air Forces and
those on the evaluation boards and telling of
his own experiences in the Southwest Pacific,
there was little doubt that confusion as to their
future still remained in the minds of Duggan’s
audience. Considering that his own board was
still feeling its way in trying to evaluate air oper-



ations, it was understandable that Duggan
could not completely ignore all his group’s
apprehensions about their own tasks.

Unfortunately, Duggan’s extensive inter-
viewing and selection of personnel all went for
naught. Just as his group got ready to entrain
for San Francisco on April 6 to fly on to
Manila, the War Department cancelled the
large-scale civilian board participation.
Dejected, Duggan returned with the group
from Orlando to Washington, where he tried
for three weeks to place those still interested in
contributing to the war effort in other positions
in the government.

Duggan believed that the project to bring
more civilians on to the board was canceled by
General George C. Marshall, U.S. Army Chief
of Staff, for a number of reasons. The war in
Europe was obviously coming to an end, with
Allied forces running rampant throughout the
German heartland. There would soon be a sur-
plus of Army Air Forces officers available to
take the place of the discharged civilians. At the
same time Arnold had come to feel that he
could not justify having positions filled by civil-
ians when there was soon to be a plethora of
military personnel available.

The war in the Pacific, however, could well
go on into 1946 and beyond with the invasion
of the home islands of Japan and the bitter
fighting anticipated there. The emphasis was
now being shifted to that theater, but with no
immediate end in sight, and the need for con-
tinued war production and a developing short-
age of manpower in the United States, the need
for civilian labor in the work force was increas-
ing sharply. For the evaluation board in the
Southwest Pacific, the implications of the for-
going were clear and the result was aborting of
part of the plan to have more civilians other
than Duggan work on the board.

A disappointed Duggan returned to Manila
in May to take on the task of evaluating the
reports that were beginning to trickle into the
directorate. Delays kept hampering the organi-
zation of the effort so that May and June
slipped away before the board’s composition
was finally firmed up and serious evaluation
work undertaken. By July 1, Duggan allowed,
“It may be said that the Board was at last orga-
nized, its personnel familiar with its functions,
its various teams actively engaged in making
the studies, and its headquarters located and
adequately established in Manila.”

Duggan’s remaining time on the board, how-
ever, was short. His law firm had already
extended his tour until the end of August. By
September 1 both he and Lynd were back in the
United States. The war ended shortly after-

ward, and the Army Air Forces released Dug-
gan rejoin his law firm.

What then had been accomplished, and what
would be the final outcome of the Southwest
Pacific Air Evaluation Board’s efforts?

It should be noted first, however, just how
vigorous and successful MacArthur’s air force
was because Kenney’s efforts framed the con-
text of the documents the board produced.
MacArthur in his Reminiscences often cited the
effectiveness of the multinational air forces
under Kenney’s command. MacArthur had
high praise for Kenney.

MacArthur wrote that none of the brilliant air
commanders in the war surpassed Kenney in
aggressive vision, mastery of air tactics and strat-
egy, and the ability to exact the maximum from
both men and equipment. He cited Kenney’s
extraordinary capacity at improvisation and tak-
ing a poor performing force and improving it to
the point where it took command of the air every
time it engaged the enemy.

There can be little doubt that MacArthur
would have liked to see the achievements of
Kenney and his airmen recorded for posterity as
models for the future integrated operations of
the Army Air Forces. By giving great credence
to the way Kenney was able to effectively com-
bine tactical, strategic, and airlift operations
under the most trying circumstances,
MacArthur was also in a position to enhance
his own reputation when it came to the effec-
tive use of air power.

It was, therefore, in MacArthur’s interest that
the Air Evaluation Board be as thorough in its
proceeding as possible, for he, as well as the
Army Air Forces, had much to gain and noth-
ing to lose in having all aspects of air opera-
tions recorded as objectively as possible. With
air power’s future firmly in mind, the fact that
there were many valuable lessons to be learned
from Kenney’s air operations could not help but
make the evaluation board’s work all the more
productive.

In terms of output, the board’s accomplish-
ments were impressive. A review of one regis-
ter of U.S. Air Force documents, for example,
shows that 11 of 25 titles with the words “air
evaluation board” in them were specifically
entitled Air Evaluation Board/Southwest
Pacific Area. Other document titles which
direct attention to that theater of operations
are, Allied Air Forces Southwest Pacific Area,
Air Evaluation Board: Notes Southwest Pacific
Area, Luzon Campaign—Exhibits, Far East Air
Forces, and Far East Air Service Command.
Seven titles provide no specific clues as to
whether their content includes anything of

Continued on page 71
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Britain’s Deadliest
Enemy?

Prime Minister Winston Churchill
labeled Haj Amin Al-Hussaini, the
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, as such.

LIKE ALL PALESTINIANS AND MOST ARABS, HA] AMIN AL-HUSSAINI NOT ONLY
looked forward to an Axis Pact victory in World War II but also saw it as a means of defeating
what he believed was a joint British-Jewish conspiracy to foist an Israelite homeland on the Mid-
dle East that would be to the detriment of his own people.

An Arab officer in the Turkish Ottoman Army in World War I, the young, familial, dynastic
figure rose to political fame and power at an early age by helping to restore two Arab holy places
in Jerusalem, hit his stride during the late 1930s, and reached the zenith of his fame by 1946, its
nadir after 1948, and its twilight between 1950 and 1974.

The first true nationalist Palestinian politician, Haj Amin succeeded his late brother as the
British-appointed Grand Mufti of Jerusalem (a title his family had held since 1789) in 1921 at
age 26 as a law-and-order candidate, then used his two primarily religious titles to create, cement,
and expand a political base from which he became the godfather of the later feared Palestinian
Liberation Organization (PLO), which Yasser Arafat inherited from him upon Haj Amin’s death
in 1974. He served as Grand Mulfti for life, 1921-1974.

Originally a supporter of the British Empire Mandate in the Holy Land during the first nine years
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of his tenure of office, the Grand Mufti’s moment
of truth and parting of the ways with the United
Kingdom came in 1936 when the British allowed
into Arab Palestine a vast expansion of global
Jewish immigration, more than 400,000 people.

From this, the Arabs feared that within a very
few years they would be engulfed by a growing
Jewish population that would ultimately dwarf
their own numbers. Simultaneously, the Jews
were also buying up vast tracts of Arab land in
Palestine as well.

For his part, Haj Amin believed sincerely that
the British meant to install a Jewish national state
with or without Arab Palestinian consent, and
one moreover that would dominate the entire
region. Thus, the Grand Mufti came to person-
ify the first and most vocal opponent of the
future State of Israel, as well as the first to openly
challenge the British Mandate politically.

The subsequent Second Arab revolt of 1936-
1939 (the first being that of Prince Faisal and
Lawrence of Arabia in 1916-1918) was
crushed by the British Army in the spring of
1939, leading the Mulfti to flee for his life, hav-
ing been both an ally and then a foe of the
Mandatory British.

As Haj Amin escaped first to Lebanon, from
which to direct an ongoing guerrilla war in his
homeland, the British Mandate High Commis-
sioner junked all plans for an effective partition
of Palestine between Jew and Arab, a partition
that would in fact be accomplished after the
war, in 1948.

In the fall of 1939, Haj Amin left Lebanon
for Iraq where, for the next year, he plotted
with native right-wing Iraqi Prime Minister

ABOVE: Haj Amin Al-Hussaini, Grand Mufti of
Jerusalem, confers with Hitler in Berlin in
December 1941. The Mufti courted German
support for the Arab cause but never received
the tangible military support he sought. LEFT: In
a show of force, the British Scots Guards parade
in Palestine during the Arab Revolt of 1936.
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Rashid Ali to forestall the British there, then
align that state and, indeed, all of the Arab
world, with the Axis Pact in Europe against
what was perceived as their common enemy:
the British-French-Jewish alliance that would
later include both Russia and the United States.

It was their joint conviction that only
through an Axis victory in the Middle East
would the British Army and the Mandate be
driven out and Palestine granted its indepen-
dence by none other than German Fiihrer and
Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler.

Both men billed themselves wrongly as the
sole leader of the Arab world, while their
domestic opponents disputed these claims,
fought the Mandate and its Zionist allies, and
feared that Hitler would be a far greater tyrant
than King George VI in far-off London.

In this belief, they were not entirely wrong,
either, as the Fithrer mused confidently aloud of
“the period after the conquest of the Mideast”
as being appropriate for the Nazis to anoint an
Arab leader there.

Meanwhile, the revolt was stamped out in Iraq
in May 1941, the Red Army marched into Iran,
Palestine was still occupied by the Mandate, and
a civil war continued to rage there. In Libya and
then Egypt, the German Afrika Korps piled up
victories against the hated British as thrilled Arab
mothers named their newborn sons Adolf and
Erwin, the latter for German Field Marshal
Rommel, the Desert Fox. The Grand Mulfti,
meanwhile, approved both the civil war and
murder in Palestine from abroad.

On May 9, 1941, the day before the peace
flight to Scotland by Nazi Deputy Fiihrer
Rudolf Hess, Haj Amin declared a Muslim
jihad (holy war) against Great Britain as “the
greatest foe of Islam” and incited anti-Jewish
riots in Baghdad. Rashid Ali’s revolt there
failed, mainly because German and fascist Ital-
ian military aid did not arrive in time, but Haj
Amin blamed instead a Jewish fifth column.

The Grand Mufti fled for the next 20 months
to Iran and on June 13, 1941, was invited by
the German Foreign Office to formally visit the
Third Reich. Haj Amin hid in the Japanese
embassy in Tehran until sneaking into Turkey
in disguise in October, using a false passport.

According to his biographer Zvi Elpeleg, in
The Grand Mufti: Haj Amin Al-Hussaini,
Founder of the Palestinian National Move-
ment, “Germany was considered friendly since
it was not an imperialistic country.” The Third
Reich had no overseas colonies then.

On his way to Berlin, Haj Amin resided in
Rome from October 11 to November 5, 1941,
as a formally recognized representative of the
new Arab National Party, and pressed for Axis
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In 1937, while the Arab Revolt still
smoldered, Haj Amin leaves the offices of the

Palestine Royal Commission along with
attendants and bodyguards.

recognition of a fascist Arab state that would
include Iraq, Syria, Palestine, and Transjordan.
During a summit conference with the Fascist
Duce, Mussolini told Haj Amin, “If the Jews
want a state, they should establish Tel Aviv in
America.... They are our enemies ... and there
will be no place for them in Europe.”

Haj Amin also met with Italian Foreign Min-
ister Count Galeazzo Ciano. He then spent
November 6-28, 1941, in Berlin, holding a
series of meetings with German Foreign Minis-
ter Joachim von Ribbentrop and his able
deputy, State Secretary Baron Ernst von Weis-
zacker, and then Hitler himself. The latter told
the Grand Mufti that there would be no Axis
Pact commitment to the Arab world until after
the German armies conquered the Soviet Cau-
casus, which never happened entirely.

Nevertheless, Haj Amin began pro-Axis
radio propaganda broadcasts in May 1942 to
the Arab world. Despite this, the Nazis then
backed Rashid Ali instead, while Fascist Italy
tilted toward Haj Amin to spite the Germans.
Thus, under the Axis flag in the summer of
1942 at the very apex of Rommel’s desert vic-
tories against the Allies, Arab forces were raised
to fight for both the Axis Pact and Islam.

On February 17, 1945, holed up 50 feet
below ground in his Berlin Reich Chancellery
bunker, Hitler analyzed his mistakes as he saw
them in his political testament. He wrote, “Our
Italian ally has been a source of embarrassment
to us everywhere. It was this alliance, for
instance, which prevented us from pursuing a
revolutionary policy in North Africa.... This

territory was becoming an Italian preserve, and
it was as such that the Duce laid claim to it.

“Had we been on our own, we could have
emancipated the Muslim countries dominated
by France, and that would have had enormous
repercussions in the Near East, dominated by
Britain, and in Egypt, but with our fortunes
linked to those of the Italians, the pursuit of
such a policy was not possible.

“All Islam vibrated at the news of our victo-
ries! The Egyptians, the Iragis, and the whole
of the Near East were all ready to rise in revolt.
Just think what we could have done to help
them, even to incite them, as would have been
both our duty and in our own interest!

“But the presence of the Italians at our side
paralyzed us; it created a feeling of malaise
among our Islamic friends, who inevitably saw
in us accomplices, willing or unwilling, of their
oppressors.... We had a great chance of pursu-
ing a splendid policy with regard to Islam, but
we missed the bus, as we missed it on several
other occasions, thanks to our loyalty to the
Italian alliance!

“In this theater of operations, then, the Ital-
ians prevented us from playing our best card,
the emancipation of the French subjects and the
raising of the standard of revolt in the coun-
tries oppressed by the British.

“Such a policy would have aroused the
enthusiasm of the whole of Islam. It is a char-
acteristic of the Muslim world, from the shores
of the Atlantic to those of the Pacific, that what
affects one, for good or for evil, affects all....”

Thus, a total victory by Rommel in North
Africa in 1942 instead of the defeats that he
suffered at El Alamein and in Tunisia might
well have preceded a massive Arab rising in
favor of the Nazis despite Mussolini, who, in
1937 with Italian Colonial Governor Marshal
Italo Balbo of Libya at his side, raised the sym-
bolic “Sword of Islam” in vain hopes of secur-
ing the Arabs to his cause.

As it was, after the military demise of the
Axis forces in Africa in May 1943, these Arab
soldiers found themselves fighting as part of the
German Waffen SS in the Muslim parts of the
Balkans during 1943-1945.

When the British formed the Jewish Brigade,
Haj Amin countered with a like Arab unit. Dur-
ing 1944, Palestinian paratroopers trained by
the Germans in Holland were air-dropped into
the Holy Land to spread revolt and chaos; a
postwar second anti-Jewish Holocaust was
planned for the Middle East in the interim.

According to author Elpeleg, Hitler blamed
the Jews for the gas warfare in World War I that
almost claimed his sight for good, the U.S. entry
into the war in 1917, the 1918 overthrow of the
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Haj Amin inspects soldiers of a Muslim division of SS troops raised in the Balkans. This photograph was
taken in 1943, and the Germans saw the Grand Mufti as an advocate for Muslim soldiers in the SS.

Imperial German Second Reich, and the harsh
1919 Versailles peace treaty and its terms. Haj
Amin concurred in these views.

In his postwar memoirs and other writings,
the Grand Mufti insisted that he had not been

involved in the first Holocaust, but he had
opposed Jewish immigration from Nazi-occu-
pied Europe to Palestine in his meetings with
Hitler, SS Reichsfithrer Heinrich Himmler, and
von Ribbentrop, thus indirectly helping to pro-

vide more victims for the destructive maw of
the gas chambers.

A primary aim of the Greater German Reich
was the negation of a Jewish national home-
land in Palestine, and Haj Amin was quoted as
asserting that he was both delighted and
pleased by the Nazi Final Solution of the Jew-
ish Question during the four years that he spent
within Nazi Germany during 1941-1945.

With the end of the Axis war effort in North
Africa, Haj Amin turned his attention to the
scattered Muslim populations throughout the
Balkans. Two Waffen SS divisions were created
for them, Handschar and Kama.

With the loss of the war in May 1945, Haj
Amin slipped illegally into neutral Switzerland.
Returning to prostrate Germany, he was
arrested by the French and imprisoned at
Varenne, rightly fearing indictment by the Allies
as a war criminal at Nuremberg. He was saved
miraculously from this fate, however, when
General Charles de Gaulle personally inter-
vened on his behalf, possibly to spite his British
ally, Winston Churchill.

Thus, the Grand Mulfti escaped yet again
and was received at anti-British Cairo by
Egyptian King Farouk and later welcomed
back to Palestine as the unchallenged leader
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Covert Action in
Albania

The American 0SS conducted
operations in the Balkan nation of
Albania during World War I1.

ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 7, 1939, ALBANIA, THE SMALLEST OF THE BALKAN
countries, was invaded by Benito Mussolini’s Italian Fascist Army. This conquered land would
become a staging area for military operations against Greece and Yugoslavia.

The Fascist invasion ignited active resistance movements, as in other occupied countries. Ger-
man and Italian troops clustered in towns and villages along the Adriatic Sea and the Straits of
Otranto. They avoided the rugged mountains that were controlled by Albanian guerrillas. But civil
war broke out, and conflicts erupted between partisan forces holding different political philoso-
phies that generally were polarized along either communist or royalist-nationalist positions. By
1943, Enver Hoxha’s Communist National Liberation Front was in control of the Albanian resis-
tance movement. The communists represented the only viable guerrillas that were fighting the fas-
cists. The British Special Operations Executive (SOE) and the OSS had no choice but to support
Hoxha’s forces. The United States decided not to deploy OSS Special Operations teams to Alba-
nia in order to avoid being pulled into the fighting between guerrilla rivals and communist ele-
ments. However, five OSS Secret Intelligence units were inserted into Albania.

The first OSS team, designated the Tank Mission, was inserted by boat on the
night of December 31, 1943. Gunnery Sergeant Nick “Cooky” Kukich of the U.S.
Marine Corps was a member of the three-man unit that landed on an isolated sec-
tion of the Albanian coast from a fishing boat that had been launched from Bari,
Italy. Sergeant Kukich served as the team’s radio operator.

The Tank Mission was tasked with contacting Albanian guerrillas and estab-
lishing an intelligence network. The OSS and the British SOE members who were
already present in Albania had been charged with conducting operations that would
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Italian troops and
motorized units parade
through the streets of

Durazzon, Albania,

following the swift con-

quest of the tiny Balkan
nation by Mussolini’s
fascist armed forces.

| By John Mancini |

keep German and Italian forces busy to prevent
their deployment to the fighting in Italy.

The British, however, wanted the Americans
to submit to their command. The proposal was
flatly rejected. One of the SOE operatives was
British actor Anthony Quayle. Ironically, 18
years later, Quayle would play the part of a
British commando officer in the movie The
Guns of Navarone, a screenplay very similar to
his real-life special operations adventures dur-
ing World War IL

Facing the same political conflicts between
communists and nationalists in Albania that OSS
agents experienced in China, Yugoslavia, France,
and Greece, the Tank Mission made contact with
the Communist National Liberation Front
(FNC). Gunnery Sergeant Kukich and his two
comrades established an outpost in a large cave
on the Adriatic coast. The OSS Marine immedi-
ately began radio transmissions to Cairo, Egypt,
and Bari, Italy. By January 1944, Kukich and his
OSS team had created an active spy network in
Albania and were transmitting a steady flow of
messages to OSS communications
centers on enemy military activity
and the profile of guerrilla forces.
Kukich and the Tank Mission’s
secret intelligence operation were
so effective that the Germans
launched a major offensive to find
and destroy both the OSS and
SOE teams. Enemy pressure and
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Leaders of Albanian partisan forces point to
German positions on a map while a member of
the British Special Operations Executive
(SOE) looks on. Cooperative efforts between the
SOE, the American Office of Strategic Services
(0SS), and the resistance posed tremendous
problems for the Germans in Albania.

the illness of several Tank team members forced
their evacuation by sea in February 1944,
Kukich, however, remained behind.

After the withdrawal of the Americans,
Kukich operated with the British SOE from
their primitive coastal camp. During this time
he was the sole communication link for both
American and British radio transmissions to
OSS Headquarters in Bari. He and other Allied
special operations warriors were constantly on
the run from aggressive German patrols. Many
critical insertions and evacuations were con-
ducted because of his daring and persistence in
maintaining radio communication with Allied
command centers in Italy. Several sea evacua-
tions for British battle casualities were success-
fully coordinated by the lone OSS agent. His
transmissions were frequently interrupted by
the threat of discovery from nearby enemy
patrols, but the OSS listening post personnel
were confident that he would soon be back on
the air. As an OSS secret intelligence agent, he
was able to continue the development and
maintenance of an active Albanian espionage
system that provided highgrade intelligence to
Allied war planners.

Kukich reported one hairraising incident in
which the Albanian underground transmitted
an urgent report to the Allied special operations
camp that the Germans had located their posi-
tion and were on their way to eliminate them.
Kukich and the British agents swiftly withdrew
into the surrounding mountains and peered
down from caves and hideouts as the enemy
swarmed into their abandoned encampment.
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ABOVE: Accompanied by an Italian military vehicle, German mountain troops advance along a dirt
road in Albania in 1943. BELOW: Gunnery Sergeant Nick “Cooky” Kukich, fifth from left, stands with a
group of Albanian resistance fighters that includes communist leader Enver Hoxha, third from left,

who became dictator of the small country for 40 years after the end of World War II.
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The Nazi troops were in the gunsights of the
Allied agents, who reluctantly chose not to
open fire, fearing that the brutal enemy would
retaliate against the civilian population of a
nearby town.

In February 1944, U.S. Army Major Lloyd
Smith was inserted into Albania to conduct a res-
cue mission of Army nurses. In November 1943,
a group of 26 nurses was on a plane that was
forced down behind enemy lines in Albania. For-
tunately, the nurses were found by Albanian
guerrillas in a remote mountainous area and
were evacuated by sea in January 1944 to Italy
after an arduous monthlong hike to the coast.

Tragically, three of the nurses had been sep-
arated from the main party and were left
behind. Smith returned to Albania in February
1944 to rescue the remaining nurses. This time
he recruited Sergeant Kukich to help in the mis-
sion. Albanian guerrillas promised to bring the

nurses to an Allied special operations camp in
about 10 days.

As the date of the rendezvous approached,
Smith and Kukich feared that the Germans had
located their position and would attack at any
time. Smith states, “The situation was critical
at this time because we were expecting the Ger-
mans any day and I did not care to risk leaving
the base, pick up the nurses and return to find
it in German hands.”

On February 25, Smith enlisted Kukich’s
help. He reported, “We agreed that when we
received word that the Germans were coming,
we would leave together with a radio. In this
way we would still have communication to
arrange for bringing a ship to some safe place
along the southern coast for evacuation.” On
that same morning the two men fled the camp
to a hiding place in the mountains.

Major Smith continued, “On the 26th,
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Sergeant Cooky [Kukich]
and I traveled up a mountain
to the snowline. He carried
his radio and I carried both
of our packs. We waited in a
gully at the snowline until
dusk and then started
toward the top. After travel-
ing for four hours in the deep
snow and walking against a
wind that was knocking us
off our feet every few yards,
we decided to come back
down the mountain a few
hundred yards and find shel-
ter. At this time we came into
a hard rain. That night we
bundled together under a
rock ledge with our blankets.
The next morning I felt that
[ had not slept at all; however, Sergeant Kukich
insisted that I was both snoring and shivering,
not just shivering. The next morning, 27 Feb-
ruary, we spotted six Germans, at almost the
same time we were spotted by them. We tricked
them into believing that we were going down
the mountain and then continued on our way
over the top. Sergeant Kukich and I between us
had two K-Rations, which we made last for
three days.”

Several weeks passed without hearing from
the guerrillas as to the location of the Allied
nurses. On March 14, 1944, Major Smith
received a message from Cairo telling him, “If
the nurses can be successfully evacuated in the
next thirty days, continue; if not, return to
Bari, Italy.”

The tension level rose among the rescue team
members now that a timetable had been set.
Fortunately, on March 19 contact was made
with the guerrillas, and the nurses were turned
over to Major Smith. After an arduous two-day
hike to the coast, the party was picked up by a
swift motor torpedo boat for a two-hour run to
the safety of Otranto, Italy.

Intense enemy pressure forced Sergeant
Kukich to break off his intelligence-gathering
and special operations activities and reluc-
tantly accept a sea extraction back to Italy in
March 1944. Kukich was promoted to second
lieutenant and returned to the Albanian moun-
tains in July.

On this mission he was attached to the head-
quarters of Enver Hoxha, the leader of the
communist partisans. This group was viewed
by the OSS as the most effective guerrilla force
operating in Albania and deserving of Ameri-
can support regardless of its politics. Kukich
was able to establish a tenuous relationship

Generul Mehmel Shehu, top
resistance commander in Alba-
nia, was a veteran of the Span-
ish Civil War and led his forces
in the capture of the capital city,
Tirana, in the autumn of 1944.

with the ruthless, narcissistic
communist leader. He was
given command of a guerrilla
unit and moved into north-
ern Albania to conduct oper-
ations with the 1st Division
of the Albanian National
Liberation Army against the
Germans.

In September 1944, Lieu-
tenant Kukich’s troops were
ordered to join General
Mehmet Shehus’s main parti-
san force for an all-out attack
on the Albanian capital city
of Tirana. The general was a
seasoned soldier and veteran
of combat against the fascists
in Spain during the bloody
civil war of the 1930s.

The Germans dug in for a fight inside the
medieval walled city filled with Islamic archi-
tecture in the form of mosques and minarets.
After a fierce battle, the city fell to the Albanian
communist guerrillas in November 1944. The
German troops either withdrew or surrendered
but left behind devastation. The savage house-
to-house fighting left the city filled with the
decaying bodies of both partisans and Germans.
Kukich and his OSS team began immediate
radio transmissions to the OSS station in Bari.

Kukich continued to relay strategic intelli-
gence on conditions in Albania and served as
the liaison for the U.S. military and the State
Department. His reports contained crucial
information on the political and economic sit-
uation and on the outbreak of a deadly typhus
epidemic. Valuable intelligence reports were
also filed on the establishment of the commu-
nist regime under Hoxha, the new dictator who
would rule Albania for the next 40 years.

State Department Foreign Service officers
arrived in Albania during the summer of 1945
and worked to confront the emergence of mil-
itant Cold War communism that had replaced
ruthless fascism. Lieutenant Kukich was one of
the last U.S. military personnel to leave Alba-
nia in September 1945. Before his departure,
he was awarded the Partisan Star decoration
from the communist government for his
courage in fighting for their liberation from the
Nazis. He also received the Bronze Star for
valor from the United States Marine Corps for
his gallant service as an OSS agent. o

Author John Mancini is a retired colonel in the
U.S. Army Reserve. He frequently writes about
covert operations during World War 11 and is
a resident of Sierra Vista, Arizona.
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British troops ef th
2nd Battalion the Rifle Brigade'a cted in afhe
. battle with Axis dior on October 27, 1942. Equip
with 16 of the'new 6-pounder antitank guns, the
took a heavy toll in German and Italian tanks duri
opening stages of the Battle of El Alamein. b
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HE WAR IN' NORTH AFRICA flung vast armies across the arid

deserts of Libya and Egypt for two long years, beginning with the

Italian invasion of Egypt in September 1940. A lightning British
counterattack threw the Italians back halfway through Libya before the
arrival of General Erwin Rommel and the German Afrika Korps.
Together the Germans and Italians likewise forced the British back into
Egypt in April 1941, with only a small force left in Libya holding the for-
tified town of Tobruk.

Since then massive battles covering enormous swaths of desert had
brought each side alternately back and forth as fortunes, supplies, and fuel
waxed and waned. Now, in October 1942, British General Bernard Mont-
gomery put into action his plan to roll the Axis army backward into Libya
permanently. This confrontation would become known as the Second Bat-
tle of El Alamein.

For months Montgomery and his hardworking staff had been building
up their army, hoarding supplies, bringing up new tanks and artillery
pieces, and training their soldiers to penetrate the vast Axis minefields and
defenses. Once all was in readiness, the engagement began on the night of
October 23 with a massive barrage laid down by almost 600 cannon. A
small but significant part of this battle would occur a few days later when
a battalion of British infantry and antitank guns would wreak havoc on
Rommel’s panzer force at a tiny defensive position named Outpost Snipe.

That battalion, the 2nd Battalion the Rifle Brigade (shortened to 2nd
Rifle Brigade in British parlance), was part of Brigadier T.J.B. Bosville’s
7th Motor Brigade, the infantry element of the British 1st Armored Divi-
sion. As such, the unit was very different from a standard British infantry
battalion. It was heavily motorized, including scout platoons with:33 of
the tracked vehicles known as Bren carriers. Along with these were
machine gun platoons equipped with water-cooled Vickers guns and a
platoon with 3-inch (81mm) mortars for additional firepower. Signifi-
cantly for the job ahead, the battalion had an antitank company (S Com-
pany) equipped with 16 of the new 6-pounder guns, a vast improvement
over the obsolete 2-pounder weapon. The heavy firepower of the bat-
talion was balanced by the fact that there were only 90 actual riflemen
in the entire unit.

The 2nd Battalion spent the first few days of the battle supporting
engineer units engaged in clearing the large and numerous minefields the
enemy had laid to slow any attack. Some casualties had been sustained
during this time, so only 76 riflemen and 22 carriers were available for
duty. Fortunately, 2nd Rifle Brigade had been reinforced with 16 sappers
of the 7th Field Squadron, Royal Engineers, and 239 Battery of the 76th
Anti-Tank Regiment, adding another 11 of the 6-pounders to their arma-
ment. At 4 PM on October 26, the battalion commander, Lt. Col. Victor
Buller Turner, was assigned a new mission.
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The 1st Armoured Division was going to
attack in the area of Kidney Ridge, so described
because of the terrain feature’s shape on a map.
Near this spot were two areas code-named
Woodcock and Snipe. Another battalion of the
7th Motor Brigade, the 2nd Battalion, King’s
Royal Rifle Corps (2nd KRRC), would occupy
the Woodcock position while 2nd Rifle Brigade
would take up position at Snipe; both would act
as anchor points for the attacking forces. There,
they would facilitate the advance of the tanks.

When Lt. Col. Turner arrived at Brigadier
Bosville’s headquarters, he had his part of the
plan personally explained to him by the 1st
Armoured Division’s commander, Maj. Gen.
Raymond Briggs. The general simply told
Turner to lead his battalion west from Kidney
Ridge to Snipe that night at 11 pM and dig in.
At first light, around 5 AM, the division’s 24th
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there by camelthorn bushes. His troops would
be badly exposed as they moved. It would also
be exceedingly difficult to determine one’s exact
position in an area so devoid of terrain features.
In fact, the actual positions of both the 1st
Armoured and the neighboring 51st Highland
Divisions were off by around 1,000 yards. This
would only add to the confusion the British sol-
diers were soon to experience at all levels.

Returning to his battalion, Turner explained
the situation to his gathered officers. He was
uneasy but determined to carry out his mission.
As his junior officers stood around him, Turner
told them he thought this would be a “last man,
last round” affair. Indeed, Lieutenant Alan
Baer, commanding the attached 239 Battery,
had been told earlier by one of his own superi-
ors, “I should think it highly probable that you
are in for a death or glory affair.”

P~

A British Bren carrier comes under enemy fire in the desert near the Alamein front several weeks before
Montgomery’s attack began on the night of October 23, 1942.

Armored Brigade would use Snipe as a pivot
point during its attack. An artillery barrage
would start five minutes before H-hour on a
bearing of 233 degrees so the battalion could
follow under its cover to the objective. If the
barrage came in on a different bearing, Turner
was to follow it anyway.

After receiving his orders, Turner informed
his second in command, Major Tom Pearson,
of the situation and left him to prepare the bat-
talion for its mission that night while he went
forward to perform a reconnaissance of the
ground they would have to cover in a few short
hours. Peering through his binoculars, Turner
could see little but open desert dotted here and
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As H-hour approached, the battalion pre-
pared to move out. Major Pearson had done
his job preparing the column; the scouts’ carri-
ers were ready to spring forward, the riflemen
right behind. Next in line were the antitank
guns loaded on Chevrolet trucks referred to as
portees. These, along with the trucks carrying
supplies and spare ammunition, would wait on
Kidney Ridge until called forward to dig in at
Snipe. All was ready when the barrage began to
fall at 10:55 pM. In the first of many such
mishaps 2nd Rifle Brigade would experience,
the artillery was falling on a bearing of 270
degrees, not 233 as planned. Turner realigned
his men to follow on the new direction, and

they moved out at 11:10.

Scattered enemy fire greeted them but did
not affect the advance. The only delay
occurred when the column bumped into a line
of barbed wire. The engineers went forward
and determined it only enclosed a dummy
minefield. The cold night air swirled with the
dust from the vehicles and exploding shells,
shrouding the British in a thick haze. Turner
donned a leather jacket to fight the chill and
kept a close eye on his jeep’s odometer, using
it to keep track of his troops’ progress. Behind
him his adjutant, Captain Tim Martin, rode in
a 15-cwt truck, watching his own odometer
and sending frequent radio updates to head-
quarters about their position. To confuse any
eavesdropping Germans, he used an impro-
vised code, making reports such as, “We have
just done the Cambridgeshire distance.”

After advancing about 3,000 yards, Turner
asked his artillery forward observation officer
(FOO), Captain Ralph Noyes, to call for a
smoke shell to be dropped directly on Objective
Snipe. The round landed only 300 yards away,
leading Turner to believe he was close to his
assigned goal, so he moved his men into an oval-
shaped depression about 800 by 400 yards at
12:15 AM on October 27. Actually, Turner’s bat-
talion was some 800 to 900 yards south of where
it was supposed to be. As events would prove,
however, digging in at the depression would be
a stroke of good luck. An Axis supply depot had
occupied the low area in the recent past; a few
enemy bodies dotted the landscape, and a small
German dugout was still usable. It became
Turner’s new battalion headquarters.

With his infantry digging fighting positions
in the powdery sand, Turner called forward his
antitank guns. Major Pearson had been await-
ing the signal to advance; his column had been
the target of enemy artillery for the past hour,
and at 11:30 an enemy plane had appeared
overhead and bombed them. A number of
vehicles suffered damage and several casual-
ties were taken. As the column moved out, the
battalion medical officer, Captain Arthur Pic-
ton, stayed behind with the ambulances to
treat the wounded.

The trip to Snipe turned out to be rough
going. The swirling dust obscured the route,
and many vehicles quickly became mired in the
soft sand. Each time one became stuck, soldiers
would go to work with shovels and tow ropes,
placing mats under the tires to gain purchase.
Some could not be freed, so the column had to
go on without them. By 3:45 am, only 13 of
the battalion’s 6-pounders along with six more
from 239 Battery had arrived at Outpost Snipe.
The supply lorries offloaded all the spare



ammunition, food, and water they carried
while the guns were distributed around the
perimeter. The 239 Battery was situated along
the northeast section, while S Company spread
its cannon along the rest of the position. The
2nd Rifle Brigade was now ready to face the
dawn and whatever it brought.

Turner was not content to rest, however.
While his soldiers were fortifying Snipe he sent
C Company’s scout platoon, led by Lieutenant
Dick Flower, to reconnoiter to the west. There
were campfires on two sides of the depression,
some distant to the southwest, others only
1,000 yards to the north. This led Turner to
realize his position lay within enemy lines, an
ominous portent of things to come.

As the battalion commander took stock of
his situation, Lieutenant Flower’s platoon ran
into the enemy. Their first encounter was with
a small position with 14 Italian infantry who
quickly surrendered. Almost immediately
another group of 150 were discovered; they
seemed willing to surrender as well. Unfortu-
nately, Flower’s platoon was too small to han-
dle such a large number of prisoners. Some
riflemen would have to be brought forward.

Before they could arrive, the British scouts
made a more alarming discovery. They came
upon the laager of a large German/Italian bat-
tle group with some 35 tanks and self-propelled
guns parked in the darkness. Known as Gruppe
Stiffelmayer, their guard was seemingly down
as the British scouts were able to close and
attack the laager with the Bren guns on their
carriers. Tracers and muzzle flashes lit the night,
and confusion reigned for a few moments.
Three German supply trucks were quickly set
afire by the shooting, but this forced the British
to retreat as the light from the flames exposed
them to the angry response of the panzer crews.
One carrier was lost, and most of the prisoners
ran off, many being cut down by fire from both
sides. Flower took his platoon back to Outpost
Snipe without further loss.

Lieutenant Colonel Turner now knew there
was an armored unit to his west; in addition,
tanks could be seen in the moonlight around
the laager to the north. The formation to the
north was actually part of the 15th Panzer Divi-
sion. Around 3:45 AMm, the sounds of engines
starting to the west signaled that Gruppe Stiffel-
mayer was beginning to move. It is probable
that they decided to move because, having been
found by the British, they feared an impending
bombardment or attack. Whatever the case, the
German force split into two groups. One
headed northeast toward the 15th Panzer’s
laager while the other formed a single column
and moved directly toward Outpost Snipe.
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ABOVE: In the summer of 1942, German tanks and infantry advance eastward toward a showdown with the

British Eighth Army at El Alamein in Egypt. BELOW: These Italian light tanks took part in the El Alamein cam-
paign in the autumn of 1942. Since their armored vehicles proved highly vulnerable to British antitank
weapons, the Italians piled sandbags on their vehicles for an added measure of protection.
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Leading the column was one of the precious
Panzer Mark IV F2 tanks, known to the British
as the Mark IV Special. This was an upgraded
Panzer IV with a long-barreled 75mm high-
velocity cannon, making it the most powerfully
armed tank in North Africa. There were only 30
of them in the entire Afrika Korps, and now one
of them was bearing down on Outpost Snipe at
the head of a host of German armor. Fortunately
for the British, the column came on unaware that
a large enemy force lay dug in straight ahead.
The Germans were in for a surprise.

Crouched behind the gun shields of their 6-
pounders, the British crews let the Axis column
close to point-blank range. Then, with the
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Mark IV Special a mere 30 yards away, one of
the antitank guns opened fire. The 6-pound
armor-piercing round tore through the armor
of the panzer, and the tank burst into flames. At
the same moment, another gun crew opened
fire on a self-propelled gun, identified as a Panz-
erjager 38t, an obsolete Czech tank chassis con-
verted to carry a captured Soviet 76.2mm gun.
Thinly armored, this vehicle too was knocked
out. Confused as to the origin of this deadly
accurate fire, the German tankers retreated, still
unaware there was a British battalion in their
midst. The British gunners rejoiced; finally they
had a weapon that could knock out the feared
panzers. They were subdued a little by one of
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the survivors of the Mark IV. He had managed
to get out of the tank and take cover, from
which he began sniping at the British. The lone
soldier would continue this for several hours
until, a little after sunrise, an English grenade
silenced him forever.

Minutes later, at 4 AM, the artillery FOO,
Captain Noyes, decided to do some scouting of
his own. Outpost Snipe was sure to come under
attack at some point, and a reconnaissance of
the surrounding area would help him plan the
use of the supporting artillery. He set out from
Snipe but did not return. Explanations for his
disappearance conflict. One account says he
was captured by a German patrol, while
another states he accidentally strayed into
another British position and could not get back
once the fighting started. Whatever the case, his
skills at directing artillery would be sorely
missed in the hours to come.

For the immediate time, however, there was
little call for artillery as the area became quiet
for the next two hours. The Germans were still
not aware of the British occupation of the
Snipe depression even though they had been
fired on from it. In the confusion of battle they
had apparently been unable to determine
where the incoming fire had come from, so for
now the outpost remained safe and hidden. At
5:45 AM, Major Pearson left, taking the trans-
port vehicles with him as they were too vul-
nerable and exposed even in the depression.
The column soon made its way to safety back
on Kidney Ridge.

It was well they did, for at 6:15 the two Axis
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y fighting at El Alamein, wounded British soldiers await medical attention at a field aid station.

armored columns began to move, surprisingly
enough, to the west. Some of the German
tanks appeared out of dead space, suddenly
visible to the British gunners from their hidden
positions. Best of all, both groups were facing
away from Snipe, their thinner side and rear
armor an easy target for the powerful new 6-
pounders. The British could have stayed silent
and waited, but the Axis columns were simply
too tempting a target.

The order to fire was given, and the bright-
ening dawn sky was lit even further by the muz-

On the other side of the battle an Italian offi-
cer, Capitano Preve, gave details of his own
men’s fight against the British: “Suddenly there
is the most violent fire from another eight or
ten antitank guns hidden on our left and in
depth.” As Preve watched, one of his junior
officers led a brave but futile attack. “Second
Lieutenant Camplani from outside his turret
urges his own tanks to the attack at the head of
them, drives his own tank at full speed on the
most forward antitank gun.”

Despite such bravery, the galling British fire
was more than either Axis force could endure
and both retreated, leaving a total of 16
knocked-out vehicles strewn across the desert.
As the surviving crews abandoned their tanks
to flee, the Vickers guns of the infantry went
into action, cutting down many of the tankers
as they ran desperately for safety.

So far things had all gone 2nd Rifle Brigade’s
way. Eighteen armored vehicles had fallen to
its guns along with several supply trucks and
many killed and captured Axis infantry from
earlier. Now that would change because the
Germans and Italians knew exactly where they
were. Both artillery and direct fire began to fall
in the area. At the same time, with the sun now
up it was obvious some of the 6-pounders, laid
in the darkness, were too exposed and had to
be repositioned. Carriers were used to move
them, and each time this drew fire. The situa-
tion was becoming hot, prompting Captain
Marten to ask Lt. Col. Turner if they were in
fact in the right place. Turner replied, “God
knows, but here we are and here we’ll stay.”

Despite the confidence he radiated, Turner

“I let go at 150 yards. You couldn’t miss.
All our guns seemed to be firing at once.
My target burst into flames but came on
for another 50 yards before it halted. Suddenly
the night was bright with burning tanks.”

zle flashes of British guns and the flames of
burning German and Italian tanks. Some of the
tanks were as far as 800 yards from Snipe’s
guns, but it did not help them. One after
another Axis fighting vehicle fell victim to the
murderous fire. Sergeant Charles Callistan, a
gunner of 2nd Rifle Brigade, relayed his expe-
riences: “I let go at 150 yards. You couldn’t
miss. All our guns seemed to be firing at once.
My target burst into flames but came on for
another 50 yards before it halted. Suddenly the
night was bright with burning tanks.”

was actually quite worried. His battalion was
there to act as a pivot point for the advance of
24 Armoured Brigade, but it was now late and
nowhere to be seen. He could not know that
the attempt to seize the Woodcock position had
failed and this had upset the rest of the offen-
sive. Nevertheless, there was nothing to do but
hold on.

Shortly afterward, dust clouds were spotted
off to the east, a telltale sign of tanks on the
move. Within minutes Sherman tanks of the
47th Royal Tank Regiment (47 RTR) appeared



on the crest of the ridge, from which they could
see Outpost Snipe. Tragically, seeing the 2nd
Rifle Brigade’s tight perimeter surrounded by
Axis armor (at a distance, they could not tell
that those tanks were knocked-out hulks), the
British tankers mistook the position for a Ger-
man strongpoint and opened fire on it. British
shells screamed in on the outpost, much to the
consternation of the British soldiers occupying
it. Much of it was landing on 239 Battery, sit-
uated as it was on the east side of Snipe. The
battalion’s intelligence officer, Lieutenant Jack
Wintour, wasted no time in getting to his Bren
carrier and rushed off to the ridge to personally
stop the firing, but it took until 8 AM before all
the tankers were made aware of the error.

By then the men in Snipe spotted another
concentration of 25 German tanks 1,000 yards
to the west. As the tanks began to assume hull-
down firing positions, the British gunners
opened fire, hitting three that burst into flame.
At 8:30, the tanks of 47 RTR arrived, taking
cover in the depression with the gunners and
infantry. This mass of British combat power
drew Axis fire like moths to a flame. Artillery,
tanks, and antitank guns deluged Outpost
Snipe, throwing great clouds of dust and smoke
into the air with each explosion.

Both sides laid smoke screens to protect
themselves from enemy fire, only adding to the
thick haze that prevented the British gunners
from picking out targets. The Axis tankers and
gunners even used a new tactic against the
newly arrived Shermans. When a panzer gun-
ner spotted an enemy tank, he would fire a
smoke shell at it, marking it for his comrades.
They in turn would hit the area around the tar-
get with 88mm and heavy gunfire; within 15
minutes seven Shermans were burning.

In his foxhole nearby, a British rifleman
named Crimp huddled as low as he could next
to his mates and tried to endure the shelling.
“The shells scream down in inexorable succes-
sion, and all around us is the driving rending
crash of high explosive. Several times my tin
hat is crushed onto my head by the impact of
near detonations, and once my lungs are filled
by a rush of sand. Everyone lies still. You can’t
do a thing—it just has to happen. If one lands
in the trench—well, we shan’t know much
about it.”

It proved more than the tankers could take,
and at 9 AM 47 RTR withdrew back to the
ridge, reduced to a mere five Sherman and six
Crusader tanks. To their left, 41 RTR, both part
of 24 Armoured Brigade, had lost 12 tanks
itself and also pulled back, ending the attack
for which 2nd Rifle Brigade was to be the pivot
point. This left the men at Snipe isolated and
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ABOVE: Manhandling their 6-pounder antitank gun into position in the desert, British soldiers prepare for a
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German assault in this photo taken about the time of the action at Outpost Snipe. BELOW: Crewmen of the
British 8th Armoured Division pause with their Sherman tanks just behind the front lines on October 27,
1942. At the time, the Sherman was the most advanced tank in the Allied arsenal.
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alone, though most of the infantry were glad
to see them go—the tanks drew too much fire.

The gunners likewise suffered during the
bombardment. In 239 Battery, Sergeant Bob
Smith’s 6-pounder took a direct hit and was
knocked out and the entire crew killed or
wounded. Smith himself was temporarily
blinded but still managed to get to Sergeant
Ronald Wood, one of his friends, to help his
gun crew. Another gun was also put out of
action. Meanwhile, Sergeant R.W. Binks spot-
ted a Panzer IV at a range of more than a mile,
a long shot even for the 6-pounder. Taking care-
ful aim, he fired and hit the tank on his third
shot, destroying it. Another panzer appeared to

tow away the hulk, but Binks’s luck did not
hold and it got away.

Turner, lacking an artillery observer, could
not direct any fire at his antagonists, and at
9:05 he sent a message to his brigade head-
quarters saying, “Our crying need is for a gun-
ner.” The 7th Motor Brigade promised to send
one, but the gap between Snipe and friendly
lines was now more than a mile, with all of it
under Axis observation. The observer never got
through. Turner’s need for such a man became
even more urgent when it was realized that
much of the incoming artillery was British. It
was a maddening situation, but eventually
Major Pearson, who had returned with the light
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vehicles, personally went to the British
artillerymen and persuaded them to
cease fire.

Even while the “friendly”artillery
was falling around Snipe, Italian
infantry were spotted to the south
preparing for an attack. Turner
decided to use his scouts to conduct a
spoiling attack and sent Lieutenant
Flower’s platoon to deal with them.
The British soldiers climbed aboard
their carriers and sped off. Within
minutes they closed with the Italians
and put them to flight, even destroying
a pair of Italian trucks, each towing a
captured 6-pounder. The scattered
infantry tried to make their way back
to Axis lines while the scouts returned
to Snipe.

“During the next half hour many
excellent sniping targets were offered
by small groups of Italians as they
tried to run away,” Flower recalled.
Since machine-gun ammunition was
now running short, the soldiers were
ordered to use only their Lee-Enfield
rifles.
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been hit, and while 13 of the 6-
pounders were still operational,
ammunition was dwindling. Many of
the gunners had been wounded, leav-
ing most of the guns manned by
mixed crews. The commander of S
Company, Major Michael Bird, gath-
ered some of the spare cannon
ammunition and loaded it into one of
the remaining jeeps driven by a Cor-
poral Francis. Despite making them-
selves a juicy target, they drove the
perimeter to distribute the green
boxes of 6-pounder rounds to the
guns. Bullets and shells nipped their
heels the entire trip.

Turner decided to send out three
more carriers with more wounded.
Again one of them was hit before it
reached the relative safety of the
ridge. Major Pearson kept trying to
send out his resupply convoy, but the
Axis forces threw such heavy fire at it
each time that Pearson decided it
would have been suicide to keep
going. Meanwhile the 1st Armoured

Division commander, Maj. Gen.

Acutely aware of the dwindling
ammunition supply, Captain Peter Sheperd-
Cross volunteered to take three carriers back
to friendly lines to get more. Each of the car-
riers was loaded with the worst of the
wounded. Sheperd-Cross and his men took off
across the desert floor for the ridge, enemy fire
snapping and bursting all around them. The
captain’s carrier even took a direct hit from a
75mm gun, but all three made it back to the
main British line. Sending off the injured and
gathering all the ammo they could carry, the
group tried numerous times to get back to
Snipe. Each attempt was met with such intense
fire they had to run back. Major Pearson had
likewise put together a relief convoy, but it met
the same difficulty.

Outpost Snipe met its next threat from the
southwest. Thirteen Italian tanks from the
133rd Armored Regiment of the Littorio Divi-
sion, led by Capitano Preve, charged, firing as
they came. The attack was designed to keep
Outpost Snipe busy while Gruppe Stiffelmayer
counterattacked the now-repulsed 24
Armoured Brigade. Turner became concerned
since that part of his perimeter was not as
strongly held as the rest. He ordered two guns
moved to bolster that section. The soft, pow-
dery sand was a great hindrance to the crews as
they struggled to get the 6-pounders re-sited.
Enemy fire killed four men as they toiled.
Despite their casualties, the gunners laid into
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Although hard pressed by repeated German and Ital-
ian attacks, the British destroyed or disabled numer-
ous Axis armored vehicles and held their ground.

the Italian force and quickly destroyed four
tanks, causing the rest to retreat and eliminat-
ing the threat for the moment.

With the diversion neutralized, Gruppe
Stiffelmayer was forced to divert some of its
strength (25 to 30 tanks) to attack Snipe. At 10
AM, the German force advanced in two groups,
one heading toward 24 Armoured Brigade and
the other aimed straight at 2nd Rifle Brigade.
The move inadvertently doomed the German
attack, catching it in a crossfire. The tanks
advancing toward Snipe had exposed their sides
to 24 Armoured Brigade, which pounded them
mercilessly. The group attacking the British
tanks likewise exposed its sides to the gunners
at Snipe at a range of 1,000 yards, still close
enough for 6-pounder shot to punch through
the thinner side armor. In less than an hour,
eight more German tanks were burning. The
rest quickly retreated.

It was now 11 AM with the sun burning high
overhead. It was time to take stock. So far 23
Axis tanks lay blazing or knocked out across
the hot desert sands. It was an impressive feat,
but 2nd Rifle Brigade was suffering for its
achievement. Axis artillery continued to rain
on the outpost. Six of the precious carriers had

Briggs, monitored the battle, listening
to Snipe’s pleas for help over the radio, asking
for tanks to come to their support. He also was
listening to intercepts of German radio traffic.
He knew both the 15th and 21st Panzer Divi-
sions were being marshaled to counterattack
against 1st Armoured. His choice was to either
save his tanks for the coming strike or deploy
them to Snipe’s assistance, risking their loss
before the main Axis attack came in.

“My reluctant decision was that [ must leave
the infantrymen to fight it out for themselves,”
Briggs would later write.

Left to their own devices, the men at Out-
post Snipe prepared for another enemy assault,
and at 1 PM another Italian attack began against
the southwest section of the perimeter. This
time eight tanks attacked, supported by
infantry and a single Semovente assault gun.
The attack also showed greater determination
than the earlier Italian assault, this group con-
tinuing on even after taking fire.

The heavy shelling had reduced the British in
this section to a single 6-pounder under the
command of Sergeant Callistan. Most of his
crew was now wounded, and he had sent the
rest to fetch ammunition, leaving him to oper-
ate the cannon alone. Turner saw this and
rushed over to help along with the platoon
commander, Lieutenant Jack Toms. The bat-
talion commander took over as loader, while
Callistan aimed and fired the gun. Turner told



the sergeant to hold his fire until the enemy was
only 600 yards away. Callistan then opened fire
with devastating effect, hitting five tanks and
the self-propelled gun with six shots, leaving all
of them burning.

Now they had a problem. The three remain-
ing vehicles continued attacking, and there were
only two rounds of ammunition left. Adding to
the dilemma, Lt. Col. Turner was badly
wounded in the head by a chunk of shrapnel
but refused treatment and stayed at the gun.
Two of Callistan’s gun crew crawled out on
their stomachs to try to get more rounds for the
cannon, but this exposed them to heavy fire and
they barely made any progress.

While the wounded colonel continued direct-
ing Callistan’s fire, Lieutenant Toms dashed off
toward his jeep. It was 100 yards away but con-
tained four boxes of precious 6-pounder
ammunition. Machine-gun fire chased him the
entire distance, bullets snapping past and kick-
ing up puffs of sand and dust. Somehow he
reached the jeep unscathed and drove right over
to the waiting gun. Along the way the jeep was
hit and caught fire, but Toms kept going. The
crew pulled the ammo boxes off and once again
manned their gun, the now-weakening Turner
set beneath a scrub bush to rest. Callistan took
aim at one of the three remaining tanks and
fired, hitting it. Two more shots resulted in two
more wrecked tanks—three in a row. As Cal-
listan and his crew fired, Lieutenant Toms
shouted back to Turner to keep him apprised.
With the third hit the colonel cried out, “Good
work! A hat trick—a hat trick!” The last tank
had been destroyed only 200 yards from the
perimeter.

The immediate threat over, Callistan filled a
can with some water and set it on the burning
jeep. Soon they had three cups of tea. Turner
tried to resume checking his lines, but the
wound was causing him to hallucinate, so he
was taken to the headquarters dugout. There he
began to imagine he was defending a harbor
against attacking ships—not a bad analogy
considering his tiny island outpost was at that
moment awash in a sea of Axis tanks. At one
point he cried out, “Open fire on that
destroyer!” and shortly afterward had to be
physically restrained for a time. NCOs were
commanding some parts of the perimeter since
most of the officers were dead or wounded. The
desert heat was oppressive, and flies gathered in
great swarms, especially around the wounded.
The only respite was that the Axis forces
seemed equally tasked and made no further
attempt to attack for the next few hours.

Overhead a force of 60 Axis fighters and dive
bombers appeared, but these were intercepted

by 12 British Hawker Hurricane and 16 Amer-
ican Curtiss P-40 Warhawk fighters and driven
off with the loss of at least eight planes (the two
Allied Squadrons claimed 15 aircraft between
them) while the British lost three Hurricanes.
The Axis sortie had been part of Rommel’s
planned counterattack, but the stiff Allied air
resistance had disrupted it.

The British 2nd Armored Brigade appeared
on Kidney Ridge at 4 M. What must have been
a sense of relief for 2nd Rifle Brigade turned to
anger when the British tank force made the
same mistake its brothers had earlier and
opened fire on Snipe. The incoming fire
included 105mm howitzers from the 11th
Royal Horse Artillery, which was supporting
2nd Armoured. Turner later commented, “Dur-
ing an unpleasant day, this was the most
unpleasant thing that happened.” The error

British National Archives

This ar.list s interpretation of the fighting at Outpost Snipe depicts wounded liéuienunl

upon the panzers, a few S Company guns join-
ing in. The air around Snipe once again swirled
with dust and smoke as round after round
sought out the vulnerable armor of their quarry.
Sergeant D. Newman of S Company was on
the left end of the British line; his gun could be
heard firing over and over. The sergeant later
said he had hit four tanks, including a Panzer
II from which a crewman wearing a long white
coat jumped.

Newman’s guns put out such effective fire
that a panzer turned to attack it directly. Seeing
this, Sergeant E. Hillyer traversed his gun and
fired, scoring a hit. Lieutenant Baer, the 239
Battery commander, helped man a gun himself.
Eventually it became jammed by sand and grit,
forcing him to close the breech by banging on
it with an empty shell casing. In this furious
exchange of fire a dozen panzers were knocked
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Colonel Victor Turner

continuing to direct the fire of an antitank gun crew during the heat of battle. Turner was later awarded the
Victoria Cross for his leadership and heroism under fire at Outpost Snipe.

was quickly corrected and just in time. Two
groups of Axis tanks could be seen gathering
for an assault some 1,200 yards to the west.
The first group had a mix of some 40 German
and Italian tanks, while the other had 30 Ger-
man armored vehicles.

At 5 pM, the larger group advanced directly
toward 2nd Armored Brigade. In what must
have been a communications breakdown, this
armored force came straight past Outpost Snipe
and the waiting guns of 239 Battery as though
it had no idea the British were there. Only four
guns remained, and the gunners waited until
their foe was only 200 yards away with its
flanks exposed. They opened a vicious fire

out in only two minutes, half of them catching
fire. A Panzer IV was hit simultaneously by two
6-pounders. Only a minute later, one of those
British guns was hit in turn, killing or wound-
ing all but one of the crew. Even so, the attack
was stalled, and the Germans withdrew to
some nearby low ground to hide.

The second Axis group now detached 15 of
its own tanks to try to overrun Snipe. This
group, having seen what the British gunners
could do, moved carefully, using every low spot
and small sand mound for cover. The Germans
used their machine guns liberally to try to
suppress their opponents. Against this force

Continued on page 74
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Legendary actor Jimmy Stewart piloted a bomber over
Germany and retired affer a lengthy military career. sy sam mccowan

Jimmy Stewart is arguably the only prewar
American actor of superstar magnitude to have
served in a sustained combat role during World
War II, and the only one to have served in a
position of command. He was also one of only
a handful of men to progress from private to
full colonel in less than five years.

James Maitland Stewart was a native of Indi-
ana, Pennsylvania, where his father ran a hard-
ware store, which makes him a true product of
Main Street America. Indiana is far different
from Philadelphia or even nearby Pittsburgh.
Located in western Pennsylvania, it lies in a
region with close ties to the American frontier
of the early 1800s. Like many other Americans
of his age, Stewart came from a family with mil-
itary service in its background. Both of his
grandfathers were Civil War veterans, and his
father had fought in the Spanish-American War.
As a boy, Stewart actually wanted to pursue a
career in the military but was dissuaded by his
father. A shy and reclusive youth, he spent
much of his time building model airplanes, a
hobby he continued into adulthood.

Stewart took his first airplane ride right after
World War I when a barnstorming pilot
stopped outside the town for a few days. Jimmy
was around 10 or 12 years old at the time. His
father’s successful business provided the family
with wealth and political connections. Jimmy’s
father enrolled him in Mercersburg Academy,
a prestigious college preparatory school in
southern Pennsylvania, at age 16. He was home
with an illness when Charles Lindbergh made
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ABOVE: Lieutenant General Henri Valin of the
French Air Force awards the Croix de Guerre
with Palm to actor Jimmy Stewart in 1944.
Stewart was already a Hollywood star at the
time and flew a number of combat missions over
occupied Europe. OPPOSITE: A flight of Consoli-
dated B-24 Liberator heavy bombers drones in
formation. The Liberator was a workhorse of the
Allied bombing effort in Europe along with the
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress.

his historic transatlantic flight in an airplane
that had been designed by Mercersburg alum-
nus Benjamin Franklin Mahoney.

Stewart’s personal ambition was to attend the

U.S. Naval Academy and become a Navy pilot.
His father, however, thought otherwise, and the
young man enrolled at Princeton University in
1928. It was at Princeton that he developed an
interest in acting and became friends with fel-
low actor Henry Fonda, who also shared Stew-
art’s interest in model airplanes. Stewart and
Fonda, who was not a Princeton student, were
members of an intercollegiate dramatic team.
After Stewart’s graduation, the two young men
went to New York to try their luck on Broad-
way. They took screen tests, then went to Hol-
lywood, with Fonda preceding. He was at the
station to meet Stewart, who stepped off the
train carrying a model of a Martin bomber they
had been working on while sharing an apart-
ment in New York.

Immediately after he arrived in Hollywood,
Stewart began taking flying lessons at Mines
Field Airport—now Los Angeles Interna-
tional—where he encountered members of the
Hollywood community such as Robert Taylor,
Tyrone Power, and Frances Langford, who
were flying out of the field. Taylor would later
serve as an instructor pilot with the Navy.

By the spring of 1941, Stewart was a suc-
cessful movie star and an accomplished pilot
with a commercial license and more than 300
hours in his logbook. He owned his own air-
plane, a Stinson 105, and was an investor in
Thunderbird Field, a new venture in Phoenix
that had a contract to train Army pilots. Had
he waited until after Pearl Harbor to enlist,
Stewart would have been a good candidate for



All photos: National Archives
the Army’s service pilot program, a program
offering commissions and ratings as noncombat
pilots to men with significant civilian flying
experience.

Stewart, however, decided to enlist after he
received his draft notice in October 1940 in the

very first draft and had been in the Army for
several months before Pearl Harbor. When he
reported for his physical, the lanky actor was
found to be underweight, a finding that would
have caused most men to breathe a deep sigh of
relief. But the notice had stirred a patriotic
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chord in the young man from America’s heart-
land, and he was determined to answer his
country’s call. He appealed the decision. He
passed the weigh-in the second time around.
He said later that he had a friend manning the
scales, while others have reported that he filled
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up on bananas. On March 22, 1941, the actor
became a U.S. Army Air Corps private.

Just how Stewart received his aeronautical
rating as a military pilot is a mystery. At age 32
when he was drafted, he was beyond the cutoff
age of 27 for aviation cadet training. He was a
college graduate, however, from one of the
country’s most prestigious schools, and was thus
eligible for an officer’s commission. He also was
a rated commercial pilot. At some point he
applied for a commission and a rating as a pilot
based on his civilian flying experience. Since his
commission was dated January 19, 1942, he
may have been commissioned in conjunction
with the newly initiated service pilot program,
although he was apparently given a military
pilot rating since service pilots were restricted
to noncombat duty. By that time he had been in
the Army for almost 10 months and wore the
chevrons of a corporal. He was stationed at
Moffett Field outside San Francisco, where he
remained for a time as an officer.

Stewart’s experience in becoming a U.S. Army
pilot is very unique. Prior to World War II, there
was only one way to become a rated pilot, and
that was through completion of an undergradu-
ate pilot training course as either an aviation
cadet or an already commissioned officer. In late
1941, the Army began hiring civilian pilots to
serve under contract to ferry airplanes and per-
form other nonmilitary duties. When war broke
out, many of these men were considered for mil-
itary service in limited-duty status.

Stewart, however, was already in the Army
when he was considered for commissioning and
rating as a pilot and may have been rated and
commissioned through a different route.
Instead of being assigned to ferry airplanes or
fly transports, he became an instructor pilot in
the Training Command. He underwent an eval-
uation and was considered competent as a mil-
itary pilot without attending a formal pilot
training course. Stewart’s status as a graduate
of an Ivy League university and his leadership
potential may have been factors in his ultimate
military career. Even so, his progress is unique.

Although Stewart had his heart set on
becoming a combat pilot, the Army was less
enthusiastic about using a man of his notoriety
in a combat role. He was more valuable as a
recruiting tool. Shortly after he was commis-
sioned, he was called to Washington, D.C., to
attend President Franklin Roosevelt’s March of
Dimes rally and make the rounds of a number
of parties and galas. Now that the United States
had entered the war, the image of a Hollywood
star in uniform wearing silver pilot wings was
a surefire recruiting tool for the Air Corps. The
patriotic Stewart, however, wished to serve as
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ABOVE: After winning an Oscar in March 1941, for
his role in the feature film The Philadelphia Story,
actor Jimmy Stewart takes his oath to join the U.S.
Army. BELOW: Shortly after enlisting in the U.S.
Army, actor Jimmy Stewart poses with the tail of an
aircraft as a backdrop.

a soldier; he did not want to play a role as a
show pony and was determined to do every-
thing in his power to get an operational assign-
ment with a combat unit. When he returned to
Moffett, he signed up for instrument and multi-
engine training along with night and formation
flying.

After receiving a rating as a multi-engine
pilot, Stewart was sent to Mather Field near
Sacramento for instructor training and qualifi-
cation as a multi-engine instructor pilot. The
former actor’s next assignment was at Kirtland
Field at Albuquerque, New Mexico, where he
flew twin-engine Beechcraft AT-11s carrying
bombardier training cadets on flights over the
bombing range. It was an ideal assignment for
a future bomber pilot—his role was to carry
young bombardier trainees and their instructor

over the practice ranges to drop dummy bombs
on targets outlined in the desert. His responsi-
bility was to fly a straight and level course over
the bombing range until the student bom-
bardier took control of the airplane with his
sophisticated computerized bombsight to make
the drop. It was routine duty, but while his pas-
sengers were learning to drop bombs, Stewart
was learning to be a bomber pilot.

Whenever he had time off, Stewart headed
for Los Angeles to see his Hollywood friends.
Many had also joined the service. His good
friend Henry Fonda enlisted in the Navy.
Burgess Meredith, who had been Stewart’s
housemate before the war, had also joined the
Army Air Forces and was in training to become
an intelligence officer. During one visit toward
the end of 1942, he met up with his old buddy
Clark Gable, who had just completed an offi-
cer training course in Miami and had orders
sending him to gunnery school. Gable was
expecting to go overseas upon completion of
the course to gather material for a movie he
was making for the Air Corps.

In early 1943, Stewart transferred to Gowen
Field at Boise, Idaho, in a new role as a four-
engine instructor pilot. Prior to the assignment
he went through a four-engine course at Hobbs,
New Mexico, to check out as a first pilot, or
aircraft commander. Upon completion of the
course, which used Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortresses, he went to the Combat Crew Pro-
cessing Center at Salt Lake City, Utah, where he
expected to be assigned to a combat unit and
begin training for overseas duty.

The other pilots in his class were recent grad-
uates of advanced pilot training, and they
received assignments to combat groups that
were forming up for duty overseas. Stewart,
however, was not a graduate of an Army pilot
training program, and his status was somewhat
murky. It is probable that since he was one of
the first pilots to be rated on the basis of civil-
ian flying experience, he had not been rated as
a service pilot but had been given regular pilot
wings instead. He went to Boise and the 29th
Bombardment Group as an instructor pilot.
The 29th had served on antisubmarine patrol
missions in the Caribbean at the beginning of
the war, then had moved to Boise to serve as a
training group for combat units preparing for
duty overseas. Shortly after his arrival, Stewart
was promoted to captain and given a new
assignment as a squadron commander.

After he had been at Boise for several
months, a rumor reached Stewart’s ears that he
was going to be taken off flying status and reas-
signed to the audiovisual service. Another
rumor was that he was going to be sent on a



perpetual War Bond tour. The rumors were
more than Stewart could take. Up to this point
he had not tried to pull rank, position, or sta-
tus, but he had had enough. He paid a visit to
the group commander, Colonel Walter Arnold,
and stressed his desire for an assignment to a
combat group. Arnold was sympathetic, and
instead of giving him a pep talk about the needs
of the service and sending him on his way,
Arnold decided to do something on his behalf.
He recommended Stewart to fill a vacancy in
the 445th Bombardment Group, which had
passed through Boise a few weeks earlier and
was in the third phase of training at Sioux City,
Iowa. The 703rd Bombardment Squadron
needed an operations officer, someone with
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Europe were equipped with B-24s, while all of
the B-17s in the Pacific were being replaced.
Some of the overseas commanders, particu-
larly Maj. Gen. James H. Doolittle, did not
agree with the decision. Doolittle was particu-
larly adamant about continued B-17 produc-
tion after he took command of the Eighth Air
Force, to which Stewart would soon be
assigned, but that was still well into the future
in the summer of 1943. Although he had
reportedly been training new pilots in B-17s,
Stewart’s future would be in B-24s. According
to author Starr Smith, who served with him in
England, Stewart had not been checked out in
the B-24 prior to his arrival at Sioux City, but
the transition presented no difficulty to a pilot

records and preparing written orders. His pri-
mary role was to maintain discipline and
morale while carrying out orders he received
from group headquarters.

By November, the 445th Bombardment
Group had completed all its training require-
ments for operational service and was deemed
ready for transfer overseas. Preparations for the
invasion of Western Europe were under way,
and the focus was on defeating the Luftwaffe
and gaining control of the skies over the
planned invasion beaches in France.

As the squadron commander, Stewart had no
crew of his own. So he departed for Europe
with the crew commanded by Lieutenant Lloyd
Sherrard. Sherrard was an experienced pilot

th

LEFT: Captain Jimmy Stewart paused for this photo upon his arrival in Great Britain. RIGHT: Standing fourth from left, Jimmy Stewart is photographed with officers of the
U.S. Army Air Forces 703rd Bombardment Squadron. Stewart joined the unit as operations officer and rose to command the squadron before his subsequent transfer.

considerable heavy bomber and command
experience, and Stewart had both. The group
had activated at Gowen Field several months
earlier, and Stewart was well known to its
senior officers.

Stewart’s transfer came at a time when the
Army Air Forces was in the process of phasing
out the B-17. Nearly all of the new groups still
in the pipeline for overseas duty were equip-
ping with B-24s. Larger and considerably faster
than the famous B-17, the B-24 had much
greater range, and the Army Air Forces senior
leadership preferred it as the long-range heavy
bomber until the Boeing B-29 Superfortress
became available in significant numbers. With
only a couple of exceptions, by late 1943 all of
the new heavy bomber groups departing for

with his experience.

As a squadron operations officer, Stewart
was responsible for his new unit’s aircrews. His
role was to supervise the assignment and train-
ing of the squadron’s aircrew personnel and to
ensure that they were all proficient. If a crew
had problems, it was up to the operations offi-
cer to solve them or reassign crewmembers to
make up effective crews. Stewart was an oper-
ations officer for only three weeks before he
was moved up to take command of the
squadron, a job that gave him new responsi-
bilities. As a squadron commander, he became
responsible for all squadron personnel, includ-
ing the enlisted ground crews who took care of
the big B-24s and the administrative personnel
who were responsible for keeping squadron

and had checked Stewart out in the B-24 when
he joined the squadron at Sioux City. Stewart
and the Sherrard crew left from the Ferrying
Command departure point at Morrison Field at
West Palm Beach, Florida, on November 15,
1943.

After their arrival at Tibenham, the men of
the 445th did not go right into combat. It was
November 1943, and the Army Air Forces had
been in combat for almost two years, during
which it had learned many lessons. One of the
lessons was that newly arrived groups needed
a shakedown period of theater indoctrination
before beginning operational missions. The
445th was assigned to the 2nd Combat Bom-
bardment Wing, commanded by Brig. Gen.
Edward J. “Ted” Timberlake. The youngest
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ABOVE: While serving as a squadron operations officer, Major Jimmy Stewart discusses a mission with pilots
in the spring of 1944. RIGHT: Brigadier General Edward Timberlake, Jr., commanded the 2nd Combat Bom-
bardment Wing and led the attack on the oil refineries at Ploesti, Romania, in 1943. Stewart served under
Timberlake in the 703rd Bombardment Squadron.

general officer in the Army, Timberlake was the
most experienced B-24 commander in VIII
Bomber Command and arguably the most
respected, if not the most capable, of the com-
mand’s wing commanders. He took his 93rd
Bomb Group to England in the summer of
1942 and led it until he was promoted to com-
mand a provisional bombardment wing.

While other young generals were sent back to
the United States to new assignments, Timber-
lake remained in Europe with the Eighth Air
Force as a combat wing commander for the
duration of the war. A few days before Stewart
transferred to the 445th, Timberlake’s B-24s
flew the famous low-level attack on the Ploesti
oil fields in Romania. He was a no-nonsense
commander who expected the best from the
men who served under him, which meant he
wanted his officers and their crews to be the
best in the business. For more than two weeks
the 445th flew practice missions to make sure
that all crews were ready for combat. Stewart
and his operations officer flew with each of the
crews in the squadron and talked to each mem-
ber to make sure they knew their jobs and were
ready for combat.

On December 13, 1943, the 445th flew its
first combat mission, a strike on the U-boat
pens at Kiel. Stewart led the group’s high
squadron, taking them in over the target at
27,000 feet. His next mission was to Bremen on
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December 16, when he flew as lead pilot for
the 445th Group. On Christmas Eve Stewart
again led the group, this time on a mission
against German rocket-launching sites in the
Pas de Calais. With more than 2,000 bombers
and fighters participating, it was the largest
Eighth Air Force mission of the war to date.

It was on the January 7, 1944, mission to Lud-
wigshafen that Stewart came to the attention of
superior officers above his group. Stewart was
again leading the group. As they were departing
the target area, he realized that the group he was
following, the 389th Bomb Group, was 30
degrees off course. He called the other group lead
and informed him of the error, but the other offi-
cer insisted they were on course. Stewart knew
that the course was wrong and that it was tak-
ing both groups away from the protection of the
main formation. Nevertheless, he advised the
other group leader that he was sticking with him,
knowing that the decision was akin to signing
his own death warrant.

As Stewart feared, the German radar opera-
tors saw that the two groups had become sep-
arated from the bomber stream and vectored
several squadrons of fighters to the attack. They
were about 30 miles south of Paris when
approximately 60 Luftwaffe fighters came in
for the attack. The lead pilot, whose navigator
had made the mistake, paid for his error as his
B-24 went down. Stewart ordered his group to

close up their formation for protection. His for-
mation did not lose any planes, but 17 B-24s
went down that day. Stewart’s decision to stick
with his sister group rather than abandoning
them to their fate in spite of the navigational
error saved the other group from complete
annihilation. Colonel Milton W. Arnold, the
389th commander, sent a letter to 445th com-
mander Colonel Robert H. Terrill commend-
ing Stewart for his actions. Shortly after the
mission, Stewart was promoted to major.

The day after the Ludwigshafen mission, the
Eighth Air Force command structure under-
went some changes. For reasons that have never
been fully explained, General Carl Spaatz, who
had taken command of the new U.S. Strategic
Air Forces, Europe, decided to send Eighth Air
Force commander Ira Eaker to the Mediter-
ranean and bring Maj. Gen. James H. Doolit-
tle to England to take command of the Eighth.
It was not a popular decision, and it became
even less popular when Doolittle announced
that the mission requirement for Eighth Air

Force bomber crews had been increased from
25 to 30.

Many Eighth Air Force crewmen came to
believe that Doolittle was using them to get his
name in the papers. The intensity of combat
was increasing, and casualties among the
bomber crews were mounting. During their
first 21 days in combat the 445th lost six crews,
an average of two a week. Group personnel
saw 61 of their comrades listed as missing in
action in less than a month. Such casualty rates
had become common throughout VIII Bomber
Command and would quickly rise as the work-
load increased in early 1944 in preparation for
the invasion.



In early 1944, Spaatz and his deputy com-
mander for operations, Maj. Gen. Fred
Andrews, approved a plan for Operation Argu-
ment, a massive week of heavy bomber attacks
on targets in Germany that has since come to
be known as “Big Week.” On the opening day
of the operation, Stewart flew as deputy lead of
the 2nd Bombardment Wing. The mission was
planned for blind bombing using radar, but the
weather over the target was suitable for visual
bombing conditions, so Stewart moved into the
lead. He was awarded a Distinguished Flying
Cross for the mission. Stewart flew two other
missions during the intense week, a mission to
Gotha and a third to Nuremberg, during which
he led the 445th formation.

During three months in combat, Stewart had
achieved a reputation not only in his squadron
but also in the group and wing. To many of the
combat crews he had become a lucky charm.
Missions on which he led either the squadron,
the group, or the wing seemed to be successful,
in that bombing results were usually good and
casualties were generally light. He was popular

Painted in an olive drab color scheme, a pair

of Consolidated B-24 Liberator bombers wings
its way toward a target. Colonel Jinmy Stewart
flew numerous missions in the B-24 following

training and service with the Boeing B-17.

JIMMY STEWART WAS NO DOUBT THE MOST FAMOUS
OFFICER TO SERVE IN A COMBAT UNIT IN WORLD
WAR II; HE WAS ALSO THE MOST PUBLICITY SHY.

HE WAS SERVING IN THE MILITARY PURELY FOR
PATRIOTIC REASONS AND DID NOT WISH TO
CAPITALZE ON HIS MILITARY SERVICE IN ANY WVAY.

with the officers and enlisted men under his com-
mand. But rumors began circulating that he had
become too important to the higher-ups to risk
on missions and that he was going to be trans-
ferred and perhaps grounded. In early March,
the Eighth Air Force began a series of missions
against Berlin, which had not previously seen
American aircraft in its skies. The missions were
hazardous and costly—the first two alone cost
the Eighth Air Force more than 1,000 men.
Stewart, however, was conspicuously absent
from all of the Berlin missions until March 22,
when he led the 2nd Bombardment Wing to the
most heavily defended target in Germany. It was

his 12th combat mission.

It turned out that the rumors of Stewart’s
transfer were true, although his days of combat
flying were not completely over. He was
relieved of command of the 703rd Bombard-
ment Squadron and transferred to the 453rd
Bombardment Group at Attleborough to
assume the role of group operations officer. On
March 30, 1944, he assumed his new position
as assistant to the group commander, Colonel
Ramsey Potts. Stewart’s new assignment put
him in a close relationship with another of the
Liberator superstars. Ramsey Potts had been a
squadron commander in the 93rd Bombard-
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ment Group under Timberlake, who had pre-
viously introduced Stewart to him. After lead-
ing his squadron on the infamous low-level mis-
sion against Ploesti, Potts had risen to the rank
of colonel and was given command of the
453rd Bombardment Group two weeks before
Stewart’s transfer when the group’s original
commander was shot down. As the group oper-
ations officer, Stewart was responsible for all
of the details of planning the group’s participa-
tion in the missions to which it was assigned
and for briefing the crews for each mission.
Stewart’s new assignment was based on merit
rather than fame. Potts did not ask for him. The
group’s previous commander and operations

‘:
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LEFT: Major Jimmy Stewart distributes flight forms to American pilots preparing for bombing missions in support of the D-Day

over the formations as the group was assem-
bling and occasionally flew missions as a mem-
ber of a combat crew. Unlike the combat
crewmembers, he had no quota of missions to
fly before he could be rotated home. As a staff
officer, he was to remain overseas as long as he
was needed. The Allies were getting ready for
the Normandy invasion, and the mission
tempo had picked up. Stewart flew a total of
20 (some sources say 21) missions with the
445th and 453rd Groups. Those are the mis-
sions for which he received credit.

Jimmy Stewart was no doubt the most
famous officer to serve in a combat unit in
World War II; he was also the most publicity

of new positions. A news release was sent out
after his mission to Berlin in which he was
quoted commenting on the intensity of the flak
and fighters. When asked if the mission was
unusual, he responded with “Unusual? We hit
Berlin, didn’t we?”

Sometime in June, Stewart received another
promotion, this time to lieutenant colonel.
Shortly afterward, on July 2, he transferred to
2nd Combat Bombardment Wing headquarters
to become Timberlake’s executive officer. In his
new capacity he shared an office with Lieu-
tenant Cal Stewart, no relation, who had come
to England in 1942 with the 93rd Bombard-
ment Group as a radio operator but had been

landings in Normandy on June 6, 1944.

The flight forms were intended to assist the pilots in locating assigned targets. RIGHT: Major Jimmy Stewart discusses flight operations after a mission with a B-24

homber crewman sometime in 1943.

officer had both been lost only a few weeks
before, and morale in the group was corre-
spondingly low. Stewart had a good reputation
as a combat leader and as a commander who
was popular with his men, officers and enlisted
alike. Timberlake personally picked Stewart for
the assignment to complement Potts.

Over the next few weeks the two new
arrivals worked to bring the group back up to
par. As operations officer, Stewart was not
expected to fly every mission, but he often
went up in the group assembly ship to look
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shy. He was serving in the military purely for
patriotic reasons and did not wish to capitalize
on his military service in any manner, an atti-
tude he maintained for his entire life. Members
of the media were well aware that he was in
England serving as a squadron commander
with a Liberator group and were anxious to
interview him. Stewart, however, refused all
interviews and generally avoided contact with
the press. The Army, however, took advantage
of his notoriety by issuing press releases
announcing his promotions and assumptions

reassigned to the squadron orderly room
because of his civilian experience as a newspa-
perman in his native Nebraska. Timberlake
authorized him to begin publishing a group
newspaper, the first military newspaper in the
European Theater. When he was promoted to
brigadier general, Timberlake took Stewart
with him as his orderly, then had him commis-
sioned and made him his aide. The two Stew-
arts became good friends and equally loyal to
their boss.

With his move to headquarters, Jimmy Stew-



art was off combat flying, but as a staff officer
he was not due to return to the United States.
Even though he was no longer assigned to com-
bat duty, Stewart would sometimes manage to
get on a mission. He frequently flew with the
389th Group, which had become the 2nd Bom-
bardment Wing’s pathfinder group. Equipped
with specially modified airplanes featuring
radar and electronic navigational equipment
for blind bombing, pathfinder squadrons pro-
vided crews to lead formations and allowed
bombing through the clouds. Although the
Army Air Forces still maintained a pretense of
“daylight precision bombing,” the Eighth Air
Force adopted British-developed electronic
bombing methods beginning in the fall of 1943.

Stewart also occasionally went along on mis-
sions with his two previous groups, then later
flew missions with the groups in the 20th Bom-
bardment Wing. None of those missions were
credited to him.

When Stewart transferred to Timberlake’s
staff, rumors started that he was being groomed
for command of his own group. Although
Eighth Air Force commander Doolittle would
say later that if the war in Europe had contin-
ued Stewart would have become a group com-
mander, it never happened. In September 1944,
Timberlake transferred to command of the 20th
Bombardment Wing, which included his old
group, the 93rd, and Stewart went with him.
After serving for a few months as Timberlake’s
executive officer, Stewart returned to the 2nd
Bombardment Wing as operations officer.

In February 1945, Stewart was promoted
again, this time to full colonel, and became 2nd
Bombardment Wing chief of staff under
Colonel Milton Arnold, whose attention Stew-
art had attracted with his actions in response to
the straying 389th Group almost a year before.
Stewart had risen from buck private to full
colonel in only four years. It was a record
achieved by few men. Only one other Holly-
wood type served in a combat role with simi-
lar rank; producer Merian Cooper had flown
combat in World War I and returned to active
duty as a colonel at the beginning of the war.
Cooper served in China with Claire Chennault
and in the Southwest Pacific in a staff position.
Cowboy actor Tim McCoy, also a World War
[ veteran, held the rank of brigadier general in
the Army reserve but did not serve overseas in
World War IL

Stewart, now a full colonel, was still with the
2nd Bombardment Wing when the war in
Europe came to an end. Timberlake had been
replaced by Colonel Milton Arnold in August
1944, and Stewart had assumed a position as
Arnold’s operations officer in December. In

ABOVE: Colonel Rumsey Potts presents Major James
Stewart with the Distinguished Flying Cross for his
meritorious conduct as deputy commander of a bomber
wing during a bombing mission conducted on February
20, 1944, against the city of Brunswick, Germany.
BELOW: James Stewart, among the elite of Hollywood
screen stars, was promoted to brigadier general in the
U.S. Air Force Reserve in 1959. Prior to his retirement
in 1968, Stewart flew aboard a B-52 Stratofortress
bomber during a mission over Vietnam.

February 1945, Stewart became Arnold’s chief
of staff. Three days after VE Day, Stewart
replaced Arnold as commander of the 2nd
Bombardment Wing.

The war had ended, and Stewart’s new role
was to preside over the demobilization of the
wing and movement of its personnel back to
the United States for separation or reassignment
to the Pacific. He was in his new position for
only some four weeks. Although Starr Smith
relates that Stewart remained in command until
the wing transferred back to the United States
in September, official records indicate that he
was replaced in June. His position until he
returned to the United States aboard the liner
Queen Elizabeth is unclear.

After the war, Stewart remained in the U.S.
Army Reserve, then went into the Air Force
Reserve when the Air Force became a separate
service in 1947. His postwar reserve assignment
was with the Strategic Air Command as deputy
director of operations. He was nominated for
promotion to brigadier general by President
Dwight Eisenhower in 1957, but the promo-
tion was opposed by Maine Congresswoman
Margaret Chase Smith.

Two years later, after he was reassigned from
Strategic Air Command to the Air Force Office
of Information in the Pentagon, Stewart’s pro-
motion was approved. In 1968, just before his
retirement, Stewart flew one last combat mis-
sion as an observer on a B-52 mission over Viet-
nam. The following year his stepson, Marine
Lieutenant Ronald McLean, was killed in Viet-
nam. President Ronald Reagan promoted Stew-
art to the retired rank of major general. His mil-
itary decorations included two Distinguished
Flying Crosses and four Air Medals.

Jimmy Stewart not only shunned wartime
publicity, but after the war he refused to dis-
cuss his military experiences publicly or with
the media and forbade any mention of it by his
publicists. He also refused to make any war
movies, expressing his view that it was “not the
same.” The closest he ever came to a war movie
was the 1955 film Strategic Air Command, in
which his character, Lt. Col. “Dutch” Holland,
had been a World War II B-24 pilot although
the movie itself was set in the 1950s Air Force.
He was interested in aviation, however, and
made several movies with aviation themes,
including Spirit of St. Louis, about Charles
Lindbergh’s historic flight across the Atlantic.

Although he kept his wartime service out
of the public eye, Jimmy Stewart maintained
contact with many of his wartime friends and
participated in reunions. A representative of
the Eighth Air Force spoke at his funeral in
1997. 0

Author Sam McGowan is a licensed pilot and
a resident of Missouri City, Texas. He has writ-
ten numerous articles for WWII History.
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.‘ A GER MAN SS OFFICER holding a white flag of truce, walke /
through the American lines and up to a tall lieutenant from Texas. Sur-
L ou!hded for three days, the Americans were outnumbered four to 05;3

lictle hope of relief. “Your situation is hopeless,” explal
man, adding that if the Americans did not su;renﬂer
‘ ‘].Q’W‘Il to bltS » Around them lay wounded Americans,
. fenng.wn:h gangrene. Other soldiers—dirt ty, hungry, and
~ kered down in foxholes or behind boul 1. S:pokmg hulks ¢
littered the battlefield; blackened craters and bare tree trunks cover .
the ground. The American lieutenant weighed the offer for a second '
before elivering a curt response: “Go **** yourself.” ‘
In the first week of August 1944, the Germans were on the attack in = |
Normandy. After being pushed off the DL -Day beaches by Lt. Gen. Omar
* Bradley’s First Army and suffering a- rupture in their lines by Lt. Gen.
George S. Patton Jr.’s Third Army, the Germans launched a counterof-
fensive of fou_r' Panzer d1v1s1ons to smash the Amencan lines and cap-

Lﬁlt on £ 19:
man troops and 300 tank??;v%lgn@d west% - 2
_ Division targeted Mortain, a small town 20 miles directly-east of -

= r_""‘ Avranches. In the way of this armored assault stood the 30th Infantry k

» Division, an American National Guard unit that landed a month ear-
lier in Normandy. Called the Old Hickory Division in honer of Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson, the 30th had just replaced the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion at Mortain a day earlier and barely had time to dig in before the
Germans struck.

Monday, August 7 (Day 1)
A predawn German attack splintered the Old Hickory, overrunning
roadblocks and capturing and killing scores of Americans. But islands
of resistance denied the Germans key locations. The most important
was Hill 314, overlooking Mortain from the east, which towered over
the terrain for miles. The hill was ideal for defense, with huge

A boulders and dense undergrowth. The north and east
5\‘\\ sides of the hill sloped gently and were road accessi-
‘ ﬁ ble, but the south and west sides formed sheer cliffs
above the town. On a clear day, Hill 314 provided
a panorama of the French countryside for
more than 30 miles.

National Guard Heritage Series
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Lieutenant Colonel Eads Hardaway, the com-
mander of the division’s 2nd Battalion, 120th
Infantry Regiment, set up his headquarters in
Mortain and sent his E, G, and K Companies to
the crest of the Hill 314, placing them in a tri-
angular perimeter. Lieutenant Joseph Reaser’s K

U.S. Army Art Collection
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ABOVE: The village of Mortain and the strategically critical Hill 314 are

Bartz’s team. Emergency barrage numbers were
pinpointed on expected counterattack areas.
During an attack, an observer only had to
request “Emergency Barrage Number 1” and
the gunners would know where to fire. Nor-
mal barrage numbers disrupted suspected sup-

N

shown in this sketch. The defense of

Mortain was central to preventing a German counterattack from seriously endangering the flank of the
advancing U.S. Third Army. BELOW: Three key figures in the defense of Hill 314 at Mortain were (left to
right) Lieutenant Ralph Kerley, Sergeant Frank Denius, and Lieutenant Robert Weiss.

Company covered the north; Lieutenant Ronald
Woody’s G Company covered the southwest;
and Lieutenant Ralph Kerley’s E Company cov-
ered the southeast. The 2nd Battalion’s GIs had
only bazookas and mortars, but they possessed
two artillery forward observer teams, both from
the 230th Field Artillery Battalion. Lieutenant
Robert Weiss commanded one team (Battery B),
Lieutenant Charles Bartz the other (Battery C).

Both teams spent the previous day plotting
artillery support. “I would plot out emergency
barrage numbers and normal barrage num-
bers,” explained Sergeant Frank Denius, from
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plies and support areas farther back. “If you
got attacked at night, [artillery] had to come
immediately,” explained Denius. “My battal-
ion had 12 105s, but in an emergency we could
have all division artillery, then we had artillery
from other divisions and corps artillery.”

The clanking tank treads warned the men
atop Hill 314 of the impending attack. The
Germans struck around 1 AM and quickly over-
ran a roadblock on the southeastern edge of the
hill. Survivors straggled into the perimeter. The
Germans pressed their attack, cutting off com-
munications between the hill and Lieutenant
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Colonel Hardaway’s battalion headquarters in
Mortain. Enemy tanks and infantry rushed up
the eastern and southeastern slopes, the soldiers
shouting, “Heil Hitler!” and charged G Com-
pany’s foxholes near a small church called La
Petite Chapelle.

As German tanks and infantry slammed into
G Company, Lieutenant Kerley ordered Lieu-
tenant Weiss to call in artillery fire. Blinded by
darkness and fog, Weiss could hear the
approaching tanks and radioed coordinates to
the artillery based on his best guess. Shells rained
down on the Germans. In a short, sharp skir-
mish, the American brushed them off the heights.

Lieutenant Bartz’s observation team was
stuck in the front lines, unable to call in rounds
lest they reveal their position to the Germans.
The attack took Bartz out of the fight, but the
rest of his team, Sergeant Frank Denius and
Technical Sergeant Sherman Goldstein, made it
back to Kerley’s headquarters. By the time they
set up their radio and began adding to Weiss’s
artillery requests, two hours had passed.
Denius and Goldstein would work well
together for the duration of the battle. “I was
an instrument operator,” recalled Denius.
“Sherman Goldstein was the radio sergeant.
When I called out directions for fire, he relayed
them to battalion.”

Once the GIs halted the attack, Lieutenant
Kerley did something odd. He removed his hel-
met, lay down on the ground. and fell asleep.
The panicked men around him suddenly
calmed. Dense fog held the battlefield in check.
He finally awoke an hour later, refreshed. He
led the rest of the battle energetically and with
a clear head. It would be his last bit of sleep for
the next week.

Kerley was amazed at what he saw once the
sun burned off the fog: “Columns of enemy
armor and foot troops streaming [toward us]
from the east and northeast.” The Germans
were packed together, an easy target. Weiss and
Denius called fire missions, and shells began
exploding among the attackers, killing and
maiming scores of Germans, destroying tanks
and vehicles, and sending survivors scurrying
down the hill.

While Weiss called in artillery on the east and
northeast, Denius called for fire on the south
and southwest. “I saw German infantry and
tanks attacking,” said Denius. “It was the first
time that we had seen that many tanks and that
large a concentration attacking us.” Denius
eyed a large intersection on the southeast cor-
ner below Hill 314, where the Germans were
trying to either bypass the hill or attack it from
behind. He and Goldstein ordered fire on the
intersection and continued to do so during the



course of the battle.

The Germans retaliated with 88mm artillery
fire. Several rounds exploded near Weiss, but the
angle of fire and the huge boulders offered
refuge. The shrapnel merely nipped the top of
his radio antenna. Others were not as lucky. An
88 explosion knocked down a Native American
soldier running up the hill. He lay there, shaking
with fright before gathering the courage to stand,
put his helmet on, and continued up the slope.
While Weiss remained with Kerley, Denius and
Goldstein moved between the three companies,
offering fire support where they could.

The Germans continued to probe the hill, but
Companies E and K pushed them back. It was
no easy task. When an enemy sniper began
shooting at E Company, Lieutenant Kerley
asked one of his men for his rifle and then dis-
appeared for about 20 minutes. His men wor-
ried about him until they heard two shots ring
out. Kerley emerged from the scrub and quietly
offered the man his rifle back. “Thanks son,”
was all he said.

One German assault managed to capture sev-
eral K Company rifle squads. Elsewhere, an E
Company soldier, Private Paul Nethery,
exchanged fire with a group of Germans. He
was hit in the head and leg, but Nethery
wounded an SS officer, who was then captured.
The German turned out to be an artillery spot-
ter, an important catch for the Americans.

As the morning wore on, men from the town
below began drifting into Hill 314’ perimeter.
One unit arrived intact. Captain Reynold Erich-
son from F Company led a 40-man platoon
from C Company onto the hilltop. Erichson
had left the hilltop for battalion headquarters
when communications died. Once there, Lt.
Col. Hardaway gave Erichson the platoon and
ordered him back up the hill.

Erichson spent most of the day trying to find
a way back into the perimeter. He and his men
constantly stumbled into groups of SS soldiers
who forced Erichson to change directions. In
the final dash, a German half-track with a
mounted machine gun opened up on Erichson’s
men. Fortunately, the G Company soldiers atop
Hill 314 dropped mortars on the Germans,
enabling the trapped men to disengage and
wriggle up the hill on their bellies. One of the
last to make it into the perimeter was Captain
Delmont Byrn of H Company, who was taken
aback at what he found. “I was kind of shocked
to see injured men lying there in the open, being
hit again by shrapnel.”

Above, American Ninth Air Force fighter
planes flew 429 sorties to keep the Luftwaffe
out of the skies that first day. Ten squadrons
of Hawker Typhoons of the British Second
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ABOVE: The success of the German counterstroke against the advancing Third Army was contingent upon the
capture of Hill 314 and the nearby village of Mortain, lower right. BELOW: During the second day of the siege
of Hill 314, American infantrymen of the 30th Division race along the edge of a field beside an imposing

French hedgerow.

National Archives

Tactical Air Force flew 290 sorties and fired
2,088 rockets at German tanks and vehicles
below, keeping the enemy at bay. “I’ll never
forget the sound of those rockets fired from
the British Typhoons,” explained Denius. “We
had never heard anything like that before.”
With most of Mortain in German hands, Lt.
Col. Hardaway radioed Captain Erichson that
he was now the temporary commander of the
three companies. As the sun went down,

Erichson ordered a survey of the remaining
ammunition supplies. Each company reported
severe shortages or depots inaccessible
because of German snipers. At least 78 GIs
were killed, wounded, or captured. There was
no relief in sight.

Tuesday, August 8 (Day 2)
During the night, Lieutenant Woody shifted G
Company’s position closer to Lieutenant
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ABOVE: German troops pose for a photograph

| AT T e

er during a respite from their efforts to disrupt the Allied

advance toward the frontier of their Fatherland in the summer of 1944. These soldiers have festooned their
helmets and uniforms with natural camouflage. BELOW: A PzKpfw. VI Tiger tank of the Waffen SS is shown in
Normandy following the Allied invasion. A Tiger attempted to intimidate the soldiers of the U.S. 2nd Battalion,
120th Infantry Regiment at Mortain but turned and withdrew from Hill 314 when a call for American surren-

der was ignored.

Reaser’s K Company and away from Le Petit
Chapelle, consolidating the perimeter but iso-
lating Lieutenant Kerley’s E Company.
Throughout the night and into the next morn-
ing the artillery observers called in heavy fire
every time the Germans massed for an attack.
Whenever the Germans fired an artillery shell
or a tank round, the observers quickly pin-
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pointed the location and rained fire.

Finally, a lone Panther tank plowed through
a hail of fire and roared onto the hilltop. The
men held silent as the tank drove through the
perimeter. An American bazooka team tried to
get into a firing position while Denius raced to
the area to call artillery rounds on the tank.
Finally, the Panther’s commander, probably

realizing he was alone, turned around without
firing a shot and retreated down the hill.

Although the lone tank was the only real
attack of the day, the Americans had other wor-
ries. With no resupply, men were running low
on food. They had pooled their K-rations,
reserving some for the wounded, but soon ran
out. Some dug potatoes and cabbages from an
abandoned farm or plucked apples from an
orchard. “That first bite of cabbage was about
the most delicious taste I ever experienced,”
said Private Thomas Street. One soldier
donated his bottle of cognac to fuel a fire used
to cook potato soup.

Private First Class Allen Newhouse later
recalled, “It was the first time I ever ate green
apples without getting a stomach ache.”
Sergeant Denius relied on his chocolate D-Bar,
shaving portions for himself with his bayonet.
“I was neither hungry nor thirsty,” recalled
Denius, who was too busy calling in fire to
think about food.

Some of the men found a cistern filled with
“fairly greenish” water. They filled their can-
teens and dropped in purifying pills, “but it did-
n’t help the taste,” said Private Street. German
snipers kept a freshwater well on the edge of
the American perimeter under fire. A few
thirsty soldiers said, “To hell with enemy
snipers!” and crawled to it. One man provided
covering fire while the other filled canteens.

With no medical equipment, casualties
mounted. Even though the healthy men
donated their first aid packs to the medics, med-
ical supplies were being used up. “We were
watching men die because we had no disinfec-
tant, no bandages, except what was in the tiny
first-aid kits we carried,” said Captain Byrn.

And then there were the radio batteries, the
crucial weapons that kept the artillery observers
in business and the enemy at bay. The artillery
observers used their radios sparingly. They
found that turning off their radios for a couple
of hours recharged the batteries a little, adding
about five to 10 minutes of life. They also
placed spare batteries on rocks in the sun, hop-
ing the heat would recharge them. “I didn’t
know if putting them in the sun worked,” said
Denius, “but we tried it.”

In an effort to resupply the men, two light
artillery spotter planes packed with food
swooped down on the hill. But the planes came
under withering German fire and were forced
to turn back before dropping their loads. The
men on Hill 314 would have to wait.

Up on the hill, Captain Byrne worked to con-
solidate the American perimeter. He braved
mortar and small arms fire to link up with
Companies G and K. “As I had not learned to
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ABOVE: Using his company command post radio to maintain contact with battalion headquarters, a U.S. Army
lieutenant of the 30th Infantry Division maintains cover from potential German sniper fire. RIGHT: In a scene
reminiscent of World War | trench warfare, a soldier of the U.S. 30th Division goes up and over the rim of his

foxhole during the fighting at Mortain.

be scared yet, [ made a fairly good example,”
he remembered.

By 2 pM, the Germans attacked G Company,
this time from the west, from the town of Mor-
tain. White phosphorous shells dropped on the
hill, burning some of the Americans. Lieutenant
Weiss quickly found cover and escaped the
burning particles. He then called a fire mission
on a group of enemy howitzers. Company G
repulsed the attack, breaking up German con-
centrations with mortars. “Every time we saw
the Germans forming up for an attack, we’d
drop a few shells on top of them,” recalled one
soldier. But the Americans absorbed more casu-
alties in the process.

Denius also called in artillery. “You could see
the attack coming,” he explained. “I would just
put as much artillery into the area as I could.
German tanks were very quiet and could slip up
on you.”

As the sun set, men gathered the dead and
placed them out of sight, lest their presence
reduce morale. The Germans tried another night
attack, but American artillery kept them at bay.
Weiss called in fire on the supply routes he had
already zeroed in. He then directed artillery
against three attacks by the Germans. Denius
ordered fire on the southern intersection inter-
mittently, staggering the rounds with two-minute
breaks, then eight minutes, then another pause

before firing again. “We asked them to keep fir-
ing, to do interdiction fire on 24/7.”

Wednesday, August 9 (Day 3)

Early on Wednesday, the Germans launched an
armored attack from the east against E Com-
pany’s roadblock, trying to split the American
perimeter. Artillery repulsed the first line of
tanks, and the same steel curtain greeted the
infantry. Then three light tanks attacked, fol-
lowed by bicycle troops. The Germans attacked
four times in one hour with more attacks to
come. More and more tanks and infantry kept
assaulting the same area, trying to break
through, only to be halted by a rain of shells.
Having no success, the Germans gathered at
the southwest corner of the hill and charged
near the La Petite Chapelle. Tossing phospho-
rous grenades, they pushed forward. Some
shouted, “Kamerad!” and waved white flags,
then pulled out guns and started shooting. Lieu-
tenant Weiss withheld fire, worried that he
might call it on his own men. A German
grenade exploded beneath an American .30-cal-
iber machine gun. One of the men was
wounded, but Sergeant Luther Myers survived
the blast and field stripped the weapon in the
dark to get it working again. One of the rifle-
men in front of Myers was hit in the arm and
began crawling back toward him. Myers

repaired the machine gun just in time to cover
the man. Then he opened fire on the Germans,
stopping their attack cold.

When firing ceased, men called for medics,
who showed up with empty medical satchels.
Unable to help their comrades, they went back
to their foxholes. Shortly thereafter, a German
officer began collecting rifles from the battle-
field. Myers used his rifle to draw a bead on
the German and fired. “I didn’t even have to
use the machine gun,” recalled Myers about the
easy kill.

Around 5:30 M, a specially fitted American
PB-38], a fighter plane equipped with a glass
nose in order to take photographs, flew over
the battlefield and surveyed the terrain for the
next day’s arrival of transport planes. Unfortu-
nately, the Germans shot at the plane as it cir-

cled, and it crashed in a nearby forest.

The artillery duel intensified, with the Ger-
mans getting the worst of it. “The Germans are
building up strong reserves on all sides,” Lieu-
tenant Weiss reported to Division. “We are lay-
ing a ring of fire.” The Americans fired 30
observed counterbattery missions in an hour, a
record for the European Theater. “I can’t tell
you how many German trucks and tanks we
knocked out,” recalled Denius. “We had great
vision when we could see clear enough.”

Everything was running out. Ammunition
stocks were low, medical supplies were thread-
bare, and the food had been consumed. To
make matters worse, the dead began decom-
posing in the August heat. “The future looked
anything but bright,” said Lieutenant Kerley,
“and morale was on the decline.” Men buried
their dog tags, rings, and anything of value,
preparing to be overrun.

Then the German SS officer with the white
flag walked up the hill and requested the Amer-
icans’ surrender. He was brought before Lieu-
tenant Kerley, who gave his curt reply and
added: “When the last round of our ammuni-
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tion is fired and the last bayonet has been bro-
ken in one of your bastard bellies, then we
might talk surrender. But I doubt it. Now get
the hell off this hill before I shoot you off.”

The surrender request and the attack had an
odd effect on the 2nd Battalion men. Their
despondency disappeared, replaced by anger
and resolve. “It was like nobody expected to
live anymore,” explained Captain Byrn. The
men now concentrated on fighting to the last,
taking as many Germans with them as possible.
When an officer back at headquarters learned
of Kerley’s statement, he declared: “That’s
telling the son-of-a-bitch.”

The Germans were good to their word. At
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ABOVE: Shortly after their ordeal on Hill 314, soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 120th Infantry Regiment posed

“Our batteries were so weak we could hardly
hear,” said Sergeant Harry Walker with K
Company. “Corporal Brown [some three miles
back with the artillery pieces] kept telling me to
speak up; he could hardly hear me.”

That afternoon a flight of Republic P-47
Thunderbolt fighter-bombers flew over the hill,
bombing German positions. The Americans
took cover in their foxholes, but the pilots
above knew who held the top of the hill. Four
hours later the fighter planes returned, escort-
ing C-47 transport aircraft. Their aircrews
kicked out supplies, which floated down under
different colored parachutes. To protect them-
selves from ground fire, the C-47s flew at a high
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for this image. Their haggard faces bear the obvious signs of prolonged combat. OPPOSITE: Decimated by
Allied air power and artillery during Operation Luttich, the German effort to cut off advance elements of the
U.S. Third Army in Normandy, this German armored column lies immobile along a French roadside. Heavy casu-
dlties were inflicted on German troops exposed to highly accurate artillery fire and daylight air raids.

8:15 pM with the sun low in the western sky, a
single Tiger tank blasted through the E Com-
pany roadblock and entered the perimeter.
After firing a few rounds, the tank’s hatch
opened and a German rose out of it. “Surren-
der or die!” he shouted. After a few moments
of silence, an American broke cover, climbed
onto the tank, and clung to the turret as the
tank sped back to enemy lines.

Even though the Germans eased their pressure
on August 10, the radio battery shortage was
becoming acute. Radios were no longer used to
communicate between companies. Instead, the
platoon and company leaders used runners.
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altitude, resulting in most of the supplies land-
ing behind German lines. Desperate for ammu-
nition, food, and batteries, American raiding
parties raced into No-Man’s-Land and
retrieved some of the canisters. Most of the sup-
plies consisted of ammunition and food. No
batteries or medical supplies were retrieved.
Some of the supplies were ridiculous.
Packed in boxes were .30-caliber rounds
designed for World War I-style rifles. The men
could use them in their M1 Garands, but they
had to load them individually. Knowing that
the Germans were listening, the radio opera-
tors bragged that they now had plenty of food,

water, and ammunition.

As the sun went down, the American
artillerymen shelled the hill, but with a differ-
ent purpose. The artillerymen used propaganda
shells, replacing leaflets with plasma, bandages,
tape, and morphine. The word went out to
expect artillery shells with red stripes around
their bases. The artillerymen, 10 miles away,
fired at the large white rocks on the northwest
face of the hill. Some shells hit, bounced into
the air, and imbedded themselves in the ground.

The men on Hill 314 had trouble finding
these shells in the dark. They beat one shell, try-
ing to crack it open, until someone realized it
had no markings. The medical shells were only
a partial success. Many were lost in the dark-
ness. Also, the impact against the rocks
destroyed the plasma. The men were able to
extract bandages and penicillin, but it was not
enough. “Every guy who was wounded got
some penicillin,” explained Denius. “I can still
see the smile on those guys’ faces when they got
that medicine.”

The men learned that there would be another
resupply attempt either by air or artillery the
following day. More good news arrived in the
form of approaching heavy firing. “They told
us another unit was fighting to rescue us,” said
Sergeant Charles Herndon. He was right. Task
Force Gillis, an armor and infantry unit, was
cutting its way toward Hill 314. Lieutenant
Weiss saw friendly forces south of his position
and reported, “They have the German army on
the run.”

Friday, August 11 (Day 6)
Throughout the darkness of August 11, divi-
sion artillery kept a ring of fire around Hill 314,
concentrating on the road nets. Dawn brought
a big surprise: German vehicles heading east,
away from Mortain. The Germans were
retreating. Artillery opened up on the vehicles,
depleting their numbers. The Germans around
the base of the hill, however, showed no signs
of retreating and kept up deadly sniper fire and
assaults, trying to break into the American
perimeter. As the morning wore on, a rumor
circulated that the relief force would reach them
around noon. “As the Germans fell back,”
explained Denius, “we were encouraged that
friendly forces were getting closer and closer.”
When the hour passed with no relief in sight,
the men were bitterly disappointed.

A second airdrop proved even worse than its
predecessor. More artillery shells were recovered,
but, once again, most of the plasma and mor-
phine did not survive the firing. The velocity of
a shell leaving the barrel simply smashed almost
everything inside. A few bandages and some



sulfa powder survived, and wide rolls of adhesive
tape were flattened into inch-long disks.

Unable to rush the line, the Germans
dropped a series of mortar shells on the Amer-
ican positions and then paused, waiting for the
Americans to expose themselves before firing
another series. The effects were horrible. The
ground shook, bodies rose and fell with the
impacts, and men choked on dust. Some ran to
the southern edge of the perimeter, but there
was no safe place to hide. To the Americans, it
seemed that any movement, however slight,
brought on mortars.

When the Americans spied a German team
setting up a mortar, a sergeant with only a sin-
gle mortar round set up his own. Once he com-
pleted his computations and adjustments, he
kissed his final round, dropped it in the tube,
and ducked. The round exploded about 10
yards from the enemy mortar, and the surviv-
ing Germans fled.

The 2nd Battalion had held out for six days
without substantial resupply or definite signs
of relief. The men had fought above and
beyond the call of duty. But the strain of battle,
little food, and dwindling ammunition spelled
disaster. Even the bravest soldiers could not
fight indefinitely without help or rest. As the
sun went down that Friday night, Lieutenant
Weiss signed off on his radio with a dire warn-
ing: “Without reinforcements, can hold until
tomorrow.” He never received the division
commander’s reply: “Reinforcements on the
way. Hold out.”

Saturday, August 12 (Day 7)

The Germans withdrew from around Hill 314
in the predawn hours. A departing tank shot a
random shell into the perimeter, almost sever-
ing Staff Sergeant John Corn’s right leg. He held
on for a few hours while Lieutenant Weiss loos-
ened and tightened a belt around his leg, but
when Corn knew the end was near he offered
his nickel-plated pistol and his watch to some
nearby infantrymen. He died a few hours later.

Before noon, a column of American vehi-
cles from the 35th Infantry Division raced up
the southern side of the hill. In the van were
two Sherman tanks, followed by a truck
packed with food, water, and medical sup-
plies. A single Sherman came next, followed
closely by ambulances. An hour later, another
regiment of Old Hickory, the 119th, pushed
through Mortain and relieved the northern
end of the hill.

The wounded were treated and loaded into
the ambulances. The men of 2nd Battalion were
then given food. “I didn’t know anything could
taste so good,” said Sergeant Myers about a

bouillon cube dissolved in cold water. Pfc. Leo
Temkin admitted to loving his K-rations.
“Funny thing,” he confessed, “They tasted
good. And I didn’t like K rations.” Sergeant
Denius enjoyed fresh water and was treated to
pancakes when he returned to his artillery bat-
tery. For syrup, Denius’s cook boiled some
sugar in water until it thickened.

The defenders of Hill 314, known as the
“Lost Battalion,” looked like ghosts to the men
who relieved them. They were gaunt after six
days of hunger. Of the approximately 700
defenders, only 376 survived. Casualties totaled
277 killed, wounded, and missing. Two out of
every five American soldiers were casualties.

The Battle of Mortain proved the resilience of
the American soldier in a crisis. The men had
not panicked when surrounded and fought on
despite low stocks of ammunition and food.
The enemy had them so outnumbered and out-
gunned that Maj. Gen. Hobbs later claimed:
“With heavy onion breath that [first] day, the
Germans would have achieved their objective.”

The brutal battle also brought together the
men of the battalion like never before. “Guys
who used to bitch at and fight each other
became brothers,” explained Pfc. Joseph Perry
after the battle.

The battle at Mortain also proved the impor-
tance of artillery. During the standoff, the bat-
talion’s supporting artillery fired an average of
2,000 shells in a 24-hour period. Those rounds
landed on German tanks, trucks, and soldiers.

The GI newspaper Stars & Stripes reported

Lieutenant Kerley’s blunt surrender refusal two
weeks after the battle, but it never really stuck.
General Anthony McAuliffe’s “Nuts” response,
delivered some five months later at the besieged
Belgian town of Bastogne, became the rebuke
heard round the world. The men of the Old
Hickory who heard Kerley’s response shared it
with everyone on Hill 314 but kept it to them-
selves. The two best-known books about Mor-
tain, Victory at Mortain by Mark Reardon and
Saving the Breakout by Alwyn Featherston,
both claim that Kerley’s response was “short, to
the point, and very unprintable.” Neither
author reveals what Kerley actually said.

The battle for Mortain was more important
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than just a hilltop stand. While the men of the
2nd Battalion held on by their fingernails, Pat-
ton’s XV Corps raced 75 miles behind Ger-
man lines. American commanders did not
panic when the Germans attacked. Instead,
they dealt with the situation while sticking to
their plan of surrounding the entire German
Seventh Army in Normandy. The fruits of
Mortain would be harvested in the victory in
the Falaise Pocket. o

Frequent contributor Kevin M. Hymel is a
historian for the U.S. Army’s Combat Studies
Institute at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and
author of Patton’s Photographs: War as
He Saw It. He also leads tours of Patton’s bat-
tlefields (including Mortain) and personal
tours of Normandy for Stephen Ambrose
Historical Tours.
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The 2nd SS Division Das Reich destroyed
the quiet French village of Oradour-sur-Glane
en route to the fields of Normandly.

BY ROBERT MUELLER

Bundesarchiv Dennis Nilsson

PON VISITING Oradour-sur-Glane,

l I one finds a quiet, rural French village
where the populace carries on about its
business much like in any commune in France.
However, there are two Oradour-sur-Glanes,
and one of them, while quiet, is not peaceful.
The original Oradour retains all of the scars of
the atrocity committed there on June 10, 1944.
The French region of Limousin had been a
hotbed of communist resistance to German
occupation since the organization of the first
guerrilla bands, or maquis, in the spring of 1942.
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Young men attempting to avoid deportation to
Germany as forced labor swelled the ranks of
militant resistors. The communist strategy was to
use every opportunity to inflict damage on the
Germans or the French that supported them. As
the anticipated Allied invasion of the European
continent grew near, attacks and reprisals
increased in frequency and ferocity.

Although only 38 years old, Brigadefiihrer
(brigadier general) Heinz Lammerding was
appointed commander of the 2nd SS Panzer
Division “Das Reich,” somewhat because of

Bundesarchiv

his friendship with SS chieftain Heinrich
Himmler. Trained as an engineer, he was an
early convert to Nazism and became an SS
member in 1935. During Operation Bar-
barossa, the German invasion of the Soviet
Union begun in June 1941, he had participated
in the destruction of entire villages that had
been accused of harboring partisans.
Stationed in the south of France, Das Reich
had been rebuilding after losses suffered in Rus-
sia. Although most of the unit’s troops were 17-
or 18-year-old boys, the core officers and




NCOs were experienced fighters from the East-
ern Front. After the Allies had landed their
armies on the coast of Normandy, the German
high command (OKW) struggled with the ques-
tion of how best to respond while maintaining
control of the interior. There was little argu-
ment that additional forces would be required
to repel the invasion, but Army Group G head-
quarters in Toulouse was receiving reports of
uprisings throughout central and southern
France. An OKW signal stated: “It is necessary
to use intimidating measures against the inhab-

itants. It is necessary to break the spirit of the
population by making examples.” The division
received orders to prepare to move north.
Emboldened by the invasion and having
received arms and instructions from Allied
planners, the French Resistance erupted in
armed revolt, determined to delay the move-
ment of German forces. Roadside trees were
dropped across highways, telephone cables cut,
bridges blown, and small German detachments
ambushed. Uncoordinated bands of fighters
skirmished with 2nd SS Panzer units as they
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moved toward Limoges, inflicting some Ger-
man casualties while suffering losses due to lack
of discipline and heavy weapons.

On June 7, in an all-out maquis assault on
the German garrison town of Tulle, the Ger-
mans suffered 97 casualties including 37 dead
in two days of street fighting. The resistance
went as far as to declare the city of 21,000 lib-
erated from German forces. The Tulle uprising
was put down by men of Das Reich Recon-
naissance Battalion No 2. On June 9, a group
of 99 suspected members of the resistance were
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hanged from the town’s balconies and lamp
posts; 149 were deported to Dachau, and of
those only 38 survived the war.

On that same evening, Sturmbannfiihrer
(major) Helmut Kampfe, commander of the
division’s Battalion No. 3, was returning to his
main force in Limoges accompanied only by
his chauffeur after putting down a similar
uprising in the town of Guéret. Their car was
stopped by maquis near La Bussiere, 24 kilo-
meters northeast of the city; the chauffeur was
shot and Kampfe taken prisoner. Later that
night, the resistance sabotaged a section of rail-
road track and viaduct in St.-Junien. While the
passengers and 10 German soldiers were walk-
ing around the damaged section, two of the
soldiers were shot.

The Germans applied the antiterrorist tech-
nique they had learned fighting the partisans in
Russia—instant and indiscriminant reprisal.

National Archives

market town, thriving as much as it could in
occupied France, but its inhabitants seldom suf-
fered from want, as Oradour had a reputation
for abundant food provided by the lush coun-
tryside’s numerous farms. Consequently, the
town was overflowing with civilian evacuees,
including Spaniards who had fled fascism and
found the town after defeat in the Spanish Civil
War. A few Alsatians who had been evacuated
from the French province at the outbreak of
hostilities in 1939 chose to stay rather than
reenter territory claimed as part of the Third
Reich. French citizens from Lorraine who had
fled their homes before the Germans closed the
border found shelter among their countrymen.
A few Jews living under assumed names hid
among the locals. They all had sought safety in
the heart of rural France.

Although the town’s normal population was
about 330, on this peaceful Saturday, June 10,
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French maquis inspect the wreckage of a German supply train they have derailed. The resistance kept thou-
sands of German troops away from the front lines to track the fighters who ambushed soldiers, severed com-

munication lines, and radioed intelligence to the Allies.

Sturmbannfiihrer Adolf Diekmann (sometimes
incorrectly referred to as Otto Dickmann), a
close personal friend of Kdmpfe, led men of the
SS Der Fiithrer Regiment’s Battalion No. 1
against the town of Oradour-sur-Glane to exact
punishment. What happened next raised
Oradour to the level of Lidice, Czechoslovakia,
a town that had been wiped out in reprisal for
the assassination of high-ranking SS officer
Reinhard Heydrich in May 1942, in the annals
of World War II crimes against civilians.

In 1944, Oradour-sur-Glane was a thriving
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1944, its population had risen to 650. An anti-
quated, one-track tram line operated between
Limoges and St.-Junien, passing through the
length of the town from its station near the
Mairie and down the hill to the stop on the
opposite side of the town by the river. Saturday
shoppers crowded the few operational cars to
complete their weekly search for produce. Even
though it was Saturday, schoolchildren from the
countryside were in town for a planned health
inspection. Adults joined them as they awaited
the distribution of the tobacco ration. There was

little concern in Oradour, as it garrisoned no
troops, hid no guns, had no history of resistance,
and generally played no part in the war.

At approximately 1:30 pMm, a 180-man
detachment from the 3rd Company, com-
manded by Hauptsturmfiihrer (captain) Otto
Kahn, appeared from the direction of Limoges
and searched the isolated farm buildings lying
to the south of the town. They gathered up the
civilians as they moved north after setting fire
to their homes and barns. One such patrol
came upon the tenant farm of Jean Rouffanche
and his 47-year-old wife, Marguerite. Along
with their extended family of two children, a
grandchild, and a grandmother, they were
herded along with others into Oradour.

Some minutes later, a convoy of trucks, half-
tracks, and cars crossed the Glane bridge and
rode up Rue Emile Desourteaux, the town’s
main street. The Germans debouched and
rapidly sealed the town. At first, most local peo-
ple were only interested in enjoying their noon
meal, as the town had a history of being left
alone by the German authorities and few inci-
dents had occurred in the area. However, sev-
eral refugee Jewish families did take alarm; the
Pinéde family, lodging in the Hotel Avril, hid
their three children in a closet under the hotel
stairway. Several young men wishing to avoid
forced labor in Germany also hid in various
buildings or escaped through the fields.

Dr. Jean Desourteaux was the town’s mayor
as well as its doctor, as was his father before
him. His son was also a doctor, and the Des-
ourteaux family was the most prominent in the
town. Sturmbannfihrer Diekmann ordered the
mayor to the Champ de Foire, or marketplace,
where he demanded that all the town residents
present themselves for an identity check. Ran-
dom reviews of identification papers were a
standard activity of occupation. No threats had
been received and none given. However, the
first sense of alarm ran through the assembling
townspeople as the SS set up machine guns in
the market.

Military trucks carrying people from the out-
lying communities arrived in the market square.
Troops spread through the town, pounding on
doors, searching buildings, and hurrying the
dawdlers along. As the crowd in the market
grew, people were talking and milling about,
but the actual check of identity papers was slow
to start.

Dr. Jacques Desourteaux returned from vis-
iting a patient and parked his automobile near
the marketplace. Escorted by an SS man, he
joined the conversation between his father and
Hauptsturmfihrer Kahn, who was using a
French-speaking SS soldier as interpreter. Kahn
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ABOVE: Sturmbannfiihrer Adolf Diekmann command-
ed the SS troops of the Das Reich’s Battalion No. 1
while they committed atrocities against the citizens
of the small village of Oradour-sur-Glane. BELOW:
Some of the children of Oradour-sur-Glane pose for a
school picture in 1943. A year later many of these
children were slain by marauding troops of the 2nd
SS Division Das Reich, Battalion No. 1. RIGHT: The
interior of the town church bears mute testimony to
the horror of June 1944 in Oradour-sur-Glane.
Women and children were herded into the church,
locked inside, fired upon, and then burned to death
when the building was set ablaze.

demanded 30 hostages; Dr. Desourteaux
refused but offered himself and his four sons.
Then a few isolated gunshots were heard.
Some of those attempting to escape the town
had been sighted and killed. The mayor and
some citizens tried to keep the crowd calm. Sol-
diers started to separate the men from the
women and children. Other soldiers began to
demand the locations of arms or ammunition
illegally stored in the town. To simplify the
search process, the women and children, total-
ing approximately 400, were led to the church,
where they could supposedly wait in comfort.
The men were ordered to sit in three rows fac-
ing the north wall of the fairground, where they
were asked to give up any unauthorized

weapons. One old and properly registered
hunting gun was declared but ignored.

It was now midafternoon. The men were
divided into six groups of unequal numbers and
marched under guard to various barns or
garages around the village. Some of the dis-
placed refugees from the German-speaking
regions of France strained to overhear the sol-
diers’” conversations. A few started to fear for
their lives because of what they heard.

Near 4 pM, a few young soldiers brought a
strange, large box into the church nave while
soldiers with submachine guns stood at the
main door and near the right transept. Several
survivors of the massacre reported that a shot
from the direction of the marketplace rang over
Oradour as if a signal to start the slaughter. The
soldiers in the church ignited strings hanging
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from the box, and black acrid smoke quickly
filled the church. Hand grenades were thrown
into the fearful crowd. Those not killed by the
explosions pushed their way into the vestry to
find breathable air. The guards fired indiscrim-
inately into the survivors. Firewood, church
chairs, and straw were thrown upon the bod-
ies sprawled across the flagstone floor of the
nave and set alight.

The blaze at the church was intensifying as an
Alsatian woman came to the door, identified
herself as a German refugee, and begged to be
let out. Hauptsturmfithrer Kahn shoved her
back into the flames, declaring that he was not
going to have any witnesses turning up later.
The roof arching collapsed, and the melted

church bell fell to the floor.

Only 47-year-old Madame Marguerite Rouf-
fanche survived the slaughter in the church, first
by feigning death and then by hiding amid the
thick smoke behind the altar. She was able to
force open the middle of the three altar win-
dows, boost herself up to the ledge, and throw
herself out, falling three meters to the ground.
Wounded by soldiers firing at others attempt-
ing to escape, Madame Rouffanche hid in an
early spring pea crop until help arrived 25
hours later. She had received four bullet
wounds to the legs and one to her shoulder. She
lived to give testimony at the war crimes trial
of the perpetrators nine years later.

Germans with machine guns stood guard at
the doors over the groups of men crowded into
the barns and sheds. At the signal, they began

shooting, indiscriminately killing anyone in the
building. The Laudy family barn held approxi-
mately 60 men when the firing started. Most
died quickly, and those who still moved after the
few minutes of firing were coldly dispatched.
Even so, a few survived, protected by the bodies
of others who had fallen on top of them. The
soldiers spread straw and firewood over the bod-
ies and set it afire. As the flames quickly spread,
the barn filled with smoke. Five men escaped
into a rear courtyard and hid in a pile of hay and,
when the hay was also set on fire, escaped again
through a hole in the courtyard’s surrounding
wall. In a second yard, they hid among rabbit
hutches until dark before escaping from the
town. A sixth man, making his way separate
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from the others, was seen and shot. No one from
the other barns or garages survived.

Within an hour, the mass killing was com-
plete, but the search for escapees continued. An
invalid old man was burned to death when his
home was torched. Two children who were hid-
ing in the church’s confessional stall were shot
in the head. The engineer’s assistant from a
maintenance tram was shot and his body
dumped into the river. The engineer inexplica-
bly was allowed to return with the tram car to
Limoges. A group of cyclists on a day excur-
sion from Limoges were apprehended as they
entered the town and shot in front of the
Beaulieu forge. Days later, an unexplained
group of bodies was found in the well on the
road to St.-Junien. People from the countryside
heard the explosion and gunshots. If they
approached the town to investigate or to look
for a child in one of the schools, they were shot.

By 6 pM, German soldiers roamed through
the streets of Oradour, looting and setting alight
every building in the town. Only the house of
M. Dupic, the town draper, was spared as an
overnight accommodation for the soldiers. It
was ignited the following morning. At about
this time, the Pinéde children, still beneath the
hotel staircase, were driven from their hiding
place by the heat and smoke of the burning
hotel. They made their escape into the rear
yard. As they did so, the eldest, 22-year-old
Jacqueline, collided with an SS trooper and, in
her confusion, asked, “What should we do?”
The soldier waved his arm toward an open field
and the children ran. They survived.

Word of the massacre spread; indeed, citizens
with friends or relatives living in Oradour went
to the town’s outskirts, and a few even quizzed
the guards blocking access. They received var-
ious explanations, but only one managed to
pass the guards. He spoke to an officer about
his missing children but was ordered to leave.
Surprisingly, he was allowed to do so. The
killing had ended.

That evening Sturmbannfiithrer Diekmann
returned to Limoges to meet with his com-
manding officer, Standartenfiihrer (colonel)
Sylvester Stadler, at the Der Fithrer regimental
headquarters. He reported what he had done,
claiming that the village was filled with explo-
sives and maquis. Stadler expressed shock and
promised a court of inquiry.

Diekmann returned to Oradour just before
the regularly scheduled tram from Limoges.
The tram’s riders had their papers checked, and
those from Oradour were ordered off the tram.
The others were sent back to Limoges. At first
it appeared that there would be 20 additional
victims. They were taken to a field command
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post outside the town. Encircled by soldiers,
they feared execution as a heated debate among
the Germans ensued. They were released with
instructions not to go to Oradour.

About 9:30 pwm, still daylight during the
wartime double Daylight Saving Time, the
majority of the soldiers departed for the nearby
village of Nieul, leaving only 20 or 30 rear-
guard troops in Oradour. During the night, par-
© Regis Bossu / Sygma / Corbis

ABOVE: Heinz Barth, participated in the murders of
civilians at Oradour-sur-Glane, and hid from law
enforcement officials for years in East Germany.
Photographed during his trial in 1983, he was con-
victed of war crimes and sentenced to life in prison.

ents, anxious about the nonreturn of their chil-
dren from the day’s classes, gathered outside
the town. Gradually word spread: “Don’t go
into Oradour. They’re shooting in there.”

It was not until the final soldiers left the town
at 6 AM Sunday morning that the citizens dis-
covered the full extent of the tragedy. The town
was completely destroyed—not one of its 328
buildings remained undamaged. Partially or
completely burned bodies lay everywhere.

On Monday morning a small detachment of
Wehrmacht troops arrived and started to bury
the dead in common pits. The work continued
into Tuesday, but as the news of the atrocity
spread, the efforts dwindled. As it was, the men
had been summoned to Normandy and had
orders to enter the battle being waged there.

French aid workers followed and exhumed
the bodies buried by the Germans, attempted
identification, and collected personal effects.
Only 52 bodies could be formally identified.
The other 5§90 were too badly burned. Only 10

victims of the roundup survived: the five men
who escaped from the Landy barn; Madame
Rouffanche; Roger Godfrin, an eight-year-old
who ran out the back door of the school when
the Germans ordered the children to the mar-
ketplace; and the three Pinedé children, whose
parents both died. Twenty-eight successfully
hid from the initial roundup, and 36 citizens of
the town were away that day.

Stunned by the brutality shown at Oradour,
the resistance essentially ceased its attacks, but
Allied air supremacy made transport a difficult
and risky proposition. The Das Reich Division
eventually reached the battlefront. On June 30,
Diekmann was killed by a shell splinter to the
head when he left his command bunker with-
out his helmet. Comrades claimed that he just
did not care anymore. He is buried in La
Cambe German Cemetery in Normandy.
Kimpfe’s body was recovered and is now
buried in the German Military Cemetery at
Berneuil. Kahn was twice wounded, lost an
arm, and disappeared. It is believed that he died
in 1977 in Germany. The court of inquiry was
held when the unit arrived in Normandy, but a
verdict was never reached.

In 1953, seven German and 14 French (Alsa-
tian) members of Company No. 3, Battalion
No. 1, Der Fithrer Regiment, 2nd SS Panzer
Division Das Reich were brought before a mil-
itary tribunal in Bordeaux, France, and charged
for their participation in the Oradour atrocity.
The tribunal was led by jurist M. Nussy-Saint-
Saéns and consisted of six officers who had
been in the French Resistance. Several of the
key participants could not be located or refused
to attend. The commanding officer of Das
Reich, Brigadefiihrer Heinz Lammerding, had
already been condemned to death for the hang-
ings in Tulle. Although living openly in Diissel-
dorf, he was not forced to attend, as the British,
in whose zone of occupation he lived, claimed
to have never received an official request for his
extradition. Lammerding died of natural causes
in 1971. Diekmann and Kahn were dead;
Stadler claimed no knowledge of the event and
was not charged.

The seven German defendants—none of
them officers—had already been in jail for eight
years awaiting disposition of their cases. The
Frenchmen, who had been interrogated as wit-
nesses after the war and then released, returned
voluntarily, expecting only to give testimony.
The trial became divisive, pitting local French-
men against Germans and residents of the
newly recovered province of Alsace. The trial
was greatly complicated over the status of the
14 Alsatian defendants. Two of the French
defendants had since been awarded medals for



their later service in the French Army in the
Indochina fighting. One had received the Croix
de Guerre. Most had been forced into the Ger-
man Army. Some had deserted when the unit
arrived in Normandy. By French law, others
were below the age of adulthood when the
events occurred.

German soldiers had been forced to sign
statements written in English that they did not
understand. Previously obtained confessions
were recanted as having been extracted under
torture. New retroactive laws shifted the bur-
den of proof from the prosecution to the
defense. Essentially, those accused would have
to prove that they did not commit any crime.
They would also have to prove that they were
not members of a criminal organization, the
German SS. The French press reported the story
with zeal. Only one of the defendants could be
identified by a survivor as having participated
in the massacre. The defendant denied it. The
French Law of Collective Responsibility was
changed, and the trials of the German and Alsa-
tians were continued separately.

Alsatian Antoine Lohner testified that he was
the interpreter for Hauptsturmfiihrer Kahn
when talking to Dr. Desourteaux. His squad
forced men to remove wagons from Denis’s car-
riage house and forced the prisoners, including
the old village priest, into the structure. He fur-
ther testified that he saw fellow defendant
Georges-Réne Boos throw hand grenades into
the church. The other defendants were mostly
silent except to proclaim their innocence.

After 32 hours of deliberation on the 800
separate charges, the verdicts were read on Fri-
day, February 13, 1953. German Sergeant Karl
Lenz was sentenced to death; four German
defendants were sentenced to 10-12 years of
hard labor. One had proven that he was absent
from Oradour and was freed. Of the French
Alsatian defendants, only Georges Boos, who
had voluntarily joined the SS, was sentenced to
death, not for war crimes but for treason.
Lohner was sentenced to seven years hard
labor. The other Alsatian defendants received
sentences of 5 to 12 years of hard labor. One
defendant was never tried as he had been found
legally insane. The people of Limoges protested
against perceived leniency for the perpetrators
of the massacre. It was a judicial compromise.

The French National Assembly had passed a
law granting complete amnesty to all those
forced into the German Army. Still, the residents
of Limousin thought the punishments too light
and objected to the amnesty. Alsatians thought
the sentences and amnesty disproportional.
Eventually, both Lenz and Boos were pardoned.

In 1983, platoon commander Untersturm-

National Archives

ABOVE: A few weeks after the atrocities were committed by SS troops at Oradour-sur-Glane, French workers
exhumed the bodies of a number of the victims. BELOW: Shown at lower right in this 1953 photo, defendants
sit impassively during their war crimes trial for the atrocities committed at Oradour-sur-Glane in 1944. Two
death sentences and four prison terms ranging from 10 to 12 years were handed down with guilty verdicts

among the 800 charges that were leveled.

)

ullstein bild / The Granger Collection, New York

fithrer (lieutenant) Heinz Barth, who had been
hiding in East Germany under an assumed name,
was tried there for leading men during the mas-
sacre. He admitted to shooting into a crowd of
men but claimed that he was only following
orders. Found guilty of war crimes, he received

a life sentence but was released in 1997 because

of age and poor health. He died in 2007.
Madame Rouffanche, who had spent a year
in the hospital and had electrified the trial
with her recounting of the church fire, died in
Continued on page 72

JULY 2012 WWII HISTORY

61



62

MERCHANT MARINE

THE AMERICAN WAR in the Pacific proved
to be largely a maritime endeavor. Fighting

consisted of widespread naval battles between

the two major opponents followed by Amer-
ican 1nvas10ns of Japanese-held island bases.
The strategy decided on by the U.S. Jil‘_gh com-
mand consisted of takmg ?ecurmg these
bases one by one and moving ‘toward a possi-

~ ble invasion of the Japanese home islands.

accomplish this mission, large numbers
of fighting men and vast amounts of equip-
ment and supplies had to be moved from the
U.S. mainland to the staging and combat

-~ areas. Estimates called for the movement of

seven to 15 tons of supphes and equipment to
support each soldier for each year of overseas

service. The U.S. Merchant Marine played a

WWIIHISTORY

major role in this critical transportation task.
Merchant ships and their crews accompanied
every major invasion of Japanese-held islands
throughout the Pacific Theater.

Japanese naval action against American
shipping occurred in three distinct phases. The
first, immediately following the attack on
Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, consisted of
the capture or sinking of American ships at
sea or berthed in ports of countries seized by
the Japanese in the first few weeks of the war.
The second phase, from mid-1942 until Octo-

 ber 1944, involved the attack by Japanese sub-

marines on single merchant vessels, generally
sailing alone rather than in convoys. The third
and final phase featured suicide attacks by

- planes, manned bombs, or torpedoes on ships

berthed or lying at anchor at invasion sites.
Immediately after Pearl Harbor, the United
States Merchant Marine was ill equipped for
its crucial role that was to follow. The Japan-
ese seized every ship flying the American flag
in the Asian ports that they captured. More-
over, the bombing of Pearl Harbor served as a
signal to the Japanese submarines at sea to
begin action against American ships then cur-

_rentljffg‘@fhilg, across the vast stretches of the

Pacific. The German government joined its
Japanese a .ﬁand began a campaign of
destruction on ﬁtla‘ntu; seas as well. In the
three weeks following December 7, German
U-boats sank 25 ships off the U.S. Atlantic
coast, causing the loss of over 500 seamen. .

The Japanese submarine fleet in the Pacific




did not present the same formidable threat to
the U.S. merchant fleet as the Germans did in
the Atlantic. Nevertheless, during the first few
months of the war the threat of attacks by the
Japanese created a great deal of apprehension
on the U.S. West Coast. Merchant ships spot-
ted a number of enemy submarines along that
coast in the first couple of months after the
war began. Japanese subs sank eight ships dur-
ing December 1941 and attacked a number of
others without sinking them. The tankers
Agriworld and H.M. Storey, sailing along the
West Coast, managed to escape without major
damage. A unique incident occurred when a
lone Japanese sub surfaced and shelled oil
fields near Santa Barbara, California, causing
little damage.

Not all ships at sea in the Pacific in Decem-
ber 1941 were as fortunate. The Japanese sank
the Matson freighter Lahaina on December
- 10 and its sister sh'Tp Manina five days later.
- The Lykes Lines Prusa suffered the same fate
~on the 19th. The following day, the tanker
- Emidio sustained a direct hit to its engine

‘room while sailing north of San Francisco,
 resulting in its sinking and the death of a num-
ber of its crewmen.

All photos: National Archives

————d weam

R La sy e

Tankers ride low in the water with their holds full of fuel. By the time this photograph was taken in April

1945, the U.S. Merchant Marine had been delivering precious wartime cargo to island outposts across
the Pacific Ocean for more than three years. INSET: Survivors of the sunken Liberty ship John E. Johnson
float near a rescue craft. Their cargo ship had been sunk by a Japanese submarine that attempted to ram
a raft and lifeboat before surfacing to rake survivors with small-arms fire.

Initially, the United States was ill equipped
to fight a two-ocean war. The loss of warships
at Pearl Harbor seriously crippled the U.S.
Navy’s ability to respond to the Axis threat.
The merchant fleet itself also was handicapped
by the serious losses inflicted upon it. The
remainder of the merchant fleet consisted
mostly of old vessels well beyond their prime.

Hog Islanders, a type of cargo ship con-
structed at the end of World War I, represented
a disproportionate number of ships available
for the tasks ahead. Further complicating the
task was the fact that when the war com-
menced merchant shipping had to sail
unarmed and proved to be an easy target for
the enemy.
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Skilled personnel to serve the planned expan-
sion of the fleet were in short supply. Many mer-
chant marine officers had joined the Navy as that
organization rebuilt following the December 7
attack, thus robbing the merchant service of
many of its experienced sailors. It became nec-
essary for the U.S. government to launch a high-
priority program to build ships and to train sea-
men. The government established a new
organization, the War Shipping Administration,
to oversee this critical problem.

The WSA also ordered the building of some
3,700 ships in the course of the war. Most of
these were the so-called Liberty ships—10,000-
ton cargo vessels powered by reciprocating
steam engines and capable of a top speed of
about 11 knots. American industry began to
turn out these ships at a phenomenal rate
although faulty construction of the all welded
hulls of the new design caused a number of
them to break up in bad weather. Corrections
in welding techniques ultimately solved the
problem as the war progressed.

Toward the end of the war, American ship-
yards began turning out the Victory ship to
replace the Liberty. The Victory had a top speed
of 17 knots and used turbine propulsion
engines to replace the less powerful steam plant

used to drive the Liberty. The WSA also ordered
the construction of a large number of tankers
as well as some ships designed strictly for the
transportation of personnel.

The staffing necessary to man the new ves-
sels presented a critical problem for the WSA.
The government established maritime schools
on both coasts to train novice seamen for work
in the deck, engine, and stewards’ departments.
The average cargo ship required a crew of
approximately 45 seamen. In addition, the
Navy put two dozen or so gunners, signalmen,
and radio operators aboard each merchant
ship to provide protection from enemy aircraft
and submarines. The average merchant ship
carried 10 20mm cannon, a 3-inch antiaircraft
gun forward, and a 5-inch antiaircraft gun aft.
Merchant seamen acted as loaders for the
Navy crews.

Five state maritime academies established in
California, Maine, Massachusetts, New York,
and Pennsylvania prior to the war furnished offi-
cers for the expanded Merchant Marine pro-
gram. The federal government also instituted a
cadet program to train officers through courses
set up both on land and at sea. This program
ultimately resulted in the establishment of the
United States Merchant Marine Academy, an

BELOW: The Bethlehem-Fairfield Shipyard in Baltimore, Maryland, is ablaze with lights as workers toil around
the clock to produce a new generation of cargo vessels to deliver critical supplies to U.S. troops at war on
Pacific islands and the Asian continent. RIGHT: Navy personnel instruct Merchant Mariners on the proper oper-
ation of a 20mm cannon fixed to the deck of a merchant vessel.
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institution similar to the Army’s West Point, the
Navy’s Annapolis, and the Coast Guard Acad-
emy at New London, Connecticut.

In 1942, the United States military undertook
its island-hopping campaign across the Pacific,
reversing the tide of Japanese naval victories
and initiating the long trek toward the Japan-
ese home islands with the invasion of Guadal-
canal in the Solomons chain.

The Navy’s Central Pacific Command, under
Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, began amphibi-
ous assaults on Japanese strongholds in the

e ~




Gilbert, Marshall, and Mariana Island groups,
while the South Pacific Command, under Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur, began to move
through the Solomons and New Guinea toward
the Philippines. Both of these commands
demanded heavy logistical support from the
distant United States.

A steady run of merchant ships began lengthy
voyages from the continental United States to
these far-flung Pacific outposts. A supply trip
from San Francisco or Los Angeles to Australia
or New Guinea involved a run of more than
12,000 miles. Virtually all of the war material
required by General MacArthur’s forces had to
be shipped over that distance. For the slow Lib-
erty ships this meant a month or more at sea,
often traveling through enemy-infested waters.

The Japanese did not pursue the same degree
of aggressive submarine warfare practiced by
the German Navy. The Japanese often used
submarines to supply their far-flung island gar-
risons. However, when the Japanese did sink
an Allied vessel the attacking sub would often
surface and attempt to kill all of the survivors.
After sinking the supply vessel John A. Johnson
in October 1944, a Japanese submarine
attempted to ram the ship’s surviving lifeboat
and raft. It then surfaced and opened up with
small arms fire on the survivors in the water.
Some 35 merchant seamen and their Navy ship-
mates survived the onslaught and were rescued
the following morning by the patrol yacht USS
Argus, which had been alerted by a Pan Amer-
ican Airways plane flying overhead.

During most of the war in the Pacific the
majority of the merchant ships managed to
complete their runs successfully. These vessels
often spent weeks, even months, on lengthy
runs to myriad island bases that depended on
them for everything from food, arms, and
ammunition to mail from home. Most ships
sailed in convoys as they neared the active fight-
ing areas, although some of the newer vessels,
the Victory and the C ships, sailed alone count-
ing on their speed to outrun the enemy.

Prior to the invasion of the Philippines in the
autumn of 1944, Japanese submarine attacks
against U.S. merchant ships were sporadic. With
the American invasion fleet moving toward the
Philippine island of Leyte in October, the Japan-
ese naval high command made a fateful decision.
Admiral Takijiro Ohnishi, commander of the
First Air Fleet, instituted a plan for the crashing
of Japanese aircraft into American ships accom-
panying the invasion of the island.

Ohnishi named this new fighting unit the
Special Attack Corps, but it soon came to be
known as the kamikaze, or Divine Wind. Over-
all Japanese strategy involved the use of three

ABOVE: The first Victory ship, SS United Victory, nears completion at the Oregon S

e P

hipbuilding Yard. The con-

struction of Victory ships followed the initial success of the Liberty ships, merchant vessels constructed rapidly
in sections and delivered to the U.S. cargo fleet, replacing losses sustained early in the war. BELOW: A casual-
ty of war, the tanker USS Mississinewa blazes following an attack by the Japanese.

bomb-laden planes directly into enemy ships;
the delivery of a manned rocket-propelled sui-
cide missile, the Ohka, released from a bomber
above the target; and the kaiten, a one-man
midget suicide submarine carried by a mother
sub and directed like a torpedo against an
enemy vessel. In practice, however, only the
kamikaze proved effective.

The original targets of the kamikaze were
American aircraft carriers in order to reduce
their overwhelming numbers in combat areas.
However, in the ensuing raids Japanese suicide
pilots often aimed their planes at any targets
that presented themselves.

Despite the Japanese defensive preparations,
the American forces landed at Leyte on Octo-
ber 20, 1944. A total of 108 merchant ships

participated in the action, a number of them
moving into San Pedro Bay to begin unloading
men and supplies. On October 24, the Japan-
ese began their waves of kamikaze attacks on
American shipping. Some 20 merchant vessels
were already in the process of unloading
approximately 500,000 tons of food and sup-
plies as well as 30,000 soldiers.

Although the Japanese conducted a series of
desperate raids on the anchored ships, the mer-
chant vessels successfully resisted the attempts
by the kamikazes to destroy them. Many suf-
fered substantial damage but still managed to
inflict heavy losses on the attackers. The
merchant ships were credited with shooting
down 100 enemy aircraft during the 10 weeks
following the Leyte landings. Unfortunately, a

Continued on page 73
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Books | By &1 Hemingway |

What appeared to be a day in the park was
actually a serious effort on Tsuji’s part to gather
intelligence on the terrain and take photographs
of the area for an upcoming Japanese assault to
4 ; drive the Red Army from the region. The
bloody struggle that would follow near the tiny
hamlet of Nomonhan would result in the open-
ing shots of World War II.

In his new book, Nomonhan, 1939: The Red
Army’s Victory That Shaped World War 11
(Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, MD, 2012,
288 pp., maps, notes, index, $31.95, hard-
cover), author Stuart D. Goldman has not only
written a powerful account of the Red Army’s
lopsided victory over Imperial Japan but also
included the impact the Nazi-Soviet Non-
Aggression Pact had on the war, paving the way
for Hitler to invade Poland a few days after
hostilities at Nomonhan had ended.

Soviet dictator Josef Stalin, always the
shrewd politician, waited patiently as Japan
invaded China before making a major move in
the area. As the mushrooming Chinese fighting
sapped Japan of its manpower, weapons, and
aircraft, including units from their Manchurian
occupation force, Stalin reinforced the garrison
in Manchuria, placing General Georgi Zhukov
in command of the forces there.

In July, the Japanese assaulted the Red
Army’s positions. Soviet artillery pounded the
Japanese as Red Army infantrymen from two
battalions reinforced by armored vehicles
finally pushed the attackers back to their start-
savagery at Nomo nh an ing point. That August, Zhukov ordered a

major counteroffensive that decimated the

Japanese 23rd Division. Once again Soviet

. . artillery hammered Japanese positions and the

In 1939, the Soviet Red Army and the Imperial Japanese newly arrived T-34 tanks anmihlated the Japan.

Army fought for control of Manchuria in the bloodiest war ese armor. In the end, an estimated 18,000-

the world has ever seen. 23,00Q men were kl.lled and wounded, not

counting the troops in Manchukuo engaged

between May and September 1939. Most of the

ON A MARCH DAY IN 1939, A 40-MAN COMBAT PATROL FROM THE JAPANESE Kwantung Army’s guns and tanks had been

Kwantung Army, led by Major Tsuji Masanobu of the operations staff, made its way to the base  destroyed along with about 150 aircraft. Soviet

e 0f Changkufeng Hill, a 450-foot-high mountain located on a ridge line near the — and Mongolian losses were heavy as well, with
Tyumen River in Manchuria. For several years, the Soviet Union and Japan had ~ more than 30,000 dead and wounded.

argued over the border that separated Mongolia from Manchuria. The Japanese The Japanese severely underestimated the

had established a puppet government in Manchuria known as Manchukuo after ~ fighting capabilities of the Soviet troops and

they invaded that country in 1931. Since that time, border incidents had arisen  their state-of-the-art equipment, mistakes they

between the two nations vying for eminence in the region. would continue to make throughout the war.

In the summer of 1938, the Soviet Union and Japan fought a bitter two-week bat- ~ They erroneously believed that the superiority

tle that resulted in a Soviet victory and their occupation of Changkufeng Hill. The  of the individual Japanese soldier would be the

defeat was a humiliating one for the Japanese Sixth Army—and they . deciding factor in any battle they

were determined to avenge it. dRu.s sian troops fake Bl fought. Meanwhile, the Soviet

.. . . . . . . uring fighting for Rezimov o
On Tsuji’s order, his entire patrol stood and urinated in front of the Soviet posi- Hillin the Khalkin-Gol military walked away from
tions on that March day, much to the amusement of the Russian soldiers. Then, Nomonhan having learned many

» - ; * e region of Mongolia in, )
Tsuji’s men sat and ate a lunch complete with saké, traditional Japanese rice wine. August 1939. important lessons that they
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You deserve a factual look af . . .

The Two-State lllusion
Would it solve the Middle East problem?

There seems to be almost universal consensus that in order to bring peace to the Middle East the creation of a Palestinian
state is unavoidable. What is more, such a “solution” is the policy of the United States.

What are the facts?

The lesson of Gaza. In previous hasbarah (educating and
clarifying) messages we made clear that a Palestinian state
would be impossible for Israel to accept. It would lead
inevitably to Israel’s destruction. The reason is primarily the
lesson learned from the Gaza experiment. Under pressure
from most of the world, Israel evacuated Gaza, displacing
hundreds of families who had lived there for generations and
who had built substantial communities

decades, other efforts were made to create an additional state
for the Arabs (who by then called themselves “Palestinians”).
There was the Peel Partition Plan of 1937, and, most
importantly perhaps, the United Nations Partition Plan of
1947. Under the UN plan, the territory west of the Jordan
River was to be split, with the major portion to be allocated
to the Arabs and the smaller, disconnected, portion going to
the Jews. Jerusalem, a bone of contention, was to be
“internationalized” — it would not belong

and extensive agricultural installations.
Instead of making even the least gesture
of acknowledgment and gratitude, the
Palestinians, almost from the very first
day of their “liberation” from the hated

“...the ultimate goal is not...
a Palestinian state...
but the destruction of Israel.”

to either. The Jews, anxious to form their
state, accepted this plan under which
they were granted only a small fraction
of the “Palestine” that they had been
promised to be their homeland by the

Jews, began to lob rockets into Israel.

Ultimately, Israel was forced to defend itself against those
attacks and invaded Gaza in force. There was much damage
and many casualties. As could be expected, “world opinion”
condemned Israel's defensive action and called it
“disproportionate.”

If Israel were foolish enough to yield to the unrelenting
pressure and were to turn Judea/Samaria (the “West Bank”)
over to the Palestinians, it would find itself surrounded by
enemies, whose ultimate goal is not the creation of a
Palestinian state but the destruction of Israel — to use the
common rhetoric, to wipe Israel off the map and push the
Jews into the sea.

Statehood opportunities rejected. The reality is that the
Palestinians are not really interested in their own
independent state. Such a state never existed and the
concept of a “Palestinian” people is a fairly new one. If the
Palestinians were really interested in their own state, if that
were their aspiration, they could have had such a state side-
by-side with Israel, for a very long time. The first partition of
Palestine — all of which, by the Balfour Declaration and by
the mandate of the League of Nations was to be the Jewish
home — occurred in 1921. Winston Churchill, who was then
the Colonial Secretary, split the mandated territory,
allocating the great bulk to the Arabs for the creation of
what is now the Kingdom of Jordan. But, of course, that did
not satisfy the Arabs. After much bloody fighting over the

Balfour Declaration and by the mandate
of the League of Nations. But the Arabs rejected the partition
out of hand. Almost the same day that Israel declared its
statehood and its independence, six Arab armies invaded
Israel from north, east and south. In what could be called a
Biblical miracle, the ragtag Jewish forces defeated the
combined Arab might.

Following the Six-Day War of 1967, in which Israeli forces
defeated the combined invasion forces of Egypt, Syria and
Jordan, Israel offered generous terms for the formation of a
Palestinian state. But it was not accepted. Instead, the Arabs
convened in Khartoum (Sudan) and pronounced their
famous Three No's: No peace with Israel, No negotiations
with Israel, No recognition of Israel. Other offers of
statehood were made over the course of the years. Ehud
Barak, then prime minister of Israel, and U.S. President Bill
Clinton offered the Palestinians almost total withdrawal to
the 1967 armistice lines. The Palestinians rejected the offer,
presumably because it did not include Israel’s willingness to
accept hundreds of thousands of Palestinian “refugees,” who
would with one stroke accomplish what the Arabs had not
accomplished in their wars: the destruction of Israel. The
creation of a Palestinian state could have been accomplished
many times. But it is the unalterable goal of the Palestinians,
indeed of most Arabs and most Muslims, to destroy the
Jewish state and never to recognize and legitimize Israel in
whatever shape and size as a Jewish state.

It is important to understand that the creation of a Palestinian state is not the true ultimate goal of the Arabs. It is, at best,
meant to be a stepping stone toward the ultimate goal: the destruction, the disappearance of Israel and of the hated Jews
from any portion of what they consider “holy Muslim soil.” The Arabs are not interested in putting an end to the suffering
of the Palestinian people. That could have been accomplished long ago. On the contrary, to be martyrs is a source of pride
and assurance of victory to the Arabs. They compare their willingness to sacrifice hundreds of thousands of their own with
the Zionist enemy, who is concerned about combat losses or even the fate of one single abducted soldier.

This message has been published and paid for by

FLAME

Facts and Logic About the Middle East
P.O. Box 590359 B San Francisco, CA 94159
Gerardo Joffe, President

FLAME is a tax-exempt, non-profit educational 501 (c)(3) organization. Its purpose
is the research and publication of the facts regarding developments in the Middle
East and exposing false propaganda that might harm the interests of the United
States and its allies in that area of the world. Your tax-deductible contributions are
welcome. They enable us to pursue these goals and to publish these messages in
national newspapers and magazines. We have virtually no overhead. Almost all of
our revenue pays for our educational work, for these clarifying messages, and for
related direct mail 1164

To receive free FLAME updates, visit our website: www.factsandlogic.org
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would put to their advantage when
battling the German Army in the
years ahead, mainly in the area of
tank-infantry warfare. :
As the author points out, even
though the border clashes occurred
nearly 75 years ago, their repercus-
sions are still felt today. When Japan
signed the peace treaty ending World
War II on September 2, 1945, the
Soviet Union was not included in the
pact. Now, in the 21st century, both countries
continue to view each other with a wary eye as
the ghost of Nomonhan lingers.

Survivor of Buchenwald: My Personal
Odyssey Through Hell by Louis Gros and Flint
Whitlock, Cable Publishing, Brule, W1, 2012,
229 pp., photographs, index, $24.95, hard-
cover.

It is hard to fathom that the word Buchen-
wald, name of the infamous Nazi concentra-
tion camp outside Weimar, Germany, means
“beech forest” in German. It was here 100
years earlier that the noted German poet

a century later, Goethe
| would have been sick-
ened to see how his idyl-
lic spot had been trans- 88
formed into a living hell ;
F on earth by the Nazis.

a Louis Gros was a |

French Catholic who |
was with the Maquis, or
French Underground,
when he was arrested in
1942. After months in prisons, he was trans-
ported to Buchenwald and miraculously sur-
vived to tell his story of the horrors that were
perpetrated against its inmates.

Because he was not Jewish, Gros soon found
himself working in the armament factory situ-
ated near the camp, which he describes as a
“lucky assignment for any inmate.” His father,
who was also incarcerated at Buchenwald, was
assigned to work at a nearby factory as well.
Gros and other inmates worked on an assem-
bly line for the V-2 rocket. Many of these work-
ers would sabotage the rocket components in
hopes that they would fail. Getting caught

flesh that permeated the air within
the prison. The one unmistakable
feature that dominated the land-
scape was the smokestack for the
crematorium where inmates, espe-
cially the Jews, were sent every day.
Gros escaped death on many occa-
sions, including once when an air
raid by American bombers killed
 many of his fellow prisoners. He
was liberated by elements of Gen-
eral George S. Patton’s U.S. Third Army as they
raced after the Germans. He spent years fight-
ing tuberculosis, which he contracted while a
prisoner. He has gone on to live a productive
life since his incarceration but, as he writes,
“The memories are always there....”

The Color of War: How One Battle Broke
Japan and Another Changed America by
James Campbell, Crown Publishers, New York,
2012, 481 pp., notes, bibliography, $28.00,
hardcover.

This book follows the paths of several
Marines and black seaman, culminating with

Johann Wolfgang Goethe sat under the shade of ~ meant certain death.

a massive oak tree to think. A little more than

Trickstar Games aims for the skies with Damage Inc.

When Damage Inc. was first announced, it went under the title War
Wings: Hell Catz, the tail end of which seems very appropriate since
the dogfighter is being published by Mad Catz. Mad Catz is primarily
known for the production of peripherals, like fighting game arcade sticks,
steering wheels, and other similar (and sometimes expensive] game-

- ot

enhancing equipment, but their involvement makes a lot more
sense when you get a load of Damage Inc.’s humdinger
of a collector’s edition.

Throwing down extra on Damage Inc. nets you the
fancy Saitek Pacific AV8R Flightstick, as well as a cus-
tom decal kit, and an exclusive downloadable content

—

WWIIHISTORY JULY 2012

Gros vividly describes the stench of burning

the victory at Saipan in the Pacific Theater and
the disaster at the Port Chicago Naval Ammu-
nition Depot near San Francisco that killed and

plane, the Reaper Corsair. Damage Inc. will need all
the bonus assets it can musfer when it comes out in
August, because the only genre of World War Il games
more saturated at the moment than strategy is flight.
This used to be the case with firstperson shooters, but
with modern and future eras overtaking historical spins
on war, we're at a bizarre, perhaps temporary junc-
ture where it almost seems novel fo set FPS action in
World War Il again. Competition is high, and those
who have kept up with this column have likely noticed
more and more dogfighting games that at least range
from decent to great.
Damage Inc. hopes to tackle some of the war’s most
famous battles in an accurate manner, with over 100
objectives based on challenges that actual pilots faced. It all starts with
the attack on Pearl Harbor on the morning of December 7, 1941. From
there, the campaigns expand—defend Wake Island from the Japan-
ese forces, and confinue on throughout a variety of real Pacific
Theater battlefields. Some of the available planes include the F&F3
Hellcat, B-25 Mitchell, SBD2 Dauntless, P4AON Warhawk,
J7WI Shinden, F4U Corsair, and AGM2 Zero.
All of the 23 missions can be played cooperatively, as well, with up
to four players teaming up fo blast through the sorties. Com-
petitive multiplayer covers most of the bases expected
with players able fo go head to head in both free-for-
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injured hundreds of sailors—most of them
black. Both occurred in July 1944.

As the author states, black seaman who
enlisted in the U.S. Navy prior to World War IT
were confined to mess duty. In 1942, at the urg-
ing of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, blacks
were finally allowed to join the armed services
and to be given the same assignments as white
servicemen. Unfortunately, most officers did
not agree with the order, and the military
remained segregated until 1948.

Promised education and better choices of
jobs in the military, most blacks found them-
selves relegated to menial and, at times, dan-
gerous tasks, such as handling ammunition at
Port Chicago. The horrific detonation of shells
resulted in a huge work stoppage by blacks,
who insisted that the assignment was too
hazardous to perform. Fifty men were charged
with mutiny and, if found guilty during time
of war, could have received the death penalty.
All the defendants were found guilty but given
prison terms. Almost all were released by early
1946.

The Battle of Saipan and the concurrent Bat-
tle of the Philippine Sea, according to U.S.
Naval historian Samuel Eliot Morrison,
expended a tremendous amount of ammuni-

all dogfights and team-based battles. The
classic deathmatch mode puts up fo eight
players against one another, allowing for
game customization suitable fo a variety
of skill levels, while Team Dogfight splits
fighters into separate squads. Survivor
also comes in both normal and team fla-
vors, with the goal centered on being the
last plane in the skies.

This is all pretty standard stuff, with the
exception of one mode that could prove
to separate Damage Inc. from the rest of
the pack. Scratch One Flattop mode takes
two teams and gives them aircraft carriers
to attack and defend. Cover your own
side while using dive bombers and tor-
pedo bombers to swoop in and sink the
opposition’s carrier. While it still holds to
the same basic team-based conventions
the rest of the multiplayer modes offer, it's
certainly the least straightforward dog-
fightin’ of the bunch. As is always the

case, it will end up coming down to the kind of community the game builds

and sustains affer its release.

As for that stick, it looks like Mad Catz is also trying to keep the periph-
eral in line with Trickstar's dedication to historical accuracy, at least as far as
controllers can do so. The AV8R (sound it out...) is styled after WWII com-

tion. Because of this, the Port
Chicago facility was forced to han-
dle large amounts of shells to replen- |
ish the supply and, as the author |
writes, “It was ill-equipped to han-
dle such an onrush of ordnance.”

This is a well-written account of
two vastly different events that,
incredibly, were linked together by
the war. The Port Chicago incident
and the subsequent mutiny and trial
created a furor in black America. Civil rights
advocates called for equality and justice in the
military—something that would not become a
reality for another two decades.

Battle Ground Pacific: A Marine Rifleman’s
Odyssey in K/3/5 by Sterling Mace and Nick
Allen, St. Martin’s Press, New York, 2012, 352
pp., maps, photographs, $25.95, hardcover.
Here is one of the best memoirs written
about one man’s experiences in two of the
worst battles fought by U.S. forces in World
War II. Sterling Mace, a wisecracking kid from
New York City, enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps after Pearl Harbor and was assigned as
a BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) man with
Company K, 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines, 1st

Marine Division shortly after its
return from the Cape Gloucester
campaign. The unit’s next assault
was on the island of Peleliu, a claw-
shaped Japanese fortress in the
Palau chain. The purpose of the
operation was to seize the island and
construct an airstrip to guard Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur’s right
flank as he advanced toward the
Philippines. Despite the optimistic
predictions of taking the island in four days,
the Marines and the U.S. Army’s 81st Division
required more than two months. Sadly, the
operation could have been cancelled because
MacArthur’s path to the Philippines was never
in jeopardy from the Japanese.

From the moment the ramp lowered on
Mace’s landing craft at Orange Beach 2 on Sep-
tember 15, 1944, until the completion of the
three-month battle for the island of Okinawa in
the spring of 1945, the New York native
escaped death on numerous occasions and sur-
vived the horrendous ordeal. Mace and co-
author Nick Allen do a marvelous job of relat-
ing the everyday life of an infantryman in
combat and his growing up on the streets of the
Big Apple.

istic trigger, and a POV analog stick, as
well as integrated throttle and aircraft-
inspired toggle swifches. The Xbox 360
version includes a headset port for use with
Xbox Live, but the real clincher is the fact
that the stick is compatible with a number
of other notable flight games. Damage
Inc.'s site lists other titles it works with,
including Birds of Steel, Birds of Prey,
Hawx 1 and 2, Ace Combat 6, Apache
Air Assault, Heroes Over Europe, and both
Blazing Angels games. PlayStation 3 com-
patibility is roughly the same, but PC
gamers can also crack at I1-2 Sturmovik,
Combat Wings, A-10 Warthog, Flight Sim-
ulator, and X-Plane.

Trickstar Games is a relatively new
developer, founded in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia in 2009, but Damage Inc. doesn't
represent their first foray info aerial com-
bat. JLA.S.F.: Jane’s Advanced Strike
Fighters, a modern flight action sim, was

released across multiple platforms in 2011. Despite its facade of simu-

lation, J.A.S.F. is closer to an arcade-style flight game, which also

bat aircraft, from the grip to the themed decals. It sports three buttons, a real-

appears to be the aim of Damage Inc., so keep that in mind when look-
ing fo scratch that aerial itch. We'll find out later this year if Trickstar truly
upped their skill level in the genre.

- Joseph Luster
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Mace’s unit was featured in the
HBO miniseries The Pacific. It
chronicled Eugene Sledge, a mortar
man with K/3/5, fighting on Peleliu
and Okinawa. Sledge later wrote
about his experiences in the classic
book With the Old Breed at Peleliu
and Okinawa, one of the best per-
sonal accounts dealing with men in
combat.

Mace, who was a consultant on
Sledge’s book, has also delivered a hard-hitting
story that equals Sledge’s memoir.

Final Victory: FDR’s Extraordinary World
War II Presidential Campaign by Stanley
Weintraub, Da Capo Press, Philadelphia,
2012, 256 pp., photographs, notes, index,
$26.00, hardcover.

Road to Valor: A True Story of World
War Il Italy, the Nazis, and the Cyclist
who Inspired a Nation by Aili and
Andres McConnon, Crown Publishers, New
York, 2012, 336 pp., photographs, notes,
index, $25.00, hardcover.

All that Gino Bartali ever wanted to do was
ride his bicycle. In fact, the native of Tuscany
in northern ltaly became a renowned cycling
legend when he won the Tour de France, a
grueling 2,200-mile excursion that winds its
way through the Alps, in 1938. With his vic-
tory, the Fascist government of Benito Mus-
solini attempted to use Bartali’s win for propa-
ganda purposes, something that thoroughly
sickened the champion.

Although apolitical, Bartali had no choice
but o take sides when Italy capitulated and
the country was occupied by the Nazis dur-
ing the war. He became involved with the Ifal-
ian resistance movement and would routinely
ride through the countryside carrying forged
documents, photographs, and other papers,
in the frame of his bicycle. Through his
efforts, he saved the lives of an estimated
800 ltalian Jews.

After the war Bartali was poor and practiced
vigorously for another attempt at winning the
Tour de France, which he did in 1948. Often
outspoken and irascible with reporters because
of his views, they soon dubbed him Ginettac-
cio or “Gino the Terrible.”

A quiet and unassuming man, Bartali rarely
discussed his wartime experiences. On May
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Historian Stanley Weintraub has
penned another engrossing work
dealing with the only American
president to serve more than two
terms—Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt. This book focuses on FDR’s
campaign for his fourth term in
office, winning hard-fought elec-

i tion only to die less than three
s months later. Roosevelt had not
been in good health. His heart was
failing, and the polio he had contracted (a care-
fully hidden secret from most of the American
public) years earlier was taking its toll. Still,
most Americans wanted FDR to have another
term. With the war still raging in Europe and
the Pacific, they believed he was the man to
finish the job.

The Republicans had their hands full to find

5, 2000, surrounded by his fam-
ily, Bartali quietly passed away.
Called Ginettaccio by some
because of his hard demeanor, he
was called a hero by many for
risking his life to save the lives of
others—and that is what true
heroes do.

The Kissing Sailor: The
Mystery Behind the Photo
That Ended World War Il
by Lawrence Verria & George
Galdorisi, Naval Institute Press,
Annapolis, MD, 2012, 224 pp.,
photographs, notes, index,
$23.95, hardcover.

Times Square. New York.
August 1945. Japan had just
surrendered to the Allies, ending p |
nearly four long years of war.
Pandemonium erupted as people
flocked to read the Times “zipper” announc-
ing the end of hostilities. Greta Zimmer, a
dental assistant dressed in her white uniform,
stared intently at the marquee as she read the
exciting news. Suddenly, George Mendonsa,
a sailor serving aboard the destroyer USS
The Sullivans, grabbed the startled dental
assistant and, holding her tightly, gave her a
big kiss.

Unknown to the embracing pair, LIFE maga-
zine photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt saw the
opportunity for a good shot and quickly

KISSING

)\ SAILOR

a candidate to beat the popular FDR. They
chose Thomas E. Dewey, the dapper governor
of New York who, as Weintraub writes, had a
“mechanical smile.” Despite that physical
drawback, the savvy New Yorker was a con-
summate politician and came out swinging,
criticizing FDR.

In the end, although he mounted an aggres-
sive campaign, Dewey was defeated by FDR,
who took most of the electoral votes and 36 of
the 48 states. Sadly, the rigors of the campaign
trail took their toll, and FDR passed away in
April 1945. Vice President Harry S. Truman
was sworn in as the new commander-in-chief.

“There will never be another fourth-term elec-
tion,” Weintraub writes. “The Rooseveltian
legacy may be that we will never have further
crises of such magnitude as to require one.”

A Different Time, A Different Man: The Story

E h | B | of Jobn L. Sullivan, Assistant Secretary of the

ROAD 10 VALOR

raised his camera, snapping four
pictures in succession. The second
picture would grace the cover of
the publication and go on to
become one of the most cele-
brated photographs of the World
War |l era.

However, Eisenstaedt did not
get the couple’s names. It ook
years of detective work and inves-
tigating numerous claims by oth-
ers saying that they were the kiss-
ing couple on that August day to
finally uncover their identity.

The authors not only do a
great job in following the clues
that led to the undisputable
claim that Mendonsa and
Zimmer are, in fact, the kissing
couple, but they also convey
the euphoria that swept the
country when the war ended.

It has been immortalized for eternity in one
simple photograph.

.-

THE

A Man and His Ship: America’s Great-
est Naval Architect and His Quest to
Build the SS United States by Steven Uji-
fusa, Simon & Schuster, New York, 2012,
464 pp., photographs, notes, index, $29.99,
hardcover.

William Francis Gibbs was a dreamer.
Although painfully shy, he went on to become
one of the greatest engineers and created,



Treasury for FDR and Truman’s
Secretary of the Navy by Stephen
Clarkson, Peter E. Randall Pub-
lisher, Portsmouth, NH, 2011,
233 pp., photographs, index,
notes, $24.95, hardcover.

Once  described as a
“dynamo,” the feisty John L. Sul- .
livan played a key role as Assis- PR
tant Secretary of the Treasury in
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s adminis-
tration and, arguably, his most important part
as Harry Truman’s Assistant Secretary of the
Navy during the postwar years when the U.S.
defense budget was slashed and there was talk
of combining the armed services.

A skillful politician, Sullivan, a New Hamp-
shire native, was a staunch advocate of war
bonds during World War II to help pay for the
escalating cost of the war effort. An extremely
intelligent man who “kept his finger on the

with his brother, a gigantic ship-
building empire that produced
some of the finest ships con-
structed during World War I

At times irascible and
demanding, Gibbs required
excellence from his employees,
especially his engineering staff
and draftsmen. From his austere
offices in New York City,
Gibbs's staff designed a new
cargo ship that FDR dubbed an
“ugly duckling.” The new vessel,
however, would soon be known
to the American public as the
“Liberty Ship,” one of the most
significant vessels of the conflict.
On June 6, 1944, Gibbs
requested that his staff “make a
short prayer,” for the thousands
of Gls storming the beaches at
Normandy in the landing craft
his company had designed. But it was not
until after the conflict that Gibbs finally real-
ized his dream of constructing the SS
United States, the fastest and most elegant
ocean liner to date, launched in 1952.

This book commemorates the 60th anniver-
sary of the maiden voyage of Gibbs's
oceanic masterpiece, the SS United States,
offen called “the greatest ocean liner ever
built.” It is also a tribute to the tenacity and
defermination of one man to see his dream
through to reality.

A DireereNT Tive;
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financial pulse of the country,” Sul-
livan commented in October 1943,
“Nearly every activity of the Gov-
ernment cuts across my desk
sooner or later.”

During the years following the
war, Sullivan became Secretary of
+ the Navy when the National Secu-
rity Act was enacted in 1947. It
was during these lean years that
Sullivan not only fought for the
construction of new ships but also battled to
maintain the Navy in its present state and pre-
vent the abolishing of the Marine Corps.

Clarkson, who was Sullivan’s law partner
for 13 years, has done a superlative job on his
biography. The book highlights the numerous
accomplishments of a dedicated American who
was an advocate for fiscal responsibility and a
strong defense for the country while never once
sacrificing his integrity. o

Pacific Commandos: New
Zealanders & Fijians in
Action: A History of the
Southern Independent Com-
mando and First Commando
Fiji Guerrillas by Colin R.
Larsen, Hailer Publishing, St.
Petersburg, FL, 2012, 161 pp.,
maps, photographs, $29.99,

L soffcover.

Written in 1946, this book had
been out of print for more than 60
years prior fo being re-released.
Although small in number, these
behind-the-lines raiders, who also
included within their ranks
Solomon Islanders and Tongans,
provided valuable infelligence to
Allied units during the war.

Led by New Zealanders, the unit
was created in 1941 and served
in numerous campaigns in the
Solomon Islands, including Guadalcanal.
When the unit was disbanded in 1944,
more than 40 percent of its officers and
30 percent of its noncommissioned officers
had lost their lives. Every man in the unit
had contracted malaria and had been
pushed to his physical limits. For their
courageous actions, many of the men
were decorated.

Kudos to the publisher for shedding some
well-deserved light on the Fiji Commandos
of World War II. 0

Continued from page 23

significance about the Southwest Pacific area.
Quantitatively then, 18 documents dealing with
the SWPAC Air Evaluation Board in some form
represent the results of an extensive effort.

To be sure, Duggan was optimistic that the
eventual results, both qualitative and quantita-
tive, would justify the Air Evaluation Board’s
efforts and his participation on the board. He
felt that by January 1946 the reports specified
in the plan of evaluation would be finished.
Although the results looked paltry in Septem-
ber 1943, the foundation laid down by Lynd in
the spring and summer of 1945 would produce
significant evaluations, the most important cov-
ering the campaigns on the Philippine Islands of
Leyte and Luzon as well as operations in the
other islands in the archipelago.

Duggan did not, however, presume to make
any prognostications about the impact the stud-
ies would have on the future of the Army Air
Forces and its successor organization, the
United States Air Force. He did not live to expe-
rience the Kosovo, Iraq, and most recent
Afghanistan campaigns. Had he lived he would
have noticed with interest how it appeared Ken-
ney’s seamless blending of the strategic, tactical,
and aerial lift components of the Air Force was
working in today’s combat environment. He
would also have wondered if those concepts
developed by present Air Force planners and
operators did not, in some way, emanate from
the various Air Evaluation Board studies.

Apparently, however, there is no substantial
evidence of any direct correlation between what
Lynd, Duggan, and many others recorded and
how today’s Air Force conducts its operations.
Nevertheless, the Air Expeditionary Wing con-
cept looks remarkably similar to the integrated
operations MacArthur’s Air Force conducted
in the Southwest Pacific during World War II.

Stephen Pierce Duggan, Jr.’s, civilian wartime
service in MacArthur’s Air Force was brief. Yet,
the frustrated candidate for the U.S. Marine
Corps was given the unique opportunity of
serving his country as a civilian in an importa-
tion theater of operations, the Southwest
Pacific. And he did it working under the aegis
of one of America’s most successful World War
I airmen, General George C. Kenney, who
commanded General Douglas MacArthur’s Far
East Air Forces. o

Author Raymond E. Bell is a retired U.S. Army
brigadier general and the former editor of
National Guard magazine. He resides in Corn-
wall-on-Hudson, New York.
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Continued from page 61

1988 at age 92.

Why Oradour-sur-Glane? It had been
described at the trial by resistance fighters as a
peaceful town, and the explanation offered was
that the Gestapo confused it with another village
30 kilometers away that had been a hotbed of
French Resistance activity. The other town was
Oradour-sur-Vayres.

In 1946, the French government expropri-
ated the land of Oradour-sur-Glane to preserve
the entire ruins as a martyr village. A new vil-
lage was constructed a few hundred yards to
the west, but it was not until years later that
the laughter of little children was to be heard on
its streets. The government built a crypt near
the town cemetery to hold the remains of the
townspeople, but political disagreements over
the prosecution and amnesty of the Alsatian SS
men resulted in the refusal of the survivors’
families to turn over the remains. Instead, they
built their own ossuary in the cemetery, which
holds those ashes to this day. The crypt still
stands, holding a few relics of the town.

To dramatize the massacre, the ruins and their
meager contents have been frozen in time at the
moment of the village’s destruction. Barren
streets are lined with the stone and concrete
shells of burned-out buildings. Fagades hold
black plaques identifying the owner or business.
Visitors silently wander along the rails of the
tram line from the station down the hill toward
the church. Tram wires and telephone cables
stretch overhead. Doorways without doors and
windows without frames or glass permit inspec-
tion of what little remains inside each dwelling.
A metal sink resides in the corner of a burned
kitchen. A Singer sewing machine sits along the
wall of a parlor. There are few surviving upper
stories, the support beams having burned and
collapsed; the sky is visible through glassless win-
dows. Rusting hulks of automobiles sit in
destroyed garages, their tires and other flamma-
bles burned away, only the metal frames remain-
ing. In the church, the only building that visitors
are allowed to enter, a crushed infant’s carriage
rests near the altar. Bullet holes pockmark the
lower levels of the walls as black smoke stains
creep up toward the open sky. o

Robert Mueller is the author of Fields of War:
Fifty Key Battlefields in France and Belgium
and winner of four national book awards
including a Bronze Medal from the Military
Writers Society of America. He is a veteran of
the U.S. Army Signal Corps and resides in Buf-
falo Grove, lllinois.
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substantial number of Navy and Merchant
Marine personnel were killed or wounded in the
attacks along with a large number of the Army
troops that had not yet disembarked for the shore.

As the liberation of the Philippines contin-
ued, merchant vessels came under even more
intense attacks. In late December 1944, during
the invasion of the island of Mindoro, a
kamikaze dove into the Liberty ship John
Burke. Loaded to the gunwales with ammuni-
tion, the vessel exploded, killing all the Mer-
chant Marine and Navy sailors aboard. When
the convoy reached Magrin Bay, Mindoro, the
Liberty ship Lewis L. Dyche, also loaded with
ammunition, suffered the same fate with the
loss of its entire complement of personnel. In
the same convoy, the Francisco Morazan man-
aged to fight off numerous kamikazes, shooting
down six attackers in the process. At twilight,
the Hobart Baker became the day’s final vic-
tim. Loaded with steel airstrip landing mats, it
sank to the bottom of the anchorage after being
hit amidships by a kamikaze.

During the conquest of Okinawa, an island
in the Ryukyu group some 350 miles southwest
of the home islands, more than 1,600 Allied
ships operated off the island in the spring of
1945. Included in the strike force were 170
merchant vessels carrying ammunition, food,
fuel, and other general supplies. Over 450,000
men participated in this campaign, 184,000 of
whom went ashore for ground fighting. The
balance of the force lay at anchor at Hagushi
Bay on the west coast of the island and at Buck-
ner Bay on its eastern shore.

In the course of the 87-day campaign, the
Japanese launched 10 separate air offensives
consisting of 1,465 planes against American
shipping off Okinawa’s coast. The Japanese
succeeded in sinking 36 ships and damaging an
additional 371. The Japanese lost more than
1,900 planes during the campaign.

The merchant ships Hobbs Victory and Logan
Victory were among the vessels lost in the
anchorage off Hagushi Bay. Loaded with critical
ammunition, their destruction resulted in a tem-
porary shortage of phosphorous and 81mm
mortar rounds. Replacement for this critical
ammunition had to be flown in from the Mari-
anas. Another merchant vessel, Canada Victory,
caught by surprise after sundown on April 27,
was also sunk in the kamikaze attacks. A Japan-
ese pilot approached unseen and crashed his
plane into the mast behind the midships housing,
which exploded and ignited a fire that could not
be controlled. In addition to these three vessels,

an additional dozen or so merchant ships sus-
tained substantial damage.

When the Japanese on Okinawa finally sur-
rendered on June 21, the island became the
staging area for the impending invasion of the
Japanese homeland. Hundreds of ships arrived
with troops and supplies in preparation for the
attack. Senior U.S. commanders anticipated
heavy losses during an invasion of Japan. Mer-
chant ships would be especially vulnerable to
attack once they were clustered in the waters
surrounding the islands and attempted to
offload their cargoes. However, the dropping
of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki brought an end to the war in the
Pacific without an invasion of the home islands.

The United States had about 55,000 mer-
chant seamen in 1941. Many were old timers
who could not continue to sail, faced with the
rigors of war and its accompanying strains. The
government found itself hard pressed to keep
up with the demand for seamen in the rapidly
expanding wartime merchant fleet. The gov-
ernment training schools accepted men and
boys over and under draft age as well as those
rejected by the Selective Service System, pro-
viding they had the physical capacity to handle
the work. The need was so great that some 15-
year-old boys were accepted.

By war’s end, the Merchant Marine man-
power pool had reached 215,000.

In the course of the war 6,830 merchant sea-
men were killed, more than 11,000 were
wounded, and more than 600 became prison-
ers of the Japanese. The casualty rate of the
United States Merchant Marine was among the
highest of any service.

A total of 731 American merchant ships were
lost to enemy action during the war. Forty-three
of these were lost in the Pacific campaigns.
Many more merchant vessels were seriously
damaged. Without question, the U.S. Merchant
Marine had met its goals in delivering the men,
equipment, and supplies needed to defeat the
Japanese Empire.

Said General MacArthur at the conclusion of
the Pacific campaign: “They have brought us
our lifeblood and paid for it with some of their
own. I saw them bombed off the Philippines
and in New Guinea. When it was humanly pos-
sible, when their ships were not blown out from
under them by bombs and torpedoes, they
delivered their cargoes to us. In war it is per-
formance that counts.” g

Dr. Carl H. Marcoux is a World War I veteran
of the U.S. Merchant Marine and a Korean War
veteran of the U.S. Air Force. He resides in
Newport Beach, California.
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Continued from page 27

of the newly formed Arab League. Mean-
while, the failure of the 1946 London talks
over what to do about the Jews and Palestini-
ans in the Holy Land brought the thorny ques-
tion before the new United Nations in New
York City for a vote.

The Arab League established its Liberation
Army to resist the subsequent partition deci-
sion of November 29, 1947, and thus the stage
was set for the creation of the new State of
Israel, the first since the destruction of the Tem-
ple at Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70,
almost 1,000 years earlier.

The key factors were the 1917 British Bal-
four Declaration that the Jews should have a
national home in Palestine, the global sympa-
thy for the victims of the Nazi Holocaust of
1941-1945, the withdrawal of the British
Army, and the Transjordanian Arab Legion
invasion of May 15, 1948. The rout of this for-
mation and the Egyptian Army by the Jewish
Defense Forces (JDF) and internal Arab politi-
cal disunity spelled victory for the Jews on
October 15 in the first of a trio of wars that
occurred during 1948-1973.

King Abdullah of Transjordan called his polit-
ical foe Haj Amin “a devil straight from hell,”
while an armistice was signed on February 24,
1949, on the Isle of Rhodes. The catastrophic
defeat of Arab arms meant doom for the Grand
Mufti’s political career then and there, and he
spent the last two decades of his life writing auto-
biographical articles and memoirs.

Shunted aside after almost three decades as
a leading political and martial figure in the
Arab world, Haj Amin was forced to watch
from the sidelines during the creation of the
PLO in 1964 and the rise of his spiritual god-
son, PLO leader Yasser Arafat, in 1968. On
July 4, 1974, Haj Amin died of a heart attack
in the American hospital at Beirut, Lebanon.
He was buried in the Cemetery of the Fallen of
the Palestinian Revolution there, with Arafat
as a chief mourner. Israel refused him burial in
Jerusalem, and thus his mortal remains are still
in Lebanon.

Today, Haj Amin is viewed in the Arab world
as a symbol of the 1948 defeat and also in the
bloody saga of the Holocaust as the man whose
Nazi broadcasts shrieked, “Kill the Jews wher-
ever you find them! This pleases God, history
and religion.” o

Blaine Taylor is the author of several books on
World War I1. He is a veteran of the U.S. Army
and resides in Towson, Maryland.
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coming in from the west, only three 6-pounders
could fire. Each had only 10 rounds left. Ini-
tially, the gunners held their fire. Riflemen hid-
den nearby in their foxholes wondered why the
guns remained silent. A few of the infantrymen
even considered crawling to a nearby gun and
using it themselves, but the heavy machine-gun
fire kept them pinned in their hole. Turner, who
had recovered a bit, even ordered the maps and
codes burned, fearing this might be the end.

Two of the British riflemen, Privates Crimp
and Suckling, huddled with their fellow soldiers
as a panzer fired its cannon and machine gun
at them. Then Crimp saw a gunner crawl from
a trench and run over to a gun whose crew was
pinned down. The gunner withdrew the round
from the weapon’s breech, hurried back to his
own 6-pounder with machine-gun fire rattling
around him, and then loaded and fired his own
gun, knocking out the panzer. It was very rough
going; the panzers were close enough for their
machine-gun ammunition to pierce the gun
shields of the 6-pounders.

Another gun commanded by a Sergeant
Miles was likewise pinned and Miles himself
wounded. Color Sergeant J.E. Swann crawled
30 yards to Miles’s gun and took over, operat-
ing it singlehandedly until the rest of the crew
got forward to help. He knocked out the clos-
est panzer, and the rest of the guns opened fire
at 200 yards. Within minutes six more panzers
were destroyed. A sergeant named Hine saw
two Panzer III tanks lined up one behind the
other in his sights. He fired, and the shell
blasted completely through the nearest tank
and hit the other, 10 yards behind the first. The
closer tank was only 100 yards away from
Hine’s gun. This was enough for the Germans,
and this force likewise retreated 800 yards to a
depression where it kept firing on the outpost
until dusk, when it was seen heading west. The
6-pounders that had beaten off the attack were
down to three rounds each.

While the sporadic fire continued, Captain
Marten, the senior unwounded officer, received
a radio transmission informing him that the
battalion would be relieved. Since the code-
books had been burned, they again improvised
a code. The brigade commander, Brigadier
Bosville, told Marten 2nd Rifle Brigade would
be relieved at “dinner time.” Marten asked if
the meal would be “an early dinner or a late
one?” to which Bosville replied “The fashion-
able time.” This meant 9 pm. Unfortunately,
the 5th Sussex Regiment, the relief force, went
to the wrong location and dug in there, leav-

ing the men at Snipe wondering if they would
ever get relief. Finally, at 11 pM Bosville granted
Marten permission to withdraw.

The British did their best to collect their casu-
alties, but there was not enough working trans-
port to carry the dead, so they had to be left
behind. The wounded were crowded aboard
six carriers and three jeeps and sent east. Only
a single 6-pounder was taken along, its portee
riddled with bullet holes. The rest of the guns
had their sights and breech blocks removed and
were abandoned. The walking wounded and
uninjured had to walk back under fire in a
small column. The weary Sergeant Callistan
recalled the horrid journey: “We had men with
tommy guns leading and we carried the
wounded in the center. Before we moved off I
did something you may think rather stupid—I
went back and kissed my gun. I carried one of
our wounded on my back. Freddie—that was
his name. He had volunteered to come out here.
Been out only a few weeks. He had a wife and
four children. He had been wounded trying to
help someone else. They got him on the way
back—shot him through the head.”

The amazing ordeal of Outpost Snipe was
retold throughout the British Army. A month
later, the battle over, an official inquiry was con-
vened that revisited the battle site to recount
the action. It was determined that the men of
Outpost Snipe had been responsible for knock-
ing out 52-57 Axis tanks, 15 to 20 of which
had been recovered by the Germans. The hulks
of 37 armored vehicles still littered the field.
Nineteen of these were claimed by 239 Battery.
This constituted roughly 10 percent of Rom-
mel’s total armored strength at El Alamein, a
considerable score for one British battalion.

For their efforts and bravery that day, Lt.
Col. Turner was awarded the Victoria Cross,
while Sergeant Callistan was recommended for
one but received the Distinguished Conduct
Medal instead. Callistan would later be com-
missioned but sadly was killed during the Ital-
ian Campaign. Color Sergeant Swann also was
awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal,
and various additional decorations went to
other soldiers.

Rommel himself wrote, “A murderous
British fire struck into our ranks and our attack
was soon brought to a halt by an immensely
powerful antitank defense, mainly from dug-in
anti-tank guns.” It was a fitting tribute to the
dogged perseverance of the soldiers of the 2nd
Battalion, Rifle Brigade. o

Christopher Miskimon is a regular contributor
to WWII History. He is an officer in the Col-
orado National Guard’s 157th Regiment.
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