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CELEBRATE THE AMERICAN SPIRIT ON AN ENLIGHTENING
AND ENTERTAINING VACATION WITH STEPHEN AMBROSE
HISTORICAL TOURS, FOUNDED BY STEPHEN E. AMBROSE,
AUTHOR OF THE BEST-SELLING BOOK, “BAND OF BROTHERS.”

VISIT STEPHENAMBROSETOURS.COM OR CALL 1.888.303.3329
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The First Name in Historic Travel.®

JUNE 2014

“THIS TOUR IS SPECIAL.
THERE IS NOTHING ELSE
LIKE IT.”

— Major Dick Winters,
The Commander of Easy Company

Civil War
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Iwo Jima: War in the Pacific
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Iwo Jima Day is March 19

The Original Band of Brothers
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D-Day to the Rhine
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Operation Overlord
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Editorial

A ghost of the Battle of Britain
rises from the English Channel.

THE SLENDER FUSELAGE OF THE DORNIER DO-17 ENGENDERED THE GERMAN
bomber’s distinctive nickname of the “flying pencil.” In the summer of 1940, the Do-17 was an
integral component of the Luftwaffe air armada that struck British military installations and cities
in the vain effort to bring the island nation to its knees.

More than 2,100 variants of the Do-17 were produced during the 1930s and into World War
II, and the aircraft became an icon of the epic Battle of Britain. For defense in the air, the Do-17
was armed with six 7.92mm machine guns, and despite its spare frame the plane carried a max-
imum bombload of more than 2,200 pounds. Early variants of the Do-17 faded from frontline
combat units as the war progressed; however, the planes continued as trainers and in other roles.
The Do-17 served with the air forces of former German allies and other European countries after
the war, and the last known example was scrapped in Finland in 1952.

Last known, that is, until either 2008 or 2010, depending on which news service is read, when
the mostly intact wreckage of a Do-17 shot down during the Battle of Britain was discovered
underwater at Goodwin Sands off the shore of Kent in southeastern England. On June 10, 2013,
nearly 73 years after it went down in action, a salvage operation led by the Royal Air Force
Museum resulted in the remains of the Do-17 breaking the surface from its watery grave just 50
feet below.

According to The Independent, a British news source, the plan for the hulk of the Do-17 is to
apply state-of-the-art conservation techniques to stabilize the corroded and waterlogged relic.
The cost of the recovery effort alone approached $1 million. But at what price history?

Already, the story of the plane is fascinating historians, who have pieced together some details
of the mission during which the Do-17 was lost. The Independent reports that on the morning of
August 26, 1940, nine Dornier bombers took off from their base at St. Trond, Belgium, their mis-
sion to raid the RAF fighter base at Manston, Kent. Their secondary purpose was to lure RAF
fighter planes into the air so that German fighters could ambush and shoot them down.

The bombers were indeed intercepted by British fighters, and three of their number were lost,
including the subject of the salvage operation. Records indicate that the recently recovered Do-
17 was attacked by a Boulton Paul Defiant fighter based at Hornchurch east of London.

Crippled by the Defiant’s machine-gun fire, the Do-17 hit the water, apparently in an attempted
controlled landing, and flipped onto its back, eventually settling to the bottom. The pilot, 24-year-
old Willi Effmert, and bomb aimer Hermann Ritzel, just 21 years old, were plucked from the water
by the British and spent the remainder of the war in prison camps in Britain and Canada. Two
crewmen, 27-year-old wireless operator Helmut Reinhardt and 28-year-old bomb aimer Heinz
Huhn, were killed in action.

Such stories are fascinating, and in the days to come there are sure to be more. RAF Museum per-
sonnel are attempting to locate family members of Effmert and Ritzel—to date without success.

As for the business at hand, the conservation of the Do-17 is a daunting challenge. The alu-
minum airframe is quite fragile after prolonged exposure to saltwater, and contact with air con-
tributes to its decomposition. A custom made chemical concoction is being applied to the plane
as it is projected to sit in a specially constructed spraying tunnel for as long as two years.

Depending on the success of the conservation work, the hope is that the restored Do-17 will
join the extensive exhibit of World War I aircraft on display at the RAF Museum in London. Ian
Thirsk, the museum’s head of collections, remarked, “This was the missing link in our collection.”

Michael E. Haskew
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Show a Special Marine Your Appreciation

For My Marine

Dog Tag Necklace

Semper Fidelis—always faithful—and ready to serve.
This USMC motto says it all. Marines have always
been there for us, ready to make the ultimate sacrifice.
Now, you can show this person of courage and commitment
just how much you care and how much he is appreciated
with the “For My Marine” Dog Tag Necklace.

A Magnificent Achievement
in Craftsmanship and Design

With our exclusive necklace, we’ve taken the look
of a standard Marine-issue dog tag and added
distinctive design elements to create an attractive
and meaningful piece of jewelry. Crafted of tough-
as-a-Marine stainless steel, the dog tag necklace
features a genuine black onyx stone strategically
positioned at the center of a symbolic cross. In
sculpted raised-relief on the black onyx is the
Corps emblem of eagle, globe and anchor, gleaming
in golden and silver tones.

Adding to the meaning and value, the necklace
is engraved on one side with “USMC”, and on the
reverse side with “SEMPER FIDELIS”, the Marine
Corps emblem, and the Corps’ values of “HONOR,
COURAGE, COMMITMENT.” As a final touch, the dog
tag necklace is handsomely presented in a deluxe
jewelry pouch and gift box, along with a special
sentiment card.

An Exceptional Value...
Your Satisfaction Guaranteed
This hand-crafted dog tag necklace is a remarkable
value at just $79*, and you can pay for it in 4 easy
monthly installments of $19.75. To reserve yours,
complete with a Certificate of Authenticity and our
120-day, full-money-back guarantee, send no money
now; just mail the Reservation Application today!

and a special sentiment card, “For My Marine”

For My Marine

A Special
Message for
Your Marine

Complete with a jewelry pouch, custom gift box,

www.bradfordexchange.com/117931

©2011 BGE 01-11793-001-B1

Crafted in Bold,
Marine-tough
Stainless Steel

DO0
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Black
Onyx Stone
SO0

Finely Engraved
on the Front
and Back
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A Fine
Jewelry Exclusive
Only from
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Exchange

HONOR
COURAGE

COMMITMENT

Shown actual size
®0fficially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

Reservations will be accepled on a
first-come, first-served basis
Respond as soon as possible fo reserve
your dog lag necklace
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— JEWELRY =

9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES. Please reserve the “For My Marine”
Dog Tag Necklace for me as described in this
announcement.

Signature
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MName {Please Print Clearly)
Address
Shown actual size City State Zip

*Plus $8.98 shipping and service.
Please allow 4-8 weeks for
delivery of your jewelry after we
receive

E-Mail (Optional)

: our initial deposit. Sales
subject to product availability and
order acceptance.

~ 01-11793-001-E57401




LIMITED
TIME ONLY

Order by
December 31,2013

Recognize your hero with a special
limited edition brick inside the new
Campaigns of Courage Pavilion. Only

1,764 available so reserve yours today.

Find out more at www.ww2brick5.org.

st P A e
Campaigns of Courage: European and Pacific Theaters,
Opening Fall 2014
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THE NATIONAL
WWII MUSEUM
NEW ORLEANS

877-813-3329 x 500 | bricks@nationalww2museum.org

The National WWII Museum reserves the right
to refuse to engrave any message or material that it
determines to be inappropriate, such as telephone
numbers, political messages and suggestive wording.
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Dispatches

Perilous Rescue
Dear Editor,
Kudos on Eric Niderost’s “Perilous Rescue”
(August 2013). He brought to life one of those
small, forgotten stories from World War II. Rescue
missions are sometimes just as harrowing as front-
line combat and he captured all the fear, anxiety
and heroism so common on a daily basis during
the war. While I enjoy your articles on the larger
picture of the war, I am fascinated by the stories
that fall between the cracks of history. As an added
note, I am familiar with most of the African Amer-
ican units that fought during the war, but was
unaware of the 855th Engineer Aviation Battalion.
Thank you for bringing them to light.
Rian Lambert
Platte City, Missouri

Bring Back the Photo Essay!
Dear Editor,
Last March I picked up a copy of WWII History
in the airport before my flight. I was delighted to
read a two-page photo essay entitled “Hard
Charging Landings” by Kevin Hymel. I enjoyed
that it was something I could read quickly, instead
of a lengthy article that kept me in the store for too
long. It reminded me of those photo essays in the
Time-Life books on World War II I read in my
younger years. I subscribed to the magazine
because of it. Since then I have not seen any more
photo essays. Was that a one-time shot or does
the magazine regularly run photo essays? 'm just
curious. I still read the magazine cover to cover
when it comes in the mail.
Jolene Taylor
Los Angeles, California

Zippos inVietnam

Dear Editor:

“Hell Fire on the Hornet’s Nest” (Ordnance, April
2013 issue) on the flamethrower reminded me of
our flame track section in the 4/23 Mech Infantry
in Vietnam.

One night in late January 1968, Cu Chi, Head-
quarters of the 25th Infantry Division, the 4/23
Infantry Battalion had a ready response team if
needed, a reaction force for the Cu Chi base.

Our reactionary force was notified and assem-
bled near the “TOC” tent, ready for the order to
deploy. They got the green light to go, but before
they got to the main entrance they received the
order to stop. The reason was a call received at
our TOC: Do not send the reaction force out.
They will be wiped out. This call came from an
infantry leg commander on the other side of the
enemy force.

This U.S. Infantry commander and his unit

fought the enemy force for three days and were
still receiving fire from entrenched VC bunkered
under buildings. Our flame unit responded, using
these flame tracks. The enemy was defeated in a
half hour.

Months later, our flame track section was on loan
to support another infantry battalion while in a
combat operation. The lieutenant in charge of the
flame tracks was ordered to advance on a wooded
target. This lieutenant, who was experienced and
knowledgeable of the situation, advised the infantry
battalion commander that it was too risky to
advance as ordered, and did so three times. The
commander insisted on the advance. Finally the lieu-
tenant complied—he was KIA on the mission.

The flame track (aka the Zippo) was an elective
weapon when properly employed. The experi-
enced lieutenant knew his boundaries much bet-
ter that the infantry leg commander, but did even-
tually follow his order to advance, at the cost of
his life.

This Lieutenant Hamel was from Houston,
Texas. He was a friend of mine, a fine man, and
an outstanding soldier and leader.

Jack L. Daniels
DeRidder, Louisiana

Yamamoto

Dear Editor:
Michael Hull’s interesting article (Early Fall, 2012)
says Admiral Yamamoto only reluctantly agreed
to war with the United States in October 1941
when Tojo became prime minister and war was
going to happen anyway. Other sources (e.g., At
Dawn We Slept by Gordon Prange), say
Yamamoto actually committed himself to a Pearl
Harbor attack much earlier: in December 1940.
Despite holding the self-contradictory opinion
that war with the United States was unwinnable,
he spent most of 1941 directing its planning. One
of the enigmatic aspects of the Pear] Harbor attack
is that this defining course of action by Japan was
forced into place simply by the persuasiveness of
a single naval officer—Yamamoto.
John Pooler
Doraville, Georgia

Note: Opinions expressed in “Dispatches” do not
represent those of the writers, editors, or staff of
WWII History or Sovereign Media. WWII His-
tory welcomes your letters which must be signed
and include a telephone number for verification.
Letters must be brief and of general interest to
our readership. Write to: WWII History, 6731
Whittier Avenue, Suite A-100, McLean, VA
22101-4554; fax to 703-964-0366, or e-mail: dis-
patch@uwiibistory magazine.com
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Profiles | By Phil Zimmer |

ullstein bild / The Granger Collection, New York

BlitZkrieg Author General Heinz Guderian led German

armored formations and fell in and out
of favor with Hitler.

HITLERWAS ENRAGED AS HE STALKED HISWAY AROUND THEROOM DURINGTHE  Himmler’s army group staff. He contended the
waning months of World War II. Heinz Guderian, his acting chief of the general staff, was again ~ SS leader had “neither the requisite experience
speaking out, again opposing the Fithrer’s plans for dealing with the Soviet Red Army, which was  nor a sufficiently competent staff to control the
steadily approaching Berlin. attack singlehanded.”

This man, whom Hitler had earlier promoted to inspector general of the armored Hitler took offense at Guder-
troops, had advocated in early February 1945 that German troops be evacuated ian’s comments, saying he would
from the Balkans, Italy, Norway, and especially Courland along the Baltic to bol- not permit him to state that
ster the defense of the Fatherland in the wake of the failed Ardennes offensive in Himmler was incapable of per-
the West and dogged, determined Soviet advances in the East. forming his military duties. The

According to Guderian’s account, Hitler raged, shaking his fists so close to Gud- confrontation raged for two
erian’s face that his assistant pulled the general backward by the bottom of his uni- hours, with the Fihrer hurling
formed jacket to prevent him from being struck by the furious Fiihrer. The result accusations, his veins standing out
of the confrontation was not the withdrawal and reassignment of the much-needed on his temples and his eyes seem-
troops but rather a limited attack on the Arnswalde area in the hope of defeating ingly ready to pop out of his head.
the Soviets north of the Warthe River and thus retaining Pomerania and the link All the while Guderian stood
with Guderian’s native Prussia. his ground, determined to let

Matters heated up even more dramatically in a February 13, 1945, meeting at nothing destroy his equanimity.
the Chancellery in Berlin. Guderian noted that intelligence showed the Soviets could He simply repeated his “essential
increase their forces on the River Oder by some four divisions per day, necessitat- demands” over and over again
ing the launch of an attack within two days. Heinrich Himmler, leader of the T with icy consistency.
dreaded SS, who was charged with defending that area, argued against the attack, USRS troops This was a rare moment in the
contending that additional fuel and ammunition would be needed beforehand. ety history of the Third Reich, a bat-

Guderian, true to his early war nickname of “Hurrying Heinz,” strongly advo- steppes during Operation tle-proven general staring down
cated immediate action and insisted that General Walther Wenck be attached to UL A CZE B his Fithrer and calmly stating his

Signal

TOP: General Heinz

Guderian (above), long
touted as the father of the

WWIIHISTORY OCTOBER 2013



HEALTH & WELLNESS

Military strength Memory Pill comes to the USA

ONE SIMPLE TRICK TO
FIX A BROKEN MEMORY

By Steven Wuzubia, Health Correspondent;

learwater, Florida: Nothing’s more
frustrating than when you forget
names... misplace your keys... or just feel
“a little confused”. And even though your
foggy memory gets laughed off as just
another “senior moment”, it's not very
funny when it keeps happening to you.
Well now, a retired Israeli submarine
commander thinks he can fix that
“When youre responsible for protecting
millions from harm: you must take your
job seriously. You have to be focused, have
intense concentration and a memory
that won't tolerate failure” That's why ex-
military man, David Rutenberg developed
Lipogen PS Plus.. A new military grade
memory formulation thats helped
thousands of people get their memory
back. Even if youre in your 70, 80's and
beyond. You can now stay mentally fit,
focused and “fog-free” Here's why...

Like gray hair and reading glasses... some
people accept their memory loss as just a
part of getting older. But it doesn't have to
be that way. That’s why Lipogen PS Plus
has caught the attention of some of the
world’s most prominent brain experts.

My Memory Was

Starting to Fail Me.

I would forget all kinds of

things and something that
I had just said earlier in the day would
just have completely slipped my mind.
1 was worried about it. My memory
seemed to be pretty unreliable and I
thought I'd better do something about
it. When 1 read about Lipogen PS
Plus and how much it would help my
memory I wanted to try it.

It's great. I have actual recall, which
is super. I began to notice that I wasn't
forgetting things anymore. Thanks
Lipogen PS Plus for giving me my
memory back. T would not trust my
memorywithoutit. - Ethel Macagnoney

UNBLOCK YOUR BRAIN

Made exclusively in Israel, this incredible
supplement feeds your brain the nutrients
it needs to stay healthy. It was formulated
by Dr. Meir Shinitzky, Ph.D., former visiting
professor at Duke University, and recipient
of the prestigious J.F. Kennedy Prize.

Dr. Shinitzky explains; “Science has
shown, when your brain nutrient levels
drop, you can start to experience memory
problems. Your ability to concentrate and
stay focused becomes compromised. And
gradually, a "mental fog” sets in. It can
damage every aspect of your life”.

In recent years, researchers identified
the importance of a remarkable com-
pound called phosphatidylserine (PS).
It's the key ingredient in Lipogen PS Plus.
And crucial to your ability to learn and re-
member things as you age.

EARTH-SHAKING SCIENCE

Published clinical reports show replen-
ishing your body’s natural supply of Phos-
phatidylserine not only helps sharpen your
memory and concentration— but also helps
“perk you up” and put you in a better mood.

YOUR MEMORY UNLEASHED!

Lipogen PS Plus is an impressive fusion
of the most powerful, natural memory
compounds on Earth. This drug-free brain-
boosting formula enters your bloodstream
fast (in as little as thirty minutes).

It produces amazing results. Especially
for people who have tried everything to
improve their memory before, but failed.
Lipogen PS Plus gives your brain the vital
boost it needs to jump-start your focus
and mental clarity. "It truly is a godsend!”
says Shinitzky.

SIGNIFICANT MEMORY
IMPROVEMENTS

In 1992, doctors tested phosphatidyl-
serine on a select group of people aged
60-80 years old. Their test scores showed
impressive memory improvement. Test
subjects could remember more and were
more mentally alert. But doctors noticed
something else.

The group taking phosphatidylserine,

not only enjoyed sharper memory, but
Officially Reviewed by
the U.S. Food and Drug

IQA Administration:

Lipogen PS PLUS safety has been reviewed by
the FDA (FDA GRAS Notice No. GRN 000186)
PS is the ONLY health supplement with a FDA
“qualified health claim” for BOTH, COGNITIVE
DYSFUNCTION AND DEMENTIA,.

ADVERTISEMENT

Do you get lost going to places you
used to know how to get to?

Do you spend a lot of time looking
for things like your glasses or keys?

- _

Do you forget important doctor
visits or dates?

were also more upbeat and remarkably
happy. In contrast, the moods of the
individuals who took the placebo (starch
pill), remained unaffected.

But in order to truly appreciate how
well Lipogen PS Plus works for your
memory— you really have to try it.

SPECIAL “SEE FOR YOURSELF”
RISK-FREE SUPPLY

We've made arrangements with the
distributor of Lipogen PS Plus to offer
you a special “WWII History Readers Only
Discount”. This trial is 100% risk-free.

It's a terrific deal. If Lipogen PS Plus
doesn't help you think better, remember
more... and improve your mind, clarity
and mood - you won't pay a penny!
(Except S&H).

So don’t wait. Now you can join the
thousands of people who think better,
remember more—and enjoy clear, “fog-
free” memory. Think of it as making a
“wake-up call” to your brain.

Call Now, Toll Free!

1-800-789-8589
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During the Battle of France in the spring of 1940, Guderian leans out of his command vehicle to confer
with General Adolf Kuntzen, commander of the 8th Panzer Division. Guderian became known as a superb
tactician during the campaigns in Poland and France, putting his theories of armored warfare into practice.

needs to hold back powerful forces threatening
the country’s very existence. Guderian noted
that a portrait of Otto von Bismarck, the Iron
Chancellor, hung from the fireplace mantel
with a glint of steel from his cuirassier’s helmet
catching his eye. A bronze bust of General Paul
von Hindenburg, Germany’s hero of World
War I and former president of the country,
stood at the other end of the room. Both
seemed to be asking the gathering: “What are
you doing to Germany?”

The arguing stopped suddenly, with Hitler
approaching Himmler and stating that General
Wenck would arrive at his headquarters that
very night to take charge of the attack. Two
days later, the army was ready. The attack
began early the next day. The initial effort went
forward well, but Wenck was badly injured in
a car accident two days into the attack. In his
absence the advance bogged down, and the ini-
tial momentum was never regained. The Red
tide was overwhelming and, combined with
Allied advances in the West, the Third Reich
collapsed within a few months.

Guderian had been right in his argument, but
this larger than life general was to pay for his
audacity in standing up to Hitler. In a somewhat
similar stormy March 28, 1945, Chancellery
meeting, Guderian again stood his ground
against Hitler and the “bobbing heads” of the
Fuhrer’s inner circle. He was sent on a six-week
medical leave, departing Berlin to be with his
wife before eventually becoming a U.S. prisoner
of war.

Guderian was one of a fortunate few. His
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independence, proven battlefield brilliance, the
absence of documented war crime activities,
and his polished writing skills were to serve him
well in the coming years. In 1937, he had pub-
lished Achtung Panzer!, a groundbreaking
primer on the use of armored formations in
warfare. His Panzer Leader, a 500-page-plus
memoir, was to later burnish his military
accomplishments and solidify his role as one of
the leading German military figures in World
War II. The 1952 book quickly hit the bestseller
lists and was reprinted in several languages.

But how much of that memoir was objective
and how much was self-serving? Was Guder-
ian truly the “Father of the Blitzkrieg,” as one
book publisher contended? Was he the “Panzer
Pioneer” in the use of tanks in World War II, or
merely one of several military men who foresaw
and fostered the development of tank warfare?

Guderian was indeed fortunate at the end of
the war. He managed to fall into Allied hands,
and he avoided the taint of war crimes and the
prolonged life and death drama of the Nurem-
berg Trials. The Americans resisted Soviet
efforts to get their hands on him. Unlike many
of his comrades, then, Guderian had the time,
motivation, and inclination to write his mem-
oirs. And he managed to complete his book
well before more detailed and classified mate-
rials became available. That meant that histo-
rians found themselves heavily reliant on Gud-
erian’s work and his personal perspective when
writing about the tank commander’s exploits
in World War II.

As more materials became available, later

writers began to take a more nuanced view of
Guderian, questioning his role as the developer
of tank warfare and as the panzer pioneer. The
idea that Guderian was also involved in dis-
cussions to assassinate Hitler is also raised.
Such activity would have made him a traitor in
Nazi eyes.

Guderian was a complex, bright, self-confi-
dent, technological innovator. As a young offi-
cer in World War I, he took it upon himself to
take a flight over the Ardennes in a frail biplane
to get a better look at the enemy formations
facing his troops. That experience and his per-
sonal knowledge of the terrain were to pay
handsome dividends years later when his tanks
swept through the area and helped pin the
Allies against the French seacoast. He was an
early adaptor of technology who saw the need
to use radio communications to ensure the tight
and coordinated movement of tanks across the
battlefield. The innovative use of radio com-
munications also enabled him to lead from near
the front, where he could effectively see and
“feel” the battle develop.

Guderian’s appreciation of technology and
his command of the English and French lan-
guages supported his advocacy of tanks and the
use of vehicles to transport men and matériel on
the battlefield. In the interwar years, he read
the works of Britain’s J.E.C. Fuller and B.H.
Liddell Hart, as well as those of a young French
officer named Charles DeGaulle.

Fuller was involved in planning the successful
British tank attack at Cambrai in 1917, and he
developed the first real armored warfare doc-
trine, Plan 1919. Fuller saw the tank as a truly
decisive weapon that could force a breakthrough
of enemy lines, offsetting the comparatively slow
pace of advance by infantry. He foresaw that
tanks with their armor, firepower, and mobility
could withstand enemy firepower in approach-
ing enemy defenses, overcome them, and rup-
ture the front. Fuller also advocated deep pene-
tration of enemy lines to sow confusion and
panic, causing the collapse of the entire front.
Surprise, concentration, and mobility were keys
to the approach advocated by Fuller.

Liddell Hart also served in World War I and
later used his writing skills to spread his view
that future wars would be dominated by mech-
anization and airpower. He stressed striking at
the weakest spot in the enemy’s defenses with
a strong, disruptive blow to knock the oppo-
nent off balance as armored units penetrated
deep behind the lines well ahead of the rest of
the army.

Ironically, it was the Germans and not the
British who managed to develop these theories
of armored warfare during the interwar years.



De Gaulle, for his part, was locked in the
interwar French Army with its traditional ties
to the horse. Nevertheless, de Gaulle and his
tanks did perform well in counterattacks
against Guderian’s tanks in the German drive
from Sedan, May 17-20, 1940.

Guderian had the drive and ambition, while
Hitler provided the opportunity. He used his
ability as a technological innovator to further
his ideas and career, helped along by the Ger-
man desire to rebuild the military and avoid the
prolonged trench warfare endured in World
War L. During much of the interwar years he
was fortunate to work under Oswald Lutz,
who took Guderian under his wing as Lutz rose
to become the first commander of German
panzer troops.

Interestingly, it was Lutz who suggested in
late 1936 that Guderian write Achtung Panzer!
It was an amalgamation of Guderian’s war
academy lectures and a review of the ideas of
others. The panzers played a role in the March
1938 anschluss with Austria, and shortly there-
after Guderian began to receive rare invitations
to dine and attend the opera with Hitler.

Guderian’s favor with the Fithrer helped him
to get posted to command a second-line defen-
sive infantry corps during the planning of the
August 1939 invasion of Poland. Guderian
pulled out all available political stops and man-
aged at least to get himself reassigned to com-
mand an untried motorized corps rather than
the XVI Corps that had brought him notoriety
in Austria. His corps performed well, and on
September 5, 1939, Guderian provided a bat-
tlefield tour to Hitler, Himmler, and a young
infantry officer named Erwin Rommel, who
later gained fame as the Desert Fox. All the
while he stressed that armor would be the dom-
inant weapon of modern war.

Guderian obviously was a quick learner and
a self-confident innovator, and there is little
doubt about his military prowess. He stepped
forward to endorse General Erich von
Manstein’s plan to use tanks to penetrate the
heavily forested Ardennes in a “sickle cut” to
the English Channel, cutting off the bulk of the
enemy forces in Belgium and Holland. That
accomplished, Guderian then swung toward
the Swiss border to trap more than 500,000
Frenchmen in a large envelopment that helped
to bring the war in France to an abrupt end.

Guderian also showed his military prowess
when Germany invaded the Soviet Union on
June 22, 1941. His panzer group was in the
central thrust toward Moscow, crossing three
major rivers, capturing 300,000 Soviet soldiers
in the Minsk pocket, and taking that city and
Smolensk with another 300,000 Russian pris-
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oners along with 3,200 tanks and more than
3,000 guns. He had advanced some 400 miles
into the Soviet Union and to within 175 miles
of Moscow. In a controversial move, his panz-
ers were then ordered some 200 miles south on
August 21 to help take Kiev. That battle cost
the Red Army another 660,000 men and an
estimated 880 tanks and 3,700 guns.

Guderian’s tankers retraced their steps and
on September 30 resumed their attack toward
Moscow. The panzers pushed forward and
reached Orel on October 3, moving so quickly
that the trams were still running as the Ger-
mans entered the city. Four days later the Ger-
man pincers closed on the Bryansk pocket, net-
ting more than 660,000 Soviet prisoners.

Poor weather, logistical challenges, and stiff-
ening Soviet resistance halted the Germans
before Moscow. Guderian’s attempt to take
Tula, a crucial city south of Moscow, failed,
and on December 4 he shifted to the defensive
just before the Soviets launched a counterof-
fensive using fresh Siberian forces backed with
powerful T-34 medium tanks. Hitler was dis-
pleased with Guderian’s unauthorized pull-
back, and he sacked the general on December
26, 1941,

In many ways, the self-described panzer
leader was fortunate to have been dismissed.
His reputation was not tarnished by the Axis
defeat in North Africa, the retreat from
Moscow, or the disaster that befell the Sixth
Army at Stalingrad. On February 28, 1943,
Hitler named Guderian inspector general of
armored troops to direct a reorganization of
the panzer forces and speed up the production
of much needed heavier tanks. It was his first
field command in two years, and Guderian
moved forward with his usual energy.

Guderian’s irascibility, which had earned him
the nickname of “Stormy Weather Heinz” in
some circles, was to follow him to that new
position. Although not directly involved in
planning for the mid-1943 Citadel offensive
and the resulting Battle of Kursk, Guderian did
strongly argue against the use of the heavy Ele-
fant and Nashorn tank destroyers and
expressed concern about deploying the new
Tiger and Panther tanks until reliability prob-
lems could be worked out.

He witnessed the action at Kursk, and his
concerns about the Tiger and Panther tanks
were proven correct. According to one report,
of the 200 new Panthers that saw action at
Kursk, 42 were destroyed but only 43 remained
operational as the Germans withdrew. The oth-
ers had suffered mechanical breakdowns or
battle damage.

Guderian continued with his reorganization
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Adolf Hitler presents the Knight's Cross medal to G
fell out of favor with Hitler, in part due to his willingness to oppose the Fishrer on military issues.

plan, which resulted in the estimated produc-
tion of some 1,848 Panther tanks in 1943 and
another 1,468 by May 1944. Following the
failed July 20, 1944, plot to assassinate Hitler,
Guderian was named acting chief of the gen-
eral staff. He became occupied with new mat-
ters in that post, such as the continued Soviet
advances in the East, Allied pressure in the
West, and Allied bombing that slowly strangled
German production capacity as the war con-
tinued. The deteriorating conditions and his
continuing clashes with Hitler led to Guderian’s
second dismissal on March 28, 1945.

Perhaps the most intriguing question in Gud-
erian’s background revolves around his possible
knowledge of plans to assassinate Hitler. While
his memoirs freely acknowledge some interac-
tion with a few of the conspirators during his
1942-1943 period of unemployment, historian
Russell Hart says Guderian “concluded the
scheme lacked sufficient prospects of success to
hazard his career and life.” But Guderian did not
denounce the men, and that alone would prob-
ably have been enough to warrant his execution
according to Nazi justice.

Hart goes further, however, contending that
there is “strong circumstantial evidence” indi-
cating that Guderian was more involved in the
conspiracy than he admits in his memoirs. In
June 1944, for example, he recommended to
Himmler that Colonel Claus Graf von Stauf-
fenberg, the leader of the conspiracy, become
the Army’s chief of staff. That would have given
Stauffenberg direct access to Hitler. Also, on
July 19, 1944, Lt. Col. Karl-Henning von
Barsewisch, Guderian’s former Luftwaffe liai-

-

uderian and other officers in October 1939. Guderian

son officer, met with the general and informed
him of an impending attempt on the Fiihrer’s
life in a final effort to enlist Guderian’s partic-
ipation in the conspiracy, says Hart.

Guderian also failed to report that meeting,
saying lamely in his memoirs that he decided
the information was too incredible to take seri-
ously. That defense, says Hart, “borders on the
preposterous.”

Hart also raises questions regarding Guder-
ian’s actions on July 20, the day of Stauffenberg’s
failed attempt on Hitler’s life. He traveled from
Berlin to his Diepenhof estate in West Prussia
that day and spent the afternoon hunting roe-
buck alone on his estate at the time of the assas-
sination attempt. It was late afternoon before a
dispatch rider located Guderian, providing him
with crucial time to see which way the plot had
gone, contends Hart. When he learned via a
radio report that the plot had failed, he set about
further isolating himself from suspicion.

Guderian was able to do just that, and the
next day a still bomb-dazed Hitler promoted
the former panzer leader to acting chief of the
general staff. Hitler also made Guderian a
member of the “honor court” that screened and
discharged members of the armed forces
accused of involvement in the July 20 conspir-
acy. The accused were then subjected to special
Gestapo torture, convicted by a people’s court,
and slowly strangled to death by piano wire.

Guderian’s role in the honor court is trou-
bling, especially if he indeed had advance
knowledge of the plot. He voted to expel fellow
officers from the military based solely on
Gestapo interrogation and intelligence reports,



denying them opportunities to present a defense
or call witnesses.

Also disturbing were Guderian’s actions dur-
ing his 1942-1943 period of inactivity when he
was seeking property in conquered territory that
he might claim for his own. He settled on a
2,500-acre estate of excellent farmland at
Diepenhof and managed to have the Polish own-
ers forcibly evicted. Hitler approved, seeing such
gifts as a way of tying his military commanders
to him. The estate was “the largest single bribe”
Hitler ever gave to any of his field commanders,
contends Hart. In addition, since August 1940,
Guderian had already been receiving special tax-
free monthly payments of 2,000 Reichsmarks,
effectively doubling his gross salary.

Guderian proved to be a very bright and very
complex individual. He was a proven general
who could and did make quick, difficult deci-
sions. For the most part, his men loved him, his
peers respected him, and his superiors often
grated at his impertinence. One superior, Field
Marshall Gunther von Kluge, was so enraged
by Guderian that at one point he actually peti-
tioned Hitler for permission to challenge the
tank commander to a duel to settle matters, a
request the Fithrer denied.

Guderian and most of the German military in
the 1930s saw Hitler’s rise to power as a wave
they could ride in furthering their own careers
while rebuilding the German military. With
experience and instinct, he was prepared to
strike when opportunities presented themselves,
both on and off the battlefield. On the battle-
field such acts can prove productive. In civilian
life such acts can be seen as opportunistic, as in
his ready acquisition of the large estate.

While he was a technological innovator, he
was not the first or only advocate of tank war-
fare. Others came before him. Guderian’s first
book on tank warfare appeared before the war;
however, he actually had to pull political strings
to gain command of a mechanized corps for the
invasion of Poland in 1939. Although not his-
torically the first panzer leader, he did epito-
mize and demonstrate what tankers could
accomplish when led by a determined, well-
trained, and fearless commander.

Both the Soviets and the Western Allies were
indeed fortunate that the talented Guderian
proved so irascible to Hitler and the Nazis that
his considerable energies and abilities were
never fully harnessed and directed by the Third
Reich. o

Phil Zimmer is a former newspaper reporter
and a U.S. Army veteran. He has written on a
number of World War 11 topics and resides in
Jamestown, New York.
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Insight

Meanwhile in
Leningrad ‘ Survivors of the 900-day

siege on the city tell their
miraculous stories.

GEORGINA’S MOTHER SAT NEXT TO ME AT HER DINING ROOM TABLE. SHE AND
her husband were veterans of the Great Patriotic War, and back in 1996 we all sat about the table
on Victory Day and talked about the siege.

The old woman grasped my arm and talked in Russian while her husband listened. They both
wore medals, one of his for “extreme bravery.” It was, of course, May 9, and everyone was in a
jovial mood. The day was light and airy, and it reminded me of holiday dinners at home, or Fourth
of July barbeques. It reminded me of any occasion where we celebrate, albeit with a certain twist.
At home and in Europe we celebrate victories; on this day, citizens of St. Petersburg celebrate sur-
vival. There is a difference.

In Europe, of course, Victory Day is May 8, but because of the time difference and the surren-
der not being signed until nearly midnight in Germany, the defenders of Leningrad

I By Bob Kunzinger |

a big man with a wide, tender smile. And she
might have been my own grandmother, whose
eldest son fought in the war.

“My job was in a munitions factory,” she
told me. Everyone had a job. Lt. Gen. Markian
Popov was the officer in charge of Leningrad
during the siege, and at the beginning of the
war he made a statement for the citizens of the
city: “The moment has come to put your Bol-
shevik qualities to work, to get ready to defend
Leningrad without wasting words. We have to
see that nobody is just an onlooker and carry
out in the least possible time the same kind of
mobilization of the workers that was done in
1918 and 1919. The enemy is at the gate. It is
a question of life and death.”

Everyone had a job to do.

The Soviet involvement in the Great Patriotic
War, as they refer to World War II, actually
began on June 22, 1941, when the German
Army’s three million troops invaded the Soviet
Union, almost two years after World War II
started for the rest of Europe with Hitler’s inva-
sion of Poland. Soviet Premier Josef Stalin had
been a willing accomplice in that invasion with
the Red Army invading Poland from the east.
Stalin did not believe that Hitler would turn on
the Soviet Union.

Following the Nazi invasion, Hitler had
unintentional help in the Soviet Union since
Stalin never really cared about casualties. Early
in the war Stalin ordered the Red Army to
remain firm as the Germans captured nearly six
million prisoners of war, most of whom died in
captivity. In fact, Stalin was so adamant that
troops hold their positions that he ordered the
execution of frontline commanders who
retreated. By 1942, more than 77,000 Soviet
citizens had been executed for supposed cow-
ardice and treachery.

Two decrees were issued: Order 270 made it
a criminal offense for any soldier to surrender
and Order 227 declared that any commander
retreating without permission would be tried
before a military tribunal. These became
known as the “Not a Step Backward” decrees.
The military overseers dug trenches behind the
armies and filled them with

did not find out until the next day, May 9. Soviet soldiers and sharpshooters. Later estimates

The small room was crowded. This was, for all intents and purposes, the apart-
ment of two citizens of the Soviet Union, two comrades during the war whose
daughter married a Soviet naval captain who manned a ship in the Arctic with the
mission of seeking out American submarines. These were the people I was raised
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civilians run for their lives
along the Nevsky
Prospekt, Leningrad’s main
boulevard, as German

: ’ ) i shells slam into the street a i -~ 2
to fear and despise. We drank wine and ate a small dish of onions. Soup would be [P EerR AT 9  million Soviet military and civil-

next, and salmon. [PY PR TN NPT Rees ol ian deaths, roughly the present
Communism had ended a few short years earlier. Georgina’s mother kept hold and unburied amid the population of Canada.
of my arm and spoke slowly while her husband poured me more to drink. He was destruction of war. In Leningrad, however, the vast

put the total number of Soviet
dead in World War II at 20 mil-
lion, but the most accurate esti-
mate in retrospect is about 32



Millions Demand America’s Pu
Shouldn’t You?

Secure Your New 2013 Silver Eagles Now!

Millions of people collect the American Eagle
Silver Dollar. In fact it’s been the country’s
most popular Silver Dollar for over two
decades. Try as they might, that makes ita
very hard “secret” to keep quiet. And right
now, many of those same people are lining
up to secure the new 2013 U.S. Eagle Silver
Dollars — placing their orders now to ensure
that they get America’s newest Silver Dollar
— in stunning Brilliant Uncirculated condition
— before millions of others beat them to it.

America’s Newest

U.S. Eagle Silver Dollar
This is a newest release of one of the most
beautiful silver coins in the world. Today you
have the opportunity to secure these massive,
hefty one full Troy ounce U.S. Silver Dollars
in stunning Brilliant Uncirculated condition.
These legal tender United States Silver Dollars
feature a nearly 100-year-old design of Lady
Liberty striding confidently forward while
draped in a U.S. flag, while the other side
depicts a majestic U.S. eagle, thirteen stars,
and an American shield. But the clock
is ticking.

The Most Affordable
Precious Metal—
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED

Silver is by far the most affordable of all
precious metals — and each full Troy ounce
American Eagle Silver Dollar is government-
guaranteed for its 99.9% purity, authenticity,
and legal tender status.

A Coin Flip You Can’t
Afford to Lose

Why are we releasing the most popular
silver dollar in America for a remarkably
affordable price? We're doing it to introduce
you to what hundreds of thousands of smart
collectors and satisfied customers have
known since 1984 — New York Mint is

the place to find the world’s finest coins.

Timing is Everything
Our advice? Keep this to yourself. Tear out
the page if you have to, because the more
people who know about this offer, the worse
it is for you. Demand for Silver Eagles in
recent years has shattered records. Experts
predict that 2013 Silver Eagles may break
them all over again. Supplies are limited and
there is a strict limit of 40 per household.

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
You must be 100% satisfied with your 2013
Brilliant Uncirculated American Eagle Silver
Dollars or return them within 30 days of
receipt for a prompt refund (less all s/h).
Don’t miss out on this limited release. Call
immediately to secure these American Eagle
Silver Dollars ahead of the crowd.

2013 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU

Your cost 1-4 Coins - $26.95 each + s/h
5-9 Coins - $26.75 each + s/h
10-19 Coins - $26.50 each + s/h
20-40 Coins - $26.25 each + s/h

Offer Limited to 40 per Household
For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day

1-800-935-7267

‘ Offer Code TAE334-06 ‘

Please mention this code when you call.

New York Mint®

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. TAE334-06
Bumsville, Minnesota 55337
www.New YorkMint.com

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. NOTE: New York Mint® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and
currency issues and privately issued licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of June 2013, ©2013 New York Mint, LLC,



18

National Archives

B

— -
=
T
)
-
¢ P~ %

Men bring a cart filled with bodies to the Volkovo Cemetery in Leningrad. The civilian population of the
city suffered greatly as the Germans and Finns tried to starve Leningrad into submission.

majority of casualties were not soldiers, but
women and children. One Victory Day I walked
alone through town after the veterans’ parade. I
passed 14 Nevsky Prospect, where residents
leave flowers beneath a sign in place since the
war, which reads, “Citizens! During artillery
shelling this side of the street is most dangerous!”
At the Piskaryovskoye Cemetery, too, tens of
thousands of mourners leave flowers on one of
the 186 mounds of mass graves or at the monu-
ment of the Motherland, a statue of a woman
lamenting those who died during what the rest
of the world calls the “siege,” but which Rus-
sians call “Blokada,” the blockade.

The siege of Leningrad is political and mili-
tary history, yet it is also personal. It is the story
of the general making tough decisions, his frame
a sliver of what it had been before the war; it is
the story of the child living on a few grams of
bread, his mother making sure he only takes
small bites throughout the day for fear if he eats
it all at once he will surely starve to death.

The siege is one of the chapters in books
about 20th-century atrocities; yet it is also the
conversation over beers in a corner pub, where
most veterans still hold back their emotions
against the questions of the curious. Some
allow others to cross the line into their world,
allow them to suffer the starvation through sto-
ries and tears because they know it might be
the only way these great heroes, the defenders
of Leningrad, will be remembered.

One woman at Palace Square spoke to me of
her worst memory. She was 15 during the siege
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when she had to pull a sleigh carrying the body
of her sister, who had died of starvation. She
made it to the graveyard and left her sister on
the pile of bodies. Another there, Alexander,
remembered how he would cut up a piece of
bread once a day for his brothers. His parents
had died of starvation some time earlier.

Nearly three million civilians, including
nearly half a million children, refused to sur-
render despite having to deal with extreme
hardships in the encircled city. Food and fuel
would last only about two months after the
siege began on September 8, 1941, and by win-
ter there was no heating, no water, almost no
electricity, and little sustenance. These citizens
still had two more years of this to endure.
Leningrad is roughly at the same latitude as
Anchorage, Alaska. It gets cold.

During that first January and February,
200,000 people died of cold and starvation.
Because disease was a problem, the bodies were
carried to various locations in the city, most
notably what became the Piskaryovskoye
Cemetery. Even so, people continued to work
in the deplorable conditions to keep the war
industries operating. When they were not
working or looking for food and water, they
were carrying the dead, dragging bodies on
children’s sleighs or pulling them through the
snow by their wrists to the cemetery.

One man said, “To take someone who has
died to the cemetery is an affair of so much
labor that it exhausts the last strength in the
survivors. The living, having fulfilled their duty

to the dead, are themselves brought to the brink
of death.”

But the people of Leningrad would not sur-
render; they always heeded Popov’s decree.
Still, after the war, Stalin ordered the general’s
arrest for not communicating with Moscow
often enough, and he was sent to a gulag.

I met a woman named Sophia in a graveyard
on the north side of the city. She had been an
adolescent during the reign of Czar Nicholas II
and lost her husband and son during the siege.
We sat on a bench, and she told me of her life,
of her family, as if time had turned it into a hazy
event she had heard someone tell about years
earlier. Her hands were transparent, and she
spoke of Leningrad as being a prisoner of war,
with no rations and no electricity and little
hope. The city became a concentration camp,
its citizens condemned to death by Hitler.

Thousands of people were evacuated across
Lake Ladoga via the famous frozen “Doroga
Zhinzni,” the “Road of Life.” During warm
weather, some were boated across, but in win-
ter they were carried on trucks across the frozen
lake under German fire. Heading north was
pointless. The Finnish Army, allied with the
Germans since the bitter Winter War with the
Soviets in 1939-1940, held the line there.

Meanwhile, in Leningrad, workers took all the
treasures from the Hermitage Museum and the
Palaces of Peterhof and Pushkin and buried them
in basements and beneath St. Isaac’s Cathedral.
Not everything made it out, including many
paintings and the mysterious amber room of the
Summer Palace. On Hitler’s orders most of the
palaces, such as Gachina, the Summer Palace in
Pushkin, and other historic landmarks located
outside the city’s defensive perimeter, were looted
and then destroyed, with many art collections
being transported to Nazi Germany.

The Leningrad airport and many factories,
schools, hospitals, transport facilities, and other
buildings were destroyed by air raids and long-
range artillery during the 30-month siege. Still,
students continued their studies and some even
graduated, celebrating between bombings.

Then, composer Dmitri Shostakovich wrote
his Seventh Symphony, the Leningrad Sym-
phony, and it was performed in this besieged
city, bombs exploding in the background, but
no one leaving the performance. To hear the
symphony today in the cemetery while thou-
sands of people walk about without talking is
to understand how music can capture emotions
more readily than words.

The Seventh played while my friend, Mike
Kweder, and I walked about in the silence of
the mourners, and we stopped at times to talk,
to wonder. Mike asked if I thought the cemetery



would continue to be a destination on Victory
Day, or any day, after the veterans were all
gone; he wondered when the day would be
taken for granted.

When I first came to St. Petersburg, the vet-
erans numbered in the thousands. Now there
are only a few thousand, and many of them are
not well. Back in the early 1990s one could not
wander more than a few feet without meeting
a survivor of the siege. Today, we must look
intently for the medals, or for old women on
benches, holding flowers. Then we both saw a
young couple walk by with their young son
playing with a toy rifle, making mock shooting
noises, and I hoped he did not point the plastic
toward someone who had seen enough.

For the Soviets during the war, the future of
their country and perhaps victory or defeat in
World War II were in the balance. When the
initial attack on Leningrad failed, Hitler
ordered the siege to free up troops the Nazis
needed elsewhere. Had the Germans taken
Leningrad or destroyed it faster, they would
have been able to sweep attack Moscow, the
Soviet capital and their real goal, from behind.

The troops protecting the city were reliant
upon its citizens to supply them with food and
munitions—not an easy task for a city with vir-
tually nothing.

“We simply had nothing to eat,” one woman
told me on a bench in the village of Pushkin. I
had been walking about the town and stopped
to buy some doilies she made by hand. She also
had a plate of poppy seed buns her grand-
daughter had baked. The siege, she said, was a
time during which one gauged success by being
alive or not.

“I thought about food at breakfast, I played
with it at lunch, and I pretended to consume it
at dinner,” she said. “This went on for me
nearly from the start.” She took a bite of one
of the poppy seed rolls and looked around for
other people who might buy her knitting.
“Really, we were hungry from the very start.
People must know that.”

When the Nazis took Schliesselburg east of
Leningrad, the city was officially surrounded,
and within three years half of the city’s popu-
lation would be dead. Despite the danger, fac-
tories continued to supply arms and ammuni-
tion. Old men, women, and children replaced
workers who left for the battlefield.

“But here’s what mattered: the city tried to
act like a city,” Georgina’s mother told me as
she let go of my arm and ate cake, sipping tea
and pausing to recall details. “A few dozen
schools continued to educate, 20 movie and
playhouses stayed open, the Grand Philhar-
monic played for at least a year.”
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Some survivors, however, tell of wartime
KGB activities, or encounters with people who
had such severe mental illness from disease and
starvation that it had became unbearable. The
accounts are sometimes spurious, but too many
narratives contain too many parallel events to
write them off as exaggerated. Several wrote of
what became known as “blockade cannibal-
ism,” including the story of a boy who was
enticed to enter someone’s apartment to eat
warm cereal only to discover a room of
butchered corpses behind a door.

Radio broadcasts continued. The survivors
of the siege declare that efforts to maintain
morale were as significant as the troops on the
front lines in saving the city.

A few years ago at Rasputin’s, a pub just out-
side the Nevksy Monastery, I met an elderly man.
I immediately recognized him from earlier in the
week at Trinity Cathedral, where we both lit can-
dles at the tomb of Saint Alexander Nevsky,
patron to soldiers and young men. I knew the
man from his long gray hair and worn boots. I
was drinking wine and waiting for soup when he
asked me if he had seen me earlier in the week.

We talked, and I asked if he was a veteran.
He smiled and said yes, and eventually he told
me of his covert operations behind enemy lines,
deep in the German-occupied sections of the

Author’s Collection
i

Leningrad is known to many as “the city of old
women who survived the siege.” This woman
pauses to remember lost family members and
friends who perished during the siege that
lasted nearly three years and caused tremen-
dous suffering among the civilian population.

city. He was on food detail, he told me, point-
ing to his own meal. He and his comrades were
in charge of transporting as much food as pos-
sible into the city. He had no reason to fabricate

the story, yet I had never heard of such maneu-
vers. We drank together, and I told him of
Americans I had known who fought in the war.

[ have met many Russians in pubs who love
to fabricate stories of heroism, but this man was
not among them. According to the curator at
the Monument to the Heroic Defenders of
Leningrad, for a few months in the summer of
1941 Soviet guerrilla detachments called
“exterminator squads” set up camp behind
enemy lines to assist regular troops and volun-
teers defending the city. They annoyed the Nazi
commanders to no end.

One “guerrilla province” was formed in
Nazi-controlled areas of Leningrad—some-
thing unheard of in much of military history—
a vast area behind enemy lines under its own
political and economic rule. Thirty-five thou-
sand troops operated there, harassing the
Nazis. They also managed to transport more
than 500 tons of food to the city in March
1942. The old man showed me the medal he
was awarded for “extreme bravery.”

I met another nearly 90-year-old man on the
steps near the Motherland statue. A young girl
of about eight reached up to hand him a flower.
and he cried. I said how beautiful it was that
parents still teach their children to respect him
and his comrades 60 years or more later. He
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smiled and added that what touched him was
when he was a young man leaving for the front
lines, a young girl had run to him and handed
him a flower. This young girl reminded him of
that moment.

“It happens every time a child gives me a
flower,” he said. He laid the flower at the foot
of the statue. I asked what had gotten him
through the worst of the days, when, truly, it
seemed there was no hope of continuing. He
stroked his beard.

“I shaved every day,” he said. “No matter
how weak we were, and no matter how long
we might spend doing nothing but waking, rest-
ing, sleeping, and waking again, every day we
were encouraged to shave, and did. It made me
feel like I was ready for what was next.”

Leningrad’s Astoria Hotel did not resemble a
hotel at all during the siege. It was a hospital with
bodies in the hallways and on the stairs. The man-
ager at the time, Anna Andreievna, spoke of how
the ground was too frozen to bury the dead, so
the bodies accumulated in the streets. But the sur-
vivors never lost faith in the Red Army, in the
workers, in themselves, and in God.

“Tused canes to walk to and from the hotel,”
Anna remembered. “I was so weak, dropping
from 160 pounds to about 90. But the ones
who stopped, died. Sometimes I would pass

Author’s Collection

An elderly veteran of the siege of Leningrad
smiles faintly during a ceremony to remember
the dead of the horrific 900-day siege.
This soldier wears a number of decorations,
including one for “extreme bravery” exhibited
during the siege.

someone breathing heavily in the morning sit-
ting on a step, and in the afternoon pass again
and that person would be dead.”

Leningrad’s population of dogs, cats, horses,

rats, and crows disappeared as they became the
main courses on many dinner tables. Nothing
was off limits, and stories circulate about eat-
ing dirt, paper, and wood. One void with sto-
ries of the siege lies in the details left out or
destroyed. Stalin censored much of the news of
anything except heroism.

The people of Leningrad ate wood glue, the
paste from the back of wallpaper, and boiled
leather belts. People ate the buds on the low
branches in spring; everyone who survived the
siege can recall “pigweed.” One woman used
one of her dead children to feed the others.

For nearly three years, Leningrad was under
attack night and day, and almost half its popu-
lation, including 700,000 women and children,
perished. The Germans left the city of Peter the
Great, his “Window to the West,” in ruins. Still,
they could not defeat Leningrad.

The great siege and the sacrifice of the peo-
ple who suffered and died will always be
remembered—even as the number of survivors
continues to dwindle. o

This is author Bob Kunzinger’s first contribution
to WWII History. He is a professor of humani-
ties and resides in Virginia Beach, Virginia. His
work has appeared in numerous publications
and has been noted in Best American Essays.
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Siam Secrecy

Allied intelligence efforts in Thailand influenced the course
of World War Il in the China-Burma-India Theater.

THAILAND WAS PERHAPS THE LEAST KNOWN, THOUGH SURELY MORE SCENIC
and exotic, covert battleground of World War II. For one American, it would be the adventure of
a lifetime already filled with adventure, for another mental anguish in the dark. A British agent was
almost killed by his briefcase. A rebel would find himself a royal stand-in, then a resister. In the end,
the Japanese would be so oblivious to reality they were dancing just two days before their doom.

A revolution in 1932 had stripped the Thai monarchy of its absolute power, though the sub-
stitute would prove worse—a Fascist-leaning military strongman, Colonel Pribul Songgram.
Becoming premier in 1940, Pribul styled himself “Leader,” scapegoated the Chinese minority the
way Hitler did the Jews, and, determined to break Great Britain’s stranglehold on trade, ominously
moved Thailand into the political orbit of Japan.

London was worried enough by the summer of 1941 to suggest a joint effort with Washington
to wean Pribul from Tokyo. U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull by then believed that the effort
would be hopeless. He believed that Thailand was already in the clutches of Japan.

Japanese control became official on the day Pearl Harbor was attacked, December 7, 1941. As
20,000 Japanese troops were landing uninvited on Thailand’s coast, the Japanese ambassador in
Bangkok was dictating to Pribul and the Thai cabinet the terms of passage for Japanese troops to
transit Thailand and attack the British in Burma, an alliance between Japan and Thailand, and
declarations of war against Great Britain and the United States.

In Washington, the Thai minister had to make it official by handing notification to Hull. When
that moment came, though, with tears in his eyes, he refused: “I am keeping the declaration in
my pocket because I am convinced it does not reflect the will of the Thai people. With American
help, I propose to prove it,” he declared.

The U.S. Office of Strategic Services (OSS, the forerunner of the modern Central Intelligence
Agency) soon had more immediate concerns regarding Thailand than the country’s liberation, how-
ever. “Right now Siam is the biggest information blind spot in the Far East,” the agent being sent
there, Colonel Nicol Smith, was briefed. “General Stilwell is fighting a tough campaign in Burma,
and he wants to know how many Thais are under arms and whether they really want to fight for
the Japs. The Army Air Forces want to know where the most important Jap installations are so
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they can bomb them. General Chennault wants
to know where prison camps are and whether
some of his fliers downed over Siam can be res-
cued. The State Department wants to know to
what extent the present government represents
the will of the Thai people.”

Colonel Smith had been adventuring around
the world since paddling the length of the
Danube River in a canoe when only 17 years of
age. He had been a captive of South Seas
islanders before escaping, was shipwrecked,
spent time among the inmates of the Devil’s
Island prison colony (as a visitor), went up South
America’s River of Death where a tribe adopted
him, and traveled the length of the Burma Road.
He was already well acquainted with the wilds
of China and covert intelligence work, having
just returned from a year inside Vichy France.
With 21 American-educated Thais recruited by
the Thai Minister to the United States, he set sail
for Thailand from Baltimore via the Panama
Canal on March 15, 1943.

While Smith spent the next year training in
India with his Thais, then trekking with them
across China, the postwar future of Thailand
was developing into a bone of contention
between the Allies. Washington regarded Thai-
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land as a victim of Japanese aggression to be
treated as a liberated country, while London
had answered Thailand’s declaration of war
with one of its own in February 1942 and was
making plain its intention to place Thailand
under indefinite occupation.

The dispute extended further to the intelli-
gence services. Britain’s counterpart to the OSS,
the Special Operations Executive (SOE), was
planning to send its own Thais back into the
country. Meanwhile, both agencies would find
their Thai operations obstructed by the notori-
ous head of Chinese intelligence, “the Chinese
Himmler,” General Tai Li.

When Smith finally reached the Indochina
border, the promised assistance from Tai Li
failed to materialize, and the first two Thais he
sent into the country were killed by the Japan-
ese. Finally, a Chinese Catholic priest, whom
Smith promised $1,000 to build a new church,
agreed to lead a new quartet of agents during
the monsoon season when they would be least
expected.

Almost three months passed anxiously for
Smith, as the SOE’s own Thais reached
Bangkok first and he was warned that the OSS
was about to cancel his mission. Then, finally,
on October 5, 1944, came the first broadcast by
the OSS Thais from inside Bangkok. Smith and
some officers were dejectedly killing time with
one more nightly card game when another offi-
cer rushed in to announce contact had finally
been made.

“For a moment we were all too stunned to
speak,” Smith recalled in his postwar memoir
Into Siam: Underground Kingdom. “Then, as if
we were one, the entire group leaped from the
table scattering cards and chips on the floor, and
rushed for the radio shack.... The tap, tap, tap
was sounded over and over again, little by little,
groups took tangible shape on paper. Never had
anything looked so good to me as did those ever-
increasing letters of the alphabet.”

The Thais were broadcasting from inside the
national police headquarters, but they were not
prisoners—the chief was a major figure in the
resistance movement. As Smith was to later
jubilantly write, “The two hundred and twenty
thousand square miles of Thailand was no
longer an information blackout. A lamp had
been lighted in the capital of Siam, more than
five hundred miles to the south, and we knew
it would be shining ever brighter until the end
of the war and the return of freedom....

“Requests for information came thick and
fast. Our intelligence became increasingly
detailed.”

Information was exchanged daily between
Bangkok and the Free Thai legation and the

WWII HISTORY

Covert 0SS operations were often in the field
for extended periods, and resupply became
problematic. The issue was resolved
partially with the airdrops of needed matériel
into the dense jungle below. This photo shows
supplies descending earthward along the
Thai-Burmese border.

State Department in Washington.

“We were giving twenty-four-hour weather
reports and designating more and more plane
targets. We were able to inform General
[Albert C.] Wedemeyer about Jap troop move-
ments across Siam to Burma. We told the Air
Force which side of the [Bangkok] airport the
Thais were using, and which side the Japs.
Every branch of the armed services and every
Allied government agency pressed us for
answers to vital questions. Replies came back
from inside Jap-held Thailand with remarkable
conciseness.”

The Free Thais were followed by American
and British agents parachuted in or landed on
hidden airstrips in the jungle. The OSS was also
active along Thailand’s coast, dropping off and
then picking up reconnaissance units by PT
boat. “It was a river war like the movie Apoc-
alypse Now,” one boat captain remembered. “I
think it was the most fun I had in my life.”

Some agents found the secret service in Thai-
land less enjoyable. The first American radio
operator in Bangkok, after two months of never
leaving the darkened room he broadcasted
from, suffered a complete mental breakdown
and had to be evacuated to the coast. The head
of the SOE mission, Colonel David Smiley, had
the James Bond-like briefcase designed to burn
documents inside in the event of capture sud-
denly explode in his hand, drenching him in
flaming liquid. After a week of agony, covered
in burns with no medical treatment available,
he was flown out to recover and eventually
return to Thailand.

Besides information, the OSS and SOE
worked to organize resistance against the
50,000-strong Japanese occupation force.
“There was a reception for every drop,” one
of the SOE Thais recalled. “Transport, food,
shelter, and cover stories were provided.... As
practically all the government official and the
civilian population were with us there was no
hide-and-seek with the Japanese counterespi-
onage.

“Once established in our respective areas, all
we had to do was state what we required: the
categories of men for the different types of
work and the number of recruits we required.
The underground responded promptly. Guer-
rilla and subversive activities would have been
well-nigh impossible had it not been for the
organization inside Siam. Without local help
we would not have lasted long.”

Guerrilla bands totaling 10,000 members
were founded. But the China-Burma-India The-
ater was the end of the line in Allied priority
for supplies, and Thailand the end inside that
line. Less than 200 tons of arms and ammuni-
tion for the resistance were eventually air-
dropped or flown in.

The Americans continued to operate out of
the police headquarters in Bangkok, the British,
even more improbably, from the office of the
commandant of the main internment camp for
Western civilians. On July 13, 1943, it was
finally Colonel Nicol Smith’s turn to head to
the capital to meet the leader of the resistance,
codenamed Ruth, and inform him to refrain
from a general uprising until the British offen-
sive to liberate Malaya scheduled for Novem-
ber 1945 had commenced.

Smith flew from liberated Burma to a secret
airstrip inside Thailand and from there in a
Thai Air Force transport to Bangkok’s main air-
field. Upon landing he and his companion got
a shock when Japanese ground crewmen
pushed an aircraft of their own just five yards
past them!

“Lloyd and I were flat on our stomachs, our
faces so close together our noses touched,”
Smith recalled. “The sweat rolled off my fore-
head. I could feel drops pouring down my
neck.”

From there they were driven to the Royal
Palace, of all places, to meet Ruth.

Ruth was no less than Pridi Phanomyong,
regent for the absent boy-king Ananda Mahi-
dol, who was at boarding school in Switzerland
when the Japanese took over. Ironically, Pridi
had been a leader in the revolution that reduced
the monarchy to ceremonial status and was
later fired by Premier Pribul from the post of
minister of finance for opposing the Japanese



and politically sidelined, it appeared, in the
regency.

Then, in July 1944, the Thai Parliament
forced Pribul to resign. There was no reaction
from the Japanese, and Pridi was in control of
the government. “A double life is not an easy
one,” he told Smith. “By day I sit in my palace
and pretend to busy myself with the affairs of
His Majesty. In reality the entire time is taken
up with problems of the underground—how
we are going to get more guerrillas; how we
are going to feed the ones we already have;
how we can, without suspicion, replace gov-
ernors from provinces where we are putting
in American camps so that we may always
have one of the men of the underground in the
key position.”

That life was about to get even harder. Pass-
ing Japanese aircraft had spotted secret land-
ing strips, then ground searches uncovered hid-
den arms. Pridi denied knowledge but warned
Smith to get out. “The Japanese may assassi-
nate me,” he said. “I'm afraid it’s the beginning
of the end.”

As Smith was being driven out of town past
the biggest hotel in Bangkok, he heard a rau-
cous party going on inside. The driver said the
Japanese were celebrating Tokyo’s dismissal of
the Potsdam Declaration.

“We couldn’t resist pausing a few moments
to watch,” Smith would later write. “The music
never stopped. As soon as one orchestra fin-
ished, the other began. Around and around the
dance floor whirled the Japanese, celebrating
the New Order in Southeast Asia—two days
before the atomic bomb.”

The bomb saved Pridi and Thailand. The
Japanese were so demoralized that the SOE’s
David Smiley, recovered from his burns, was
able to supervise the disarmament of 10,000
Japanese troops singlehanded.

Pressure from Washington forced the British
to sign a peace treaty with Thailand that merely
terminated hostilities, such as they had never
been, with no occupation. Young King Ananda
Mahidol returned, but was found dead at the
age of 19 from a gunshot wound. The origin of
the fatal shot was never satisfactorily explained.
Pridi Phanomyong remained in power until
overthrown in 1949 by Pribul Songgram, who
would be ousted in turn in 1957.

Ironically, it would be the former Fascist
Songgram who made Thailand the ally of the
United States in the Korean and Vietnam
conflicts. o

Author John W. Osborn, Jr., is a resident of
Laguna Niguel, California. He has previously
written for WWII History on numerous topics.
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o 4,300 tons submerged. Her speed was 18

S e lzu re o f the S urc o uf knots surfaced, 10 submerged.
Intended to be a shark-like leviathan among
the world’s undersea fleets, Surcouf was

A fatal gun battle erupted when British sailors tried to take  instead a whale. Plagued by mechanical prob-
control of a French submarine after its homeland surrendered s 2nd poor seakeeping qualities, the vessel

. never lived up to its reputation. When the Ger-
in 1940. man invasion of France came, Surcouf was sit-
ting dockside at Brest, a port city on the Bre-
ton Peninsula. As the advancing Germans
WHEN BUILT, THE FRENCH SURCOUF WAS THE LARGEST SUBMARINE IN THE drew near, the submarine was moved to Eng-
world. She was named for Robert Surcouf, the famed French privateer who waged successful ~ land, hopefully to finish repairs there and
economic warfare against England during the Napoleonic era. This Goliath was make her battle worthy.
intended as a modern-day corsair able to do her namesake proud. Instead, the sub-  ERLELCLTCIRTEIT T2 Unfortunately, her engines were
mersible wound up in England, having fled the advancing Germans in the spring  [GCLERICIATICUN  inoperable. Three of the con-
of 1940. Once there, she played host to a tragic gunfight between French and ceived as the lead boat of necting rods in the two diesels
British sailors. rorwesceclass of sub were broken. Only the electric
The ill-fated submarine was laid down in 1927 but not commissioned until [ T:e Iurglesi Su:- auxiliary motors were usable. As
1934. Surcouf was intended as the lead boat of a series of large “cruiser” or “cor- marine in fhe world at the the sun set over the English
sair” submarines, heavily armed to hunt enemy shipping. Besides her dozen tor- Channel on June 18, 1940, Sur-

time never fired a shot in
anger but became the focus

pedo tubes, Surcouf sported a pair of eight-inch cannon mounted in an oval- |[ENERNISTAIE SRS couf limped slowly toward
shaped turret at the front of the superstructure, just ahead of the conning tower. efforts to prevent the Britain at only four knots, her
A small hangar supported a floatplane for scouting and spotting. A contempo- French fleet from falling best speed. In her disabled state
rary edition of Jane’s Fighting Ships listed her as 393.7 feet long and displacing into German hands. she could not submerge. Never-
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In company with a British naval officer, crewmen of the Surcouf leave the submarine. Tragically, violence
broke out aboard the submarine as some officers opposed its being transferred to British control.

theless, according to the ship’s doctor, Bernard
Le Nistour, “All of us hoped to continue the
fight ... morale was high; the physical fitness of
the crew excellent.”

Just after dawn the next morning a Royal Air
Force Short Sunderland flying boat spotted the
submarine and exchanged recognition signals
with it. Off Penzance at England’s southwest-
ern tip, Surcouf stopped while her engineers
made some improvements allowing 10 knots
the rest of the way to Plymouth and later
Devonport. Along the way, English beachgoers
waved at the submarine with her French flag.
At Devonport, Surcouf tied up alongside the
World War I-era French battleship Paris.
Nearby were two more French submarines and
a destroyer. Within a few days, French officials
were surrendering to the triumphant Nazis in
the same railroad car where the German sur-
render ending World War I had been received
in November 1918.

A critical issue of France’s surrender for the
British government was the fate of the French
fleet. The surface fleet of Germany’s Kriegsma-
rine was too small to pose an existential threat
to the United Kingdom, though its surface
raiders and U-boats were a dire threat. If the
surface units of the French fleet, including bat-
tleships, cruisers, destroyers, and a single air-
craft carrier, were transferred to Germany, it
would create an intolerable imbalance of forces.
The victorious Germans made promises not to
seize France’s navy, but by then Hitler’s guar-
antees were no longer believed.

It was more than Great Britain could risk.
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Furious efforts were made to secure the French
fleet by entreating its commanders to either
continue the fight alongside Britain as part of
the nascent Free French movement or incorpo-
rate their vessels into the Royal Navy. Alterna-
tively, they could accept internment in the
United States or a distant French possession
such as Martinique in the Caribbean. Much of
the Navy had already been moved to North
Africa or sat in port in Vichy territory not yet
occupied by the Nazis. As a last resort, the
crews could scuttle their ships.

In the days immediately after the French sur-
render, tension began to grow as it was uncer-
tain what France’s sailors would do. Few of
them opted to join the Free French, and most
thought Great Britain would make terms with
the Germans within weeks at most.

Britain, however, elected to continue the fight
and took steps to neutralize its ally’s warships.
At Devonport, hundreds of French sailors could
not help but notice the guns of the British bat-
tleship Revenge laid on their ships and sub-
marines. At home, Vichy France’s new leaders
were determined those ships would not fall into
British hands, though most were equally res-
olute they would not be turned over to the Ger-
mans either.

In the case of Surcouf, preparations were
made to protect her from any British seizure
attempt. Her torpedoes were already disarmed.
The captain, Paul Martin, ordered all but one
hatch locked down. The open hatch, nearest
her bow, was guarded by two armed sailors at
all times. A petty officer was tasked to watch

for approaching boats or frogmen. Since Sur-
couf was tied to Paris, no one could get on the
ship that way without first boarding the bat-
tleship. This gave an added measure of secu-
rity. If the British came to take his vessel, the
sentries were to give warning by dashing
through the open hatch into the submarine so
it could be scuttled.

Finally, the order came from Vichy to destroy
the submarine on Wednesday, July 3, 1940.
Before dawn a radio message came in. The
operator took it to the duty officer, Lieutenant
Emile Crescent. He retrieved the codebook
from the safe and began deciphering the trans-
mission. When finished, he hurried to Captain
Martin, calling out, “The English are coming.”
He was trying to provide the 140 crewmen with
the time to sink their submarine. Little did he
know, the Royal Navy had already enacted its
own plan to take the French ships in Devon-
port and elsewhere. The British were not com-
ing—they were there.

Intent on denying Germany any of France’s
ships, the British planned to seize all French
naval vessels in British ports. Each ship was
assigned a boarding party commensurate with
its size. Officers carried revolvers, as did some
sailors, who also hefted wooden clubs. Royal
Marines and some sailors also toted bayoneted
rifles, which might prove unwieldy below
decks.

Various letters exhorting the French sailors
to surrender were issued, and all personnel
wore the British-pattern steel helmet, which
would help with identification. The boarding
party assigned to Surcouf numbered 60 men,
half Marines and the rest crewmen from the
British submarine Thames. They were to seize
the submarine without bloodshed if possible.
The group was commanded by Captain Denis
Sprague, nicknamed “Lofty,” of the Thames.
His second was Lieutenant Patrick Griffiths,
who had served as a liaison officer and visited
Surcouf a few days before.

The British move began at 0430, just before
dawn. Rather than cross to Surcouf from the
neighboring Paris, Sprague led his men from
the water side using a trio of motor launches.
Another Thames officer, Lieutenant Francis
Talbot, was first aboard the submarine. His
boarders quickly followed and surprised one
sentry, capturing him. The other guard thought
more quickly and ran to the one open hatch,
banging on the hull as he went. The hatch shut
as soon as he disappeared through its opening.
The English had not planned on all the hatches
being shut and were now locked out.

Below, Lieutenant Crescent, the decoded
message still clutched in his hand, saw the sen-



try come through the hatch. The man reported
the boarding party above. Crescent told the
man to sound action stations as he went to alert
the other officers and rouse the Surcouf’s lead
electricians and torpedomen, ordering them to
start destroying equipment.

Only a minute later, the Frenchmen rushed
back to the bridge and ran into Captain
Sprague and his armed sailors, who had gained
entry. The observant Lieutenant Talbot had
climbed Surcouf’s conning tower and inspected
its hatch. There, he noted the catches were
designed to be opened from the outside by res-
cue divers in case of disaster, just like the
hatches on British subs. The young Talbot
would be “mentioned in despatches” for his
quick thinking.

The boarding party quickly spread through
the vessel and opened the rest of the hatches to
allow their comrades in. Sprague asked all the
French officers to gather in the wardroom, and
they complied. The French enlisted sailors were
less cooperative; some refused to move at all,
and some had to be awakened. With all the offi-
cers in the wardroom, Sprague read them a let-
ter claimed to be from French Admiral Coyal
aboard Paris. The letter, apparently a fake,
begged the Frenchmen to join the Free French.

Captain Martin did not believe the letter and
asked to meet Coyal and hear the message in
person. Sprague agreed to let him go even
though he knew the letter was false. Martin
placed a junior captain named Pichevin in com-
mand and departed.

This left the crew at an impasse, which the
British seized upon to try and peacefully take
the submarine. Lieutenant Talbot convinced the
French sailors in the forward section of the boat
to leave peacefully, including the men assigned
to destroy equipment. Afterward, he went aft
with Sprague to try and repeat his success.
Some of the French sailors seemed inclined to
cooperate. As a British midshipman climbed a
ladder, he dropped his revolver, sending it clat-
tering to the engine room deck. A French sailor
grabbed the young Englishman by the seat of
his pants and hauled him back down before
calmly returning the handgun to its holster.

Sprague returned to the bridge and saw
Pichevin passing a note to a French sailor. The
note told him to cut the power and wreck the
ship in the ensuing darkness. The electrician
excused himself to urinate, but a British petty
officer followed him. When the Frenchman
lunged for the switches, the British sailor
knocked him unconscious with a mallet and
quickly turned the lights back on. During the
brief blackout, one French engineer, Yves
Daniel, disappeared into his cabin from the
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wardroom and began tearing up his manuals.
His cabin mate, Surgeon Le Nistour, stood
guard outside. Sprague decided he had had
enough and ordered all the officers off the sub-
marine.

Pichevin flatly refused and immediately went
to his own cabin. Several of his officers shielded
him from view as he grabbed a pistol. Lieu-
tenant Crescent boldly stated he would not
leave until Captain Martin returned.

Sprague spoke French and, revolver in hand,
told Crescent, “I have my orders. If you don’t
leave T’ll kill you.” British Lieutenant Griffiths
and Able Seaman William Heath also drew
their weapons. Crescent dared them to fire.
Sprague called for assistance, and sailors under
Lieutenant Talbot and Chief Petty Officer Her-
bert Mott appeared. Mott assigned Leading
Seaman Albert Webb to cover the French offi-
cers with his Lee-Enfield rifle, a wicked looking
17-inch bayonet jutting from its muzzle. Stand-
ing next to Crescent were Pichevin and a French
midshipman named Massicot. Behind stood
Lieutenant Bouillaut, who commanded Sur-
couf’s eight-inch battery. In his pocket was a
loaded .32-caliber automatic pistol he carried
for protection when on shore leave.

The momentary impasse was shattered when
Sprague turned to Webb and told him to shoot
Crescent. The French, particularly Bouillaut,
suspected a bluff since Sprague had issued his
orders to Webb in French. Still, the French lieu-
tenant thought Sprague would not tolerate hav-
ing this bluff called. Calmly, he drew the auto-
matic from his pocket and opened fire. Sprague
was hit in the neck, collarbone, and stomach.
An artery severed, he fell against the door to
the captain’s cabin, firing one shot, a miss, as he
fell. Lieutenant Griffiths was hit in the arm, hip,
and liver. He collapsed upright against the lad-
der leading up to the bridge. Chief Petty Offi-
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ABOVE: Photographed in 1940, the massive French submarine Surcouf presents an imposing figure
at sea, but was plagued by mechanical troubles through her career. BELOW: Surcouf was refitted in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire in 1941 and returned to service with Free French forces.

The submarine sank in February 1942, following a collision with an American cargo vessel.

cer Mott was at the top of that ladder and
returned fire. One of his bullets struck Bouillaut
in the arm before continuing into his chest.
Though bleeding badly, the French officer
reloaded his pistol and looked around. The
British men in the wardroom were all down.
All the Frenchmen had drawn their weapons.
Screams and the sound of a weapon hitting the
deck came from an adjoining cabin.

In that cabin, Engineer Yves Daniel was
busily destroying his manuals when Surgeon Le
Nistour came back in and grabbed his pistol. Le
Nistour told Daniel, “Things are getting hot.”
No sooner had he given this warning than
Bouillaut opened fire in the wardroom. As the

deafening shots echoed through the submarine,
Leading Seaman Webb burst into the cabin and
lunged at the two French sailors with his bay-
onet. Behind him came Able Seaman Heath
with a revolver. Le Nistour emptied his maga-
zine into Webb. Seven of these bullets passed
through Webb into Heath. As Webb fell, he
fired his rifle, hitting Daniel in the shoulder
before plunging his bayonet into the engineer.
Both toppled to the deck. Heath was still on his
feet, so Le Nistour, his pistol empty, punched
the British sailor and took his revolver.

After this furious exchange of fire, a dread
silence fell over the wardroom. The Frenchmen
looked around at the butchery they had



wrought. Surgeon Le Nistour tended to Bouil-
laut’s injuries, which were not serious. Crescent
turned to Bouillaut and told him, “I believe you
were very wrong to have done that.” The
injured man retorted that Crescent would be
dead if he had not acted.

Now the officers of the Surcouf had to decide
what to do. They held the wardroom but noth-
ing else. The British would have to come and get
them, but they could not hope to hold off a now
enraged boarding party. Pichevin chose to sur-
render. Bouillaut alone wanted to fight on, but
Pichevin mildly took the pistol from the gunnery
officer’s hand and laid it on the wardroom table.
He called up to the bridge and told them it was
over. Lieutenant Talbot told them to lay down
their arms and come up the ladder to the bridge
one at a time. Pichevin led the way.

Once on the bridge, the French officers again
became difficult and refused to leave without
orders from Captain Martin. Eventually, Lieu-
tenant Crescent agreed to speak with Martin
provided he could return afterward. Talbot
consented. Crescent found Martin, who gave
the order to leave the submarine. Only Le Nis-
tour remained so he could bandage Bouillaut.
Several British sailors asked the French surgeon
to check on their own wounded officers, but Le
Nistour made them wait while he worked on
Bouillaut. Eventually, he pronounced Griffiths
dead but saw some life yet in Sprague, who
could barely speak.

Talbot became increasingly enraged as time
passed without medical attention for his fel-
lows. While the British plan included ambu-
lances standing by, it had neglected to attach
any medical personnel for immediate aid. It
took 25 minutes to get a doctor to Sprague and
40 to attend Griffiths, who was actually still
alive. In the meantime, Le Nistour gave him a
morphine injection even though he was sure
Griffiths would not live.

The French surgeon was just about to help
with Sprague when Seaman Heath appeared.
His seven injuries were miraculously only flesh
wounds, and he told his shipmates Le Nistour
had shot him. At first no one believed him,
assuming the young man was in shock. When
Talbot realized Heath was lucid, he had Le Nis-
tour taken away, and a doctor from the Paris
was brought in. Several nervous and angry
British sailors held this doctor at gunpoint
while he examined the mortally wounded Grif-
fiths before British doctors arrived and he was
hustled back to his own ship.

A French priest was summoned next and
gave absolution to Daniel and Webb. Sprague
and Griffiths were taken to Plymouth Naval
Hospital in the same ambulance as Bouillaut.

The Frenchman recovered fully; Sprague died
the next day, and Griffiths one day later.

The crew of Surcouf was sent to a camp set
up on a racetrack in Liverpool. Before leaving,
the crewmen were allowed back on their sub-
marine to collect their personal belongings. Sev-
eral of the French officers were missing items
and accused the British of theft. Bouillaut later
submitted a list of his “stolen” property since
he had been recovering and unable to go to the
submarine. Included on his claim was his .32-
caliber automatic. Within days, he was trans-
ferred to a civilian hospital, coincidentally the
same day the dead from the Surcouf gunfight
were buried.

The only Frenchman killed, Yves Daniel, was
buried at Weston Mill Cemetery in Plymouth.
Bouillaut demanded to attend his shipmate’s
funeral, but since Bouillaut had pointlessly
killed two British officers this was denied. The
British slain were also buried there the same
day, so perhaps the authorities merely sought to
prevent the dead men’s families from meeting
the killer.

During his hospital stay Bouillaut wrote an
account of the action aboard Surcouf, and
copies were circulated among his fellow French
internees in the hope at least one would make
it back to France. In this account he admitted
opening fire without orders and included Lieu-
tenant Crescent’s remark that Bouillaut should
not have fired. It nearly doomed him. In mid-
November both Bouillaut and Le Nistour were
allowed aboard the French transport Djenne
for the voyage home. When a confiscated copy
of Bouillaut’s account was read by British offi-
cials, several considered it essentially an admis-
sion he had murdered two British officers. They
had the Frenchman removed from the ship and
jailed to await prosecution.

Bouillaut quickly began a letter-writing cam-
paign, claiming he had only done what any offi-
cer would under the circumstances. Eventually,
the British decided that executing a French offi-
cer would only heighten the tension with Vichy
France, increasing the risk of its navy being
transferred to Germany. Bouillaut was released
and sent home.

While Bouillaut met a more pleasant fate,
Surcouf was not so lucky. Eventually taken over
by Free French forces, the mammoth subma-
rine sank after a nighttime collision with an
American cargo ship in the Caribbean around
February 18, 1942, though conspiracy theories
of nefarious American action abound. o

Christopher Miskimon is a regular contributor
to WWII History. He is an officer in the Col-
orado National Guard’s 157th Regiment.

ilitatq
ntic,’ues
travaganza

Monroeville
Pennsylvania

MONROEVILLE
CONVENTION CENTER
Dealer Set Up Starts Oct. 3rd
FREE PARKING AT HOST HOTELS!

OCTOBER 4-5. 2013

Presented by: LTC (Ret) Thomas M. Johnson & Thomas T. Wittmann

e~

All Periods Represented - Edged Weapons
Uniforms « Headgear - Samurai Swords
Medals - Documents - Books
Civil War « WWI « WWII - Vietnam
ATF Curio & Relic-Approved Military Guns ONLY.

SPECIAL ROOM RATES AT OUR MAX™ HOST HOTELS
DoubleTree Hotel (412-373-7300)
Holiday Inn (412-372-1022)
Comfort Inn Pittsburgh (412-244-1600)
Ask for Special Max™ Show Rate
Space is Limited-Early Reservations Suggested

SHOW INFORMATION for 2013

TABLE RESERVATIONS: 1200 6 Tables $125-5150 ea. Wall: $150-5175 ea.

SHOW HOURS: Set Up Thursday, Oct, 3rd - 10:00 am until 5:00 pm.
Non-table holders will be admitted with weekend pass - refer to appli belaw,
FRIDAY, OCT. 4th - Dealers 8:00 am, Public from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
SATURDAY, OCT, 5th- Dealers 8:00am, Public from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
SUNDAY, OCT. 6th - Dealers Only 9:00 am to until 3:00 pm.

The promoters reserve the right to refuse table space and/or entrance to
anyone who, in their opinion, jeopardizes the best interests of the show,
other exhibitors or the collecting community.

No modern handguns, assault weapons, conversion kits, ammunition, etc.

Send Reservation to: MAX™ Promotions, Inc.,
P0. Box 350, Moorestown, NJ 08057
INFO: Debbie B. 856/231-0323 FAX: 856/235-4954
or: www.themaxshow.com

Name

Address

City State
Zip

Phone ( )

Number of Tables @ $125-150 ea

Number of Wall Tables @ $150-175 ea

MANDATORY: My selling/display table will consist of:

[ Endosed is Check for .

(1 Endosed is $75.00 for ONE Year MAX Show Membership
(Weekend Pass including Set-Up)

(3 Card # Exp.

[ Endlosed is $60.00 to print my
business card in MAX™ Show Program

OCTOBER 2013 WWII HISTORY

31



FTER FOUR MONTHS AND A 600-MILE ADVANCE FROM THE

beaches of Normandy into Brittany and then through eastern France, the

spearhead of Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, Jr.’s U.S. Third Army, the 4th

Armored Division, closed on the western boundary of the Third Reich. The final drive

for the German frontier had begun on November 10, 1944, from the 4th Armored
staging area east of the French city of Nancy.

For nearly a month, the unit, under Maj. Gen. John S. Wood, who was replaced
by Maj. Gen. Hugh J. Gaffey on December 3, lumbered forward fighting over dif-
ficult terrain with little friendly air-ground support due to overcast skies and con-
stant rain. American vehicles were confined to the few good roads in the region by
soaked ground that transformed the area’s pastures into bogs. As a result, the high-
way-bound American tanks suffered delays and casualties from German antitank
guns, shoulder-fired panzerfausts, and mines.

On December 2, Maj. Gen. Manton Eddy, commander of XII Corps, Third Army,
requested of General Patton that 4th Armored, gathered just east of the city of Sarre-
Union, be pulled off the line for much needed rest and maintenance. Permission was
granted by Army headquarters but not before the unit was ordered to make one last
push for the German border a mere 20 miles away. The objectives of this last advance
were the important rail center town of Rohrbach-les-Bitche and the village of Bin-
ing which controlled the southern approaches to Rohrbach-les-Bitche. Not initially
taken into account when the move on Rohrbach-les-Bitche and Bining was planned
was the small village of Singling, two miles west of the American objectives.

Singling, situated on a southwest-northeast ridge, was an agricultural settlement
of 50 squat stone houses strung along a half mile of narrow road running from
Achen, near the Sarre River, east to Rohrbach-les-Bitche and Germany. Around the

IN ITS DRIVE TO REACH THE GERMAN FRONTIER,
ONE OF THE PREMIERE TANK UNITS OF THE U.S.
ARMY IN WORLD WAR Il WAS HALTED JUST SHORT
OF ITS GOAL BY FIERCE RESISTANCE IN A
NONDESCRIPT VILLAGE IN EASTERN LORRAINE.

church, brown stone school house, and market
square were clustered concrete and stone
houses painted white, red, yellow, blue, and
pink with red tile roofs. Stables fronted the
main street. Some of the farmhouses were
almost fortress-like with three-foot reinforced
concrete walls and gardens surrounded by
more high, thick walls.

Concrete pillboxes stood at the eastern and
western entrances to the village, on the hills
and in the valley to the north, and on the
ridgeline to the south. As part of the French
Maginot Line, the area was a key position in
that line’s secondary system of forts and thus
was well placed as a forward strongpoint
against attacks coming from the southwest
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aimed at Rohrbach-les-Bitche and Bining.

As the attacking U.S. troops soon learned,
operations against the last two towns could not
be separated from those against Singling. The
main avenue running into the Rohrbach/Bin-
ing area from the south followed high ground
along the west ridge of the valley, passing by a
small series of knolls that could provide posi-
tions from which enemy antitank fire could be
brought down on any attacking force.

One way to bypass the road was to follow
the trace of an old Roman road along the
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reverse slope of the ridge west of the valley.
However, the west side of the slope could be
brought under direct fire from Singling, which,
due to its location on the slightly higher ground
and placement on the curve of the ridge, com-
manded this approach route for three miles to
the south.

Neither route was, therefore, satisfactory
since advancing troops would be under Ger-
man observation before they were within
attacking range, but the avenue to the west side
of the ridge seemed to offer the best hope for

- e &

-

success. Yet, if it was to be used to go after Bin-
ing the Americans would first have to neutral-
ize Singling, and that would be a problem
because the hamlet was dominated by a ridge-
line 1,200 yards to its north.

The extent of the obstacle Singling presented
to 4th Armored’s advance toward Rohrbach
and Bining was driven home on December 5,
1944. That morning the commander of the
37th Tank Battalion, Combat Command A, 4th
Armored Division, Lt. Col. Creighton W.
Abrams, received his instructions for the day’s

BY ARNOLD BLUMBERG

operation directly from division headquarters.
The orders directed Abrams’s unit, after Com-
bat Commands A and B secured the high
ground across the river south of Dehlingen
(about six miles south of Rohrbach-les-Bitche),
to “push through and continue northward with
Rohrbach-les-Bitche as its objective.”

As the colonel reviewed the mission, he
wondered why his tankers would be going
into combat without the usual infantry sup-
port. Up to that time the campaign in Lorraine
saw the 4th Armored Division operate in
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ABOVE: This view of the terrain around Singling reveals the hilly landscape with which the troops and tanks
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into unexpectedly tough resistance as they neared the German frontier in early December 1944. BELOW: The
streets of Singling became a battlefield as soldiers of the U.S. 4th Infantry Division were confronted by
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small, flexible task forces, each consisting of
one or more tank companies supported by at
least one company of armored infantry. These
combat teams were formed on an ad hoc basis
to deal with enemy strongpoints, clear resis-
tance in urban areas, give the tanks infantry
guides to navigate safely in villages and towns,
or hold ground against counterattacks.
Advancing without foot support would make
it difficult to take and hold ground and would
leave vehicles vulnerable to enemy antitank
weapons. Fully cognizant that sending a tank
battalion out on its own against an opponent
of unknown strength was far from normal
divisional operating procedure, Abrams nev-
ertheless made no complaint and readied his
battalion for its new assignment.

Around noon on December 5, Abrams sent
the 14 M4 Sherman medium tanks of C Com-
pany, 37th Tank Battalion northeast on the
road to Bining. The M7 Priest self-propelled
guns of Batteries B and C, 94th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, 4th Armored Division,
sporting 105mm howitzers, provided direct fire
support for the move, while Battery A of the
94th laid down a smoke screen to disrupt any
enemy fire coming from Singling on the Amer-
ican left flank.

Soon after the U.S. tankers started to roll
over the open fields toward Bining, accurate
antitank and artillery salvos hit the armored
column. The enemy missiles came from Singling
and the high ground northeast of the village.
In short order all of C Company’s tanks were
put out of commission by the rain of enemy
projectiles or became stuck fast in thick mud.
The tank crews abandoned their vehicles and
raced back to friendly lines on foot. As the day
ended, Abrams withdrew the balance of his
command beyond the sight of the offending
German guns and planned the resumption of
his assignment the next day.

On the night of December 3, the 37th Tank
Battalion leader received his orders for the next
day. As expected, he was ordered to drive for
Bining. Fortunately, this new attempt would be
supported by the division’s 51st Armored
Infantry Battalion and two platoons from
Company B, 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion
with M18 Hellcat tank destroyers. With his
acknowledgement of his new orders, Abrams
requested support from at least six artillery bat-
talions to smother Singling with such intense
suppressive fire that the enemy could not inter-
fere with the American move on Bining.

Early on December 6, the engines of the
37th Battalion tanks roared to life as Task
Force Abrams’s “B Team,” the 14 Shermans of
Company B, 37th Tank Battalion, including



five with the new 76mm high-velocity gun,
and the 57 infantrymen of Company B, 51st
Armored Infantry Battalion prepared to move
out. Because of the muddy ground, the
armored infantry’s usual mode of transport,
M3 Halftracks, could not keep up with the
tanks. Consequently, the foot sloggers were
ordered to mount up on the tanks for their
ride into battle. As B Team assembled, the
Shermans of Company A, 37th Tank Battalion
took a position one mile ahead of the rest of
the American force.

As the U.S. tanks prepared to go forward, the
guns of the 94th Armored Field Artillery Bat-
talion, in conjunction with those of the 704th
tank destroyers, placed accurate high-explosive
and smoke rounds on the Germans around Sin-
gling. The requested fire support from the six
artillery battalions Abrams so very much
wanted never materialized. After an hour
attempting to suppress the fire coming from
Singling, during which time the tanks of the
37th added their shells to the effort, Abrams
suspended the effort to work out a new plan to
get his move on Bining started.

Abrams determined that Singling had to be
neutralized before any successful attack on Bin-
ing could be mounted. To that end, he directed
B Team to swing west and take the town from
the south. After Singling was secured, he would
unleash the balance of his task force, Company
D, 37th Tank Battalion, the 25th Armored Cav-
alry Reconnaissance Squadron, and the
attached 1st Battalion, 328th Infantry Regi-
ment, 26th Infantry Division, on Bining.

To break the continuing stalemate, Abrams
ordered the commander of his Company B
tanks, Captain James C. Leach, to drive
straight for the southern edge of Singling with
B Company’s 2nd Tank Platoon, led by Lieu-
tenant William F. Goble, on the left; 1st Tank
Platoon, under Lieutenant James N. Farese,
on the right; and the 3rd Tank Platoon, com-
manded by Lieutenant Robert M. Cook, held
in reserve. While the armored infantry
remained mounted on the vehicles of 1st and
3rd Platoons, the 2nd Tank Platoon went in
without direct infantry support.

In support of B Team, A Company’s tanks to
their right provided covering fire on the road
between Singling and Bining, while the tubes
of the 94th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
laid down a smoke screen between the Ameri-
can attackers and the heights north of Singling.
The Hellcats tried to do their bit by providing
direct fire on the town but were chased away by
German artillery fire.

As the different tank detachments reached
the southern outskirts of Singling, the 1st Pla-
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ABOVE: A Sherman tank of the U.S. 4th Armored Division halts near troops that have stopped for a rest
along a roadway near Sarreguemines, France. The village is located east of the fortress city of Metz and
near crossings along the Saar River. BELOW: In this photo taken less than a week after the bitter fighting
in Singling, positions occupied by American and German forces are seen looking to the northwest down the
town’s main street. German self-propelled guns were located at the far end of the street in order to com-
mand the whole length of the roadway. American tanks were positioned in the walled garden just behind

the first house on the left.

oh: Natioai Archives .
toon veered to the right while 2nd Platoon
swung to the left as the 3rd Platoon, accompa-
nied by Leach’s and the 94th Armored Field
Artillery’s forward artillery observer tanks,
headed straight for the center of town. The
company then advanced in a line 700 yards
long, the entire length of Singling. As the south-
ern boundary of Singling was reached, the
attached forward artillery observer, Lieutenant
Donald Guild, adjusted the friendly artillery fire

deeper into the village and then ordered it
ceased completely as the Americans entered
Singling.

Racing ahead, Farese’s outfit drove onto a
slight rise covered by an orchard, which
allowed him to observe the road leading into
the west end of Singling. It was an excellent
position from which to enter the hamlet, and
the Germans had it covered in anticipation of
such a move with several Panther tanks, two
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self-propelled guns, a towed 75mm antitank
gun, and a machine-gun emplacement just
short of the north side of the orchard. As
Farese’s command tank crested the high
ground in the orchard it was shot to pieces
and its young commander killed. After their
lieutenant was killed, the remaining three
tanks of 2nd Platoon stayed below the slope
within the orchard until they were ordered a
little later to go east to join 3rd Platoon near
the center of town.

While 2nd Platoon was stopped cold to the
west, 1st and 3rd Tank Platoons reached the
hedge-lined southern part of Singling. There the
accompanying infantry of Lieutenant Daniel
Belden’s Company B, 51st Armored Infantry
Battalion dismounted from its tanks and pre-

National Archives

This Sherman tank commanded by Sergeant Giles W. Hayward was hit twice by German shells during the

lieutenant was able to message back to Captain
Leach, who was following 3rd Platoon with his
tanks, of the presence of the enemy. The Amer-
icans commenced firing volleys of submachine
gun and rifle bullets at the gun, causing it to
retreat down the street to the west, firing at the
Americans as it reversed course.

As Leach and Cowgill exchanged fire with
the Germans, Lieutenant Guild, the attached
forward observer from the 94th Armored Field
Artillery, went searching for an appropriate
spot from which to direct artillery rounds into
Singling. After capturing a lone German man-
ning a machine-gun nest, Guild climbed the
church steeple near the center of town. His
hope of using it as a good vantage point was
dashed when he was fired upon by the same
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fight at Signling. The second shell struck the Sherman in its right sprocket, blowing off the tread and crippling

the tank.

pared to assault the building to the left (west),
and right (east) of their debarkation point to
secure the village. Lieutenant William P.
Cowgill’s 3rd Platoon, 51st Armored Infantry
was to go west and head for the town square.
Lieutenant Theodore R. Price and his 1st Pla-
toon would maneuver to the east side of town,
while Lieutenant Norman C. Padgett’s 2nd Pla-
toon would tackle the three buildings 3rd Pla-
toon had been ordered to bypass.

As Cowgill and his troopers neared the town
center they saw an enemy self-propelled gun
trundling toward them from the west side.
Ducking for cover in the nearby buildings, the
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enemy SP gun with which Leach and Cowgill
had been recently dueling. He quickly made his
way out of the shattered church.

Leach decided not to follow the German gun
with his tanks directly through the confined
streets of Singling. Instead, he planned to have
Cook’s tankers flank the enemy gun by moving
farther west and enter the town from the south.
After briefing Cook on his mission, Leach set up
his headquarters overlooking the town square.

Cook and three Shermans (no infantry was
allotted to them) advanced through an
orchard south of the village, then turned north
through a line of houses into the main east-

west road bisecting Singling, halting in an
enclosed walled garden. Soon they were coin-
cidentally joined by Cowgill’s infantrymen,
who had been working their way west clear-
ing houses as they went. As the foot soldiers
neared Cook’s stationary tanks, they spotted
two SP guns not more than 200 yards from
the unsuspecting U.S. tank crews.

A short firefight between the German SP
guns and the now warned American tankers
erupted, followed by a cat and mouse game as
both sides jockeyed for favorable firing posi-
tions between the buildings. Advised of Cook’s
situation, Leach got word to the remnants of
Farese’s platoon to move east and attack the
Germans from behind. However, as soon as
2nd Platoon tanks nosed their way west they
were struck by heavy antitank fire. What was
left of 2nd Tank Platoon returned to its refuge
in the orchard at the west end of town. Later in
the day, after another of their tanks was hit by
enemy fire, it was ordered to join the 3rd Tank
Platoon in the center of Singling.

Cook traveled to Leach’s command post,
where he, Leach, Belden, and Guild discussed
the best course of action. After dismissing the
options of using an artillery barrage or mortar
attack to drive the enemy armor away, Leach
decided to send two bazooka teams to attack
the Germans. Creeping into an attic overlook-
ing their targets, the armored infantrymen fired
away with mixed results. One of the bazookas
malfunctioned and never got off a shot; the
other fired five rounds and managed one hit,
causing the German crew to abandon its vehi-
cle. In response, a Panther tank placed two
well-aimed shots into the American position,
destroying the house and causing the miracu-
lously unhurt GIs to run back to friendly lines.

Meanwhile, back in the town’s center Price’s
armored infantry captured about 15 Germans
holed up in a pillbox. Moments later the Amer-
icans were subjected to a vicious fusillade of
German mortar and artillery rounds, which
caused no losses to the infantry. After the
artillery attack, a number of well-placed rounds
from a Panther eliminated one U.S. tank and
forced the rest of 2nd and 3rd Tank Platoons to
seek shelter southwest of town, leaving Price’s
infantrymen to fend for themselves in the build-
ings they occupied.

While Cook tried to deal with the German
armor and Price and 2nd and 3rd Tank Pla-
toons huddled under enemy artillery fire in the
town’s center, at the east end of the village 2nd
Platoon, 51st Armored Infantry Battalion,
under Lieutenant Padgett, faced its own crisis.
Ensconced in a well-fortified building on the
east edge of town, Padgett saw a German
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Captain James H. Leach commanded the American
tanks that ran into stiff opposition in the French
town of Singling.

rocket launcher 800 yards away and seven
enemy tanks sitting atop a ridge to the north-
east. Steeling himself for a hard fight, he sent a
courier to find his 2nd Squad, which had been
detached earlier to clear some houses that
Belden’s main force had elected to bypass. To
deal with the expected enemy tank assault, Pad-
gett could call on Goble’s four 1st Platoon Sher-
man tanks, which had taken station near Pad-
gett’s men when they initially occupied their
fortress-like house.

Padgett was correct in his assumption that
an enemy attack was imminent. Having pushed
the Americans back from the west and center of
Singling, the Germans decided to hit them from
the east and northeast.

Notified of the concentration of enemy tanks,
Lieutenant Goble detailed one of his vehicles,
Sergeant Robert Fitzgerald’s Sherman with the
new high-velocity 76mm gun, to guard the east-
ern and northeastern approaches to Singling.
While performing this vital duty, the sergeant
destroyed a Panther he was able to ambush east
of the town. Moving farther in that direction,
he spotted another Panther, which retreated. A
little later, after firing three armor-piercing
rounds at his target, Fitzgerald was able to dis-
pose of a second Panther.

No sooner was his latest victim set ablaze
than Fitzgerald engaged a third Panther at a
range of 800 yards. Two rounds screamed from
the American 76mm cannon, hitting the enemy
on its frontal armor and barely making a dent.

Fitzgerald wisely backed his tank out of the
German line of sight. The sergeant left his
mount to confer with Lieutenant Padgett and
scout the landscape. His eyes instantly fixed on
an enemy SP gun heading east, and the Ameri-
can got back in his tank and set up an ambush.
However, the German gun never reappeared.
As Fitzgerald waited in vain, other German
armor blew apart Lieutenant Goble’s tank.
Amid the chaos of battle in Singling, around
noon Abrams was notified by Combat Com-
mand A’s commander, Brig. Gen. Herbert L.
Earnest, to turn over the village to the arriv-
ing Combat Command B and get ready to
move on Bining and Rohrbach-les-Bitche. The
force that would relieve Combat Command B
was made up of elements from the 8th Tank
and 10th Armored Infantry Battalions under
the leadership of Major Albin E Irzyk. Irzyk
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the southwest was knocked out by two rounds
of German antitank fire. Clearly, Singling was
not free of Germans as Abrams had declared.

As the afternoon wore on, Abrams was anx-
ious to quit the town. He called Leach’s com-
mand post to find out how the handover to
Irzyk’s boys was going and was told that the
Americans had seen five German tanks moving
around the west end of town and five more
opposite the town’s center. In addition, a heavy
concentration of enemy artillery fire was falling
on the village. With German activity still per-
sistent in and around Singling, Irzyk suspended
his move to relieve Abrams, something the 51st
and 10th Armored Infantry Battalions were
unaware of as the former withdrew from Sin-
gling and the latter took up defensive positions
in the hamlet.

By nightfall B Team had pulled out of Sin-

This photograph of the garden where American tanks occupied positions in Singling evidences the ferocity of
the combat that took place there. The destroyed portion of the garden wall was taken down by a 105mm
self-propelled howitzer commanded by Sergeant Robert G. Grimm. Troops under the command of 2nd Lt.
William Cowgill fired bazookas from the attic of the house on the left through gaps in the roof tiles.

was surprised to learn that Task Force Abrams
was even in the area, and after meeting
Abrams in the southern part of town was told
by the latter, even as gunfire continued to be
heard, that all opposition had been silenced,
the town secured.

The 8th Tank Battalion chief, relying on the
assurances of the esteemed Abrams, sent one
of his companies escorted by a few armored
infantrymen through the southern part of Sin-
gling to take over the positions currently held
by the 37th tankers. The first tank of Company
B, 8th Tank Battalion to enter the town from

gling, some 10th Armored Infantry soldiers
occupied parts of the village, but no 8th Bat-
talion tanks were in town to support them.
Major Irzyk decided to evacuate all his men
from the town that night. The following day
his command moved up just short of the crest
of the Singling ridge south of town but was
ordered not to advance since the entire 4th
Armored Division was to be taken out of the
line and replaced by the U.S. 12th Armored
Division. Singling was finally secured by the
Americans of 12th Armored Division about

Continued on page 78
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I | \ | the distance, they could see the
jagged flashes of lightning, an

incoming squall in the dark. Just before the
rain arrived, so did St. Elmo’s Fire, and the
gun barrels and radio antennas on the PT
boats crackled with blue sparks and streamers
of static electricity.

Then there was another lightning flash, and
suddenly Lieutenant (j.g.) Terry Chambers, the
executive officer of PT-491 saw them—a col-
umn of seven Japanese warships advancing in
the dark, headed for Surigao Strait and the
waiting U.S. Seventh Fleet. It was the extremely
early morning of October 25, 1944, and two
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battleships and a heavy cruiser of the Imperial
Japanese Navy were steaming toward what
would become one of the most one-sided bat-
tles in naval history, and the last duel between
battleships of the line.

The Battle of Surigao Strait was a major por-
tion of the titanic Battle of Leyte Gulf, the
largest and last major naval battle ever fought,
an epic engagement that saw the use of every
type of naval warfare except the mine.

The Leyte Gulf battle began with the Amer-
ican decision on July 27, 1944, to target the
Philippines instead of Formosa as their next
invasion site. General Douglas MacArthur

BY DAVID H“HPPMAN

would redeem his pledge to return to the Philip-
pines. The initial objective was the invasion of
the island of Leyte to secure air and sea bases
for the next stages: seizing Mindoro and the cli-
mactic assault on the main island of Luzon.
Codenamed King II, the invasion of Leyte
would involve two U.S. fleets, the 7th, under
Vice Admiral Thomas Cassin Kinkaid, and the
3rd, under Vice Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr.
The 3rd Fleet was the offensive arm of the
invasion, with nine fleet carriers, eight light car-
riers, and six fast battleships at its heart. The
7th Fleet was the amphibious force, with more
than 100 transports and other vessels (includ-



ing the British minelayer HMS Ariadne), pro-
tected by a swarm of cruisers, destroyers, and
escort carriers for close air support, backed by
six old battleships configured for shore bom-
bardment, in a Fire Support Force, headed by
Rear Admiral Jesse B. Oldendorf, flying his flag
in the heavy cruiser USS Louisville. Among his
ships were the Australian cruiser HMAS Shrop-
shire and the destroyer HMAS Arunta. A-day
for the invasion was to be October 20, 1944.
The invaders were not spotted by the Japan-
ese until October 17, when the whole American
armada appeared at the mouth of the Gulf of
Leyte. When they did so, Admiral Soemu Toy-

UP FROM THE MUD OF PEARL HARBOR, _ -
BATTLESHIPS OF THE U.S. NAVY TOOK REVENGE
AGAINST THE JAPANESE AT SURIGAO STRAIT.

oda, who headed the Imperial Japanese Navy,
ordered their long-planned response, Victory
Operation One, or Sho-1, into operation.
Sho-1 was one of four plans the Japanese had
prepared in anticipation of America’s next
offensive move, and they all called for the same
reaction: the bulk of the Imperial Japanese
Navy steaming forth to attack and destroy the
U.S. fleet, regardless of losses to themselves.
Sho-1 was like most Imperial Japanese Navy
plans of World War II: a decoy force would lure
the Americans in one direction, while the real
punch would come from other directions in a
complex series of coordinated movements. This

In this painting by artist John
Hamilton, Japanese ships are shown
under direct fire from the U.S. Navy
battle line under the command of
Admiral Jesse Oldendorf at Surigao
Strait. The battle took place in the
early morning hours of October 25,
1944, and destroyed the southern
pincer of the Japanese attack on
the American support fleet and
landing beaches on the Philippine
island of Leyte.

time, the decoy force was Japan’s surviving air-
craft carriers, under Vice Admiral Jisaburo
Ozawa, steaming down from the home islands.
With barely 100 planes between them, these
carriers lacked offensive punch, but the Japan-
ese believed the aggressive Halsey would race
after them with his entire 3rd Fleet.

While Halsey was drawn off, the powerful
battleships and heavy cruisers of the Imperial
Navy, mostly based at Lingga Roads near Sin-
gapore and the Borneo fuel stocks, would strike
east and ravage the 7th Fleet’s amphibious
forces while they lay in Leyte Gulf. The surface
ships would pound the 7th Fleet to death with
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torpedoes and shells, isolating the American
invaders on shore. The combination of a
trapped army in the Philippines and a smashed
navy in the Pacific might at least buy Japan
time, or even persuade America to make peace.

The battlewagons at Lingga were com-
manded by Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita and
consisted of a powerful force. They were
headed by two immense dreadnoughts, the
Yamato and Musashi, sister ships that packed
the heaviest armament ever loaded on a bat-
tleship, 18.1-inch guns. They were supported
by five more dreadnoughts and a screen of
cruisers and destroyers, all of which bran-
dished the legendary Type 95 Long Lance tor-
pedo, one of the best in the world. The Impe-
rial Japanese Navy may have been worn down
by hard war, but it was still a powerful force
with highly skilled sailors and officers well
trained in night fighting.

Toyoda and Kurita planned a pincer attack
on Leyte Gulf with their battleships. Kurita
would take one force, with five battleships,
including Yamato and Musashi, through the
San Bernardino Strait to hit Leyte Gulf from
the north. A second force, under Vice Admiral
Shoji Nishimura, a veteran seadog, would

ABOVE: The Japanese “Centre Force” leaves Brunei
Bay, Borneo, on October 22, 1944, en route to the
Philippines. RIGHT: Japanese Vice Admiral Shoji
Nishimura (left) commanded one of the naval
squadrons that were ravaged by a coordinated U.S.
Navy attack in Surigao Strait. American Rear Admi-
ral Jesse Oldendorf (right) commanded the U.S.
Navy warships that inflicted heavy damage on two
Japanese naval contingents in Surigao Strait.
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steam through the Surigao Strait and smash
into Leyte Gulf from the south, the anvil to
Kurita’s hammer, just before dawn.

A Naval War College graduate of 1911,
Nishimura had commanded destroyers in the
invasion of the Philippines and the Dutch East
Indies in 1941. His son, Teiji Nishimura, a
naval aviator, had been killed in the former
invasion. In 1942, Nishimura commanded
cruisers in the grueling struggle for Guadal-
canal, suffering some bad luck but displaying
skillful planning and “lion-like fury” in battle.

On September 10, 1944, Nishimura was
given command of Battleship Division 2, which
consisted of the dreadnoughts Fuso and
Yamashiro and their destroyer escorts. The two
battlewagons, sister ships, dated back to 1911
and were known throughout the fleet for their
tall pagoda masts—44 meters above the water-
line—and for having sat out most of the war in
home waters, mostly as training vessels. The
emperor’s brother had served on Fuso twice.

These battleships had never fired their guns
in anger. They were the first battleships built
with Japanese engines and guns, the most pow-
erful dreadnoughts in the world at the time. But
Fuso and Yamashiro were slow and outdated

by 1944’ standards, armed with six 14-inch
guns each. They were sister ships, but not twins,
and regarded as the “ugliest ships in the Impe-
rial Navy.” Both had crews of about 1,600 offi-
cers and men. Yamashiro flew Nishimura’s flag.

To support Nishimura’s force would be four
destroyers, Michishio, Yamagumo, Asagumo, and
Shigure, and a veteran heavy cruiser, the Mogami.

Studying his war maps, Toyoda did not think
that Nishimura had quite enough punch, so he
added a second task force to the southern wing,
under Vice Admiral Kiyohide Shima, swinging
down from the Pescadore Islands off Formosa.
The second striking force would consist of the
heavy cruisers Nachi and Ashigara, both vet-
eran ships; the light cruiser Abukuma, which
had escorted Japan’s carriers to Pearl Harbor;
and four destroyers, Shiranubi, Kasumi, Ushio,
and Akebono.

Unlike Nishimura, Shima was a desk sailor.
Like Nishimura, Shima had graduated from
the Naval War College in the class of 1911. He
had served in a variety of shore posts, mostly
in communications.

Neither force commander coordinated his
movements with the other—nor were any
orders given to do so. Neither commander was
fully briefed about the other’s operations. As
far as historians could tell, Nishimura was to
clear a path with his battleships so that the
cruisers and destroyers behind could finish off
the transports with torpedoes. Nishimura’s
group was to be called the Third Section, while
Shima’s group was the Second Striking Force.

With the Americans moving on Leyte, the
Japanese launched their intricate counter-
moves. Ozawa sortied from Japan, Shima from
the Pescadores, and Kurita and Nishimura
from Lingga Roads, headed for a refueling stop
at Brunei.

On October 20, the Americans invaded Leyte
with massive power. Landings began at 10 Am,
and General MacArthur strode grimly ashore
four hours later, making his famous “I have
returned!” speech from the invasion beach
amid a steady downpour.

The next day, Kurita summoned his senior
officers to a conference on his flagship, the
heavy cruiser Atago. Kurita explained his plans
to the assembled admirals, including the deci-
sion to split off Nishimura’s force to head for
the Surigao Strait. If the complex ship move-
ments worked, the two forces would slam into
the American 7th Fleet just before dawn on
October 25. The next morning, the Imperial
Japanese Navy’s battle line headed out for sea
for the very last time, with Kurita and his five
dreadnoughts steaming north to the Sibuyan
Sea and the San Bernardino Strait.



At 3:30 pM™, Nishimura’s ships put to sea.
Shima’s ships were already en route. All
through the afternoon and night, the two forces
steamed along unimpeded into the Sulu Sea.
Not so Kurita’s force, which was spotted by
two American submarines, which slapped tor-
pedoes into three of Kurita’s cruisers, sinking
two—including his flagship Atago—and dam-
aging the third. Kurita shifted his flag to the
battleship Yamato and sailed on.

At 6 AM on the morning of October 24, the
nearest carriers to Nishimura, the veteran USS
Enterprise and the new USS Franklin, launched
reconnaissance planes to fan out over the Sulu
Sea, hunting for Japanese warships.

At 8:30 AM, an Enterprise search team under
Lieutenant Raymond E. Moore spotted
Nishimura’s battleships and identified them
correctly. A strike group of 12 bombers and 16
fighters headed for the dreadnoughts. For
Enterprise Ensign Robert ]. Barnes, seeing the
massive battleships beneath him was “some-
thing you dream about as a dive-bomber pilot.
The antiaircraft fire was terrific.”

On the Japanese ships, signal halyards and
bugle calls summoned everyone to battle sta-
tions; the 14-inch guns loaded Type 3 antiair-
craft ammunition and opened fire. The barrage
of shells shook Asagumo’s chief engineer,
Tokichi Ishii, in his engine room. On Fuso, Yeo-
man 2nd Class Hideo Ogawa, in the powder
magazine, considered that if the battleship were
hit his end would be quick, as he was sur-
rounded by main battery powder canisters.

The American planes swooped down on the
Japanese warships, subjecting them to bombing,
strafing, and rockets. On Yamashiro, 20 men
died from strafing. A bomb scored a direct hit on
Fuso, bouncing No. 1 turret on its barbette. It
crashed through the deck and killed everyone in
the secondary battery. Another bomb hit Fuso’s
quarterdeck, setting two floatplanes ablaze and
gutting the wardroom. Another bomb grazed the
Shigure’s No. 1 turret.

Lieutenant Commander Fred Bakutis, skip-
per of Enterprise’s fighter squadron, was shot
out of the sky during the battle and had to
ditch. Luckily, the Japanese did not spot him,
and he spent seven days in a life raft before he
was spotted and picked up by the submarine
USS Hardhead, dehydrated, hungry, blistered,
but otherwise in good shape. He recovered to
resume flying.

The American planes flew off, and damage
control parties on the Japanese ships went to
work. Both battlewagons suffered from burst
seams and minor damage. Nishimura ordered
his ships to proceed with their mission. He fired
off Mogami’s scout planes to check on the

Hours before the nocturnal engagement in Surigao Strait, Japanese warships were attacked by aircraft from the
carrier USS Enteryrise. In this photo, a Japanese battleship, either Yamashiro or Fuso, takes evasive action as
American bombs begin to fall. One hit was scored on Fuso, and the old battleship was later sunk by U.S. warships.

enemy. One of them reported four battleships,
two cruisers, four destroyers, 15 aircraft carri-
ers, 14 PT boats, and 80 transports in Leyte
Gulf, a close approximation of the defense. At
4 pm, Nishimura blinkered his battle plan.
Mogami and the four destroyers would steam
ahead and mop up the enemy PT boats, then
reassemble, and all ships would charge up Suri-
gao Strait.

Meanwhile, the Americans, aware of
Nishimura’s advance, made their preparations.
Rear Admiral Jesse C. Oldendorf was a burly
Californian and a member of the Annapolis
class of 1909. Known as “Oley” to his pals, he
had commanded the heavy cruiser USS Hous-
ton before the war, which had carried President
Franklin D. Roosevelt on his voyages. In 1942
and 1943, he was in charge of countermeasures
in the Caribbean against U-boats and screen-
ing big transports on convoy duty. He took
over the Pacific Fleet’s gunfire support battle-
ships in 1944, flying his flag on the heavy
cruiser USS Louisville.

With short notice, Oldendorf planned his
defenses with skill. He summoned his subordi-
nate admirals aboard his flagship in the early
evening to lay out his plans. He had several
advantages: large numbers of ships, new fire-
control radar, combat information centers to
channel information flow in and orders out,
and above all the narrow geography of Surigao
Strait, which offered opportunities for
ambushes. He set up a gauntlet for the Japan-
ese. PT boats would be the opening screen,
alerting Oldendorf to the enemy’s location, size,

and movements. Then Oldendorf would harry
them with destroyers armed with torpedoes.
The Japanese would be worn down by the time
they reached his battle line of six older bat-
tlewagons and 10 cruisers, which included Aus-
tralia’s HMAS Shropshire.

The crowded nature of Surigao Strait would
enable Oldendorf to form a battle line “cross-
ing the T” of the Japanese advance, the dream
of every naval commander, which would ham-
mer the Japanese ships.

Still, the U.S. Navy had not shown a good
record in night naval engagements up to this
point, losing battles or suffering heavy casual-
ties in the Solomons. His destroyers lacked
replacement torpedoes. The American battle-
ships were not the Navy’s first team of fast
dreadnoughts, but older, slower vessels, built
just after World War 1. At least two lacked
modern radar.

Most importantly, Oldendorf’s ships’ ammu-
nition scales were for providing support fire for
ground troops. They had been doing so for
days. Some of the destroyers were down to 20
percent of their ammunition. The battleships
were loaded with 77 percent bombardment
shells for ground targets and 23 percent armor-
piercing ordnance for enemy ships—and they
had been on the bombardment line for days,
shooting off 58 percent of all their ammunition.
Oldendorf told his battleship men to hold fire
until the Japanese had closed to 17,000 to
20,000 yards, use armor-piercing shells to rip
open the enemy hulls, and high explosive ord-
nance thereafter.
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Oldendorf took other precautions. Remem-
bering that at Savo Island in 1942, Japanese
shells blasted American cruisers’ seaplanes to
start fires, he ordered his ships to park their sea-
planes in hangars and rely on PT boats, radar,
and good communications to track the enemy.
The destroyers and cruisers took up positions on
the right and left wings of the battle line to min-
imize the risk of friendly fire. All afternoon, Old-
endorf’s ships took on additional ammunition.

Everybody in the American force was eager
for battle. Five of the battleships in Oldendorf’s
line had been present at Pearl Harbor: Mary-

An American PT-boat demonstrates its speed in open water in 1943. PT-boats were the first American surface

approval I will submit plan shortly.” Oldendorf
gave the aggressive Coward the green light 15
minutes later.

The Japanese were going in, too. Nishimura
intended to hit the American transports at 4
AM. The night wore on, with Japanese lookouts
peering into the dark as the two forces moved
separately through the Mindanao Sea and
toward the island of Leyte.

Waiting in the dark for Nishimura’s split
force were 39 PT boats in 13 groups of three,
engines idling, ready to fire torpedoes and crash
start their main engines to escape. There was no

=y -

units to engage the Japanese ships moving through Surigao Strait toward the landing beaches at Leyte.

land, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, California,
and Tennessee. Their crews were eager to
avenge that humiliation. The sixth battleship
was the veteran USS Mississippi. Some of the
American cruisers were new warships, like
Denver, Columbia, and Cleveland, while others
trailed lengthy records of combat. Portland had
been at Midway, Minneapolis at Guadalcanal,
Phoenix had steamed boldly out of the carnage
of Pearl Harbor, while Boise survived over-
whelming Japanese power in the defeats in the
Philippines and Dutch East Indies. The Aus-
tralians aboard HMAS Shropshire had bitter
memories of the fiasco at Savo Island, having
served aboard and survived the sinking of
HMAS Canberra before she could fire a shot.

Captain Jesse G. Coward, a Guadalcanal vet-
eran commanding Destroyer Squadron (Desron)
54, a fresh addition to Oldendorf’s force, sig-
naled his boss: “In case of surface contact to the
southward I plan to make an immediate torpedo
attack and then retire to clear you. With your
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wind, a flat sea, and visibility only about three
miles. Aboard Louisville, Oldendorf could only
see two ships in front of and behind him.

At 10:36 p™, Ensign Peter R. Gadd’s PT-131
spotted the Japanese force on its radar. Gadd
throttled up and closed in to attack, joined by
other PT boats. To their amazement, they saw
the immense bulks of Nishimura’s capital ships
heading north. The PT boats headed in to loose
torpedoes, and lookouts on Shigure spotted the
American vessels. Shigure opened fire and illu-
minated with starshells.

Realizing they were attacking a force many
times their power, the PT boats turned away,
making smoke to obscure their exits. The bat-
tleships joined in with their secondary arma-
ment. One 6-inch shell struck a glancing blow
right against the forward torpedo in its rack on
PT-130, smashing the nose, splintering the
deck. The shell knocked out the PT boat’s radio
and flew out of the bow without detonating.

The PT boats reported their contact up the

chain of command, and Oldendorf got the
messages an hour and a half after the Japanese
were sighted.

Meanwhile, the terrier-like PT boats kept
connected with the advancing Japanese force.
Two PT boats fired torpedoes at Nishimura’s
ships but missed. Neither side scored hits, but
the scrapping frayed Japanese nerves.

Nishimura was afraid that Mogami would
mistake him for the enemy in the deteriorating
visibility. Sure enough, at 1:05 am, Fuso look-
outs saw a suspicious silhouette off the port
bow. Trained in recognizing enemy ships, but
not to distinguish Japanese vessels, they
reported the silhouette as American. The bat-
tleship hurled 6-inch shells in that direction and
got an angry voice-radio message back, “Cease
firing, cease firing! Friendly ships!” It was
Mogami. Unfortunately, just as the message got
transmitted, another 6-inch shell hit the cruiser,
killing three sailors who were lying in sickbay,
wounded in the morning’s American air attack.

Nishimura ordered his ships to cease fire, and
the entire Japanese formation regrouped and
resumed heading north with the battleships in
the lead and Mogami behind. Some distance
behind them, Shima’s cruisers followed, his
intentions vague. Shima had no plan to coop-
erate with Nishimura, merely to follow along.

The American PT boats were still harrying
the Japanese, though. Next up, PT-134, com-
manded by Lieutenant Edmund F. Wakelin, got
to within 2,500 yards of Nishimura’s ships
before coming under Japanese searchlights and
gunfire. Wakelin fired torpedoes at Fuso, but
they passed harmlessly astern of the battleship.
Three more PT boats popped out, and
Nishimura had to do some fancy maneuvering
to avoid the American fish.

PT-490 found itself a bare 400 yards from the
Japanese ships and was hit by two shells. Other
shells hit PT-493, damaging the engine, tearing
a hole in the boat’s bottom. PT-491 moved in to
evacuate the crew, and the wounded PT-493
drifted free and sank after sunrise. American
casualties on the fragile PT boats numbered
three killed and 20 wounded.

At 2:11 AM, Nishimura ordered his ships into
battle formation for the dash up the strait. As
they did so, another group of PT boats sprinted
in from the southeast, hurling six torpedoes at
the Japanese. The torpedoes all missed.
Nishimura’s ships steamed on at 20 knots.

Now came Captain Coward’s Desron 54.
The sea was glassy and the temperature about
80 degrees Farenheit, and only the wind made
by the tin cans’ speed brought relief to the men
topside. All hands were served coffee and sand-
wiches after midnight.



Moving in two flanking groups south
through the strait, Coward’s five destroyers
plotted the Japanese approach with their radar.
At 2:58 AM, Shigure illuminated Coward’s east-
ern group with a searchlight, and Coward
assigned targets as his tin cans cranked up to 30
knots for an attack. His plan was to use torpe-
does only, so as not to give away his ships’ posi-
tions with gun flashes. At 3 Am, the American
destroyers loosed 27 torpedoes at a range of
11,500 yards at the Japanese.

As the torpedoes powered through the water,
Fuso opened up with her 14-inch guns at a sur-
face target for the first time in her life. Petty
Officer Hideo Ogawa removed cordite charges
from flash-proof storage canisters and loaded
them onto the powder-cage elevator, and at
3:07 Fuso let loose at her targets. Japanese
shells flew at the American destroyers. A
minute later, two American torpedoes from
Melvin slammed into Fuso’s starboard side with
towering explosions and cascades of water. The
dreadnought slowed down and began listing to
starboard.

The starboard boiler rooms flooded rapidly.
The dreadnought sheered out of line, her star-
board side blazing. Incredibly, her skipper,
Rear Admiral Masami Ban, did not radio a
damage report—he may have been unable to
do so or coping with too many crises at once—
and her companions continued steaming
north. Mogami slipped into the position Fuso
vacated. Nishimura was unaware that he had

just lost 50 percent of his dreadnought strength
and pressed on, radioing orders to an unre-
sponsive Fuso.

Coward’s destroyers charged in, illuminated
by a Japanese parachute flare from one of
Yamashiro’s floatplanes. As their torpedoes
streaked off, Chief Petty Officer Virgil Rollins,
manning McDermut’s No. 2 torpedo mount,
calmly remarked, “It is about time for some-
thing to happen.”

At that instant, 3:20 AM, explosions and fire-
balls lit up the night. Two torpedoes crashed
into Yamagumo’s port side, and the destroyer
exploded immediately, the blast seen as far
away as Oldendorf’s battleships. The hits
apparently cooked off Yamagumo’s torpedoes,
and the destroyer sank rapidly.

The destruction was only beginning. At 3:22,
a torpedo slammed into Yamashiro’s port side.
At 3:25, Asagumo took a torpedo hit forward.
A startling vibration shook up Chief Engineer
Tokichi Ishii. He phoned the bridge to find out
what was going on but got no answer. Seconds
later, a runner from the bridge appeared bear-
ing word from the skipper, Commander Kazuo
Shibayama, to check on a torpedo hit to the
port bow. At the same time, torpedoes smacked
into Asagumo. She rapidly took on water, her
bows shredded.

The Japanese now had only one battleship,
one cruiser, and one destroyer ready to hit back,
and as Michishio prepared to launch torpedoes,
she suddenly heaved and shuddered violently,

The new cruiser USS Columbia fires its weapons during a night exercise in 1943. As the war continued, U.S.
Navy gunners became more proficient in night engagements, particularly with the addition of fire control radar
aboard many ships.

slowing to a dead halt, the recipient of more
American torpedoes from McDermut and
Monssen. All power on the Japanese destroyer
went out, and the machinery spaces began
flooding rapidly.

For the American destroyers, it was a grand
slam unmatched in nautical history: three
Japanese destroyers and a battleship crippled
by a single onslaught of torpedoes. Oldendorf’s
report on the attack was blunt and accurate:
“Brilliantly conceived and well executed.”

In the strait, Japanese warships blazed and
began to founder. On Yamashiro’s flag bridge,
Nishimura tried to make sense of the rapidly
unfolding disaster. He reported by radio to his
superiors: “Enemy DDs and torpedo boats are
stationed at the northern entrance to Surigao
Strait. Two of our DDs have received torpedo
damage and are drifting. Yamashiro has been
hit by one torpedo, but her battle integrity is
not impaired.”

Tokyo got the word. So did USS Denver,
which picked up the message at 3 am. It clearly
indicated that Nishimura was losing control of
the situation. He seemed to assume that Fuso
was still following him. The surviving Japan-
ese pressed on.

On Fuso’s bridge, Rear Admiral Ban took
stock of disastrous damage control reports:
“No. 1 powder and shell magazines filling with
water ... the ship making only 10 knots ... her
bow drooping into the water ... communica-
tions out.” At 3:20, Fuso wobbled onto a west-
erly course.

Behind this scene of nautical destruction,
Shima’s force continued to steam north at max-
imum battle speed. On the flag bridge of Nachi,
Shima listened uneasily to the tactical radio and
Japanese voices announcing disaster. He peered
out his windows into darkness and rain, won-
dering what was out there.

What was out there was Panaon Island. His
ships were steaming through rain and mist on
the wrong course. At the last minute, lookouts
saw mountains looming and heard waves
crashing ashore and shouted warnings. Shima
ordered his ships to a maximum port turn, and
he evaded both navigational embarrassment
and disaster. At 3:20, they faced disaster at
enemy hands as torpedoes crashed out of the
night and into the light cruiser Abukuma’s port
side just forward of the bridge, ripping open
the flimsy ship’s hull. A thousand tons of water
cascaded in.

Shima had just met the American PT boats
that had not engaged Nishimura’s ships, and
they were eager to tear into the Japanese.
Abukuma and her escorts fired back, but to no
avail. It was clear Abukuma could not proceed,
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and the old cruiser pulled out of formation
with 37 dead. The cruiser’s escorts sprinted on
in the night, leaving Abukuma behind to tend
her wounds.

Up ahead, Nishimura’s force continued north.
The next set of picadors was Captain Kenmore
McManes’s Destroyer Squadron 24 (Desron
24), which included HMAS Arunta, her white
ensigns snapping in the wind. Unlike seadogs of
old, McManes fought this battle not from his
flag bridge but in his combat information cen-
ter hunched over a radar screen. McManes
cranked his ships up to 25 knots, and at 3:23
AM, Arunta opened up with five torpedoes.

USS Killen launched her fish a minute later, all
aimed at Shigure and Yamashiro. At 3:31, one
of Killen’s torpedoes smacked into Yamashiro’s
port side amidships. The battleship began to list

ing in from the hatch above him. Kato sent a
messenger to the bridge to report his predica-
ment. The messenger saluted, scrambled out of
the listing turret, and was back moments later.
He could not walk the deck. It was spouting
steam, oil, and seawater.

Below Kato, Hideo Ogawa and his pals
watched seawater trickle into their space. The
turret captain ordered Ogawa and 10 of his
buddies to evacuate upward. They climbed into
the projectile room above, closing the steel
hatch behind them to preserve watertight
integrity. Once there, Ogawa and his shipmates
kept climbing, joining 15 more men to evacu-
ate through another steel door of the hoist.
Then came orders from the bridge: all hands of
No. 1 and No. 2 turrets were to assemble at the
center starboard upper deck as reserves for

ABOVE: A casemate gun crew services its 5-inch weapon while a line of sailors passes ammunition forward.
The 5-inch gun was the main armament of many American destroyers during World War Il. OPPOSITE: The
battleship USS Pennsylvania fires its guns during shore bombardment in the Pacific. Pennsylvania was present
in drydock during the Pearl Harbor attack and sustained damage that was later repaired. Unable to acquire a
radar lock, the battleship did not fire a shot during the Battle of Surigao Strait.

to port and cut speed to a perilously slow five
knots. Determined damage control on the
dreadnought patched the holes, and soon
Yamashiro was back at a decent 18 knots.
South of the flagship, Fuso was in agony, still
moving on a wobbly course, probably trying to
beach on Kanihaan Island. But the ship was so
far down at the bow, Chief Engineer Captain
Eiichi Nakaya could not maintain navigability.
In No. 1 turret, Yasuo Kato saw water flood-
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damage control.

McManes and his tin cans of Desron 24 were
still harrying Nishimura’s battered ships. Radar
screens were full of pips, from both friend and
foe. While the Americans held the initiative, the
Japanese fought back. Asagumo fired torpedoes
at USS Daly, which sizzled just under the Amer-
ican’s bow.

The sound and fury in this portion of the
engagement signified nothing as both sides

missed each other, but Fuso’s nightmare was
coming to an end. Hideo Ogawa watched his
ship’s forecastle slide underwater. Crewmen
struggled out of No. 1 turret onto the slanting
foredeck, her gunhouse parting the seas with
its shield. Yasuo Kato wiggled out of the turret
and was struck by the fact that “complete
silence prevailed on our ship.”

Then the thin sound of gurgling water and
the distant rumble of explosions were broken
by the strident notes of a bugle blaring “Aban-
don Ship!” Kato and his buddies started jump-
ing into the water. As they hit the Surigao Strait,
they heard a grinding clatter. Everyone looked
up and saw Fuso’s bridge tilt “at an angle of 45
degrees to the left and [make] a terrible noise ...
it hit the water with a huge splash.”

With her bow submerged, Fuso was listing
heavily to starboard. Suddenly she corkscrewed
to port and upended. Kato, who had scrambled
over the starboard rail, had found himself
standing on the hull’s side and sliding along the
blister. When Fuso spun to port he was flung
into the sea on his back. He swam away.

Finally the old battleship rolled over and
sank, spewing out unstable Borneo oil from her
tanks, turning the sea into a gooey and deadly
slime, trapping sailors. As the oil spread, it con-
nected with flaming wreckage and started new
fires. The hissing sound created by the fires
reminded Ogawa of “roasting beans.” Sailors
caught in the goo were killed in the inferno.

Fuso had sunk within 15 minutes of being
torpedoed, between 3:40 and 3:50 AM. She
went to the bottom of Surigao Strait, taking
most of her crew of 1,630 officers and men
with her. Only a mere 10 members of the old
battleship’s crew would survive. As Fuso
departed the scene, so did Michishio, at about
3:38 AM, sinking into the strait. Only four
members of her crew survived.

Incredibly, Nishimura plowed on with the
courage of a samurai, joined by Shigure,
Mogami, and the bowless Asagumo. So did
Shima’s vessels, barely 40,000 yards behind
Nishimura’s.

Hounded by McManes’s destroyers,
Nishimura continued to steam north. The
Japanese hurled shells at their tormentors, who
used smokescreens with considerable effec-
tiveness. On Mogami’s bridge, officers strug-
gled to make sense of radar screens, trying to
separate land masses from Japanese and Amer-
ican warships.

By now the opposing destroyers were in gun
range, and Hutchins opened fire on Asagumo,
hitting her and setting fire to the Japanese ship’s
torpedo tubes.

On Louisville, Oldendorf watched the



flashes of explosions and the beams of search-
lights, awaiting the moment he could cut loose.
From listening to the radio chatter, he deter-
mined he was up against two battleships, not
four. The Japanese were now 26,900 yards
away from his dreadnoughts. West Virginia led
the parade of battleships, followed by Mary-
land, flagship Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, and California.

At 3:34 AM, Destroyer Squadron 56 (Desron
56) Captain Roland Smoot on USS Newcomb
led the next U.S. charge against Nishimura’s
force, with nine destroyers maneuvering in three
sections to corner the enemy. At 3:46, Captain
Thomas Conley, commanding Smoot’s second
section, signaled his destroyers, “This has to be
quick. Stand by your torpedoes.” Smoot and
Conley logically were worried that their tin cans
would be at risk to both Japanese fire and Amer-
ican guns in this close-range encounter. Their
attack would go in bare minutes before the
American battleships would open fire.

The Japanese kept closing in ragged forma-
tion. On the American dreadnoughts, radar
operators and communicators chanted off
steadily decreasing ranges. At 3:50 AM, the
range dropped to 15,600 yards. Oldendorf
barked, “All right, give the order to open fire.”

TBS (Talk Between Ships) radios and sound-
powered phones repeated the admiral’s order.
On the battleships and cruisers—except
Louisville, whose gunners cut loose before the
order was given—buzzers sounded and gongs
rang, and the battle line spewed forth massive
shells with a titanic roar. Louisville’s deck and
bulkheads rattled from the opening salvo.

The light cruisers fired their 6-inch guns
rapidly, the heavy cruisers their 8-inch guns
more deliberately. At 3:53 am, West Virginia
opened fire on Yamashiro, 22,800 yards away,
in full broadside. Her 16-inch guns, two gun
turrets officered by men on their first sea voy-
age, exacted revenge for the Pearl Harbor
humiliation by hitting Yamashiro on the first
salvo. Yamashiro’s forecastle spouted flame,
and her 14-inch gun turrets erupted with
answering shells.

Two minutes later, California opened up with
the first of 63 rounds of 14-inch shells. At 3:56,
Tennessee joined the din—three American bat-
tleships that had survived Pearl Harbor blast-
ing a single Japanese dreadnought.

On Mogami, the American barrage shone in
distant flashes like light rows of a switchboard
turning on one after another in a dark room.
The light show was followed by the whistle
and hiss of incoming shells. Those shells that
missed sent up huge walls of white water.
Those shells that hit Yamashiro impacted near

her bridge, rocking the giant ship, starting fires,
disabling the radar, but missing the compass
and flag bridge.

Nishimura’s “T” had been fully crossed, but
it did not matter. The previous hits to his ship
had flooded the magazines for his No. 5 and
No. 6 turrets, knocking them out of action, and
he was about to unmask his No. 3 and No. 4
turrets. All of Mogami’s guns bore forward
because of her wartime rebuildings, and Shig-
ure’s primary weapons were her torpedoes. Fur-
thermore, head-on targets were tougher to hit.

Under fire, poorly informed as to his situation,
Nishimura radioed for Fuso to open fire on the
Americans, unaware that his second battleship
was sunk. Nor was Nishimura aware of Shima’s
location behind him. The two Japanese forces
would enter battle completely uncoordinated.

American shells rained down on Yamashiro.
At 3:56, HMAS Shropshire finally had a firing
solution and hurled 32 8-inch broadsides of
eight guns at Yamashiro. At 3:59 aM, Maryland
located Yamashiro on her radar and ripped
loose with her main battery.

The American heavy guns thundered for only
18 minutes, but it was time enough to avenge
the humiliations of Pearl Harbor and Savo
Island, raining destruction on Yamashiro. A
direct hit exploded the officer’s wardroom,
serving as a sickbay, killing medical lead Lieu-
tenant Buntaro Kitamura and staff along with
the wounded they were attending. Other heavy
shells ripped open Yamashiro’s armor and
shredded her superstructure.

While Yamashiro absorbed the shelling,
Mogami, and Shigure struggled to fight.
Mogami turned to port to unmask starboard
torpedo tubes under heavy enemy fire.

The Americans did not ignore the cruiser.
McManes’s destroyers spotted Mogami, illumi-

nated by Yamashiro’s fires, bearing down on the
onrushing Hutchins. The destroyers Daly and
Bache opened fire on Mogami. On the cruiser,
Captain Ryo Toma wondered if he was steam-
ing toward Japanese or American ships in the
confusion. To be sure, he flashed two large
searchlights and a red Very star. The Americans
answered his signals with a hail of shells.

Mogami took a hit on her mainmast, and the
steel structure began to sag. Other shells blasted
her two radio rooms and antiaircraft mounts.
Toma decided to make a wide loop away to try
to launch torpedoes from his port side. But the
fire and smoke drew a fusillade of 6-inch and
8-inch shells from Oldendorf’s cruisers, which
added to Mogami’s pain with hits on No. 3 tur-
ret, knocking it out of action, and another on
the deck near the starboard after engine room’s
air intake, which sent smoke into the engine
room and forced the crew to evacuate.

On Mogami’s bridge, Toma and his officers
argued over what they should do, continue the
attack or withdraw? Toma wanted to with-
draw, but his officers believed they could still
fight their way past the Americans. Toma
yielded to their Bushido spirit. Mogami turned
around and headed north at 4 am.

At 4:02, two shells from Portland smashed
Mogami’s compass bridge, and a third tore into
the air defense center, killing almost all hands at
both positions, including Toma. Only four sig-
nalmen who happened to be on the signaling
platform were left alive and standing. Mogami
was steaming along out of control, nobody in
command.

Chief Petty Officer 1st Class Shuichi
Yamamoto, the chief signalman, took the reins.
He ran onto the smashed bridge and found the
steering mechanism power had failed. He con-
tacted the armored wheelhouse two decks
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below his feet on the sound-powered phone
and called for manual steering and for someone
to find the ranking senior officer.

Shuddering from repeated hits, Mogami
swung out of line just as heavy shells slammed
into the cruiser’s forward No. 1 engine room,
sending high-pressure steam spewing in all
directions, killing trapped engineers. Flames
spread to the No. 9 boiler room, and choking
black smoke poured out. Boiler tenders shut
down the furnace.

At 4:03, another shell knocked out all lights
in the port after engine room. Mogami had lost

three engine rooms in as many minutes. The
engineers in the port forward engine room
ignored smoke and heat to provide Mogami
with engine power. As the shaking cruiser rat-
tled away, Lt. Cmdr. Giichiro Arai, the gunnery
officer, was told he was in command. But with
the ship’s guns firing, he could not report to the
bridge. Yamamoto would have to keep the
conn.

Amid all this shellfire and destruction, the
destroyer Shigure sailed on, straddled but not
hit. There were so many near misses that the
gyro compass was out. Her skipper, Comman-

During the Battle of Surigao Strait, American Rear Admiral Jesse Oldendorf executed the dassic naval maneu-

ver of crossing his enemy’s “1.” The American battle line

under Oldendorf was able to fire full broadsides at

the Japanese, who could only reply initially with forward guns.
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der Shigeru Nishino, barked requests into his
radio to the other ships to find out where they
were or whom he should shoot at.

On his bridge, Nishino summed up the situ-
ation rationally—one destroyer against an
armada. At 4:03 AMm, he aborted his northward
charge and started arcing a starboard reverse
turn, heading south and out of the battle.

On Yamashiro, fires blazed from the dread-
nought’s pagoda mast, looking like ceremonial
lanterns back in Sasebo. The fires burned so
brightly that the Americans could make out
Yamashiro’s 6-inch turrets standing out against
the glare of the flames. An American shell
destroyed No. 3 turret and its two 14-inch guns
in a violent explosion. The ship’s communica-
tions and two aft turrets were out. The only
good news was that paymaster Ensign
Yamauchi was standing guard over the
emperor’s portrait in the conning tower.

Incredibly, Yamashiro fought on. The bat-
tleship made a wide, slow turn to unmask her
14-inch guns and hurled a broadside at the six
American dreadnoughts. Japanese gunners
continued to load and train turrets amid
intense heat, smoke, and fires. Yamashiro
traded shots with HMAS Shropshire with her
main battery while firing secondary armament
at the pesky destroyers.

At 4:01 AM, the American battle line turned
to starboard, and the dreadnoughts wheeled
150 degrees, heading back west across Surigao
Strait. As the battleships turned, they were
nearly parallel and steaming in the same direc-
tion as Yamashiro, broadside to broadside.
Incredibly, as they made their turns, Tennessee
and California started heading right at one
another. Tennessee Captain John B. Heffernan
fired off a series of orders and with deft ship
handling avoided collision.

On Cualifornia, Captain Henry P. Burnett
realized what was happening and took his
dreadnought out of line. The four battleships
that had been shooting checked fire. Mississippi
and Pennsylvania, unable to acquire radar
locks, never fired a shot.

Meanwhile, Oldendorf’s cruisers kept up the
heat on Yamashiro. As they swapped salvoes,
Desron 56, under Captain Roland Smoot,
raced in at top speed to launch torpedoes. At
4:04 AM, at a range of 6,200 yards, the Amer-
ican destroyers cut loose. The Japanese
responded with a flurry of 6-inch shells. The
Americans maneuvered to avoid the shells,
which brought Albert W. Grant directly into
Denver’s radar picture.

Denver mistook Grant for the Japanese Shig-
ure, presumably racing in to fire torpedoes, and
the American cruiser opened fire on Grant.



Near misses scattered shrapnel. An American
shell hit Grant’s fantail, knocking out the No.
5 5-inch turret. More shells from both sides
punched into the forward stack and the for-
ward boiler room, the forward engine room,
the No. 1 40mm gun, the scullery room, and
the port motor whaleboat. The lights, tele-
phones, radios, and radars were blown out.

Grant’s skipper, Commander Terrell A. Nise-
waner, reacted quickly. He fired off his five tor-
pedoes at the enemy, then turned away. Simul-
taneously, Captain Smoot, in Newcomb, seeing
the tragedy, shouted a TBS radio warning to
Oldendorf, “You are firing on ComDesron 56!
We are in the middle of the channel!”

Oldendorf got the message. At 4:09 AMm, he
grabbed the voice radio on Louisville’s flag
bridge and issued a blanket order, “All ships
cease firing.” The American ships checked fire,
and Newcomb came alongside Grant to tow
away her damaged sister.

Aboard Grant chaos reigned—her lifeboats
were wrecked, engines gone, the ship dead in
the water at 4:20 AM. She would have to be
towed to safety. When the final tally was taken,
it was determined that five Japanese and at least
11 American cruiser shells had impacted the
destroyer. Six officers and 28 enlisted men lay
dead. Ninety-four men were wounded.

The last shells and torpedoes flew at
Yamashiro, scoring more hits. One of them—
from the unlucky Grani—smashed the dread-
nought’s starboard side at about 4:09, near the
starboard engine room. The dreadnought
slowed down then cranked back up to 12 knots
at 4:09 am. On Yamashiro’s flag bridge,
Nishimura told his chief of staff to report to
Kurita: “We proceed to Leyte for the main
attack. We will proceed until totally annihi-
lated. I have definitely accomplished my mis-
sion as pre-arranged. Please rest assured.”

Now, with the firing ceased, Surigao Strait
again reverted to blackness lit only by the rag-
ing fires on Yamashiro, Mogami, and Grant.
The Japanese checked fire, too. Silence
descended on the battlefield. Naval historian
Samuel Eliot Morison wrote, “Admiral
Nishimura and the officers and crew of
Yamashiro must have regarded this cease-fire
as God’s gift to the Emperor.”

Nishimura decided to meet Shima’s force and
regroup. The blazing battleship commenced a
wide turn to port, heading southwest.

On the American ships, everybody stared
down at the radar plots, separating out the var-
ious blips. As the Japanese dreadnought
retreated, the Americans figured out which one
was Yamashiro. For the last time in the history
of warfare, a battleship fired its ordnance at

another such vessel, as the flagship Mississippi
unleashed her first and only broadside of the
night, doing so at Yamashiro at a range of
19,790 yards.

With the American battle line in some disor-
der and the Japanese apparently retreating,
Oldendorf turned the pursuit over to his cruis-
ers and destroyers, ordering them to resume fire
at 4:19 am. Before they could comply, the fat-
test pip on the American radar screens abruptly
vanished. It seemed that Yamashiro had sunk,
probably by capsizing, according to the later
Naval War College report.

The War College was right. Four torpedoes

sels of Nishimura’s force left afloat, and both
were withdrawing. Shigure took an 8-inch shell
in her fantail, and her skipper logged “decided
to retire.” The battered cruiser and destroyer
headed south, and at 4:15 their lookouts were
astonished to see a destroyer racing toward
them at 30 knots. It was Shima’s lead ship, the
Shiranubi. Behind her was Shima’s flagship,
Nachi, starting the next phase of the battle.
Shima’s ships had gone through an interest-
ing journey, passing by raging oil fires and
wreckage belonging to Nishimura’s shattered
vessels, hearing and seeing gunfire to the north.
They advanced through smoke screens. Oil fires

The battleship USS Pennsylvania is silhovetted against the darkened sky by the gun flashes of her cohorts on
the American battle line at Surigao Strait.

hit Yamashiro, possibly from Newcomb, and
the stricken battleship went dead in the water,
keeling over to port. Fires amidships silhouet-
ted the pagoda superstructure in a lurid glow as
it heeled over like a collapsing sand castle.

On the bridge, the skipper, Rear Admiral
Katsukiyo Shinoda, calmly passed the word to
abandon ship. He and Nishimura remained on
their bridges. Within two to five minutes, the
blazing dreadnought keeled over and capsized.

Nishimura, his staff of 20 officers, Shinoda,
and nearly all of Yamashiro’s crew of 1,636
officers and men went to the bottom of Surigao
Strait. While a large number of sailors survived
the sinking, only two warrant officers and eight
petty officers returned to Japan, the same num-
ber as from Fuso.

Shigure and Mogami were now the only ves-

blazed on the ocean. The ships passed by the
badly damaged and helpless Asagumo. Then
radar spotted two contacts dead ahead, at 4:15
AM. Figuring it was the enemy, Shima ordered,
“All ships attack!”

Shima’s four destroyers and two cruisers
dashed forward, unmasked their torpedo bat-
teries, and fired their Long Lance torpedoes,
which had caused so much havoc in the gruel-
ing struggles for Guadalcanal. The torpedoes
had eight miles to run.

As it happened, their target was Oldendorf’s
flagship Louisville. But the torpedoes missed.
Shima and his men peered into the smoke and
mist to observe results—and out of the smoke
came Mogami, her No. 3 gun turret a ruin, bar-
rels blackened, forecastle riddled with holes,
flames smoldering from her flight deck aft.
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With Chief Petty Officer Yamamoto still on
the bridge, the blasted Mogami was retiring at
last. Crewmen on Nachi howled banzais of
encouragement as the two ships closed the
range. On Nachi’s bridge, Captain Enpei
Kanooka thought that he would pass Mogami
a little too close, figuring that Mogami was
dead in the water. But to everyone’s amaze-
ment, Mogami was actually steaming along—
just barely—and right for Nachi.

Kanooka shouted “Full reverse!” and right
rudder to avoid Nachi’s sister. Too late. At 4:23,
Nachi’s anchor deck converged with Mogami’s
starboard at No. 1 turret, and the two ships col-
lided with a sickening, jarring crunch. The col-
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fashion, her destroyers tried to attack, torpedo
tubes ready. There was no American gunfire to
track—Grant’s mishap had silenced Olden-
dorf’s guns.

At 4:35, Shima signaled his destroyers,
“Reverse course to the south and rejoin.” The
irritated destroyer skippers did so, pulling out
of American range.

On Nachi, Shima was assessing the situation.
His flagship was damaged from the collision
but could still do 18 knots. But it was clear dis-
aster already reigned, as exemplified by the bat-
tered Mogami. Shima and his officers con-
ferred. Torpedo officer Kokichi Mori said to
Shima, “Admiral, up ahead the enemy must be

ABOVE: The victim of multiple Japanese torpedo hits at Pearl Harbor, the battleship USS West Virginia was
raised from the bottom of the harbor and repaired to fight again. In this photo, West Virginia is illuminated as
her guns take a toll on the Japanese during the Battle of Surigao Strait three years after Pearl Harbor. OPPO-
SITE: A U.S. PT Boat picks up Japanese survivors, clinging to debris in the water in Surigao Strait. The Navy
seaman were warned to carefully search each prisoner to be sure they had no weapons.

lision added more dents to Mogami’s battered
hide, wrecked Nachi’s No. 2 antiaircraft mount,
and ripped a 15-meter gash in Nachi’s port bow
at the waterline. Flooding alarms went off, and
the two cruisers pulled themselves apart.

On Mogami’s bridge, Yamamoto bawled
through a megaphone, “This is Mogami! Cap-
tain and XO killed! Gunnery officer in charge.
Steering destroyed. Steering by engine. Sorry!”

Shima and Kanooka, exasperated, accepted
the blame. Nachi began crawling southward at
five knots. Mogami struggled to get in line
behind her two sisters. Everyone listened for
explosions from the 16 torpedoes fired, but
there was no sound.

While Shima’s cruisers maneuvered in clumsy
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waiting for us with open arms. Nishimura’s
force is almost totally destroyed. It is obvious
that we will fall into a trap. We may die any-
time. In any case, it is foolish to go ahead now.”
Shima got the point. Time to withdraw.

On Louisville, Oldendorf studied the smoke,
oil fires, and silence through his binoculars and
ordered a cautious pursuit of his beaten enemy.
He had no idea if there were more enemy ships
out there—intelligence suggested there might
be as many as three battleships, five cruisers,
and six to eight destroyers beyond the smoke—
ready to ambush him with shells and Long
Lance torpedoes. And his battle line was
increasingly short on ammunition. At 4:37 AM,
Louisville, Portland, Minneapolis, Denver, and

Columbia headed south.

At 4:41, Shima ordered his ships to follow
behind Nachi. Hobbling along at 20 knots, they
were retreating at a slow speed. On the battered
Mogami, ammunition started cooking off,
hampering repairs and endangering the crew.
Arai ordered his men to jettison torpedoes to
prevent them from exploding, but four of them
exploded, adding to the smoldering fires.
Incredibly, the engines kept turning, and Arai
used hand steering to maneuver his ship.

The battle still sputtered on. As the Japanese
ships retreated, they met up with the PT boats
that had not expended their torpedoes earlier in
the struggle. Lieutenant Carl T. Gleason’s Sec-
tion 11, consisting of three PT boats, attacked
the destroyers Shigure and Asagumo. The
Japanese fire was ragged and off target, but one
American torpedo detonated prematurely.
Another slithered out of its tube on PT-326 and
clattered to the deck, a defective “hot run.” The
blazing fish provided the Japanese with a tar-
get, and the Japanese hurled 5-inch shells at the
PT boats. Shrapnel injured one man before the
burning torpedo could be rolled overboard.

The Japanese ships continued to withdraw,
now hooking up with the Abukuma, which had
repaired its damage and was ready to attack.
Shima declined the offer but was happy to add
another escort to his damaged force.

By 5:20 AM, Louisville was eight miles west
of Esconchada Point, where Nachi and
Mogami had collided an hour earlier. Olden-
dorf studied the scene through his binoculars
and told his column to turn right and prepare
to shell the fleeing Japanese with full broad-
sides. The open fire gongs rang at 5:29, and the
Americans hurled more shells at the Mogami,
scoring several direct hits. Yet the cruiser sur-
vived this latest bombardment, cranking up to
14 knots.

Other American shells rained down from
Minneapolis on Asagumo, starting a fire, hol-
ing her oil tanks. Barely able to make seven
knots, the destroyer was on fire, spreading and
menacing its torpedoes. At 6 AM, Asagumo’s
skipper, Commander Kazuo Shibayama,
ordered his men to abandon ship.

Worried about Japanese torpedoes, Olden-
dorf ceased fire at 5:39 aAM and swung back
north. Now the American destroyers began
nosing into the wreckage in the growing dawn
to pursue survivors of the two battleships and
two destroyers sunk in Surigao Strait. Olden-
dorf ordered his ships, “Do not overload your
ships with survivors. Search each man well to
see that he does not have any weapons. Anyone
offering resistance—shoot him. Proceed inde-
pendently to pick up survivors.”



By now Shima’s weary collection of ships was
heading out of Surigao Strait into the Min-
danao Sea, enduring further brushes with PT
boats. First up was PT-491, which charged
Mogami, firing torpedoes. Mogami hit back
with 8-inch shells, and PT-491 retreated.

Back in Surigao Strait, American destroyers
slowly steamed into debris-strewn waters
filled with Japanese survivors who refused
American entreaties to surrender. Other ships
pursued the crippled Asagumo, whose bows
had been torn open. PT-323 hurled a torpedo
into the immobile tin can, throwing men on
her weather decks into the water. Hearing
word of this target, Oldendorf sent in the
cruisers Denver and Columbia and six
destroyers to polish off Asagumo.

Oldendorf was beginning to receive frantic
messages from his bosses at 7th Fleet—Kurita’s
battleships had steamed through the unguarded
San Bernardino Strait and were bearing down
on the poorly defended escort carriers off
Samar. The fox was among the chickens, and
Oldendorf had to steam to the rescue, despite
his shortages of ammunition. Nishimura had
succeeded in one thing—drawing off Kinkaid’s
heavy warships to expend ammunition and
energy against the attack from the south instead
of Kurita’s thrust from the north.

Meanwhile, Shima’s retreating ships, head-
ing home in the early morning, awaited the one
certainty of the day—American air attack.
Shima radioed for fighter cover but instead
received an attack of nine Grumman TBF
Avenger torpedo bombers and four Grumman
F6F Hellcat fighters from the escort carrier USS
Santee and two Avengers and six Hellcats from
USS Sangamon, launched at 5:45 AM. They
pounced on Shima’s battered vessels and incor-
rectly reported them as two battleships. That
happened often. Japanese heavy cruisers had
massive superstructures and looked like battle-
ships to airmen. The Americans swooped in to
attack. Strafing killed nine and wounded 25 on
Shiranuhi, and the luckless Mogami took yet
another torpedo hit.

Ten Avengers and five Grumman FM-2 Wild-
cats from USS Ommaney Bay’s VC-75 came
next, storming down on the smoking Mogami,
scoring two more hits, starting fires, and bring-
ing the ship to a halt. The destroyer Akebono
sprayed hoses on the cruiser. Everyone but the
antiaircraft crews fought the fires.

The American bombs smashed into the
cruiser’s oil tanks, setting them ablaze. Gun-
nery officer and acting commander Arai
ordered the three forward 8-inch magazines
flooded to prevent an explosion. But the
warped bulkheads meant that the valves for the

No. 1 gun room would not open. The cruiser
was blazing and could sink at any moment.

In tears, Arai ordered his men to abandon
ship at 10:30 am. With her davits broken,
Mogami could not use her cutter, so Akebono
closed Mogami’s port quarter to take aboard
the cruiser’s crew.

At 9:33 AM, Shima faced his last attack of the
day: 13 Curtiss SB2C Helldiver dive bombers,
which strafed the Japanese ships, punching
holes in the destroyer Ushio.

On Mogami, the exhausted crew mustered
topside on weather decks to abandon ship
after three hours of desperate fire fighting,
shuffling aboard Akebono. At 12:56, Ake-
bono fired a Long Lance into Mogami’s port
side, and the cruiser began to sink, her demise
hastened by an explosion in No. 1 magazine.
At 1:07, as her crew stood by on Akebono
watching and crying, Mogami slipped beneath
the waves. All but 20 officers, 171 enlisted
men, and one civilian of Mogami’s 850-man
crew were saved by Akebono.

At 1:33, Shima got more bad news—a mes-
sage from Kurita that the main force was can-
celing its planned attack on the Leyte anchor-
age and was retreating, having failed in its
mission. Shima’s reaction is unrecorded, but he
continued his retreat.

Shigure headed for Brunei and ultimate safety
in Japan. But when Shigure tied up at Sasebo on
November 14, her skipper, Nishino, faced relief
of command at the end of the month, accused
of lack of aggressiveness in Surigao Strait.

The fallout continued. Abukuma was caught

a day later, on October 26, by U.S. Army Air
Forces Consolidated B-24 Liberators of the
33rd Squadron, which hammered her. Japanese
antiaircraft gunners knocked down three B-24s,
but flames spread across Abukuma’s decks,
igniting torpedoes. Her skipper, Captain Takuo
Hanada, ordered the ship abandoned. He and
25 officers and 257 enlisted men of her 438-
man crew survived.

What had happened was simple enough.
Nishimura and Shima had steamed into a
gauntlet of gunfire and had been defeated in
one of the most one-sided naval actions in his-
tory. The Japanese could not count their dead,
but they numbered in the thousands, including
Nishimura. Two battleships, a heavy cruiser,
and three destroyers were lost in the action, and
the light cruiser Abukuma was lost shortly after.
The Americans lost exactly 39 killed and 114
wounded, most of them on Albert W. Grant
due to friendly fire, and a single PT boat.

More importantly, the southern portion of
the Japanese plan to smash the American inva-
sion fleet with a double pincer movement had
failed completely. The northern pincer nearly
defeated a much weaker American force off
Samar, mostly due to Vice Admiral Halsey’s
controversial decision to leave the San
Bernardino Strait unguarded. But Oldendorf’s
cool, meticulous planning and courageous men
had crushed the southern pincer.

Why the Japanese attack failed was even eas-
ier to answer. The Japanese underestimated
American power and resilience, as they had all

Continued on page 75
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hivering and stamping their feet in the

snow, three American soldiers warmed

their hands over a small fire at an obser-

vation post. They were weary, dirty, and
hungry, and a long way from home.

Three other Gls shuffled along to relieve
them after a while, and one said, “Merry
Christmas.” The first three looked up in sur-
prise, and one of them replied slowly, “We
thought tomorrow was Christmas.”

The soldiers were helping to guard the perime-
ter defense line around the town of Bastogne in
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southeastern Belgium, not far from the Luxem-
bourg border. They were surrounded by German
forces, and there was not much Christmas cheer
to go around that cold, snow-covered, fog-
shrouded December more than 60 years ago.
Yet, although they did not know it at the time,
those Gls of the 101st Airborne “Screaming
Eagle” Division were writing a glorious chapter
in the history of their army. The name of Bas-
togne would be stitched proudly on American
battle flags alongside Valley Forge, Gettysburg,
San Juan Hill, Chateau Thierry, the Marne,

Bataan, St. Lo, Remagen, and Pork Chop Hill.
Christmas 1944 found the Screaming Eagles,
veterans of Normandy and Holland, and Com-
bat Command B of the 10th Armored Division
defending besieged Bastogne while the Battle of
the Bulge—Adolf Hitler’s last desperate counter-
offensive of World War [I—swirled around
them. It was the first major battle fought by
American soldiers in winter, and the one in
which they suffered the greatest number of casu-
alties: 76,890 killed, wounded, and missing.
Bastogne, an upland town 43 miles south of



The soldiers of the
U.S. 101st Airborne
Division and a
complement of
other troops held
the key crossroads
town during the
Battle of the Bulge.
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BY MICHAEL D. HULL

Liege in the Ardennes Forest region, was the

junction of a railroad and seven highways lac-
ing Belgium and Luxembourg. It lay on the cen-
ter line of the German advance and was a vital
strategic objective. Its 10,000 American defend-
ers, outnumbered four to one, held firm. They

groused because the enemy breakthrough had
deprived them of anticipated furloughs in Paris,
but they sang carols and put up makeshift
Christmas trees as enemy artillery hammered
away and bombs fell.

The first snow had fallen in the Ardennes For-

Both: U.S. Army Art Collection

togne was painted by a U.S. Army artist about the
time of the siege in December 1944. U.S. forces
refused to evacuate the Belgian crossroads town and
stood against repeated German attacks.

OPPOSITE: U.S. Army tanks and vehicles take cover
in a Belgian town during the German winter offen-

) sive that precipitated the Battle of the Bulge. The

Germans overran a number of hamlets in France, Bel-
gium, and Luxembourg but were unable to reach the
River Meuse and the strategically vital Belgian port
city of Antwerp, which lay beyond.
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est on December 9. Before dawn on Saturday,
December 16, 1944, German guns blasted a
thinly-held 100-mile front of Lt. Gen. Omar N.
Bradley’s U.S. First Army. The “ghost front,” so
called because it had been the quiet sector of the
Allied line, was manned by four U.S. infantry
divisions—the green 99th and 106th, and the
4th and 28th, which were resting after being
mauled in the recent Hurtgen Forest campaign.
Three panzer armies—13 infantry divisions and
seven panzer divisions—crashed through the
American lines. Hitler’s objective was to split
the British-Canadian and American Armies,
reach the River Meuse, and capture the strate-
gic port of Antwerp in Belgium.

The German breakthrough caught every-
one off balance, from the front-line GIs all
the way up to General Dwight D. Eisenhower,
the supreme Allied commander. Confusion
and inertia gripped Eisenhower’s headquar-
ters for several critical hours, and some senior
officers believed that the enemy thrust was
merely a spoiling attack. But two of Field
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s panzer divi-
sions had cracked wide open Maj. Gen. Troy
Middleton’s VIII Corps, and panic was wide-
spread in the field as the German columns
thundered westward through Belgium. Allied
communications were chaotic, and no one in
the outposts or headquarters map rooms was
sure of what was happening.

As the panzers and seasoned German
infantry punched through the American lines,
many Gls threw away their rifles and ran in ter-
ror. Large quantities of equipment, heavy
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weapons, ammunition, and vehicles in good
running order were abandoned. Roadsides in
the Ardennes were littered with discarded
trucks, jeeps, halftracks, and gun carriages. One
advancing American tank column was forced
to churn across mud and snow covered fields
because the nearest available road was choked
with fleeing soldiers.

In the Schnee Eifel sector, two regiments of
the U.S. 106th Infantry Division, between 8,000
and 9,000 men, surrendered to two divisions of
the German 66th Corps. The Army official his-
tory called it “the most serious reverse suffered
by American arms during the operations of
1944-1945 in the European theater.”

But other U.S. units, both seasoned and
green, stood and fought valiantly as powerful
German Panther and Tiger tanks, followed by
infantry, loomed out of the fog and snow. In
some locations, small pockets of American
resistance, two or three Gls with a machine gun
or bazooka and a minimum of rounds,
defended a bridge or crossroads and helped to
upset the enemy timetable for a few hours.
Many Americans died, and their gallantry will
never be known.

On a slope overlooking a strategic cross-
roads at the Belgian village of Lanzerath, a pla-
toon of the untested U.S. 99th Infantry Divi-
sion led by Lieutenant Lyle J. Bouck halted a
column of panzers, paratroopers, and Waffen
SS soldiers for 18 critical hours. The Ameri-
cans fought until their machine guns and car-
bines burned up or ran out of ammunition.
When the Germans at last overran their posi-

tion, the stubborn GIs were pulled bodily from
their foxholes. Only two Americans were
killed in the encounter, but many were badly
wounded. The enemy toll was 509 casualties.
“We never surrendered,” Bouck reported
proudly. “We were captured.”

At another important road junction, St. Vith,
troops of the 7th Armored Division under Brig.
Gen. Bruce C. Clarke held firm for a week
before withdrawing just as the last escape route
was closing. And other U.S. units resisted gal-
lantly at Berg, Butgenbach, Spa, Trois Ponts,
Stoumont, Stavelot, Houffalize, and Elsenborn
Ridge, where troops of Maj. Gen. Leonard
Gerow’s Fifth Corps resisted repeated attacks
by four Nazi divisions.

Yet, despite the gallant delaying actions
fought by U.S. troops at many locations in the
Bulge, the Germans had penetrated to 60 miles
west of Celles, Belgium, by December 19. At
high tide, the enemy columns reached within a
few miles of the strategic River Meuse, and,
without knowing it, passed within a quarter-
mile of the First Army’s main supply depot at
Spa, Belgium.

General Bradley was slow to grasp the grav-
ity of the situation. “Pardon my French,” he
muttered in his Luxembourg war room, “but
where in hell has this son of a bitch gotten all
his strength?” Field intelligence and aerial
reconnaissance reports of an ominous German
buildup in the Schnee Eifel a few miles east of
the Ardennes had been disregarded because the
Allied high command believed the German
Army no longer capable of a major offensive.
Enemy security precautions for the counter-
offensive had been watertight.

Even the usually astute General Bernard L.
Montgomery, commander of the British 21st
Army Group, had summarized on the very
morning of December 16, “The enemy is at pre-
sent fighting a defensive campaign on all fronts;
his situation is such that he cannot stage major
offensive operations.”

It was not until the evening of December 17
that General Eisenhower took a more realistic
view and ordered the 82nd and 101st Airborne
Divisions, the only two units readily available,
to shore up the faltering American formations
in the Bulge as a stopgap measure. The two
divisions were still refitting and resting after
their battering in the ill-fated Operation Mar-
ket-Garden, the airborne invasion of Holland,
that September. Meanwhile, Eisenhower
ordered General Montgomery to take over
command of U.S. forces on the northern flank
of the Bulge. One of the first Allied comman-
ders to realize the gravity of the German break-
through, Monty ordered British Army units to



hasten to the strategic River Meuse and defend
its crossings.

In France, trucks and semi-trailers of the
Army Transportation Corps’ famed Red Ball
Express were swiftly marshaled, and the Amer-
ican paratroopers were rushed into action on
December 17-18. The 82nd Airborne was
trucked to the Werbomont area on the north-
ern flank of the Bulge, while the 101st Airborne
raced in a serpentine convoy for 300 miles from
its rest area at Mourmelon-le-Grand near
Reims, France, to Bastogne. The Screaming
Eagles rolled into the Bastogne area to join
Combat Command B of the 10th Armored
Division none too soon. The Germans were
closing in, and the strategic town was soon to
be under siege.

The men of the 101st Airborne hastily dug
in and set up a defense perimeter, led by Brig.
Gen. Anthony C. McAuliffe, a peppery but
genial artilleryman and 1918 graduate of West
Point. Nicknamed “Old Crock” by his men,
McAuliffe was the division artillery comman-
der now serving as temporary divisional leader
in the absence of handsome, scholarly Maj.
Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, who was in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Bastogne was soon pressed by the 2nd
Panzer, Panzer Lehr, and 26th Volksgrenadier
Divisions led by General Heinrich von Lut-
twitz. The town was isolated on December 20,
but the Screaming Eagles held firm stubbornly
and the panzers were eventually forced to swing
past them in their westward advance. The
timetable of the enemy counteroffensive was
being disrupted.

Although the Allies had aerial superiority,
low clouds and fog hampered support opera-
tions. Shelled, mortared, and sporadically
bombed, Bastogne was now surrounded. When
an aerial observer asked a radio operator in the
town what the situation was, the operator
replied wryly, “Picture us as the hole in the
doughnut.” The outlook grew increasingly dis-
mal for the besieged paratroopers as ammuni-
tion, rations, and medical supplies soon ran
short. In makeshift first aid stations set up in
cellars and churches, Belgian nurses, house-
wives, and priests tended to wounded soldiers
as best they could, but when the blood plasma
and medicine ran out, all they could offer to
ease the soldiers’ suffering was cognac.

Day after day, the hungry and weary Gls
heard the drone of high flying Boeing B-17 Fly-
ing Fortress and Consolidated B-24 Liberator
heavy bomber formations on their way to tar-
gets in Germany, but when they looked up for
a glimpse of lower-flying C-47 transports bring-
ing supplies, there were none.

At noon on December 22, two German offi-
cers were sent by General Luttwitz under a white
flag to seek “the honorable surrender of the
encircled town.” In his basement command cen-
ter on the northern edge of Bastogne, General
McAuliffe faced a military and moral dilemma.
He agonized over the fact that his men and Bel-
gian civilians were being killed and wounded
every day, but McAuliffe, a decorated veteran of
Normandy, was not about to surrender.

McAuliffe’s immediate reaction to the enemy
demand was to scrawl the word “Nuts!” on a
scrap of paper and hand it to a junior officer to
turn over to the German emissaries. They said

they did not understand the word, and asked,
“Is your commander’s reply affirmative or neg-
ative?” McAuliffe’s aide said, “My comman-
der’s reply is ‘Nuts.” It means ‘Go to hell.” You
understand that, don’t you?” Some observers
in McAuliffe’s command center at the time
believed that he used more profane language,
but, in any case, “Nuts!” went down in the his-
tory books as one of the most famous utter-
ances of the war.

McAuliffe reported later, “They said they’d
give me two hours to decide, and if we didn’t
[surrender], they would destroy the town and
all the people in it.”
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ABOVE: German Panther tanks roll along an unpaved road that has been hardened by freezing winter temper-
atures during the Battle of the Bulge. BELOW: Weary troopers of the 101st Airborne Division march in two
columns along a road on the outskirts of the Belgian crossroads town. The heroism of the 101st and other
American troops at Bastogne stemmed the German tide during the Battle of the Bulge. OPPOSITE: Much of the
civilian population of Bastogne left the town with the approach of battle. Here, some of the townspeople,
now refugees, seek safety. American troops have halted along the street, where no snow has fallen as of the

date of this image.
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His snappy one-word reply lifted the spirits
of the “Battered Bastards of the Bastion of Bas-
togne,” but a bleak Christmas was approach-
ing for both them and the people of the town.
Some of the American officers observed a sin-
gular mood of detachment from reality spread-
ing through the ranks. As daylight faded on
Christmas Eve, many Gls clambered out of
their foxholes and mortar pits to shake hands
with each other feelingly.

That evening, a tired, strained General McAu-
liffe radioed General Middleton at his
Neufchateau headquarters. “The finest Christ-
mas present the 101st could get,” said McAuli-
ffe somberly, “would be a relief tomorrow.”
Middleton replied just as grimly, “I know, boy,

I know.” McAuliffe also radioed the headquar-
ters of Maj. Gen. Hugh J. Gaffey’s 4th Armored
Division. “There is only one more shopping day
before Christmas,” said McAuliffe.

For several days, Sherman tanks, tank
destroyers, and halftracks of the 4th Armored
Division had been struggling from the south to
break through to Bastogne. After an urgent plea
from Eisenhower for help in blunting the Ger-
man counter-offensive, General George S. Pat-
ton, Jr., commander of the Third Army, had
responded swiftly by directing three of his divi-
sions in eastern France to make a 90-degree turn
and highball north to the left flank of the Bulge
that stretched from Echternach in Luxembourg
to Bastogne. It was a logistical nightmare, but

ABOVE: German soldiers hurriedly go through equipment and war matériel left behind by American troops
who have recently abandoned their camp. Hitler’s plan for the Ardennes Offensive included the use of cap-
tured American fuel; however, precious little American gasoline was found. BELOW: Their rifles slung over
their shoulders, three men of the 101st Airborne Division walk down a rubble-strewn Bastogne street past
the bodies of fellow soldiers killed by German bombing the previous night. This photograph was taken on
Christmas Day, 1944, and the beleaguered defenders of the town were relieved the following day.

one of the speediest and most brilliant maneu-
vers of the war. It astounded the Germans.

The 4th Armored had to march 151 miles
from Fenetrange in French Lorraine to Vaux-
les-Rosieres in Belgium, and it covered the dis-
tance in an incredible 19 hours. However, a
few miles southwest of Bastogne the division
was held up by snow, fog, ice and cratered
roads, and a blown bridge. The tankers, many
of them suffering from frostbite, had to battle
teller mines and the crack German Sth Para-
chute Division.

Meanwhile, in Bastogne on that moonlit bit-
terly cold Christmas Eve, the 3,500 civilians
trapped in the besieged town tried to keep
themselves warm in their cellars and church
crypts for another night. Many of them hud-
dled on the damp floors of the cellar in Abbé
Jean-Baptiste Musty’s great seminary. Shiver-
ing and infested by lice, the men, women, and
children lay on filthy mattresses. By flickering
candlelight, the sisters of the seminary clinic cir-
culated to comfort the old and young.

Headquarters personnel of the 101st Air-
borne Division gathered in the mess hall for
their sundown meal, quieter and more thought-
ful than usual. Roman Catholic soldiers spread
the word that Mass would be celebrated at 7
pM, and when the time neared, 100 or more
men entered a large room that had been con-
verted into a chapel. Candles on the makeshift
altar furnished light, and tapers burned in tin
fixtures along the bare walls.

A young Army chaplain in vestments cele-
brated the Mass, assisted by enlisted men. The
worshippers sang Christmas carols to the
accompaniment of a little field organ. In a brief
homily, the chaplain remarked on the sacrifices
that were required in Bastogne that Christmas
and called for trust in God. “Do not plan,” he
counseled, “for God’s plan will prevail.”

Meanwhile, in the transept of the vaulted
chapel in Abbé Musty’s seminary, officers and
Gls sang carols while wounded men, lying on
stretchers on the stone floors, listened, their
eyes glistening. Bright moonlight filtered
through broken stained glass windows, and
snow sifted from cracks in the roof as voices
chorused “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”

There was a pause, and then the soldiers
began singing Silent Night. The wounded, cov-
ering the entire floor, joined in. This Mass was
interrupted by a loud explosion in another part
of the town, but then the singing of carols con-
tinued. There were other religious services that
night in Bastogne as soldiers tried to drown out
the rumble of artillery and mortar fire with
thoughts of home more than 3,000 miles away.
Men of the 502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment



gathered to pray in the 10th century chapel of
the Rolle Chateau, their command post, while
General McAuliffe joined the men of one of his
field artillery battalions for a midnight Mass on
the snowy outskirts of the town.

Meanwhile, Lt. Col. Harry W.O. Kinnard,
the divisional operations officer, drafted a
Christmas Day greeting to the troops from the
commanding general. He wrote, “What’s merry
about all this? You ask. We’re fighting—it’s
cold—we aren’t home. All true, but ... we have
stopped cold everything that has been thrown
at us from the north, east, southwest.... We
continue to hold Bastogne. By holding Bas-
togne, we assure the success of the Allied
armies. We are giving our country and our
loved ones at home a worthy Christmas pre-
sent, and, being privileged to take part in this
gallant feat of arms, are truly making for our-
selves a Merry Christmas.”

The relative quiet of that poignant Christmas
Eve was shattered when German bombs
crashed down on Bastogne, inflicting severe
casualties. One bomb struck the medical aid
station of Colonel William Roberts’s Combat
Command B of the 10th Armored Division,
burying 20 patients in the debris. Among the
dead was Nurse Renée Lemaire, the daughter
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of a hardware merchant, who was pinned
beneath a fallen timber. She had been tending
the wounded. It was the worst bombing the
town had endured, and dozens of buildings
burned. Army ambulances roared through the
dark and shambled streets, and volunteers dug
frantically for survivors in the rubble.

The Battle of Bastogne was nearing its cli-
max, and the defenders knew that their time
was running out if they did not soon receive
relief or air-dropped supplies. A brief break in
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“ A clear, cold Christmas, lovely weather
for killing Germans, which seems a bit
queer, seeing whose birthday it is.”

—General George S. Patton, Jr.

ABOVE: Manning a lonely outpost along a road leading into Bastogne, soldiers of the U.S. 101st Airborne
Division point their bazooka in the direction of an expected German attack. LEFT: On the day after Christmas,
1944, Douglas C-47 transport gircraft drop provisions to American troops occupying Bastogne.

the miserable weather on December 23 had
enabled the dropping of some supplies in the
Bulge, but it was not enough.

It was a troubled Christmas Eve in Bastogne.
Around 2:30 AM, an all-out German artillery
and mortar barrage fell upon the Americans’
northwest perimeter, and 18 tanks and two
infantry battalions burst through. The defenses
were breached in two places, but the penetra-
tions were contained by McAuliffe’s skillfully
deployed reserves. The 327th Glider Infantry
Regiment was committed along its front, and
tank destroyers and field guns opened up on
the enemy. Every man who could carry a rifle
was rounded up in the town and rushed to the
defensive posts—company clerks, cooks,
radiomen, engineers, walking wounded, and
even chaplains. It was the closest call yet for the
defenders of Bastogne, but the Germans were
driven back.

Meanwhile, the lead elements of the 4th
Armored Division were stalled five miles to the
south because of heavy resistance, and General

Patton, the architect of the relief effort, was
chafing at the delay. He had ordered Mon-
signor James H. O’Neill, the chief Third Army
chaplain, to publish a prayer calling for good
weather. “See if we can’t get God to work on
our side,” said the profane yet religious Patton.

On Christmas morning, he got what he
wanted. Patton rose and approved of what he
saw, confiding in his diary: “A clear, cold
Christmas, lovely weather for killing Germans,
which seems a bit queer, seeing whose birth-
day it is.”

Finally, at 3 M on the following day, Decem-
ber 26, 1944, thunder filled the air over the Bas-
togne area as formations of C-47s began drop-
ping much needed supplies. Cheering GIs
watched the parachutes blossoming down and
raced to retrieve the containers of ammunition,
rations, and medicine. Spirits rose in Bastogne.

At the same time, south of the village of
Assenois on the road to Bastogne, Lt. Col.
Creighton W. Abrams, Jr., commander of the

Continued on page 78
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ICY PBY RETRIEVAL

BY KEVIN HYMEL
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ifficult tasks were typical in the military
Dduring World War Il. On a sunless
December day in 1942, a Navy ground
crew of Alaska’s Kodiak Naval Operating Base
waded info the icy water of Woman'’s Bay to
refrieve a waterborne Consolidated PBY-5
Catalina flying boat. Clad in heavy dry suits, May
West life jackets, and black-watch caps, they
hauled two towlines toward the approaching
plane. Onboard, the pilot cut the engines while
the waist gunners popped out of their machine-
gun blisters to watch the process, careful not to
touch the freezing water.
Chest-deep in the ice-filled bay, the men turned

the plane around and attached a towline fo the tail
section. With the plane secure, they hooked dou-
ble-wheeled landing gear beneath the tail section,
preventing it from scraping bottom before the main
wheels touched ground. Finally, the men steadied
the plane by hooking a winch device to the left
wing. Now the plane could be towed inland and
the plane’s crew could step foot on dry ground.

The whole process was over in minutes. It made
no headlines, there was no glory, maybe just a
hot cup of coffee for the cold men. It was just
another day in the service for the U.S. Navy
ground crew. They would repeat it the next time a
float plane splashed into the harbor. m




CLOCKWISE STARTING BELOW:
Naval ground crewmen stand ready to
grapple onto the approaching PBY-5.

Waist-high and chest-high in the icy brine,
the ground crew prepares to turn the PBY-5
to attach a tow line to its tail section. Both
the pilot and airman look on.

As the airmen step out of their waist gun
blisters, the ground crew attach a pulley
system to the plane’s left wing strut.

With the PBY-5 completely turned around
and a towline attached, the ground crew
attaches a double-wheel to the back of the
plane to make extraction easier.

The vltimate wingman. One of the PBY-5’s
waist gunners patiently waits for his PBY-5
to reach ground so he can dismount.

The crewmen steady the PBY-5 as they
advance a towline. One of the plane’s
airmen perches atop the right wing.
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s the landing craft carrying the invading Allied ground
a forces of Operation Overlord motored toward the Nor-

mandy beaches on June 6, 1944, they were protected and
supported by the largest aerial armada the world has ever seen. In
spite of medium-level clouds, a covering umbrella of American and
British fighters kept the skies clear of German fighters. .

Squadrons of Douglas A-20 Havoc light bombers and fighter
bombers came in low over the beaches to bomb and strafe German
positions and gun emplacements on the shore. Large formations
of Martin B-26 Marauder medium bombers dumped their bomb
loads on German gun positions a few minutes before H-Hour. A
stream of glider-towing transports passed over the ships that had
brought the troops across the English Channel.

Earlier that morning those same transports delivered loads of
American and British paratroopers onto the drop zones around
the town of St.-Mere-Eglise. The American light and medium
bombers, fighter bombers, and transports were all from Lt. Gen.
Lewis H. Brereton’s United States Ninth Air Force.

Along with the British Second Tactical Air Force, the Ninth Air
Force was formed specifically to support the ground forces whose
lot was to fight in Western Europe. The D-Day landings com-
menced the final and best-known period of Ninth Air Force’s
wartime service, but by June 6, 1944, it had been in combat almost
two years and was in the second phase of the it’s colorful history.

Furthermore, the Ninth Air Force of Normandy and Western
Europe took an entirely different role than it played in 1942 and
1943, when it was a multifunction U.S. Army air force assigned to a
support British forces and conduct strategic bombing operations
in the Middle East.

The creation of the unit that came to be known as the Ninth Air
Force occurred in a somewhat roundabout manner, primarily as
result of Allied reactions to enemy activity in different parts of th
globe. In early 1942, the Allied Combined Chiefs of Staf
to consider the Far East and Middle East as interde
of operation, with resources to be allocated according
itary situation at the time. The air routes that had be ablis
from the United States and Europe to the Far East passed throug
the Middle East, so it was logical to consider thgtwo ﬁﬁ_g’e ch
when it came to reinforcement in time of emergenc: ke

Aircraft and combat units from either area of opeidn‘ ou phiigr ¢
rushed to the other, considering that they were on opposite sidesof ~ (LAINCE Pl C -
the vast Asian continent. Consequently, when the Japanese gained

the advantage in Burma and China in the wake of the Doolittle TACTICAL N R

Raid on Tokyo, thus ruling out planned heavy bomber operations SU PPO RT INTO
against Japan, the U.S. War Department decided to halt some of the ACTI ON F OR >

combat units that had been destined for China in the Middle East
to meet an emerging threat. The British Eighth Army was battling TH E ALLI ES S—
the Afrika Korps. The decision was prompted at least in part by s
German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel’s new offensive in Libya and ~C
western Egypt and the resulting threat to Cairo and P

The first American air unit to serve
cial project under the comman
known as the Halverson Proje
was made up of a squadron @
bombers whose original missi
of a heavy bomber force based
ing campaign against the Japan
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In this painting by artist Robert Taylor, a
flight of razorback Republic P-47 Thunderbolt
fighter bombers heads back to base after
sowing destruction at a targeted German
airfield in Normandy during the summer of
1944. These planes of the Ninth Air Force
earned a deadly reputation in Western
Europe, striking fear into the Germans and,
in many cases, causing them to limit troop
and armor movements to nocturnal hours.
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the command of Colonel Caleb Haynes, known
as AQUILA, had already arrived in India with
a handful of Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress
bombers and Douglas C-47 Skytrain transports
with the same purpose in mind.

These two forces were to combine and
launch attacks on Japan. Before the heavy
bombers arrived, President Franklin Roosevelt
authorized a daring attack on Japan by Army
B-25 Mitchell medium bombers launched from
the aircraft carrier USS Hornet. Although news
of the raid was seen as a means of raising Amer-
ican morale, it was a disaster for the Chinese as
Japanese troops invaded all areas from which
future air attacks against Japan could be
launched, killing more than 250,000 Chinese
civilians in the process. Japanese troops took
control of the regions where the bomber bases
were under construction, leaving the B-17s and
B-24s without an Asian mission. The HALPRO
force was halted in the Middle East and the
AQUILA B-17s were ultimately ordered to
Palestine as well.

The commander of the new Middle Eastern
Air Force was Maj. Gen. Lewis H. Brereton,
who came to the assignment in a manner even
more roundabout than the creation of his new
command. Brereton, who was one of the high-
est ranking officers in the Air Corps before the
war, was in the Philippines on December 8,
1941, where he had just assumed command of

the Far East Air Forces. Two weeks later, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill agreed to abandon the
Philippines to their fate, and Brereton and his
headquarters were ordered to Australia to orga-
nize an Allied air effort against the Japanese.

Brereton was only in Australia for a little
over two months; in March 1942 he transferred
to India to organize and take command of the
Tenth Air Force, a new organization planned
for operations in the China-Burma-India The-
ater. Brereton’s stay in India was also short
lived. In June he was ordered to Cairo to take
command of American air operations in the
Middle East. He was also ordered to take any
available bombers and all of the transports in
India with him. The B-17s of the 9th Bom-
bardment Squadron, the former AQUILA pro-
ject, were part of the move.

In 1941, after an inspection trip of British air
forces in the region, Maj. Gen. George Brett
recommended the long-range B-24 Liberator as
the ideal heavy bomber for the Middle East,
and deliveries of the four-engine bombers to the
Royal Air Force soon commenced. By mid-
1942, when the first American air units arrived,
one squadron of Royal Air Force Liberators
was operational in Palestine. When America
entered the war, the British immediately
requested the assignment of American heavy
bombers to the Middle East, but the air staff

WITHOUT THEIR OWN FIGHTER ESCORTS THE
MIDDLE EASTERN AIR FORCE HEAVY BOMBERS
WERE FORCED TO DEPEND ON THE RAF FOR
ESCORT, OR TO GO IT ALONE, TO THEIR TARGETS.

A pair of Curtiss P-40 Warhawk fighters takes off from an airfield in Egypt to strafe Axis troop and supply
columns in the North African desert. These aircraft are part of the U.S. Middle East Air Force, and the photo
was taken in July 1942.
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balked, reasoning that any bombers sent there
would take away from the planned buildup of
a heavy bomber force in Britain.

The changing military situation in Libya and
Egypt led to a change of heart; the War Depart-
ment decided to establish an air force in the
Middle East with one heavy bomber group,
two of medium bombers, and six pursuit
groups. Brereton’s new command was initially
organized as the Middle Eastern Air Force, but
plans were laid for it to become the Ninth Air
Force once all of the necessary units had
reached the theater.

As the situation in China deteriorated, ruin-
ing American plans for an air offensive against
Japan from Chinese bases, Army Air Forces
commander General Henry “Hap” Arnold
obtained permission from President Roosevelt
to halt the secret HALPRO force in the Middle
East. Arnold planned to use the B-24s for a
strike on the oil refinery complex at Ploesti,
Romania, which was the largest single source of
all German gasoline and oil supplies and one of
the most important targets in the ETO.

The mission against Ploesti was flown on the
night of June 12, 1942, with negligible results,
but it did have the distinction of being the first
American bombing mission of the war with
strategic objectives. Ninth Air Force would be
going back to Ploesti. After the first Ploesti mis-
sion, HALPRO remained at Lydda, Palestine,
as the HAL Squadron for operations in support
of the British Eighth Army against Rommel’s
Afrika Korps. Its B-24s and the 9th Bombard-
ment Squadron’s B-17s formed the nucleus of
what would become the IX Bomber Command.
On July 20, the two squadrons were organized
into the 1st Provisional Group (Bombardment).
The combined strength of the HAL and 9th
Squadrons amounted to only 28 heavy
bombers—19 B-24s and nine B-17s. Although
the number of Liberators would increase, B-17
strength remained at less than a dozen airplanes.

The American bombers joined with RAF Lib-
erators in attacks on Axis shipping in the
Mediterranean and targets in North Africa and
along the Mediterranean shore. Although the
American and British Liberators struck targets
as far west as Benghazi, Libya, the B-17s’ lim-
ited range restricted them to missions no far-
ther than Tobruk.

Reinforcements for the Middle Eastern Air
Force came in late July, when the 344th Bom-

" bardment Squadron arrived as the advance ele-

ment of the 98th Bombardment Group, which

45 was on its way to Palestine from Florida. The

98th Group headquarters arrived by ship in
mid-August along with personnel of the 57th
Fighter Group, equipped with Curtiss P-40



Tomahawk fighters and the first American
fighter group assigned to the Middle East.

Meanwhile, a group of medium bombers, B-
25s of the 12th Bombardment Group, crossed
the South Atlantic, then flew up through Cen-
tral Africa to its new base in Egypt. Both the
12th Bombardment Group and the 57th
Fighter Group went into training with the
British before entering combat in North Africa.

The original comprehensive War Department
plans for air strength in the Middle East were
never reached, although heavy bomber strength
would increase to twice that originally planned.
Political maneuvering cost the Middle Eastern
Air Forces some of its projected assets when
newly promoted Brig. Gen. James H.
Doolittle, who enjoyed star status in
Washington because of his Tokyo
Raid, put pressure on Arnold to let
him have the 33rd Fighter
Group for his new Twelfth
Air Force. "

The Twelfth Air
Force was being
formed to support
the American landings
at Casablanca, and it was
siphoning off assets from other orga-
nizations. There was mixed reaction
in Washington to the request as most of
the air staff believed air superiority over
the Western Desert would be beneficial
to the overall success of the Allied cam-
paign in North Africa. The War Depart-
ment chose to leave the decision up to Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, who was to
command the invasion force. Ike naturally
wanted the group under his personal com-
mand, so the 33rd went to Twelfth.

As a replacement for the 33rd and in recog-
nition of the need for P-40s in Egypt, the War
Department elected to send the 79th Fighter
Group to the Middle East. Although the group
arrived in October and many of its pilots flew
combat missions with other organizations, the
79th did not become operational as a combat
unit until the spring of 1943.

Without their own fighter escorts—the 57th
Group P-40s were working with the British
Western Desert Air Force—the Middle Eastern
Air Force heavy bombers were forced to
depend on the RAF for escort, or to go it alone
to their targets. Unlike Generals Ira Eaker and
Carl Spaatz, who had gone to England to orga-
nize a daylight bombing campaign, Brereton
was not hamstrung with the desire to prove
American theories on daylight bombing, so his
bombers operated at night as well as by day.

Losses among heavy bombers operating in

the Middle East were fairly light, especially in
comparison to those starting to occur among
the Eighth Air Force bombers on daylight mis-
sions over Western Europe. The heavy bombers
were achieving considerable success as they
struck targets all along the North African coast.
Several ships were hit and some were sunk, and
sticks of bombs fell on warehouses adjacent to
the docks at Mediterranean ports. On the night
of September 22, 1943, the B-24s hit an ammu-
nition-laden ship at Benghazi and blew it up,
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causing major damage to the harbor
facilities. The brunt of the task was
borne by the Liberators, since the
Fortresses lacked the range to reach Benghazi
from their bases in Palestine. The shorter range
B-17s joined British Vickers Wellington
bombers and American B-25s in strikes on
Tobruk.

Before American ground forces landed at
Casablanca in early November, the British
Eighth Army met and defeated the Afrika
Korps at El Alamein in the decisive battle of the
North African campaign. Prior to the battle,
the RAF had more than 1,000 aircraft of all
types in North Africa. U.S. Army Air Forces
strength stood at 56 P-40s, 46 B-25s, and 63
heavy bombers, of which 10 were the war-
weary B-17s Brereton had brought with him
from India. Allied air strength outnumbered
that of the Axis considerably. The Luftwaffe
was tied down on the Eastern Front, where
things had not gone well for the Germans since
the previous winter.
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ABOVE: This Consolidated B-24 Liberator bomber nicknamed
Jerks Natural participated in the epic August 1, 1943, American
air raid on the oil refineries at Ploesti, Romania. LEFT: This Cur-
tiss P-40 shown in flight is similar to those that were deployed
with the U.S. Middle East Air Force during the fighting in North
Africa. Pilots learned the skills needed for effective tactical air
support while flying missions in support of General Bernard
Montgomery’s Eighth Army and the Allied forces that landed
along the coast of West Africa during Operation Torch.

El Alamein was the first significant engage-
ment for the U.S. fighters, and the P-40 pilots
of the 57th Fighter Group made a good show-
ing. They joined with RAF P-40s in fighter
bomber attacks on German positions and
engaged German and Italian planes in the air.

Throughout the summer of 1942, the formal
organization of the Middle Eastern Air Forces
was limited. In October the IX Bomber Com-
mand was staffed, although the command itself
remained in an unofficial status. Colonel Patrick
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Timberlake of Brereton’s staff took issue with
British claims to control of the American heavy
bombers, asserting that it was a violation of an
agreement worked out between General Arnold
and key British leaders that called for “homo-
geneous American formations.”

While Timberlake conceded that it might be
appropriate for the U.S. fighter and medium
bomber groups, of which there was one of each
in the Middle East at the time, to operate under
British control, American heavy bombers con-
stituted four-fifths of the heavy bomber
strength in the theater. As a result of Timber-
lake’s memo, the British agreed to the estab-
lishment of an American bomber command in
Cairo, then went so far as to turn over their
own Liberator squadron to its control. Tim-
berlake was placed in command of the new IX
Bomber Command.

On November 8, 1942, Lt. Gen. Frank
Andrews took command of the U.S. Army Air
Forces Middle East. The senior U.S. Army offi-
cer in the area, Andrews was an Air Corps offi-
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Smoke billows from the Aershot rail center 30 miles north of the Belgian capital of Brussels as three Douglas
A-20 Hovoc light bombers from the Ninth Air Force speed away from the scene of destruction. The raid was
conducted on May 7, 1944, a month before the D-Day landings in Normandy.

cer who had his own ideas on organization of
air forces, ideas that were becoming widely
accepted in the overseas commands. Four days
after assuming command of the theater,
Andrews issued a general order establishing the
Ninth United States Army Air Force with Brere-
ton in command. On the same day, Brereton
activated IX Headquarters Squadron and IX
Service Command. Although it was already
functioning in an unofficial status, IX Bomber
Command was formally established two weeks
later, on November 27.

With American troops ashore at Casablanca,
the British Eighth Army began advancing west-
ward into Libya. The IX Bomber Command
moved its bases to the Nile Delta from Palestine
and established forward bases just west of
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Tobruk. On November 1, the 1st Provisional
Group was reformed to become the 376th Bom-
bardment Group, giving IX Bomber Command
two full groups of B-24s. The remnants of the
HALPRO force were reinforced and replaced
by new personnel with new airplanes coming in
from the United States. A single squadron of B-
17s remained in the command, but their slower
speed and limited range prevented them from
operating effectively with the Liberators.

After the Casablanca landings, two B-17
groups left the Eighth Air Force in England
and moved to North Africa to join Doolittle’s
Twelfth Air Force. In December the 93rd
Bombardment Group, one of two B-24 groups
in the Eighth Air Force, was deployed under
temporary duty orders to North Africa with

three of its four squadrons to supplement XII
Bomber Command. The 93rd flew a couple of
missions out of Algiers, then moved to west-
ern Egypt to join IX Bomber Command,
where its B-24Ds would be operating with
identical types.

With the arrival of the 93rd, IX Bomber
Command had control of three heavy bomber
groups, a formidable force, and was able to
begin mounting formations of considerable size.
In return for the 93rd, the 9th Bombardment
Squadron and its B-17s departed Egypt for
North Africa and Twelfth Air Force, leaving the
IX Bomber Command as an all B-24 force since
the B-25s of the 12th Bombardment Group
were still operating under British control.

Throughout December and most of January,
IX Bomber Command concentrated its efforts
on German targets in Tunisia. On January 2,
the 12th Bombardment Group’s B-25s, which
had previously operated under British control,
joined the B-24s in an attack on Crete. It was
the first mission for the medium bombers as
part of IX Bomber Command. An untimely
dust storm wreaked havoc with the Mitchells—
only 12 of a planned 36 were able to take off
and one of those turned back without reaching
the target. Eleven Mitchells bombed their tar-
get, but two were lost on the return flight. Most
of the others failed to make it back to their
home base because of excessive fuel consump-
tion and had to put down on other fields.

By January two additional fighter groups had
arrived in the theater, the promised 79th and
the 324th. Like the 57th that preceded them,
the new groups were equipped with P-40s.
Ninth Air Force also had received its own troop
carrier group, the 316th, which was originally
intended to go to a project in the Caucasus. The
fighters continued to operate with the British,
while the troop carrier transports went to work
hauling supplies for the fighter and bomber
squadrons and supporting the British ground
forces. Air evacuation of casualties was a major
mission of the troop carriers.

After the capture of Tripoli, IX Bomber Com-
mand turned its attention toward targets in
Europe, specifically Naples, Messina, and
Palermo. The three cities were important links
in the Axis supply chain to Tunisia. The B-24s
were still based in the Nile Delta but staged out
of a forward base at Gambut near Tobruk,
where the bombers were refueled before depart-
ing for the long missions to Sicily and Italy. In
late January the B-24 groups left the Nile Delta
and moved the 300 miles to Gambut-Main.
The 93rd Bomb Group returned to England and
the Eighth Air Force, but it would soon be back.

With the Allied victory in Tunisia, the Ninth



Air Force turned toward the reduction of
enemy defenses and transportation centers in
preparation for the upcoming invasion of Sicily.
Liberators of the IX Bomber Command joined
with Twelfth Air Force B-17s in attacks on tar-
gets in Italy and airfields and other complexes
in Sicily. Some of the 12th Bombardment
Group’s B-25s were attached to Twelfth Air
Force to support the invasion.

In preparation for the landings, IX Bomber
Command was reinforced with three Eighth Air
Force B-24 groups: the veteran 93rd, which had
served with IX Bomber Command in the win-
ter, along with the 44th and 389th Groups. At
the time, the three groups constituted all of VIII
Bomber Command’s Liberator strength. The
new groups joined the 98th and 376th at bases
in the vicinity of Benghazi, Libya, and partici-
pated in raids on targets in support of the
upcoming invasion of Sicily. On July 19, IX
Bomber Command’s B-24s, supplemented by
the Eighth Air Force groups, joined Twelfth Air
Force B-17s in an attack on railroad marshal-
ing yards around Rome.

The arrival of the additional B-24s from Eng-
land had a dual purpose. Not only were they
there to increase heavy bomber strength in the
Mediterranean for the Sicily campaign, their
presence was prompted to a large degree by the
most ambitious plan of the war—a low-level
attack on the Ploesti oil fields, the same target
that led to the assignment of the HALPRO
force to the Middle East.

On August 1, 1943, five B-24 groups
departed Benghazi and set out across the
Mediterranean for Ploesti. The B-24s came in
over the refineries at treetop level in the face
of intense enemy fire. In spite of heavy casu-
alties, most crews managed to put their bombs
into the refinery complex, although some of
the groups struck targets other than the ones
they had been assigned. A navigational error
on the part of the lead formation caused some
of the B-24s to fail to bomb their intended tar-
gets, and most of one group failed to bomb
the refineries at all, causing the mission to be
less of a success than planned. Less than two
weeks later, the combined force of Liberators
struck the aircraft factories at Wiener
Neustadt, Austria.

Once Allied troops were ashore in Sicily and
Italy, the Army Air Forces began a massive reor-
ganization in preparation for the invasion of
Normandy. At the Casablanca Conference in
early 1943, the Allied leaders agreed to conduct
a “combined bomber offensive” against Ger-
many from British and Italian bases. The Eighth
Air Force in England would be the northern
arm of the American strategic bomber force,
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and plans were made for the creation of a sec-
ond force that would attack targets in Germany
from the south.

A new headquarters derived from Head-
quarters, Eighth Air Force, the U.S. Strategic
Air Forces, was planned to control heavy
bomber operations against Germany. The suc-
cess of RAF, Ninth, and Twelfth Air Force
fighter bombers and light and medium bombers
in support of ground forces led to the decision
to also establish tactical air forces dedicated to
ground support. The result was the decision to
transfer Ninth Air Force to England, where it
would become the American tactical air force
responsible for supporting the Normandy land-

ings and subsequent ground operations in
Western Europe. The RAF established a coun-
terpart as II Tactical Air Force. In preparation
for the move, the Ninth’s fighter and medium
bomber groups transferred to Twelfth Air
Force, which had been given the same mission
in the Mediterranean, and IX Bomber Com-
mand’s two B-24 groups joined the B-17s from
the Twelfth Air Force to form the newly estab-
lished Fifteenth Air Force.

The idea for a separate tactical air force in
England had been developed as early as May
1943, with initial plans for it to emanate from
the VIII Support Command. The unit started
appearing in planning papers as the Eighth Tac-

LEFT: A Luftwaffe pilot hits the silk as his burning
plane tumbles out of control. This still image from the
gun camera footage filmed by the fighter bomber of
Maijor James Dalglish vividly illustrates the capability
of Ninth Air Force planes to perform multiple combat
roles. Dalglish scored this aerial victory over Belgium
during the Battle of the Bulge in late 1944. BELOW:
Ground crewmen “bomb up” and droop snoot a Lock-
heed P-38 Lightning fighter homber in preparation for
a raid on enemy installations in occupied France. This
version of the famed Lightning is called a droop snoot
because of its glass-endosed nose and the addition of
a bombardier during missions.
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ABOVE: A Douglas C-47 transport
aircraft of the 9th Troop Carrier
Command drops vital supplies to
beleaguered troops holding Bas-
togne during the Battle of the Bulge.
This photo was taken on December
23, 1944, at the height of the Ger-
man effort to capture Bastogne.
RIGHT: American soldiers near the
town of Modrath, Germany, cimb
aboard and pose for a photo atop a
German self-propelled assault gun
that has fallen victim to fighter
bombers of the Ninth Air Force.

tical Air Force, but plans were soon made to
form an air force-level unit entirely separate
from and equal to the Eighth Air Force.

On July 31, General Arnold offered com-
mand of the new unit to General Brereton since
plans were already under way for Ninth Air
Force assets in the Middle East and North
Africa to be rolled into the Twelfth Air Force
and for the heavy bombers to go to the new Fif-
teenth. Having served in three theaters and sev-
eral major campaigns, Brereton was the most
widely experienced general officer in the U.S.
Army. He arrived in England on September 10,
where he conferred with Lt. Gen. Ira Eaker,
who at the time was the senior U.S. officer in
England, then departed for the United States
for a meeting with Arnold and a short leave.

Brereton was back in England by mid-Octo-
ber. During the various discussions, the Army
Air Forces staff had decided that only the Ninth
Air Force headquarters and the headquarters
of the IX Bomber, Fighter and Service com-
mands would go to England. Eighth Air Force
would provide Ninth with its initial combat
and service units, but the bulk of the new tac-
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tical air force would come with units arriving
from the United States.

On October 135, four medium bomber and
two troop carrier groups transferred from the
Eighth to the Ninth Air Force to became its first
operational units in England. The 322nd,
323rd, 386th, and 387th Bombardment
Groups were equipped with Martin B-26
medium bombers, while the troop carrier
groups flew Douglas C-47s. The first fighter
group to join the new Ninth Air Force was the
354th, a unit whose arrival in England was a
milestone in the air war since it was equipped
with North American P-51B Mustangs at a
time when U.S. fighter squadrons in Europe
were equipped with Lockheed P-38 Lightnings
and Republic P-47 Thunderbolts.

Several VIII Fighter Command pilots, includ-
ing Lt. Col. Don Blakeslee, were temporarily
assigned to the 354th to train the newly arrived
pilots for combat. They were so impressed with
the P-51 that they mounted a campaign to have
all future P-51 groups assigned to VIII Fighter
Command. Their campaign was successful, and
by mid-1944 most of the Eighth’s fighter
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groups were equipping with Mustangs, and the
P-47s they had been flying were going to groups
assigned to Ninth. Although initial plans called
for several P-51 groups with the Ninth, only
two Mustang-equipped fighter groups and a
reconnaissance group were actually assigned to
the Ninth Air Force. All of the other fighter
groups flew P-47s, except for three groups that
were equipped with P-38s.

The diversion of the P-51s to VIII Fighter
Command came about because of military pol-
itics, which seemed to be prevalent in the Euro-
pean Theater. In late 1943, General Carl Spaatz
returned to England, and in early January he
took command of the U.S. Strategic Air Forces,
Europe, the new command that had been cre-
ated to oversee U.S. Army heavy bomber oper-
ations against Germany. As the senior Army Air
Forces officer in Europe, Spaatz lost no time
exerting the power of his new rank and posi-
tion. He sought to exercise control over all U.S.
air units in England, especially Ninth Air Force.

During the planning for the new tactical air
force, Brereton and Army Air Forces planners
had visualized it as an independent command
apart from the strategic bomber forces since its
mission was the dedicated support of the
ground war. When he got wind of the plan,
Spaatz became incensed. As the senior air offi-
cer in Europe, he did not wish to have another
Army Air Forces command operating on what
he considered to be his private turf. In a pre-
emptive move, he wrote a strong letter to Brere-
ton making it clear that he was going to control
the Ninth Air Force and, furthermore, that he
would be the link in the chain of command
between the Ninth Air Force and Headquar-
ters, U.S. Army Air Forces in Washington.

Brereton and his staff were already inclined to
believe that Spaatz was discriminating against
them in favor of the Eighth Air Force. Spaatz
outranked Brereton, both in military rank and
command authority, so the Ninth Air Force com-
mander was in no position to dispute the senior
commander’s authority. Several senior officers in
Washington felt that it was a mistake for a strate-
gic bombing organization to have control of an
air force that was charged with supporting
ground forces, but in the end Arnold went along
with Spaatz. This arrangement was problematic,
but as the D-Day landings approached Supreme
Allied Commander Dwight Eisenhower tem-
porarily solved the problem by placing all of the
air units under his direct command. Eisenhower
issued an order that all air operations—includ-
ing heavy bombers—would be in support of the
ground forces until the Normandy beachhead
had been established.

Throughout the winter months of 1943-



National Archives

1944, the Ninth Air Force was augmented. The
four B-26 groups of IX Bomber Command
were beefed up with the addition of four more
medium bomber groups of B-26s and three
light bombardment groups equipped with Dou-
glas A-20s. One of the missions of the Ninth
Air Force would be to provide troop carrier
support for airborne and ground forces, and
the building up of IX Troop Carrier Command
was a priority. The training and equipping of
troop carrier groups in the United States had
reached the saturation point, and it was not
until a few weeks before D-Day that Troop
Carrier Command reached its planned strength
of 14 groups, including some 2,700 gliders.
Future events revealed that this was not
enough, as the demands for troop carrier air-
craft by the advancing ground and air units
exceeded availability.

The buildup of fighter forces went more
smoothly. By May, the Ninth Air Force had
received 18 fighter groups with some 1,500 air-
craft assigned, including reconnaissance and
night fighter squadrons. Fighter strength was
divided into two tactical commands with the

bulk of the fighters assigned to the IX Tactical
Air Command (TAC), while two wings with a
total of seven groups were assigned to a second
command designated as the XIX TAC. The
XIX TAC was dedicated to the support of Gen-
eral George Patton’s Third Army.

For the first several months of Ninth Air
Force operations out of England, its fighters
and bombers functioned essentially under the
control of the Eighth Air Force. The first IX
Bomber Command mission was to Evreux-
Fauville Airfield, a Luftwaffe base some 50
miles west of Paris. Spaatz hoped that the
medium bombers would divert German fight-
ers away from B-17 and B-24 formations on
their way to Germany, but the Luftwaffe left
the B-26s alone and continued to hit the heav-
ies. Ninth fighters were assigned to escort mis-
sions, a task that took them away from train-
ing for the vitally important mission of
providing close air support for the ground
forces once they were ashore in Normandy.

The first Ninth Air Force fighter mission was
flown on December 1, 1943, when a 28-plane
formation of P-51s flew a sweep over north-

WITHOUT THE NINTH AIR FORCE AND ITS
COUNTERPART, THE BRITISH SECOND
TACTICAL AIR FORCE, THE ALLIES MAY WELL
HAVE LOST THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE.
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After their airfield has been deared of snow to allow planes to take off, officers of the U.S. Ninth Air Force
check the .50-caliber wing-mounted machine guns of a Republic P-47 Thunderbolt fighter bomber prior to a
mission against enemy targets in Germany on February 6, 1945.

eastern France. Four days later the 354th
Fighter Group flew its first escort mission as it
accompanied bombers to Amiens. On Decem-
ber 13, the new P-51s joined with P-38s from
the Eighth’s 55th Fighter Group escorting B-
17s on a 490-mile mission to Kiel, the longest
escort mission to date.

The IX Bomber Command’s B-26s focused
on V-weapon sites in February, and on the 8th
they flew their first double mission day. As the
heavy bombers went into Germany during Big
Week on February 24 and 25, the B-26s struck
German airfields in Holland and V-weapon
sites in France. Attacks on buzz bomb launch
sites continued into March, but during the mid-
dle of the month the B-26s switched to German
transportation targets in preparation for the
upcoming invasion.

In mid-March the IX Fighter Command
began fighter bomber attacks on targets on the
Continent. This was the mission for which the
IX and XIX Fighter Commands had been
established, and on May 20, the Ninth Air
Force started referring to its groups as fighter
bomber groups and squadrons instead of sim-
ply fighter groups. Fighter bombers struck rail-
road marshaling yards, V-weapon launch sites,
airfields, railroads, bridges, and essentially any
target that would reduce the Germans’ ability
to reinforce their units in the vicinity of the
Normandy beaches. When the possibility was
presented, the fighter bombers fought the Luft-
waffe in the air.

The Ninth Air Force was charged with the
major responsibility for covering the beaches
on D-Day. While British Spitfires were assigned
to provide low cover, five groups of P-47s were
to maintain high cover. P-38s would operate
over the ships. Two groups of IX Fighter Com-
mand P-38s were joined by four from VIII
Fighter Command for the task. Two other P-38
groups and four P-47 groups were assigned to
strike gun batteries just before the troops hit
the beach. The 11 A-20 and B-26 groups
bombed German heavy gun batteries on the
beaches, then hit bunkers behind Utah Beach.

From June 6 forward, the air war became a
Ninth Air Force and II Tactical Air Force show.
Although the Eighth and Fifteenth Air Forces
and RAF Bomber Command continued their
strategic bombing campaign against German
cities and industrial targets, the primary mis-
sion of the air forces was now to support the
troops on the ground.

And support they did. So much so that
General Patton came to think of the fighter
bombers of the XIX Tactical Air Command
as the protection for his flanks. Patton con-

Continued on page 76
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ately to relieve the trapped Gls, personally lead-
ing rescue attempts. During one he crossed an
open field to drag some of his wounded men to
safety in full view of an SS machine-gun crew.
He did it with no hope of survival, but the Ger-
man troops were so impressed by such an act
of selfless bravery they refused to kill him. In
the end, it was all for naught; Sparks’s men
could not break out and were forced to sur-
render. Years later, Sparks would lament, “My
most tortured memory is of the Battle of
Reipertswiller. It is still difficult for me to
believe that it happened.”

Life in a World War Il infantry regiment was
an existence of horror and bravery, loss and
comradeship, sacrifice and hardship. For those
who led such units, the heavy psychological
burden of command weighed upon them with
each order given and each consequence of
those decisions. Both officers and enlisted men
suffered in their own ways even as they often
performed acts of astounding courage. This
duality is well captured in Alex Kershaw’s lat-
est book, The Liberator: One World War 11
Soldier’s 500-day Odyssey from the Beaches
of Sicily to the Gates of Dachau (Crown Pub-
lishing, New York, 2012, 433 pp., maps, pho-
tographs, notes, index, $28.00, hardcover).

The 157th Infantry was part of the 45th
Infantry Division, the Thunderbirds. This divi-
sion spent 511 days in combat during World
War II, more than any other division. Origi-
nally a National Guard division formed by
units from Oklahoma, Colorado, Arizona, and

® New Mexico, the 45th was in the heart of the

Tragedy and Triumph oo .
end. The original men, long-serving National

Guardsmen who gave the unit a distinctive

Felix Sparks’s journey through World War Il serves as western flavor heavily accented by Native

o o . Americans, gradually disappeared as the cru-
nspiring SUb'Ed’ matter. cible of combat ground them away. Only a

handful remained through the war, a lucky few

who were rewarded by watching their friends
ON JANUARY 21, 1945, LT. COL. FELIX SPARKS LOOKED OUT OVER THE ROUGH, die or suffer wounds, to be succeeded by
hilly terrain of the Vosges Mountains near Reipertswiller, France. Snow was falling, obscuring the  replacements from across America.
shattered trees and shell craters, slowly covering the empty clips from M1 rifles strewn among As they fought their way across Sicily to Italy,
thousands of spent brass cartridge cases. For the past four days, despite his best efforts,  then on to Southern France and into the heart
his battalion had been destroyed in these very hills. Six hundred of his men lay dead or  of the Third Reich, Felix Sparks went with
wounded or were marching off to POW camps in Germany. them, leading them each step of the way. Sparks
Sparks’s command, the 3rd Battalion, 157th Infantry Regiment, had enjoyed initial suc-  entered the regiment as a new second lieutenant
cess in its advance just days earlier. Unfortunately, its success was not matched by the  in 1941. By 1945, he was a 27-year-old lieu-
battalions on its flanks, causing the unit to become dangerously exposed tenant colonel who had survived

and alone. Its opponents, the experienced 6th SS Mountain Division, A soldier of the 157th Salerno, Anzio, Reipertswiller,
seized the opportunity, and quickly the Americans were encircled. They Infantry advances into and a thousand other places only
fought bitterly until their ammunition was gone and the radio batteries MCELCUELITIRELILN o arrive at the gates of the
drained from calls for artillery support. WLCUBLE LD LI Dachau concentration camp out-

Sparks was outside the encirclement with the battalion staff and tried desper- [ARELALCREAAN  ide Munich. There, he and his
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For years, pharmacists told disappointed patients that memory loss was inevitable, A new, drug-free

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

IS It the Fountain of Youth for Aging Minds?

Pharmacist of the Year Makes
Memory Discovery of a Lijetime

‘America’s Pharmacist,’ Dr. Gene Sieiner, finds what he and his patienis have been looking ior - a réa/ memory pill!

cognitive formula may help improve mind, mood, and memory in as little as 30 days.

PHOENIX, ARIZONA —

If Pharmacist of the Year, Dr. Gene Steiner,
had a nickel for every time someone leaned
over the counter and whispered, “Do
you have anything that can improve my
memory,” he would be a rich man today.

It's a question he's heard countless times
in his 45-year career. He has seen families
torn apart by the anguish of memory loss
and mental decline, a silent condition that
threatens the independent lifestyle that
seniors hold so dearly.

Pharmacist of the Year, Dr. Gene Steiner,
PharmD, was so impressed with his newfound
memory powers that he recommended the
patented, prescription-free memory formula to
his pharmacy patients with great success.

In his years-long search for a drug or
nutrient that could slow mental decline, he
finally found the answer, a natural, drug-free
compound that helps aging brains ‘think and
react,’ younger.

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA.

Tired Brains Snap Awake!

“It helps tired, forgetful brains to
‘snap awake," says Dr. Steiner.

Before Dr. Steiner recommended it
to customers, he tried it first. "Within
a few days, | can tell you without
reservation that my memory became
crystal clear!”

“Speaking for pharmacists every-
where, we finally have something
that we can recommend that is safe
and effective. And you don't need a

prescription either!”

Feeding an Older Brain

The formula helps oxygenate
listless brain cells to revitalize and
protect them from free radicals
caused by stress and toxins.

It also helps restore depleted
neurotransmitter  levels, while
feeding the aging mind with
brain-specific  nutrients and
protective antioxidants.

‘I had such marvelous
results with this memory
pill that | not only started
recommending it to my
customers, | even shared it

with other physicians!”

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.
Everyone is different and you may not experience the same results. Results can
depend on a variety of factors including overall health, diet, and other lifestyle factors.

Pharmacy Best-Seller

"It became the best-selling brain health
product in my pharmacy and customers were
returning to thank me for introducing them
toit”

Users like Selwyn Howell* agree. He cred-
its the memory compound with bolstering
his confidence.

“It helped me speak out more than | used
to. | am growing more confident every day."

Carey S.* reports, "I feel so much more
focused and with the new energy I'm now
ready to tackle the things I've been putting
off for years!”

Elizabeth K.* of Rochester, New York
experienced a night-and-day difference in
her mind and memory. At the age of 54, her
memory was declining at an “alamming rate."

Pharmacist-g
:
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I 9Psules per

“| was about to consult a neurologist when |
read a newspaper article about it."

"It tock about a month for the memory
benefit to kick in. Six months later, even my
husband was impressed with my improved
memory. And | am very happy with my re-
newed mental clarity and focus!”

“I highly recommend it," says Dr. Steiner.
"This drug-free compound is the perfect
supplement for increasing one's brain power.
If it worked for me, it can work for you!”

Call Toll-Free!
1-800-284-0453
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As a mortician, Michael Baumann,
a Jew pretending to be Aryan,
devised a highly unorthodox
surgical procedure that converted
Jews to Aryans. This helped more
than 400 Jews escape from Vienna
to Switzerland. With five other Jews
pretending to be Aryan, an elabo-
rate escape and spy network was
created. While most of the opera-
tions were successful there were
some failures. Some died so that
others could live. Carefully
researched, the story blends fiction
with factual history incorporating
actual events and people. The novel
creates a realistic portrayal of
Jewish life and death before and
during the Nazi takeover of Austria.

Order Today!

(all 888-795-4274 xt. 7879,

order online at www.xlibris.com,
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www.barnesandnoble.com

Xlibris

WRITE YOUR (RN SUCCESS

WWIIHISTORY OCTOBER 2013

men confronted the full horror of the Nazi
regime. The 45th Division newspaper would
later proclaim, “Dachau Gives Answer to Why
We Fought.” On April 29, 1945, Sparks and
his men received a firsthand lesson, made only
worse by an inquisitive reporter named Mar-
guerite Higgins and a confrontation with a
brigadier general from another division that
would eventually lead to an encounter with
General George S. Patton himself.

Kershaw goes on to describe how Sparks
went on to a long career as a lawyer after the
war. Remaining in the Colorado National
Guard, he retired as a brigadier general. He was
instrumental in organizing his old unit’s first
reunions. Even so, with all this success, memo-
ries of the war never quite went away, and the
author deftly reveals war’s lingering effects. The
story of the 157th Infantry is expertly inter-
twined with that of Felix Sparks, a shared story
that exemplifies the ability of soldiers to tri-
umph under the brutal conditions of one of
humanity’s worst moments.

Many adults reading this
magazine will recall the
multitude of World War 1T
comic books available to
them as children. Titles
such as Fightin® Army, GI
Combat, Sgt. Rock, even
the more arcane Weird War

Tales regaled the young
reader w1th stories of the war. The stories were
generally fictional, set in the larger backdrop
of the various theaters where American troops
served. These comics entertained for decades-
long runs but sadly are no more, leaving a
young reader with no way to share these mem-
ories with their own families short of frequent
trips to the comic book store.

Now there is a new way for adults and
youths to read about history’s most famous bat-
tles. Zenith Press has released a new line of
graphic novels (overgrown comic books to the
old-fashioned) that tell factual, not fictional,
war stories. Their newest release is Normandy:
A Graphic History of D-Day (Written/Illus-
trated by Wayne Vansant, Zenith Press, Min-
neapolis, MN, 2012, 103 pp., paperbound,
$19.99). With its broad coverage of June 6,
1944, the book is an excellent way to introduce
a young reader to the real stories of sacrifice,
leadership, and heroism that made up the Nor-
mandy Campaign.

Beginning with the buildup to D-Day and
carrying through to the liberation of Paris, the
author tells his tale through a series of vignettes
highlighting the notable events of the campaign.

Chapters tell the stories of Omaha Beach, SS
tank commander Michael Wittmann’s Tiger
rampage, hedgerow combat, and Operation
Cobra, to name a few. These chapters are
designed to inspire curiosity and encourage fur-
ther study. The illustrations are accurate with-
out becoming overly graphic or bloody. Both
the art and writing are clear and easy to under-
stand. A fifth- or sixth-grader should have lit-
tle trouble following the narrative; anything
they do not understand only provides a chance
for an impromptu history lesson. Middle
schoolers are perhaps the perfect audience for
this book.

If one is looking for a way to spread the love
of military history to a younger loved one, this
series is a good start.

The conflict in the Pacific

ISLANDS OF  was a war of incredible
DEST]NY

complexity. It encompassed
an area from China to the
West Coast of the United
States, from Australia to the
Aleutian Islands. Land, sea,
b and air forces had to be
coordinated over these vast
distances and deployed in decisive situations at
just the right time. That the combatants were
able to do this successfully is a minor miracle.
Islands of Destiny: The Solomons Campaign
and the Eclipse of the Rising Sun (John Pra-
dos, NAL Caliber, New York, 2012, 388 pp.,
index, photographs, maps, $26.95, hardcover)
takes one campaign of that enormous struggle
and shows how the disparate forces involved
fought together in a mutually supporting effort
in search of victory.

The Solomons Campaign was fought across
an island chain that was remote, mostly unde-
veloped, and in a location critical to each side’s
war aims. Japanese control gave them the abil-
ity to interdict the link between the United
States, Australia, and New Zealand and to
threaten both of the latter with eventual attack.
The Allies had to prevent this at any cost, and
in mid-1942 they took steps to do so.

As the Japanese began building an airstrip
on the island of Guadalcanal, the United
States landed Marines to seize it. Successfully
landing a force there required naval support.
Navies could not act freely without air sup-
port overhead. Likewise, the Japanese
response needed the same assets. Thus began
a long struggle for control of the area, a bat-
tle that involved Marines and soldiers on the
ground, sailors at sea, and pilots and aircrews
in the skies above.

The struggle only ended after more than a



year of hand-to-hand jungle combat, dogfights
in the air, torpedo and bombing runs, battle-
ship duels, and tense torpedo attacks by swift
destroyers. Prados begins with the immediate
aftermath of the Japanese defeat during the Bat-
tle of Midway and continues to the isolation of
Rabaul and the fighting around New Georgia.
Along the way he weaves a narrative that ties
together the many separate elements involved
in this pivotal campaign.

Adolf Hitler has rightly
earned his place as one of
history’s great villains. Vol-
umes have been written
about him in attempts to
answer the many ques-
tions that arise from his
reign as the leader of Nazi
Germany. One such ques-
tion, at once fascinating and controversial, is
simply how this man swayed millions of peo-
ple to follow him into one of humanity’s dark-
est episodes. Historian and documentary film-
maker Laurence Rees adds his own assessment
to this body of knowledge in Hitler’s Charisma:
Leading Millions into the Abyss (Pantheon
Books, New York, 2012, 354 pp., index, pho-
tographs, maps, notes, $30.00, Hardcover).

POULIN

Antiques & Auctions ..

HITLER’S
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LAURENCE REES

"il‘cplu:(!l’uulin ME Lic# 1115

The book begins with a quote of Hitler’s:
“My whole life can be summed up as this
ceaseless effort of mine to persuade other peo-
ple.” He was a complex character, full at once
of flaws and abilities, dark ambitions paired
with an inability to relate to normal people.
Rees explores how Hitler was able to capital-
ize on the fears of the German people in their
time of troubles in the late 1920s and early
1930s, how he could connect to their basic
and basest needs. But there is more to Hitler
than this. He also used fear, murder, torture,
and coercion to get what he wanted. Not all
who joined his ranks saw this charisma; some
thought little of him but felt he was Germany’s
best chance for a great rebirth. Others simply
went along with the Nazis.

Also covered is Hitler’s ability to sway youth,
something the Nazi apparatus put much effort
into in the belief this would create lasting gen-
erations of dedicated followers. In essence, he
created a nation ready to follow him anywhere.
This confidence in their destiny and faith in
their Fiihrer led to horrible ruin, but it was also
due to Hitler’s charisma that a nation was will-
ing to go with him into infamy.

World War II finally proved the supremacy of
modern mechanized warfare using the vast

potential of the internal
combustion engine to
move and fight as never
before. Naysayers who
longed for the glorious
days of cavalry were

. finally silenced as the
futility of animal versus machine was decisively
proven for all to see.

That is, for the most part. Despite the rise of
vast formations of trucks and tanks and the
steadily increasing capacities of aircraft, there
were still a few places vehicles simply could not
go. Further, there were jobs that machines were
unable to perform. On occasion, the required
machinery simply was not available. When that
happened, humans resorted to their animals to
do the lifting, scouting, and even fighting. The
American military’s use of animals is docu-
mented in Loyal Forces: The American Ani-
mals of World War II (Toni M. Kiser and Lind-
sey F. Barnes, National World War II Museum
and Louisiana State University Press, Baton
Rouge, 2013, 124 pp., illustrations, $35.00,
hardcover).

This photo essay shows the myriad ways in
which animals were used by the military for
working purposes and kept by soldiers as pets,
providing a release from the stresses of service.
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The first animals taken in by the military were
used as security for factories and other critical
installations in the United States. Fear of sabo-
tage ran high in the months after Pearl Harbor,
and dogs were inducted into the services since
guard dogs were already an accepted way of
increasing physical security.

Before long, dogs were assigned other roles
such as scouting, message bearing, pulling sleds,
and even a stint at mine detecting, which ulti-

mately proved a failure largely due to the train-
ing methods and attitudes of the Army, which
failed to properly prepare the dogs for that role.
Once in combat, many dogs performed hero-
ically; a few, such as Chips, a dog with the 3rd
Infantry Division who attacked and captured
an Italian machine gun nest singlehandedly,
even engaged the enemy.

Further chapters of the book cover other ani-
mals, including mules, horses, and carrier

pigeons. Use of the mule in Italy and Burma is
well documented. They were vital for carrying
supplies in rugged, undeveloped terrain where
even a jeep could not go. Often they evacuated
casualties and the bodies of the fallen. True to
their name, pack mules also toted the 75mm
pack howitzer artillery piece on occasion, dis-
assembled into six loads, one per mule.

Lesser known are the horses that took part in
the last American cavalry charge, a desperate
action against the Japanese in the Philippines

New and Notewoxthy
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Kharkov 1942: The Wehrmacht Strikes Back
(Robert Forczyk, Osprey, softcover, 96 pp.,
$21.95). This book chronicles one of the Red
Army’s worst defeats of World War II. This pre-
lude to Stalingrad pitted German and Soviet
forces, both preparing for an offensive, against
each other.

Between Giants: The Battle for the Baltics in
World War II (Prit Buttar, Osprey, hardcover,
488 pp., $29.95). The German-Soviet struggle
in Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia is described.
The focus is on how the three Baltic states suf-
fered during the brutal fighting on the Eastern
Front. The Courland Pocket receives particular
scrutiny.

Frozen in Time: An Epic Story of Survival and
a Modern Quest for Lost Heroes of World War
IT (Mitchell Zuckoff, Harper, hardcover, 418
pp., $28.99). This is the story of the Herculean
effort to save three aircrews lost in Greenland.
This book chronicles the massive search and
rescue missions undertaken for downed cargo
and bomber aircraft ferrying to Britain.

Reign of Terror: The Budapest Memoirs of
Valdemar Langlet 1944-1945 (Valdemar Lan-
glet, translated by Graham Long, Skyhorse Pub-
lishing, New York, 2012, 187 pp., photographs,
index, $24.95, hardcover). This is the story of a
Swedish university professor and amateur diplo-
mat who worked to save Hungary’s Jews from
deportation to death camps late in World War
II. He did so without official help, producing
fake documents and meeting with officials.

Code Name Pauline (Pearl Witherington
Cornioley, Chicago Review Press, Chicago,
2013, 162 pp., appendix, index, $19.95, soft-
cover). Aimed at a young adult audience, this is
a memoir of Pearl Witherington, a woman who
joined the British covert Special Operations
Executive and served in France as both an agent
and Maquis leader.

We Die Alone: A WWII Epic of Escape and
Endurance (David Howarth, Lyons Press,
Guildford, CT, 2007, 232 pp., appendices,
$16.95, softcover). Norwegian Commando
Jan Baalsrud was the only survivor of a
Nazi ambush. He led his pursuers through
an artic wilderness and, against all odds,
escaped and survived with the help of local
Norwegians.

The War Below: The Story of Three Sub-
marines That Battled Japan (James Scott,
Simon & Schuster, New York, 2013, 448
pp., Notes, Index, $28.00, hardcover). The
submarine war in the Pacific was every bit
as harrowing as the Battle of the Atlantic.
Here the author picks three of the top
American submarines of the war and
reveals the experiences of their crews in the
ultimately successful undersea war against

Japan.

The Dodger: The Extraordinary Story of
Churchill’s American Cousin, Two World
Wars, and the Great Escape (Tim Carroll,
Lyons Press, Guildford, CT, 2013, 318 pp.,
Illustrations, Notes, Index, $26.95, hard-
cover). John Bigelow Dodge, cousin by mar-
riage to Winston Churchill, served in both
world wars. During World War II, he was
captured but repeatedly escaped, including
one flight from Sachsenhausen concentra-
tion camp.

Priest, Politician, Collaborator: Josef Tizo
and the Making of Fascist Slovakia (James
Mace Ward, Cornell University Press,
Ithaca, NY, 2013, 362 pp., lllustrations,
Notes, Index, $39.95, hardcover). This is a
biography of Josef Tizo, a Catholic priest
and Slovak nationalist whose desire to pro-
tect his nation led him into collaboration
with the Nazis. As the war progressed he
became a player in the Holocaust. 0

ANTY MeNAD

THE WAR
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of Throe Submarine
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in January 1942. The U.S. 26th Cavalry, many
of its soldiers actually Filipinos, attacked a
Japanese force that ambushed them at the vil-
lage of Morong. While a success, the overall
outcome in the Philippines was defeat. The ani-
mals who had charged the Japanese were them-
selves butchered by the starving Americans for
their meat.

The final chapters are reserved for pictures
of the various pets and mascots Gls adopted
around the world, collected from a number of
archives and private donors. These pho-
tographs put a more human face on those who
served America in its great time of need. Each
chapter contains brief descriptions of the ani-
mals’ uses and training along with examples of
famous animals and their deeds.

The memoirs of World War II
veterans are beyond counting
at this point, but relatively few
were written as diaries during
the war and later published.
Fighting With the Desert Rats
(Major H.P. Samwell, pre-
sented by Martin Mace and
John Grehan, Pen and Sword Publishing, Barns-
ley, UK, 2012, 214 pp., photographs, index,
$39.95, hardcover) is one such, originally pub-
lished after the author’s death in January 1945
and now reprinted in the original type.

Samwell joined the 7th Battalion Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders in 1938 as a second
lieutenant. This was a Territorial (Reserve) unit
and was activated in mid-1939 as war
approached. In June 1942, the battalion
embarked for Egypt as part of the 51st (High-
land) Division attached to the Eighth Army.
Seeing action at the Second Battle of El
Alamein, Samwell was recognized for his brav-
ery in leading his company after its commander
was killed and he was wounded himself.

From there through the battle for Sicily,
Samwell recounts the experiences of his unit as
frontline soldiers, mixing descriptions of des-
perate close combat with hard-won breaks
from the front. Like most at his level, Samwell
could find the confusing orders of higher head-
quarters frustrating, and his description of
fatigue duty at the docks in Tripoli will sound
true to veterans of any army even today.

Marine Major Roger Broome
died from wounds received
on the island of Saipan on
January 18, 1945, some six
months after the fighting
| there ended. His daughter
Kathleen never had the
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chance to know her father, but in time she
grew to become a professor of history and
author. The Measure of a Man: My Father,
the Marine Corps, and Saipan (Kathleen
Broome Williams, Naval Institute Press,
Annapolis, MD, 2013, 184 pp., photographs,
maps, notes, bibliography, index, $34.95, soft-
cover) is her effort to know and understand a
father whose own sacrifice took him from her
many decades ago.

Using her experience as a historian, the
author weaves together multiple sources to cre-
ate a picture of Major Broome’s world. Her
father’s letters home, interviews, and writings
of other Saipan veterans are combined with the
official records of the battle to showcase what
it was like for the men who went ashore on
that small Pacific island in 1944. The work
focuses on the personal experiences of Kath-
leen and her family as America headed toward
war and her reservist father was called to active
duty. How the family dealt with the absence
of a loved one at war is well detailed. Her
father’s letters are widely quoted and paint a
vivid picture of what he was experiencing—
within the censor’s limits and the boundaries of
what he was willing to reveal about war to
those who worried for him.

Hit by rifle fire in the thigh, Major Broome
was evacuated to Hawaii and then to the con-
tinental United States. Along the way infection
set in, and the leg was amputated. Later, a kid-
ney had to be removed. Through it all Broome
maintained a positive attitude, but the medical
knowledge of the day was insufficient to the
task of saving him. However, his memory was
saved by a daughter who cared enough to
gather and tell the tale of a man she never
really knew but loved nevertheless.

The threat posed by the
German battleship Tir-
pitz had an effect far
greater than the ship’s
actual service. It was a
ship the Nazis could ill
afford to lose. The loss of
prestige and combat
power the small Kriegs-
marine would suffer with her loss was bad
enough, but the threat the great ship posed by
her very existence drew vital British resources
away from other efforts. Britain’s shipping
was its lifeline, and the Royal Navy and Air
Force had no real choice but to make every
effort to destroy Tirpitz and end the threat.
The Hunt for Hitler’s Warship (Patrick
Bishop, Regnery History, Washington, D.C.,
2013, 426 pp., photographs, drawings, maps,

e UNT ror
HITLER’'S
WARSHIP
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notes, index, 27.95, hardcover) sums up the
effort to destroy Tirpitz, an effort that took
years and some 36 separate operations from
the sea and air. After a short period in Ger-
many’s Baltic Fleet, the battleship went into
the Atlantic to be based in Norway. She
would serve the rest of her existence either in
the frigid North Atlantic or the fjords of Nor-
way’s coast, hiding from fevered British exer-
tions to find her.

Those exertions were indeed extensive. The
British commando raid on St. Nazaire, France,
used an old destroyer as a huge bomb to
destroy the dock there, the only one large
enough to hold Tirpitz if she broke out to the
Atlantic as her sister Bismarck had. Attacks on
the ship herself began with aircraft, but when
that proved ineffective, midget submarines
were sent in September 1943. These heavily
damaged Tirpitz, requiring lengthy repairs that
lasted into April 1944.

Once it seemed the ship would sail again,
more air attacks went in, causing further dam-
age and necessitating more repair work. British
intelligence, using Enigma decrypts and other
sources, planned new attacks each time the
Nazi behemoth appeared about to sail. Finally,
Royal Air Force Avro Lancaster bombers
dropped heavy “Tallboy” bombs on Tirpitz,
now trapped in a fjord because of critical fuel
shortages. Struck twice, the battleship cap-
sized, ending the peril to Allied convoys. The
author’s detailed work provides a fascinating
read for naval history buffs.

The war on the Eastern
Front was a grinding
struggle of massive
armies moving over
fronts hundreds of miles
wide. By autumn 1944,
the Soviet juggernaut
had pushed its way past
its own borders into
Hungary, where it
sought to complete an offensive that would
drive the hated Nazis completely out of the
Balkans. Hungary had been a German ally until
then, providing troops and fuel for Hitler’s war
machine. The country had endured German
occupation since an attempt to withdraw from
the war failed in March 1944.

The story of a part of this five-month battle
is detailed in Take Budapest! The Struggle for
Hungary, Autumn 1944 (Kamen Nevenkin,
Spellmount, Stroud, UK, 2012, 288 pp., pho-
tographs, maps, appendices, notes, index,
$24.95, softcover). The massive Soviet offen-
sive began in October 1944 with a coup de

TKE &2
BUDAPEST!

main attempt to seize the Hungarian capital of
Budapest. From there the fighting became an
attritional struggle as both sides brutally
smashed at each other. The massive casualties
suffered could be borne by the Soviets, who
had long since resolved to accept them in
exchange for victory. The Nazis could not do
so, and their losses combined with Hitler’s
refusal to give ground willingly drew in rein-
forcements better used elsewhere, leaving the
approaches to Berlin more vulnerable to the
eventual Soviet offensive there.

This book’s strength is largely in the use of
soldiers’ memoirs and a vast collection of
data in its appendices. Unit strength, numbers
of tanks available, and myriad other details
are laid out in the nine appendices, which
cover 65 pages, around a quarter of the book.
This will be of great interest to readers who
want an in-depth synopsis of the composition
of units on both sides. One appendix even
recounts the war crimes committed by each
army. It is extensive coverage that is deserved
for a large battle.

Osprey Publishing con-
tinues to publish entries
in its Duel series,
analyzing the fights
between two famous
weapons and their users,
detailing strengths,
weaknesses, and actual

: === combat performance.
Fw200 Condor vs. Atlantic Convoy 1941-43
(Robert Forczyk, Osprey Publishing, Oxford,
UK, 2013, 80 pp., photographs, illustrations,
maps, index, $17.95, softcover) chronicles one
of the lesser known fights—that of the Luft-
walffe’s bombers against the British convoy
defense system. Usually taking a back seat to
the submarine war, this smaller part of the
fight was nevertheless full of innovative tac-
tics, equipment, and desperate efforts by pilots
and sailors alike.

In the early years of the war, air coverage for
convoys was practically nonexistent. What
antiaircraft weapons were available were
mostly reserved for major warships, and air-
craft carriers could not be spared for escort
duty. This gave the Luftwaffe a chance to inflict
damage with little fear of loss in return. As the
war progressed, however, new ideas such as
catapult-launched fighters for merchant ships
and the cheaper escort carrier plugged the gap
the Fw200s enjoyed, effectively putting an end
to their depredations. They had provided a
small but useful adjunct to the U-boat but were
swept away by growing Allied power.

Fw 200 CONDOR

ATLANTIC CONVOY
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Simulation Gaming

| By Joseph Luster

Lighthearted writing and an absurd setup make
Bugs vs. Tanks! worth short bursts of play.

BUGS VS. TANKS!

It’s not often you get a chance to play a World War II-related game on
Nintendo’s portable 3DS platform. Then again, Bugs vs. Tanks! is far
from your average scenario, as the name should imply, and its avail-
ability is all thanks to Japanese game company Level-5s consistently
interesting Guild initiative.

While it’s true that consistency may not apply to the quality of every
game released, the mere existence of the Guild project is something worth
celebrating, especially the fact that the games managed to make their

g way to the West. For those unfamiliar, Level-5 kicked

BUGS - TANKE! things off with Guild01, which hit Nintendo’s eShop
in Japan last year with four downloadable games. The
gist of it is that some of the industry’s top talent gets
a chance to build smaller games and unleash their cre-
ativity on Nintendo’s portable. Some of the featured
creators in the first round included Suda51 (Lollipop
Chainsaw, Shadows of the Damned, No More
Heroes) with the shooter Liberation Maiden, Yoot
Saito (Seaman, Odama) with the manic luggage-sort-
ing Aero Porter, and Yasumi Matsuno (Vagrant Story,
Final Fantasy XII) with the tabletop-RPG-inspired
Crimson Shroud.

Naturally, Guild02 followed in 2013, and the West has already got-
ten all three of the very disparate entries. Sandwiched in between Kazuya
Asano and Takemaru Abiko’s The Starship Damrey and Kaz Ayabe’s
nostalgic Attack of the Friday Monsters! is an oddball alternate history
action game called Bugs vs. Tanks! One could probably guess precisely
what the game is all about just by looking at the name, but what makes
it even more special is that it comes from Keiji Inafune, former Capcom
producer behind legends like Mega Man. The end result is a slightly
uneven tank-and-bug-battling game that manages to rise above a few of
its more drab features thanks to some lighthearted writing and a truly
absurd setup.

Bugs vs. Tanks! offers up a mix of strategy and action, as a WWII
panzer division finds itself minimized Honey, I Shrunk the Kids style.
Now ordinary ants, bees, and other bugs and obstacles pose just as large
a threat as the war itself, and the group must find a way to survive in
this savage new world.

Said means of survival pretty much boils down to blasting the hell out
of some bugs, but it isn’t going to be easy. Bugs vs. Tanks! provides a few
options to customize the experience to the player’s liking, thankfully,
because missions can get unforgiving pretty quickly. Combat generally
consists of rolling your tank through the dirt, pivoting your turret, and
firing away either automatically or manually. Auto-fire puts the control
in the computer’s hand and makes it a little easier to concentrate on
maneuvering, but it’s also wildly unsatisfying to have the Al pull the trig-
ger every time an enemy is in range. I think most players will want to
switch to manual early on like I did, but it definitely makes things more
difficult as you progress toward more involved missions.

The word “strategy” has been thrown around, but ultimately this is
an action game. Sure, there are some tactics involved in choosing the
tank most suited to your style—different types and paint jobs are

Level-5

Comcept

Nintendo 3DS
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unlocked upon discovering abandoned units in the field—and it helps to
know which shell type to use in certain scenarios, but success here is
mostly going to depend on how good you are at commandeering the
often unwieldy vehicles.

Bugs vs. Tanks! is also not a very pretty game. That’s forgivable given
its bite-sized budget nature, but staring at the same drab, muddy back-
grounds can get a little old. Humor spices things up, though, and makes
up for other more lacking aspects. There’s something completely ridicu-
lous about the gung-ho attitude of the panzer troops as they shout orders
in broken English: “Panza forwaaaaard!” Some of the dialogue can be
pretty funny at times, too, and it’s nice in general to see a Syfy Channel
original movie plot like this not taking itself seriously in the least.

The end result isn’t close to being the most enjoyable of the Guild
games released thus far, but there’s some charm to be found for sure. The
missions in Bugs vs. Tanks! are well suited for quick bursts of portable
gaming, and that’s precisely how it should be played. It would be easy
to burn out on pretty much every aspect of this average tank action game,
but in small chunks it provides just enough fun and challenge to make
it worth checking out.



WORLD OF WARPLANES

Less than a month prior to the time of this writ-
ing, the open beta for World of Warplanes offi-
cially kicked off. The end of limited access
allowed anyone to download the client and test
the online multiplayer dogfighting action out
for free, delivering plenty of
feedback to the developers
#9 to make sure everything is
in tip-top shape before War-
planes’ full launch later this
year.

World of Warplanes® 15-on-
15 player vs. player action
busts out planes from the
United States, Soviet Union,
Germany, and Japan, in
PC periods ranging from the
1930s through the 1950s.
With so many new folks
hopping aboard the open
beta, including those transferring from the
closed beta, there have naturally been some
nagging issues to speak of here and there, but
there’s already a ton of promise in Warplanes’
addictive aerial action.

Since the launch of the open beta, wargam-
ing.net has been releasing “Flight School”
videos with the aim of schooling folks on the
finer points of becoming an ace pilot. Those
just jumping on can find a wealth of info to
improve their game, especially when it comes to
choosing the class—attack, light, heavy, or car-
rier—of plane suitable for their particular style
of play. Light fighters, for instance, are great
for those who value speed and maneuverabil-
ity over everything else, while Attack fighters
boast stronger armor and weapons but truly
excel at strafing ground targets.

It’s pretty similar to finding that sweet spot in
wargaming’s major hit, World of Tanks, which
should also be available on Xbox 360 by the
time this issue hits the stands. On top of all this
excitement, wargaming.net is celebrating its
15th anniversary, so hopefully those of you
who fancy their work got a chance to join the
fun in August when the developer offered up a
bunch of in-game goodies as party favors. o

wargaming.net

wargaming.net

Now (open beta)
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Continued from page 49

through the war, and overestimated their own
resolve. Bushido code was not enough against
American technology and determination.
Japanese gunnery and torpedo efficiency was
far below the glorious standards of 1942. Even
Japanese seamanship, as evidenced by the col-
lision of Nachi and Mogami, was faulty.
Nishimura and Shima did not coordinate their
forces—they did not even seem to know where
their own ships were. Probably the single most
intelligent Japanese decision in the entire battle
was Shima’s—to withdraw.

The surviving Japanese blamed their late
boss, Nishimura. Hiroshi Tanaka of Yamashiro
described survivors as saying that Nishimura’s
strategy was that of a warrant officer, not an
admiral.

Still, it was difficult to see what else
Nishimura could have done. His orders were
clear and specific—steam into Surigao Strait,
punch through the American defenses, and sav-
age the American transports. He had tried to do
so with every ship at his command and fiber of
his being, paying the price with his own life.
The very cause was hopeless, but Nishimura
and his sailors did their best to carry out their
orders with full and hopeless valor.

It was also the end for a style of warfare that
dated back to 1655, when Britain’s Duke of
York defeated the Dutch Admiral Obdam in
the Battle of Lowestoft ... the battle line. It had
translated from the age of sail to that of steam.

Now the battle line had been rendered obso-
lete by the development of air power, the brawl-
ing night surface actions of Guadalcanal, and
the unsporting but deadly submarine. The even
more deadly power of guided missiles and
atomic weaponry were yet to come.

Such thoughts probably did not occur to the
victorious American sailors as the sun rose over
the smoking wreckage, fuming muzzles, and oil
fires in Surigao Strait. Aboard Louisville, Old-
endorf assessed the desperate messages from
Samar and ordered his officers to start plotting
courses and formations to support the endan-
gered escort carriers.

On the American battleships, the young sailors
marveled that despite a night of sound and fury
their battleships had suffered nothing. They were
all alive to greet the new day. The loudspeakers
blared, “Now hear this. Secure from general
quarters. Set torpedo defense watch.” o

David Lippman is a frequent contributor to
WWII History. He also maintains a website
dedicated to the daily events of World War I1.
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sidered the XIX TAC and Brig. Gen. O.P.
Weyland, its commander, as part of Third
Army and came to depend heavily on the
fighter bombers as he planned the daring
attacks for which he is famous.

After August 8, 1944, the Ninth Air Force
operated under a new commander. Brereton
was shifted to command of the newly created
First Allied Airborne Army, an appropriate
assignment since he had been in charge of Billy
Mitchell’s planning for paratroopers in World
War I and had been involved with American
paratroops before the war. Brereton’s replace-
ment as Ninth Air Force commander was Lt.
Gen. Hoyt P. Vandenberg, who would com-
mand the Ninth until after VE-Day.

Ninth Air Force P-47s assumed a major role
in Normandy after the Allied ground forces
finally broke out of the hedgerows that kept
them bottled up. Armed with rockets, bombs,
and napalm in addition to their eight .50-cal-
iber machine guns, the P-47 pilots would
descend to just above the treetops to attack
anything that moved on the narrow French
roads and farm lanes. German officers would
later attribute their failure to defeat the Allied
landings to the awesome power of the deadly
fighter bombers.

Shortly after the Normandy beachhead was
secured, Maj. Gen. Elwood “Pete” Queseda’s
IX Tactical Air Command moved across the
English Channel to new airfields that had been
scraped out of French soil just inland from the
beaches. The forward airfields brought the
fighter bombers to within a few miles of their
targets—the troops and vehicles of the German
Seventh Army.

The Germans gave the fighter bombers a
name of their own. They called them “Jabos,”
the German name for fighter bomber. Ameri-
can P-47s and British Hawker Typhoons were
credited with the destruction of thousands of
German tanks and other vehicles. They were
so feared that the Germans took to making
their movements at night, when the fighter
bombers were prevented from detecting them
in darkness.

The IX Troop Carrier Command also
assumed a heretofore unprecedented role as it
supported the advancing armies once they
broke out of the beachhead. Troop Carrier
Command transports braved intense enemy
fire to drop their troops just behind the
beaches on D-Day, then brought in supplies
and reinforcements. When Patton’s Third
Army began rolling across France, Troop Car-

rier transports brought in the fuel that kept
them moving as they advanced well beyond
their ground lines of supply. Air transporta-
tion of supplies for ground forces became so
important that when the availability of C-47s
became a problem B-24s were detached from
Eighth Air Force and assigned to the IX Troop
Carrier Command for missions carrying
cargo—particularly gasoline—into France.

Some planes, conducting “trucking mis-
sions,” landed on recently captured Luftwaffe
airfields with loads of fuel for Patton’s tanks
and trucks. Liberators were loaded with ammu-
nition and supplies for airdrop to ground units,
especially during Operation Market-Garden,
when B-24s airdropped supplies to American
and British paratroops in Holland and took sig-
nificant losses in the process.

The main disadvantage of a dependency on
air support is the weather, and when the Euro-
pean winter settled in on Belgium and the
Ardennes Forest in late 1944, the Germans
took full advantage of it to launch the most
effective counterattack since the Allied break-
out from the beachhead. Low clouds, fog, and
snow covered the region, preventing Ninth Air
Force fighter bombers from flying. Even
worse, the miserable conditions ruled out aer-
ial resupply, which almost doomed the 101st
Airborne Division at Bastogne, surrounded by
Germans forces and cut off from all land sup-
ply routes.

Fortunately, the weather cleared before the
paratroopers ran completely out of food and
ammunition, and the IX Troop Carrier Com-
mand came to the rescue. Improving weather
allowed IX and XIX Tactical Air Command
fighter bombers to take to the skies to attack
the German forces, most of whom had found
themselves stranded when they ran out of fuel
for their vehicles. Without the Ninth Air Force
and its counterpart, the British Second Tactical
Air Force, the Allies may well have lost the Bat-
tle of the Bulge.

One of the greatest ironies of World War II
is that the Eighth Air Force immediately
became obsolete with the Allied victory in
Europe, but the kind of warfare introduced by
the Ninth Air Force was the wave of the future.
Nearly all of the B-17s and B-24s that survived
the war had been turned to scrap metal within
a few years, but the fighter bomber concept has
survived through the Jet Age. High perfor-
mance jet fighter bombers have become the
most powerful weapons of modern warfare. o

Author Sam McGowan is a licensed pilot and
a resident of Missouri City, Texas. He has writ-
ten numerous articles for WWII History.
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Israeli Settiements:
Are They a Threat ¢to Middile East Peace?

Despite recent reports of possible peace talks, the Palestinians still insist that Israel stop building in Jerusalem and parts of
the West Bank as a precondition to negotiations. But who “owns” the West Bank? And are settlements really the problem?

What are the facts?

While many in the media refer to the West Bank as
“Palestinian territories,” Palestinians in fact have never
actually possessed or controlled this land. Beginning 3,000
vears ago these territories between the Jordan River and
Jerusalem were a part of the Jewish kingdom known as Judea
and Samaria. Jews have lived on these lands continuously
until the current day. For several hundred years, through the
19th century, Judea and Samaria were part of the Ottoman

However, no Israelis are being transferred to the
settlements—all are moving to them voluntarily. Also, the
areas of the settlements are neither under the legitimate
sovereignty of any state, nor on private Arab land. Most
importantly, they have never displaced any legitimate Arab
inhabitants. What's more, any instances of illegal Israeli
homes in the West Bank have been disallowed by the Israeli
High Court and dismantled.

Second, no Palestinian Arabs are being deported from their
places of residence to any other

Empire, where hoth Arabs and
Jews lived. In 1922, these lands
became part of the British
Mandate,  designated  for

“The only way to determine the final
borders of Israel and those of a future

place. Third, the Geneva
Convention applies to actions
by a signatory “carried out on

partition into Jewish and Arab Palestine is through peaceful negotiations." the territory of another.”

However, the West Bank is not

nations. The Arabs rejected this
partition, but in 1949, following Israel’'s declaration of
independence, Jordan seized and occupied Judea and
Samaria, which included such Jewish communities as
Hebron and the Jewish quarter in eastern Jerusalem. All Arab
residents of these lands were declared citizens of Jordan.

Finally, in 1967, when Israel was attacked by Jordan, Egypt
and Syria, Israel defeated these invading Arab armies and
again took control of Judea and Samaria, then also called the
West Bank. After the 1967 war, the United Nations decreed
that unspecified parts of these captured territories would be
granted to the Arab Palestinians as part of a negotiated peace.
Indeed, Israel has demonstrated numerous times its
willingness to give up land for peace—for example, the Sinai
Peninsula to Egypt, and Gaza to the Palestinians. But so far,
the Palestinians have refused to accept a peaceful settlement
with Israel on ownership and borders of Judea and Samaria.

Do Jews have a right to settle in Judea and Samaria?
Since 1967, Israel has reclaimed all of Jerusalem as its
capital, and, as Israel's population has grown, its citizens
have built new communities—settlements—in the eastern
part of the city and on Israel’s eastern front. Currently some
534,000 Israeli citizens live east of the 1948 armistice lines,
in Judea and Samaria. The area on which these settlements
are located constitute a mere three percent of the West Bank.

While critics have cited Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention to declare the settlements illegal, this argument
is based on a false reading. First, Article 49 prohibits
“Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations
of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory
of the Occupying Power or that of any other country.”

the territory of a signatory power—since the Palestinians
have never had a state—but rather is an unallocated part of
the British Mandate.

If Arabs can live in Israel, why can Jews not live in a
future Palestinian state? Every effort by Israel and the
United States to bring the Palestinians to peace negotiations
has been met with refusal by the Palestinians, who demand
as a precondition that 1) Israel give up all rights to Judea and
Samaria, including the settlements, and 2) that all Jewish
settlement building cease. Given that the Arabs lost the war
in 1967 and that Palestinians have never possessed Judea and
Samaria (the West Bank), these preconditions seem
overreaching and unreasonable.

Indeed, the Palestinians insist that their proposed new
country be entirely free of Jewish residents, even as 1.5
million Palestinian Arabs are permitted to live as fully
enfranchised citizens in Israel. What's more, the Palestinians
insist that five million descendants of Arab refugees from
Israel’s war of independence be permitted to settle in the
Jewish state. In short, they are demanding both a new
Palestinian state with no Jews and the right of Arabs to take
over Israel demographically.

The only solution to the settlement issue: Negotiations.
The entire territories of the West Bank are disputed. They
cannot legitimately be said to belong to the Palestinians or to
Israel. Clearly, the only way to determine the final borders of
Israel and those of a future Palestine is through peaceful
negotiations. Likewise, the disposition of Israeli settlements
and Israel’'s Jewish character will be resolved by mutual
agreement.

In short, the settlements are not the issue. The only path to a resolution to all these disagreements will be reached when the
Palestinians finally agree to sit down with Israel and forge realistic compromises for achieving their own autfonomous state,

as well as peace and security for Israel.
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Continued from page 55

37th Tank Battalion, 4th Armored Division,
stood on a hill watching the supply parachutes
fall on Bastogne. After radioing for permission
to push forward, he clambered into the turret
of his Sherman tank, clamped a cigar between
his teeth, and told his tankers, “We’re going in
to those people now. Let ‘er roll!”

Supported by artillery salvos and with all
guns firing, the battalion’s Shermans, half-
tracks, and tank destroyers rumbled forward.
They blasted their way through Assenois and
reached the outer southern perimeter of Bas-
togne shortly before 5 M. The last 16 miles into
Bastogne were the toughest that a unit of the
4th Armored Division had ever fought.

There would be fierce fighting for several
days, but the eight-day ordeal was over for Gen-
eral McAuliffe’s stubborn Screaming Eagles and
the heroic townspeople of Bastogne. In recog-
nition of his inspired leadership, McAuliffe was
personally awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross by General Patton. The 101st Airborne
Division received a Presidential Unit Citation.

The Allies had faced disaster at the start of
the Battle of the Bulge, but the stout American
defense, harsh weather, and a critical shortage
of fuel had ground the German columns to a
halt. The enemy had paid the price for Hitler’s
last folly. “The backbone of the western front
was broken,” as Field Marshal von Rundstedt
said. By January 31, 1945, the Americans, with
British help, had straightened the Bulge, though
the Allied advance into Germany had been
delayed by six costly weeks.

In the Bulge, the Germans underrated the
tenacity, logistical capability, and courage of the
GIs. “When all is said and done,” observed
General Montgomery, “I shall always feel that
Rundstedt was really beaten by the good fight-
ing qualities of the American soldier.”

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill
rose in the House of Commons on January 18,
1945, and said, “The United States troops have
done almost all the fighting and have suffered
almost all the losses. We must not forget that it
is to American homes that the telegrams of per-
sonal losses and anxiety have been going dur-
ing the past month.... Care must be taken not
to claim for the British Army an undue share of
what is undoubtedly the greatest American bat-
tle of the war, and will, I believe, be regarded
as an ever-famous American victory.” o

Author Michael D. Hull resides in Enfield,
Connecticut, and is a frequent contributor to
WWII History.
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December 10, 1944, after a brief 45-minute
assault; Bining and Rohrbach-les-Bitche passed
under U.S. control that same day.

The fight at Singling on December 6, 1944,
cost the Americans six killed (all tank crewmen)
and 16 wounded. Five Sherman tanks were
knocked out on the 6th in addition to the 14
destroyed or disabled on the Sth. About 60
Germans were taken prisoner, and two con-
firmed Panther tank kills were recorded. While
the inconclusive fighting raged at Singling, the
rest of Task Force Abrams, spearheaded by the
M35 Stuart light tanks of Company D, 37th
Tank Battalion and helped by the German pre-
occupation with the defense of Singling, man-
aged to penetrate into Bining.

While the action on December 6, 1944, rep-
resented 4th Armored Division’s high water
mark in its drive toward the German fortified
border area known as the West Wall or
Siegfried Line, the engagement revealed some
glaring deficiencies in the unit’s combat perfor-
mance. These resulted from the fact that the
operation to go for Bining and Rohrbach-les-
Bitche was a last-minute affair that should have
been deferred until 4th Armored was relieved
by the 12th Armored Division. Once decided
upon, the attack could only be based upon a
hastily improvised plan that did not take Sin-
gling into account and thus denied the attack-
ers a reasonable chance of success.

Due to the hurried plan to take Singling, 4th
Armored Division did not have time to do a
number of basic things that might have assured
success. First, there was no time allotted to
make needed aerial reconnaissance over the
Singling-Bining-Rohrbach-les-Bitche area to
determine the lay of the land and learn the
enemy’s location and strength. As a result, fol-
low-on air strikes were not ordered to soften
up the targets.

Second, no time was allowed for Task Force
Abrams to conduct ground scouting toward its
objectives before the American advance began
on either the 5th or 6th of December. This
deprived the attackers of any knowledge of the
ground conditions and strength, location, or type
of opposition they would encounter at Singling.

Third, a breakdown in interdivision com-
munications prevented not only the needed
initial artillery support Lt. Col. Abrams called
for, but also jeopardized the speedy and safe
relief of the 51st Armored Infantry by the
newly arrived 10th Armored Infantry, and
subsequently the support and withdrawal
from the village of the 10th infantrymen by

the 8th Tank Battalion.

The question remains as to why so many of
the routine tactical requirements that the divi-
sion’s units always employed before and during
combat were missing at Singling. The answer
may be due to the state of confusion at the top
level of divisional command in the first days of
December 1944.

Trouble between Manton Eddy and his sub-
ordinate, John S. Wood, commander of 4th
Armored Division, had been brewing since
mid-November 1944, when the former com-
plained that the latter was not driving hard
enough during the opening stages of Third
Army’s winter campaign. The situation
between the two generals worsened on Decem-
ber 2, when in an insubordinate manner Wood
defended the performance of his men to his
superior, Eddy. This was just the most recent
time Wood had shown disrespect for Eddy’s
authority. After Eddy again complained to Gen-
eral Patton about Wood’s conduct, the com-
mander of the 4th Armored Division was
relieved the next day.

“Tiger Jack” Wood was loved and respected
by the officers and men of the 4th Armored,
and this emotional attachment with his troops
strengthened the performance of the whole
unit. He was known as a proficient and
dynamic tank commander. As a result, his relief
and replacement by Maj. Gen. Hugh J. Gaffey
stunned the division, angered and discouraged
many unit leaders, and for a while threw its
command structure into confusion. This con-
fusion at division level eliminated Combat
Command A’s control of the battle for Singling,
bypassing it and giving direct orders to Abrams.
One result of this was that Abrams’s requested
artillery support was not pushed by Combat
Command A since it felt it could not authorize
the support since it appeared division was call-
ing the shots.

The unsteady hand exhibited by division
because of the change of commanders also con-
tributed to the lack of support Abrams might
have received during the battle from units such
as Major Irzyk’s. Irzyk did not know Task
Force Abrams was in his vicinity and was never
notified by division that help was needed at Sin-
gling. The confusion at division headquarters
after Wood’s ouster prevented it from properly
monitoring the progress of the battle, which
might have diminished Abrams’s rather poor
management of the operation.

The guiding hand of Wood was sorely needed
and missed during the fight at Singling. o

Military historian Arnold Blumberg lives and
writes from his home in Baltimore, Maryland.
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